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CHAP. X L I X. 
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Introduction , Worship , and Perfecution of Images. — 
Revolt of Italy and Rome. — Temporal Dominion 
of the Popes. — • Conqucjt of Italy by the Franks. — 
Ejiablishment of Images. — Character and Corona- 
tion of Charlemagne , — Re flotation and Decay of 
the Roman Empire in the Wefl. — Independence of 
Italy. • — • Conjiitution of the Germanic Body. 

* 

In the conrledtion of the church and ftate , I 
have confidered the former as fubfervient only, 
and relative , to the latter ; a falutary maxim , if 
in fadt, as well as in narrative, it had e$er been 
held facred. The oriental philofophy of the 
Gnoftics , the dark abyfs of prsdeftination and 
Vol. IX. B 



CHAP. 

xr ix. 

Introilu -.lio# 

of iltlHgCS 

iota the 
■Chriilian 

church. 
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■*» 

chat, grace, and the ftrange transformation of the Fu- 
xlix. charift from the fign to the fubftance of Chrilt’s 
bod • 1 , I have parpofdy abandoned to the 
curiofity of fpeculaxivc divines. But 1 have 
reviewed , with diligence and pleafure , the ob- 
jects of ec' Icfialtical hiftory , by which the de- 
cline and fail of the Roman empire were materially 
alfcefted , the propagation of Cbriftianity , tlie 
conltitution of the Catholic church , the ruin of 
Paganifm , and the . fetfts that arofe from the 
myfterious controverfes concerning the Trinity 
and incarnation. At the head of this clafs , we 
may juftly rank the worlhip of images , fo fier- 
cely difputed in the eighth and ninth centuries ; 
fince a queftion of popular fuperftition produced 
the revolt of Italy, the temporal power of the 
popes , and the reftoration of the Roman empire 
in the Weft. * 

The primitive Chriftians were poftefTed with an 
unconquerable repugnance to the ufe and abufe 
of images; and this averfion may be aferibed to 
their defeent from the Jews, and their enmity to 
the Greeks. The fVVofaic law had feverely pro- 
foribed all representations of the Deity; and that 
precept was firmly eftablifhed in the principles 
and praiftice of the chofen people. The wit of 
the Chriftian apologifts was pointed againft the 
foolifh idolaters, who bowed before the work- 
roanlhip of their own hands; the images of brafs 
and marble, which, had they been endowed with 
fenfe and motion , fhould have ftarted rather 
from the pedeftal to adore the creative powers 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 3 

of the artift *. Perhaps fome recent and imperfect 
converts of the Gnoftic tribe , might crown the 
ftatues of ChrifiT''and St. Paul with the profane 
honours which they paid to thofe of Ariftotle 
and Pythagoras 5 ; but the public religion of the 
Catholics was uniformly fimple and fpiritual; and 
the firft notice of the ufe of pictures is in the cen- 
fure of the council of Illiberis , three hundred 
years after the chriftian tera. Under the fucceflors 
of Conftantine, in the peace and iuxury of the 
triumphant church , the more prudent bifliops 
condefcended to indulge a vifible fuperftition, 
for the benefit of the multitude; and, after the 
ruin ofPaganifm', they were no longer reftrained 
by the apprehenfion of an odious parallel. The 
firft introdudion of a fymbolic worlhip was in 
the veneration of the crofs, and of relics. The 
faints and martyrs, whofe interceflion was im- 
plored, were feated on the right-hand of God; 
but the gracious and often fupernatural favours , 
which, in the popular belief, were fliowered round 
their tomb, conveyed an unqueftionable fandion 
of the devout pilgrims , who vifitcd, and touched, 
and killed, thcfe lifelcfs remains, the memorials 
of their merits and fuffe rings \ But a memorial, 
more interefting than the fikull or the fandals of a 
departed worthy, is the faithful copy of his per- 
fon and features, delineated by the arts of paint- 
ing or fculpture. In every age, fuch copies, fo 
congenial to human feelings, have been cherilhed 
by the zeal of private friendfliip, or public efteem: 
the images of the Roman emperors were adored 

B * 



CHAP. 

XL1X. 
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c h a P. with civil, and almoft religious honours; a reve^ 
xux. rente lefs oftentatious, but more fincere was ap- 
plied to the flatties of fages and patriots; and 
thefe profane virtues, thefe fplendid fins, difap- 
peared in the prefence of the holy men, who 
had died for their ceieflial and everlafting country. 

Thdr wor- At the experiment was made with caution 

and fcruple; and the venerable pi&ures were dif- 
creetly allowed to inftrudi {he ignorant, to awak- 
en the cold , and to gratify the prejudices of the 
heathen profelytes. By a flow though inevitable 
progreflion , the honours of the original were 
transferred to the copy : the devout Chriftian 
prayed before the image of a faint; and the Pa- 
gan Tites of genuflexion , luminaries , and incenfe, 
again dole into the Catholic church. The ferup- 
les of reafon, or piety, were filenced by the 
ftrong evidence of vifions and miracles; and the 
pi&ures which fpeak, and move, and bleed muft 
be endowed with a divine energy, and may be 
confidered as the proper obje&s of religious ado- 
ration. The mod; audacious pencil might tremble 
in the rafli attempt of defining, by forms and 
colours, the infinite Spirit, the eternal Father, 
who pervades and fuftains the univerfe But 
the fuperftitious mind was more eafily reconciled 
to paint and to worfhip the angels, and, above 
all, the Son of God, under the human fliape , 
which , on earth , they have condefcendcd to 
alfurne. The fecond perfon of the Trinity had 
been clothed with a real and mortal body ; but 
V that body had afeended into heaven; and, had 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 5 



not fome Similitude been prefented to the eyes of chap. 
his difciples, the fpiritual worfhip of Chrilt might xlix. 
have beer? obliterated by the vifible relics and re- 
presentations of the faints. A Similar indulgence 
was requifite , and propitious, for the Virgin 
Mary: the place of her burial was unknown; and 
the aflumption of her foul and body into heav- 
en was adopted by the credulity of the Greeks 
and Latins. The ufe, and even the worfhip, of 
images, was firmly eftablifhed before the end of 
the fixth century : they were fondly cherifhed by 
the warm imagination of the Greeks and Afi&tics: 
the Pantheon and Vatican were adorned with the 
emblems of a new fuperftition; bnt thisfembfance 
of idololatry was more coldly entertained by the 
rude Barbarians and theArian clergy of the Weft. 

The bolder forms of fculpture,in brafs or marble, 
which peopled the temples of antiquity, were of- 
fenfive to the fancy or confcicnce of the Chriftian 
Greeks; and a fmooth furface of colours has ever 
been efteemed a more decent and harmitfs mode 
of imitation *. 

The merit and effetft of a copy depends on its The image 
refemblance with the original; but the primitive of Edcir *- 
Chriftians were ignorant of the genuine features 
of the Son of God, his mother, and his apoftle.v: 
the ftatue of thrift at Paneas in Paleftine 7 was 
more probably that of fome temporal faviour; 
the Gnoftics and their profane monuments were 
reprobated; and the fancy of the Chriftian artifts 
could only be guided by the clandeftine imitation 
of fome heathen model. In this diftrefs, a bold atid 

B 3 
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6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c iu p, dextrous invention affined at once the likenefs 
xux. of the image and the innocence of the worfhip. 
A new fuperftructure of fable was railed on the 
popular bafis of a Syrian legend, on the corref* 
pondence of Chrifl and Abgarus , fo famous in 
the days of Eufebius, fo relu&antly defcrted by 
our modern advocates. The bifhop of Cxfarea * 
records the epiftle ’, but he moll flrar^ely forgets 
the pidlure, of Chrift the perfedt imprefljon of 
his face on a linen, with which he gratified the 
faith of the royal ftranger, who had invoked his 
healing power, and offered the Ilrjpng city of 
Edefla to protect him againft the malice of the 
Jews. The ignorance of the primitive: church is 
explained by the long imprifonment of the image 
in a nich of the wall, from whence, after an ob- 
livion of five hundred years, it was releafed by 
• fome prudent bifhop, and feafonably prefented to 
the devotion of the times. Its firfi: and moft 
glorious exploit was the deliverance of the city 
from the arms of Chofroes Nufhirvan ; and it was 
foon revered as a pledge of the divine promife, 
that EdefTa fhould never be taken by a foreign 
enemy. It is true indeed, that the text of Pro- 
coplus afcribes the double deliverance of Edefla 
to the wealth and valour of her citizens, who 
-\~-purchafed the abfence and repelled the aflaults of 
tfie Perfian monarch. He was ignorant, the pro- 
fane hifforian , of the teftimony which he is com- 
pelled .^to deliver in the ecelefiaflical page of 
Evagriifc, that the Palladium was expofed on 
the rampart, and that the water which had been 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 7 

fprinkled on the holy face, inffead of quenching:, chap. 
added new fewel to the flames of the befieged. xlix. 
After this important fervice, the image of Edeflfa 
was preferved with refped and gratitude; and if 
the Armenians rejeded the legend , the more 1 
credulous Greeks adored the fimilitude , which 
was not the work of any mortal pencil, but the 
immediate creation of the divine original. The 
ftyle and fentments of a Byzantine hymn will 
declare how far their worfhip was removed from 
the groffed idolatry. “ How can we with mor* 

“ tal eyes contemplate this image, whofe celeftial 
<l fplendour the hod of heaven prefumes not to 
t£ behold ? He who dwells in heaven conde- 
“ fcends this day to vifit us by his venerable 
“ image : He who is feated on the Cherubim , 

“ vifits us this day by a pidure, which the Fa- 
tc ther has delineated with his immaculate hand, 

“ which he has formed in an ineffable manner, 

* c and which we fandify by adoring it with fear 
“ and love. ” Before the end of the fixth cen- 
tury, thefe images, made without hands (in Greek, 
it is a fingle word ") were propagated in the 
camps and cities of the Eadern empire 11 : they were 
the objeds of worfhip, and the indruments of mi- Its copies, 
racles: and in the hour of danger or tumult, their 
venerable prefence could revive the hope, re- 
kindle the courage, or reprefs the fury, of the 
Roman legions. Of thefe pidurcs, the far greater 
part, the tranferipts of a human pencil, could 
only pretend to a fecondary likenels and impro- 
per title; but there were fomc of higher defeent, 
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who derived their refemblance from an immediate 
contadl with the original , endowed , for that 
purpofe, with a miraculous and prolific virtue. 
-The moft ambitious afpired from a filial to a fra- 
ternal relation with the image of Edeffa; and 
fuch is the veronica of Rome, or Spain, or Jeru- 
falem , which Chrift in his agony and bloody 
fweat applied to his face, and delivered to an 
holy matron. 1 he fruitful precedent was fpeedily 
transferred to the Virgin Mary, and the faints 
and martyrs. In the church of Diofpolis in Pa- 
leftine , the features of the Mother of God 11 
were deeply inferibed in a njarble column: the 
Eaft and Weft have been decorated by the pen- 
cil of St. Luke; and the evangelift, who was 
perhaps a phyfician, has been forced to exercife 
the occupation of a painter, fo profane and odious 
in the eyes of the primitive Chriftians. The 
Olympian Jove, created by the mufe of Homer 
and the chiflel of Phidias, might infpire a philo- 
fopbic mind with momentary devotion: but thefe 
Catholic images were faintly and flatly delineated 
by monkifh artifts in the laft degeneracy of tafte 
and genius ,4 . 

The worlhip of images had ftolen into the church 
by infenfible degrees . and each petty ftep was 
pleafing to the fuperflitious mind , as productive 
of comlort and innocent of fin. But in the begin- 
ning of the eighth century, in the full magnitude 
of the abufe , the more timorous Greeks were 
awakened by an apprehenfion, that under the malk 
of Chriftianity, they had reftored the religion of 
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their fathers; they heard, with grief and impati- 
ence , the name of idolaters ; the inceffant charge of 
the Jews and Mahometans who derived from the 
Law and the Koran an immortal hatred to graven 
images and all relative worfhip. The fervitude 
of the Jews might curb their zeal and depreciate 
their authority; but the triumphant Mufulmans , 
who reigned at Damafcus , and threatened Con- 
ftantinople , call into the fcale of reproach the 
accumulated weight of truth and victory. The 
cities of Syria, Paleftine , and Egypt, had been 
fortified with the images of Chrill , his mother, 
and his faints ; and each city prefumed on the 
hope or promife of miraculous defence. In a 
rapid conqucft of ten years , the Arabs fubdued 
thofe cities and tliefe images ; and , in their 
opinion, the Lord of Holts pronounced a decifive 
judgment between the adoration .and contempt of 
thcfe mute and inanimate idols. For a while 
EdelTa had braved the Ferfian a {faults ; but the 
chofen city, the fpoufe of Chrift, was involved 
in the common ruin; and his divine refemblance 
became the {lave and trophy of the infidels. After 
a fervitude of three hundred years, the Palladium 
was yielded to the devotion of Conftantinople, 
for a ranfom of.twelve thoufand pounds of filver, 
the redemption of two hundred Mufulmans , and 
a perpetual truce for the territory of Edeffa In 
this fcafon of diftrefs and difmay , the eloquence 
of the monks was exercifed in the defence of 
images; and they attempted to prove, that the 
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8 in p, fin and fchifm of the greated part of the Orien- 
XLix. tals had forfeited the favour , and annihilated the 
virtue , of thefe precious fyinbols. But the/ 
•were now oppofed by the murmurs of many 
fimple or rational Chridians , who appealed to 
the evidence of texts , of fads , and of the primi- 
tive times , and fecretly defired the reformation 
of the church. As the worlhip of images had 
never been edablilhed by any general or pofitive 
law , its progrefs in the Eadern empire had been 
retarded , or accelerated , by the differences of 
men and manners the local degrees of refinement, 
and the perfonal charadcrs of the bifhops. The 
fplendid devotion* was fondly cherilhed by the 
levity of the capital , and the inventive genius of 
the Byzantine clergy; while the rude and remote 
didrids of Afia were drangers to this innovation 
of facred luxury. Many large congregations of 
Gnoflics and Arians maintained , after their 
converfion, the fimple worfliip which had preced- 
ed their reparation; and the Armenians, the mod 
warlike fubjeds of Rome , were not reconciled , 
in the twelfth century, to the fight of images 17 . 
Thefe various denominations of men afforded a 
fund of prejudice and averfion , of frnall account 
in the villages of Anatplia or Thrace, but which, 
in the fortune of a foldier , a prelate , or an 
eunuch, might be often connedcd with the pow- 
ers of the church and date. 

7,eo the ico- Of fuch adventurers , the mod fortunate was 

hiV'rucceiTots the em P cror Leo the third who, from the 
a. d. mountains of Ifauria , afeended the throne of the 

7 '. 6 — S40, , . 
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Eafl. He was ignorant of facred and profane let- 
ters ; but bis education , his reafon , perhaps his 
intercourfe with the Jews and Arabs , had infpired 
the martial peafant with an hatred of images; and 
it was held to be the duty of a prince, to impofe 
on his fubjedts the dictates of his own confcience. 
But in the outlet of an unfettled reign, dur- 
ing ten years of toil and' danger, Leo fubmitted 
to the meannefs of hypocrify, bowed before the 
idols which he defpifed, and fatisfied the Roman 
pontiff with the annual profeflions of his ortho- 
doxy and zeal. In the reformation of religion, his 
firft fteps were moderate and cautious : he aflera- 
bled a great council of fenators and bifhops , and 
enadted , with their confent, that all the images 
fhould be removed from the fandluary and altar 
to a proper height in the churches , where they 
might be vifible to the eyes, and inacceflible to 
the fuperflition , of the people. But it was impof- 
fible on either fide to check the rapid though ad- 
verfe impulfe of veneration and abhorrence : in 
their lofty pofition , the facred images ftill edified 
their votaries and reproached the tyrant. He was 
himfelf provoked by refiflance and invedlive ; and 
his own party accufed him of an imperfedt dif- 
charge of his duty, and urged for his imitation, 
the example of the Jcwifh king, who had broken 
without fcruple the brazen ferpent of the temple. 
By a fecond edidl, he profcribed the exigence as 
well as the ufe of religious pidtures ; the churches 
of Conflantinople and the provinces were cleanfed 
from idolatry ; the images of Chrift, the Virgin, 
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and the Saints , were dcmolifhed , or a* fmooth 
furface of plafter was fpread over the walls of the 
edifice. The fed of the Iconoclafts was fupported 
by the zeal and defpotifm of fix emperors , and 
the Eaft and Weft were involved in a noify 
conflidt of one hundred and twenty years. It 
was the defign of Leo the Ifaurian to pronounce 
the condemnation of images , as an article of faith , 
and by the authority of a general council : but 
the convocation of fuch an affembly was referved 
for his fon Conftantine '* ; and though it is ftig- 
xnatifed by triumphant bigotry as a meeting of 
fools and atheifts, their own partial and mutilated 
ads betray many fymptoms of reafon and piety. 
The debates and decrees of many provincial-fyn- 
ods introduced the fummons of the general coun- 
cil which met in the fuburbs of Conftantinople , 
and was compofed of the refpedable number of 
three hundred and thirty-eight bifhops of Europe 
and Anatolia; for the patriarchs of Antioclj and 
Alexandria were the flaves of the caliph , and the 
Roman pontiff had withdrawn the churches of 
Italy and the Weft from the communion of the 
Greeks. Th is Byzantine fynod aflumed the rank 
and powers of the feventh general council : yet even 
this title was a recognition of the fix preceding af- 
femblies which had laboriouffy built the ftrudure of 
the Catholic faith. After a ferious deliberation of fix 
months, the three hundred and thirty-eight bifhops 
fubferibed an unanimous decree , that all vifiblefym- 
bolsofChrift, except in the Eucharift , were either 
blafphemous or heretical ; that image- worfhip 
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was a corruption of Chridianity and a renewal chap. 
of Paganifm ; that all fuch monuments of idolatry xlix. 
fhould be broken or erazed; and that thofe who 
fhould refufe to deliver the objedts of their private 
fiiperftition , were guilty of difobedience to the 
authority of the church and of the emperor. In 
their loud and loyal acclamations , they celebrated 
the merits of their temporal redeemer; and to his 
zeal and judice they entruded the execution of 
their fpiritual cenfures. At Condantin-ople , as in 
the former councils, the will of the prince was 
the rule of epifcopal faith; but on this occafion, 

I am inclined to fufpedt that a large majority of 
die prelates facrificed their fecret confcience to the Their cre«a. 
temptations of hope and fear. In the long night 
of fuperftition , the Chriftians had wandered far 
away from the limplicity of the gofpel : nor was 
it eafy for them to difcern the clue, and tread 
back the mazes , of the labyrinth. The worfhip 
of images was infeparably blended , at lead to a 
pious fancy, with the Crofs , the Virgin, the 
Saints and their relics: the holy ground was in- 
volved in a cloud of miracles and vifions; and 
the nerves of the mind , curiofjty and fcepticifm , 
were benumbed by the hajbits of obedience and 
belief. Condantine himfelf is accufed of indulging 
a royal licence to doubt, or deny, or deride the 
mylferies of the Catholics " , but they were deep- 
ly infcribed in the public and private creed of 
his bilhops ; and the bolded Iconoclad might af> 
fault with a fecret horror, the monuments of po- 
pular devotion , which were confecrated to the 
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honour of his celedial patrons. In the reforma- 
tion of the fixteenth century, freedom and know- 
ledge had expanded all the faculties of man; the 
third: of innovation fuperfeded the reverence of 
antiquity, and the vigour of Europe could difdaiii 
thofe phantoms which terrified the fickly and 
fervile weaknefs of the Greeks. 

The fcandal of an abdrad herefy can be only; 
proclaimed to the people by the blad of the ec- 
clefiadical trumpet; but the mod ignorant can 
perceive, the mod torpid mud feel, the profana- 
tion and downfal of their vifible deities. The fird 
hodilities of Leo were directed againd a lofty 
Chrid on the vedibule, and above the gate, of 
the palace. A ladder had been planted for the 
affault, but it was furioufly fhaken by a crowd 
of zealots and women: they beheld, with pious 
tranfport , the miniders of faorilege tumbling 
from on high , and dalhed againd the 
pavement ; and the honours of the ancient 
martyrs were prodituted to thefe criminals , 
who judly fuffered for murder and rebellion **. 
The execution of the Imperial edids was refided 
by frequent tumults in Condantinople and the 
provinces : -the perfon of Leo was endangered , 
his officers were maffacrcd, and the popular en- 
thufiafm was quelled by the dronged efforts of 
the civil and military power. Of the Archipelago, 
or Holy Sea, the numerous iflands were filled 
with images and monks : their votaries abjured , 
without fcruple , the enemy of Chrid, his mother, 
and- the faints: they armed a fleet of boats and 
gallies, difplayed their confccratcd banners,' and 
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boldly fleered for the harbour of Conflantinople, chap. 
to place on the throne a new favourite of God xuX. 
and the people. They depended on the fuccour 
of a miracle; but their miracles were inefficient 
againfl rhe G><rk fire ; and, after the defeat and 
conflagration of their fleet, the naked iflands 
were abandoned to the clemency or juflicc of the 
conqueror. The fon of Leo, in the firll year of 
his reign, had undertaken an expedition againfl 
the Saracens: during bis abfence, the capital, the 
palace, and the purple, were occupied by his 
kinfman Artavafdes, the ambitious champion of 
the orthodox faith. The worfhip of images was 
triumphantly reftored : the patriarch renounced 
his dillimulation , or diifembied his fentiments ; 
and the righteous claim of the ufurper was' 
acknowledged, both in the new, and in ancient, 

Rome. Conflantine flew for refuge to his paternal 
mountains; but he defeended at the head of the 
bold and aft’edlionate Ifaurians; and his final vic- 
tory confounded the arms and predictions of the 
fanatics. His long reign was diflracled with 
clamour, fedition, confpiracy, and mutual hatred, 
and fanguinary revenge: the perfecution of images 
was the motive, or pretence, of his adverfaries; 
and, if they miffed a temporal diadem, they 
M were rewarded by the Greeks with the crown of 
martyrdom. In every adl of open and clandefline 
treafon, the emperor felt the unforgiving enmity 
of the monks, the faithful Haves of the fuper- 
flition to which they owed their riches and 
influence. They prayed, they preached, they 
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chap, abfolved, they inflamed, they confpired : the foli- 
xux. tude of Paleltine poured forth a torrent of invec- 
tive; and the pen of St. John Damafcenus ”, the 
lalt of the Greek fathers, devoted the tyrant’s 
head, both in this world and the next ". I am 
not at leifure to examine how far the monks 
provoked, nor how much they have exaggerat- 
ed, their real and pretended fufterings, nor how 
many loft: their lives or limbs, their eyes or their 
beards, by the cruelty of the emperor. From 
the chaftilement of individuals, he proceeded to 
the abolition of the order; and, as it was wealthy 
and ufelefs, his refentment might be ftimulated. 
by avance and juftified by patriotifm. The for-' 
midable name and million of the Drapon **, his' 
vifttor-general, excited the terror and abhorrence 
' of the b(ack nation : the religious communities 

were diflolved ; the buildings were converted 
into magazines, or barracks; the lands, moveables, 
and cattle, were conlifcated ; and our modern 
precedents will fupport the charge , that much 
wanton or malicious havock was ekercifed againft 
the relics, and even the books, of the monafte* 
ries. With the habit and profeflion or' monks, the 
public and private worfliip of images was rigoroufly 
proferibed; and it Ihould feem, that a folemn, ab- 
juration of idolatry was exacted from the fubjects, 
oratleaftfrom the clergy, of theEaftdrn empire 15 . 

State of Italy. * The patient Eaft abjured, with reluctance, her 
facred images; they were fondly cherifhed, and 
vigoroufly defended, by the independent zeal of 
the Italians. In ccclelialtical rank and jurifdiCtion, . 

the 



/ 



Digitized -by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 17 



the patriarch of Conllantinople and the pope of chap. 
Rome were nearly equal. But the Greek prelate xlix. 
was a domeflic flave under the eye of his mailer, 
at whofe nod he alternately palled from the con- 
vent to the throne, and from the throne to the 
convent. A dillant and dangerous llation , amidll 
the Barbarians of the Well, excited the fpirit 
and freedom of the Latin bilhops. Their popu- 
lar election endeared them to the Romans : the 
public and private indigence was relieved by 
their ample revenue; and the weaknefs or negledt 
of the emperors compelled them to confult, both 
in peace and war, the temporal fafety of the 
city. In the fchool of adverlity the priell infen- 
fibly imbibed the virtues and the ambition of a 
prince; the fame character was aflumed , the fame 
policy was adopted, by the Italian, the Greek, 
or the Syrian, who afeended the chair of -St. Pe- 
ter; and, after the lofs of her legions and pro. 
vinces, the genius and fortune of the popes again 
reftored the fupremacy of Rome. It is agreed, 
that in the eighth century their dominion was 
founded on rebellion, and that the rebellion was 
produced, and juftifted , by the herefy of the 
Iconoclafls ; but the condudt of the fecond 
and third Gregory, in this memorable contefl, 
is varioufly interpreted by the wifhes of their 
friends and enemies. The Byzantine writers 
unanimoufly declare, that, after a fruiclefs ad- * 

monition, they pronounced the feparation of the 
Hall und Weft , and deprived the facrilegious 
tyrant of the revenue and fovereignty of Italy. 

Vol. IX. C 
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Their excommunication is ftill more clearly ex* 
prelfed by the Greeks, who beheld the accom- 
plilhment of the papal triumphs; and as they are 
more ftrongly attached to their religion than to 
their country, they praife, inftead of blaming, 
the zeal and orthodoxy of thefe apoftolical men **. 
The modern champions 'of Rome are eager to 
accept the praife and the precedent: this great 
and glorious example of the depofition of royal 
heretics is celebrated by the cardinals Baronins 
and Bellarmine 17 ; and if they arc alked, why 
the fame thunders were not hurled a gain ft the 
Neros and Julians of antiquity? they reply, that 
the weaknefs of the primitive church was the 
foie caufe of her patient loyalty **. On this oc- 
cafion , the effects of love and hatred are the 
fame; and the zealous proteftants, who feek to 
kindle the indignation, and to alarm the fears, 
of princes and magiftrates, expatiate on the in- 
folence and treafon of the two Grevorics a«;ainft 
their lawful fovereign They are defended only 
by the moderate Catholics, for the moft part, 
of the Gallican church lQ , who refpect the faint, 
without approving the fin. Thefe common ad- 
vocates of the crown and the mitre circumfcribd 
the truth of fads by the rule of equity, ferip- 
ture, and tradition; and appeal to the evidence 
of the Latins JI , and the lives 13 and epiilles of 
die popes thcmfclves. 

T wo original epiftlcs , from Gregory the 
fecond to the emperor Leo, arc ftill extant 
and if they cannot be praifed as the moft perfed 
models of eloquence and logic, they exhibit the 



Digitized by Google 




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 19 

portrait, j or at lead the malk, of the founder 
of the papal monarchy. “ During ten pure and 
<c fortunate years, ” fays Gregory to the emperor, 
“ we have tailed the annual comfort of your 
“ royal letters, fubfcribed in purple ink, with 
<c your own hand, the facred pledges of your 
£C attachment to the orthodox creed of our fathers. 
“ How deplorable is the change! how tremen- 
* c dous the fcandal! You now accufe the Catho- 
<c lies of idolatry and, by the accufation you 
cc betray your own impiety and ignorance. To 
* c this ignorance we are compelled to adapt the 
<c groITnefs of our flyle and arguments: the firft 
“ elements of holy letters are fufficient for your 
K confufion ; and were you to enter a grammar- 
<c fchool , and avow yourfelf the enemy of our 
“ worlhip, the fimple and pious children would 
“ be provoked to call their h'jrn-books at your 
“ head. ” After this decent falutation , the pope 
attempts the ufual diftintflion between the idols 
of antiquity and the Chrillian images. The 
former were the fanciful reprefentations of phan- 
toms or daemons, at a time when the true God 
had not manifelled his perfon in any vifible 
likenefs. The latter are genuine forms of Chrifl, 
his mother, and his faints, who had approved, by 
a crowd of miracles, the innocence and merit of 
this relative worfhip. He mud indeed have truded 
to the ignorance of Leo, fince he could aflert the 
perpetual ufe of images, from the apollolic age, 
and their venerable prefence in the fix fynods of 
the Catholic church. A more fpecious argument is 
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chap, drawn from prefent poffeflion and recent practice: 
xlix- the harmony of the Chriftian world fnperfedes 
the demand of a general council ; and Gregory 
frankly confeffes, that fuch alfembhes can only 
be ufeful under the reign of an orthodox prince. 
To the impudent and inhuman Leo, more guilty 
than an heretic, he recommends peace, filence, 
and implicit obedience to his fpiritual guides of 
Conftantinople and Rome. The limits of civil 
and ecclefiaftical powers are defined by the 

pontiff. To the former he appropriates the body; 
to the latter, the foul: the fword of jullice is in 
the hands of the magiftrate: the more formidable 
weapon of excommunication is entrufted to the 
clergy ; and in the exefcife of their divine 

commiffion , a zealous fcm will not fpare his 
offending father : the fucceffor of St. Peter may 
lawfully chaflife the kings of the earth. “ You 
“ affault us , O tyrant ! with a carnal and 

“ military hand: unarmed and naked, we can 

£t only implore the Chrift, the prince of the 
c< heavenly holt, that, he will fend unto you a 
“ devil , for the deftruction of your body and 
“ the falvation of your foul. You declare, with 
“ foclifh arrogance, I will difpatch my orders 
“ to Rome : I will break in pieces the image 
“ of St. Peter; and Gregory, like his predecelfor 
cc Martin , lhall be tranfported in chains , and 
<c in exile, to the foot of the Imperial throne. 
{t Would to God, that I might be permitted to 
“ tread in the footfleps of the holy Martin ; but 
tc may the fate of Conftans ferve as a warning 
cc to the perfecutors of the church. After his 
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** juft condemnation by die bilhops of Sicily, 
“ the tyrant was cut off, in the fulnefs of his 
“ fins, by a domeftic fervant: the faint is ftill 
** adored by the nations of Scythia, among whom 
“ he ended his banifhment and his life. But it is 
“ our duty to live for the edification and fupport 
“ of the faithful people; nor are we reduced to 
“ rillc our fafety on the event of a combat. Inca- 
“ pable as you are of defending your Roman 
“ fubje&s, the maritime fituation of the city may 
“ perhaps expofe it to your depredation ; but 
“ we can remove to the diftance of four-and- 
“ twenty Jladia 14 , to the firft fortrefs of the 
“ lombards, and then — you may purfue the 
a winds. Are you ignorant that the popes are 
“ the bond of union, the mediators of peace, 
ct between the Eaft and Weft? The eyes of the 
“ rations are fixed on our humility; and they 
“ revere , as a God upon earth , the apoftle 
“ St. Peter, whofe image you threaten to de- 
“ jftroy The remote and interior kingdoms 
“ of the Weft prefent their homage to Chrift 
“ and his vicegerent; and we now prepare to 
“ vifit one of their molt powerful monarchs, 
u who defires to receive from our hands the 
8 facrament of baptifm The Barbarians have 
u fubmitted to the yoke of the gofpel, while you 
t£ alone are deaf to the voice of the Shepherd. 
u Thefe pious Barbarians are kindled into rage : 
u they thirft to avenge the pcrfecution of the 
“ Eaft. Abandon your rafh and fatal enterprife; 
“ refledl, tremble, and repent. If you perfift, 
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cc we are innocent of the blood that will be 
“ fpilt in the conteft ; may it fall on your own 
„ head. 

The hrft aflault of I .eo againft the images of 
Conftantinople had been witneffed by a crowd of 
ftrangers from Italy and the Weft, who related 
with grief and indignation the facrilege of the 
emperor. But on the reception of his profcriptive 
edicft, they trembled for their domeftic deities; 
the images of Chrift and the Virgin , of the 
angels, martyrs, and faints, were abolifhed in 
all the churches of Italy; and a ftrong alternative 
was propofed to the Roman pontiff, the royal 
favour as the price of his compliance, degradation 
and exile as the penalty of his difobedience. 
Neither zeal nor policy allowed him to hefitate; 
and the haughty ftrain in which Gregory ad- 
dreffed the emperor difplays his confidence in the* 
truth of his doctrine or the powers of refiftance. 
Without depending on prayers or miracles , he 
boldly armed againft the public enemy, and his 
paftoral letters admonifhed the Italians of their 
danger and their duty At this fignal, Ravenna, 
Venice . and the cities of the Exarchate and 
Pentapolis , adhered to the caufe of religion; 
their military force by fea and land confifted, 
for the moft part, of the natives; and the fpirit 
pf patriotifm and zeal was transfufed into the 
mercenary ftrangers. The Italians fwore to live 
and die in the defence of the pope and the holy 
images; the Roman people was devoted to their 
father, and even the Lombards were ambitious 
/ 
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to (hare the merit and advantage of this holy 
war. The moft treafonable ad, but the mod 
obvious revenge , was the deftrudion of the 
flames' of Leo himfelf : the moft effedual and 
pleaiing meafure of rebellion , was the with- 
holding the tribute of Italy , and depriving 
him of a power which he had recently abufed 
by the impofition of a new capitation **. A 
form of adminiftration was preferved by the 
eledion of magiftrates and governors; andfo high 
was the public indignation , that the Italians were 
prepared to create an orthodox emperor , and to 
condud him with a. fleet and army to the palace 
of Conftantinople. In that palace, the Roman 
bilhops , the fecond and third Gregory, were 
condemned as the authors of the revolt, and 
every attempt was made either by fraud or .force 
to feizc their perfons , and to ftrike at their lives. 
The city was repeatedly vifited or aflaulted by 
captains of the guards , and dukes and exarchs 
of high dignity or fecret truft ; they landed with 
foreign troops, they obtained fome domeftic aid, 
,and the fuperftition of Naples may blufh that 
her fathers were attached to the caufe of herefy. 
But thefe clandeftine or open attacks were repelled 
by the courage and vigilance of the Romans; the 
Greeks were overthrown and maffacred-, their 
leaders fuffered an ignominious death , and the 
popes; however inclined to mercy, refufed to 
intercede for thefe guilty vidims. At Ravenna 
the fevcral quarters of the city had long exercifed 
a bloody and hereditary feud ; in religious con 
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chat, troverfy they found a new aliment of faction : 
xux. but the votaries of images were fuperior in 
numbers or fpirit, and the exarch , who attempted 
to ftem the torrent, loft his life in a popular 
fedicion. To punilh this flagitious deed, and 
reftore his dominion in Italy , the emperor fent 
a fleet and army into the Adriatic gulf. After 
flittering 'from the winds and waves much lofs 
and delay, the Greeks made their defcent in the 
neighbourhood of Ravenna : they threatened to 
depopulate the guilty capital, and to imitate, 
perhaps to furpafs, the example of Juftinian the 
fecond , who had chaftifed a former rebellion by 
the choice and execution of fifty of the principal 
inhabitants. The women and clergy, in fackcloth 
and afhes,, lay proftrate in prayer; the men 
were, in arms for the defence of their country ; 
the common danger had united the fadions, and 
the event of a battle was preferred to the flow 
miferies of a fiege. In a hard-fought day, as the 
two armies alternately yielded and advanced, a 
phantom was fecn , a voice was heard , and 
Ravenna was vidorious by the affurance of victory. 
The ftrangers retreated to their Ihips , but the 
populous fea-coaft poured .forth a multitude of 
boats ; the waters of the Po were fo deeply 
infeded with blood, that during fix years, the 
public prejudice abftained from the fifh of the 
river; and the inftitution of an annual feaft per- 
petuated the worfhip of images, and the abhor- 
rence of the Greek tyrant. Amidft the triumph 
of the Catholic arms , the Roman pontiff convened 
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a fynod of ninety-three bilhops againft the herefy chap. 
of the Iconoclafts, With their confent, he pro- xlix. 
nounced a general excommunication againft all 
■who by word or deed fhould attack the tradition 
of the fathers and the images of the faints : in 
this fentence the emperor was tacitly involved ’*, 
but the vote of a laft and hopclefs remonftrance 
may feem to imply that the anathema was yet 
fufpended over his guilty head. No fooner had 
they confirmed their own fafety, the worfhip of 
images, and the freedom of Rome and Italy, 
than the popes appear to have relaxed of their 
feverity , and to have fpared the relics of the 
Byzantine dominion: Their moderate counfels 

delayed and prevented, the election of a new 
emperor, and they exhorted the Italians not to 
feparate. from the body of the Roman monarchy. 

The exarch was permitted to refide within the 
walls of Ravenna, a captive rather thanamafter; t 
and till the Imperial coronation of Charlemagne, 
the government of Rome and Italy was exercifed 
in the name ofj the fucceffors of Conflantine 4I . 

The liberty, of Rome , which had been opprefled Republic of 
by the arms and arts of Auguftus, was refcued , Rome * 
after feven hundred and fifty years of fervitude, 
from the perfecution of Leo the lfaurian. By the 1 t 

Caefars , the triumphs of the confuls had been 
annihilated: in the decline and fall of the empire, 
the god Terminus, the facred boundary, had 
infenfibly receded from the ocean, the Rhine, 
the Danube, and the Euphrates; and Rome 
was reduced to her ancient territory from Viterbo 
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Chap, to Tcrracina, and from Narni to the mouth of 
XUX. the Tyber 4 \ When the kings were banilhed , 
the republic repofed on the firm bafis which had 
been founded by their wifdom and virtue. Their 
perpetual jurifdidion was divided between two 
annual magiftrates: the fenate continued to exercife 
the^ powers of adminiltration and counfel; and 
the legifiative authority was diftributed in the 
nffemblies of the people , by a well-proportioned 
fcale of property and fervice. Ignorant of the 
arts of luxury, the primative Romans had improved 
the fcience of government and war : the will of 
the community was abfolute: the rights of indi- 
viduals were facred : one hundred and thirty 
thoufand citizens were armed for defence or 
conqueft; and a band of robbers and outlaws 
was moulded into a nation , deferving of freedom 
and ambitious of glory 4 \ When the fovereignty 
of the Greek emperors was extipguifhed , the 
ruins of Rome prefen ted the fad image of depo- 
pulation and decay: her flavery was an habit, 
licr liberty an accident; the effect of fuperftition , 
and the object of her own amazement and terror. 
The laft veftige of the fubltance, or even the 
forms, of the conftitution, was obliterated from 
I the practice and memory of the Romans; and 

they were devoid of knowledge, or virtue, again 
to build tlie fabric of a commonwealth. Their 
fcanty remnant, the offspring of flaves and ftran- 
gers , was defpicable in the eyes of the victorious 
Barbarians. As often as the Franks or Lombards 
expreffed their molt bitter contempt of a foe, 
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they called him a Roman; “and in this name;” 
fays the bifhop Liutprand , “ we include whatever 
“ is bafe, whatever is cowardly, whatever is 
“ perfidious , the extremes of avarice and luxury, 
,f and every vice that can proftitute the dignity 
“ of human nature *\ ” By the neceflity of their 
fituation , the inhabitants of Rome were caft into 
the rough model of a republican government: 
they were compelled to eledt fome judges in 
peace and fome leaders in war : the nobles aflem- 
bled to deliberate, and their refolves could not 
be executed without the union and confent of the 
multitude. The ftyle of the Roman fenate and 
people was revived but the fpirit was fled; 
and their new independence was difgraced by 
the tumultuous conflid of licentioufnefs and 
oppreffion. The want of laws could only be 
fupplied by the influence of religion, and their 
foreign and domeftic counfels were moderated by 
the authority of the bilhop. His alms, his fer- 
mons, his correfpondence with the kings and 
prelates of the Weft, his recent fervices, their 
gratitude, and oath, accuftomed the Romans to 
confider him as the firft magiftrate or prince of 
the city. The Chriftian humility of the popes 
was not offended by the name of Dominus , or 
Lord ; and their face and infeription are ftill 
apparent on the moft ancient coins 4 *. Their 
temporal dominion is now confirmed by the reve- 
rence of a thoufand years ; and their nobleft title 
is the free choice of a people, whom they had 
redeemed from ilavery. 
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In the quarrels of ancient Greece , the holy 
people of Elis enjoyed a perpetual peace, under 
the protection of Jupiter, and in the exercife of 
the Olympic games ". Happy would it have 
been for the Romans , if a fimilar privilege had 
guarded the patrimony of St. Peter from the 
calamities of war ; if the Chridians, who vifited 
the holy threshold , would hav.e fhcathed their 
fwords in the prefence of the apodle and his fuc~ 
cefibr. Hut this mydic circle could have been 
traced only by the wand of a legiflator and a fage : 
this pacific fydem was incompatible with the zeal 
and ambition of the popes: their Romans were 
not addicted, like the inhabitants of Elis, to the 
innocent and placid labours of agriculture; and 
the Barbarians of Italy , though foftened by the 
climate, were far below the Grecian dates in the 
inftitutions of public and private life. A memorable 
example of repentance and piety was exhibited by 
Liutprand king of the Lombards. In arms, at the gate 
of the Vatican, the conqueror lidened to the voice 
of Gregory the fecond ”, withdrew his troops, 
refigned his conquefls , refpe&fully vifited the 
church of St. Peter, and, after performing his 
devotions, offered his fword and dagger, his cuirafs 
and mantle , his filver crofs , and his crown of 
gold, on the tomb of the apodle. But this religious 
fervour was the illufion, perhaps the artifice, of 
the moment; the fenfe of intered is drong and 
lading; the love of arms and rapine was congenial 
to the Lombards; and both the prince and people 
were irrefiftibly tempted by the diforders of Italy, 
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the nakednefs of Rome, and the unwarlike pro- 
feflion of her new chief. On the firft; edids of 
the emperor, they declared themfelves the cham- 
pions of the holy images: Liutprand invaded the 
province of Romagna, which had already affumed 
that diftindive appellation; the Catholics of the 
Exarchate yielded without reludance to his civil 
and military power; and a foreign enemy was 
introduced for the firft time into the impregnable 
fortrefs of Ravenna. That city and fortrefs were 
fpeedily recovered by the adive diligence and mari- 
time forces of the Venetians ; and thofe faithful 
fubjeds. obeyed the exhortation of Gregory himfelf, 
in feparating the perfonal guilt of Leo from the 
general caufe of the Roman empire 4> . . The Greeks 
were-lefs mindful of the fervice, than the Lombards 
of the injury: the two nations, hoftile in their 
faith , were reconciled in a dangerous and unnatural 
alliance; the king and the exarch marched to the 
conqueft of Spoleto and Rome: the ftorm evapo- 
rated without effed , but the policy of Liutprand 
alarmed Italy with a vexatious alternative of hoftil- 
ity and truce. His fuccefior Aftolphus declared 
himfelf the equal enemy of the emperor and the 
pope : Ravenna was fubdued by force or treachery s “, 
and this final conqueft extinguilhed the ferieS of 
the exarchs , who had reigned with a fubordinate 
power fince the time of Juftinian and the ruin of 
the Gothic kingdom. .Rome was fummoned to 
acknowledge the vidorious Lombard as her Idwful 
Sovereign; the annual tribute of a piece of gold 
was fixed as the ranfom of each citizen , and the 
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fword of deftrudlion was unfheathed' to" eiiact the 
penalty of her difobcdieilce. The Romans hcfi- 
tated; they entreated; they complained ; and the 
threatening Barbarians were checked by arms and 
negociations , till the popes had engaged the friend- 
Ihip of an ally and avenger beyond the Alps SI . 

■ In his diftrefs, the firft Gregory had ipplored 
the aid of the hero of the age, of Charles Martel , 
who governed the French monarchy with the 
humble title of mayor or duke; and who , by his 
fignal vi&ory over the Saracens , had faved his 
country, and perhaps Europe, from the Maho- 
metan yoke. The ambaffadors of the pope were 
received by Charles with decent reverence; but 
the greatnefs of his occupations, and the fliortnefs 
of his life, prevented his interference in the affairs 
of Italy , except by a friendly and ineffectual 
mediation. His fon Pepin , the heir of his power 
and virtues , affumed the office of champion of 
the Roman church ; and the zeal of the French 
prince appears to have been prompted by the love 
of glory and religion. But the danger , was oil 
the banks of the Tyber, the fuccour on thofe of 
the Seine; and our fympathy is cold to the relation 
of diftant mifery. Amidft the tears of the city, 
Stephen the third embraced the generous refolution 
of vifiting in perfon the courts of Lombardy and 
France, to deprecate the injuftice of his enemy, 
or excite the pity and indignation of his friend. 
After foothing the public defpair by litanies and 
orations, he undertook this laborious journey with 
the ambaffadors of the French monarch and the 
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Greek emperor. The king of the Lombards was 
inexorable; but his threats. could not filence the 
complaints* nor retard the fpeed, of the Roman 
pontiff, who traverfed the Pennine Alps, repofed 
in the abbey of St. Maurice, and hadened to grafp 
the right-hand of his protedar; a hand which was 
never lifted in vain, either in war or friendlhip. 
Stephen was entertained as the vifible fucceffor of 
the apofUe; at the next affembly, the field of 
March or of May, his injuries were expofed to 
a devout and warlike nation, and he repaired the 
Alps, not as a fuppliant, but as a conqueror, at 
the head of a French army, which was led by 
the king in perfon. The Lombards, after a weak 
refillance, obtained an ignominious peace, and 
fwore to redore the poffelTions , and to refped the 
fandity , of the Roman church. But no fooner 
was Adolphus delivered from the prefence of the 
French arms, than he forgot his promife and refented 
his difgrace. Rome was again encompaffed by his 
arms; and Stephen, apprehenfive of fatiguing 
the zeal of his Tranfalpine allies, enforced his 
complaint and requed, by an eloquent letter in 
the name and perfon of St. Peter himfelf **. The 
apoflle affures his adoptive fons, the king, the 
clergy, and the nobles of France, that dead in 
the field, he is dill alive in the fpirit; that they 
now hear, and mud obey , the voice of the founder 
and guardian of the Roman church : that the Virgin, 
the angels , the faints , and the martyrs , and all 
the hod of heaven , unanimoufly urge the requed, 
and will confefs the obligation ; that riches , yido- 
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ry , and paradife , will crown their pioils enterprife, 
and that eternal damnation will be the penalty of 
their neglect , if they differ his tomb, his temple, 
and his people, to fall into the hands of the perfi- 
dious Lombards. The fecond expedition of Pepin 
was [not lefs rapid and fortunate than the firft : 
St. Peter was fatisfied , Rome was again faved , 
and Adolphus was taught the leflbns of judice 
and fincerity by the fcourge of a foreign mailer. 
After this double chaftifement , the Lombards 
languifhed about twenty years in a Hate of languor 
and decay. But their minds were not yet humbled 
to their condition ; and indead of affedting the 
pacific virtues of the feeble, they peevilhly ha- 
rafl'ed the Romans with a repetition of claims, 
e’vafions , and inroads , which they undertook 
without reflection and terminated without glory. 
On either fide , their expiring monarchy was 
prefled by the zeal and prudence of pope Adrian 
the firlt , the genius, the fortune, and greatnefs 
of Charlemagne the fon of Pepin; thefe herbes of 
the church and (late were united in public and 
domellic friendlhip, and while they trampled on 
the proftrate, they varnilhed their proceedings 
with the faired colours of equity and moderation ’ . 
The pafles of the Alps , and the walls of Pavia , 
were the only defence of the Lombards; the former 
were furprifed, the latter were inveded, by the 
fon of Pepin ; and after a blockade of two years ,» 
Defiderius , the lad of theif native princes, fur- 
rendered his fceptre and his capital. Under the 
dominion^ of a foreign king , but in the poffedion 
* of 
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of their national laws , the Lombards became the c it a p. 
brethren, rather than the fubjects, of the Franks; xu& 
who derived their blood, and manners, and 
language , from the fame Germanic origin 

The mutual obligations of the popes and the Pepin ana 
Carlovingian family, form the important link of Lh,rle .. 

0 7 ' • • 1 . magne, kmj 

ancient and modern, of civil and ccclefiaftical , of France, 
hiftory. In the conquefl of Italy, the chajnpions A ‘_ n ' 
of the Roman church obtained a favourable occa- 
fion, a* fpecious title, the willies of the people, 
the prayers and intrigues of the clergy. But the 
moll elfential gifts of the popes to the'Carlovingian 
race were the dignities of king of France 51 , and 
of patrician of Rome. I: Under the facerdotal . 
monarchy of St. Peter, the nations began to refnme 
thepradice offeeking, on the banks of theTyber, 
their kings , their laws , and the oracles of their 
fate. The Franks were perplexed between the 
name and fubftance of their government. All the 
powers of royalty were exercifed by Pepin, mayor • 
of the palace ; and nothing , except the regal title , 
was wanting to his ambition. His enemies were 
erufhed by his valour; his friends were multiplied 
by his liberality ; his father had been the faviour 
of Chriftendom ; and the claims of perfonal merit 
were repeated and ennobled in a defeent of four 
generations. The name and image of royalty was 
(till preferved in the lad defcendant of Clovis, the 
feeble Childeric ; but his obfolete right could only 
be.ufcd as an inftrumeflt of fedition; the nation 
was delirous of reftoring the fimplicity of the con- 
flitution; and Pepin, a lubjed and a prince, was 
Vox.. IX. U 
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ambitious to nfcertain his own rank and the for* 
/tune of his family. The mayor and the nobles 
were bound , by an oath of fidelity, to the royal 
phantom : the blood of Clovis \tfas pure and facred 
in their eyes ; and their common ambadadors ad- 
drefled the Roman pontiff, to difpel their Temples* 
or to abfolve their promife. The interefi: of pope 
Zachary , ‘The fucceffor of the two Gregories, 
prompted him to decide, and to decide in their 
favour: he pronounced that the nation* might 
lawfully unite, in the fame perfon, the title and 
authority of king; and that the unfortunate Chil* 
deric , a vidim of the public fafety , fliould be 
degraded , lhaved , and confined in a monaftery 
for the remainder of his days. An anfwer, fo 
agreeable to their willies, was accepted by the 
Franks , as the opinion of a cafuilt , the fentence 
of a judge, or the oracle of a prophet : the Mero- 
vingian race difappeared from the earth ; and Pepin 
was" exalted on a buckler by the fuffrage of a free 
people , accuftomed to obey his laws and to march 
under his ftandard. His coronation was twice 
performed, with the'fandion of the popes, by 
their mod faithful fervant St. Boniface , the apoftle 
of Germany , cfend by the grateful hands of Stephen 
the third, wh'of in the monaftery of St. Denys , 
placed the diadem on the head of his benefador. 
The royal undion of the kings oflfrael was dex- _ 
t rou. fly applied s ‘ : the fucceffor of St. Peter affumecl 
the ebarader of a divine ’ambaffador: a German 
chieftain was transformed into the Lord’s anoin- 
ted ; and this Jewilh rite has been diffufed and 
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maintained by the fuperflition and vanity of mo- 
dern Europe. ^The Franks were abfolved from* 
their ancient oath;. but a dire anathema was thun- 
dered agamfl them and their poflerity, if they 
fhould dare to renew the fame freedom of choice, 
or to eled a king, except in the holy and meritorious 
race of the Carlovingian princes. Without appre- 
hending the future danger, thefe princes gloried in 
their prefcnt fecurity : the fecretary of Charlemagne 
affirms, that the French. fceptre was transferred by 
the authority of the popes ” ; and, in their boldell 
enterpriies, they infill, with confidence, on this 
fignal and fuccefsful ad of temporal jurifdidion. 

II. In the change of manners and language , 
the patricians of Rome " were far removed from 
the fenate of Romulus, or the palace of Con- 
flantine, from the free nobles of the republic, or 
the fictitious parents of the emperor. After the 
recovery of Italy and Africa by the arms of Jufli- 
nian , the importance and danger of thofe remote 
provinces required the prefence of- a fupreme raa- 
giftrate ; he was indifferently flyled the exarch 
or the patrician; and the governors of Ravenna, 
who fill their place in the chronology of princes, 
extended their jurifdidion over the Roman city. 
Since the revolt of Italy and the lofs of the 
Exarchate, the diflrefs of the Romans had exaded 
fome facrifice of their independence. Yet, even 
in this ad, they exercifed the right of difpofing 
of themfelves ; and the decrees of the fenate and 
people fucceflively invefled Charles Martel and 
his poflerity, with the honours of patrician of 
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Rome. The leaders of a powerful nation would 
have difdained a fervile title a^i fubordinate 
office; but the reign of the Greek emperors was 
fufpended ; and, in the vacancy of the empire, 
they derived a more glorious commiffion from 
the pope and the republic. The Roman ambafla- 
dors prefented thefe patricians with the keys of 
the fhrine of St. Peter, as a pledge and fymbol 
of fovereignty; with a holy banner ^ which it 
was. their right and duty to unfurl in the defence 
of the church and city'**. In the time of Char- 
les JMartel and of Pepin, the interpofition of the 
Lombard kingdom covered the freedom, while 
it threatened the fafety, of Rome; and the patri- 
ciate reprefented only the ytle, the fervice , the 
alliance, of thefe diftant protectors. The power 
and policy of Charlemagne annihilated an enemy, 
and impofed a matter. In his firft vifit to the 
capital , he was received with all the honours 
which had formerly been paid to the exarch, the 
reprefentative of the emperor; and thefe honours 
obtained fome new decorations from the joy 
and gratitude of pope Adrian the firft “. No 
fooner was he infortned of the fudden approach 
of the monarch, than he difpatpheu the magiftra- 
tes and nobles of Rome to meet him, with the 
banner, about thirty miles from the city. At 
the diftance of one mile, the Flaminian way was 
lined with the fchools , or national communities, 
of Greeks, Lombards, Saxons, &c. : the Roman 
youth was under arms; and the children of a 
more tender age, with palms and olive branches 
in their hands , chaunted the praifes of their great 
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deliverer. At the afpefl of the holy erodes, and en chat. 
figns of the faints, he difmounted from his horfe, led XLix. 
the procedion of his nobles to the Vatican, and, 
as he afeended the flairs, devoutly killed each flep 
of the threfhoH of the apoflles. In the portico , 

Adrian expedted him at the head of his clergy: 
they embraced , as friends and equals ; but in their 
march to the altar, the king or patrician alTumed 
the right hand of the pope. Nor was the Frank 
content with thefe vain and empty demonftrations 
of refpedl. In tire twenty-fix years that elapfed, 
between the conquell of Lombardy and his Im- 
perial coronation , Rome , which had been deli- 
vered by the fword, was fubjedt , as his own, to 
the feeptre, of Charlemagne. The people fworc 
allegiance to his perfon and family : in his name 
money was coined, and jullicc was adminiftcred ; 
and the cledtion of the popes was examined and 
confirmed by his authority. Except an original 
and fel-nherent claim of fovereignty, there was 
not any prerogative remaining, which the title 
of emperor could add to the patrician of Rome 
The gratitude of the Carlovingians was ade- Donatio™ of 
quate to thefe obligations, and their names are |*P in and 
confecrated, as the faviours and benefadlors of m 1Rne to 
the Roman church. Her ancient patrimony of p°p«- 
farms and houfes was transformed by their bounty 
into the temporal dominion of cities and provin- 
ces; and the donation of the exarchate was the 
firft fruits of the conquefts of Pepin “. Aftolphus 
with a ftgh relinquilhed his prey; the keys and 
the hoflages of the principal cities were delivered 
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to the French ambaflador; and, in his mafler’s 
name, he prcfented them before the tomb of St. 
Peter. The ample meafure of the Exarchate ,} 
might comprife all the provinces of Italy which 
had obeyed the emperor and his vicegerent; but 
its firid and proper limits were included in the 
territories of Ravenna, Bologna, and Ferrara: 
its infeparable dependency was the Pentapolis, 
which ftretched along the Adriatic from Rimini 
to Ancona, and advanced into the midland coun«> 
try as far as the ridges of the Apennine. In 
this tranfadion the ambition and avarice of the 
popes has been feverely condemned. Perhaps 
the humility of a Chriftian prieft fhould have 
'Teieded an earthly kingdom, which it was not 
eafy for him to govern without renouncing the 
virtues of his profeffion. Perhaps a faithful fub- 
jed, or even a geneious enemy, would have 
been lefs impatient to divide the fpoils of the 
Barbarian ; and if the emperor had entrufled Ste- 
phen to folicit in his name the reftitution of the 
Exarchate, I will not abfolve the pope from the 
reproach of treachery and ialfehood. But in the 
rigid interpretation of the laws , every one may ac- 
cept, without iniury, whatever his benefador can 
bellow without injuftice'. I he Greek emperor had 
abdicated or forfeited his tight to the Exarchate ; 
and the fword of Altolphus was broken by the 
Wronger fword of the Carlovingian. It was not in 
the caufe of the Iconoclafl that Pepin had expofed 
his perfon and army in a double expedition beyond 
the Alps : he potfeflfed, and might lawfully alienate 
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his conquefts; and to the importunities of the Greeks, 
he pioufly replied, that no human confideration 
fhould tempt him to refume the gift which he had 
conferred on the Roman pontiff for the remiflion of 
his fins and thefalvation of his foul. The fplendid 
donation was granted in fupreme and abfolute 
dominion , and the world beheld for the firft 
time a Chriftian bifliop invefted with the prero- 
gatives of a temporal prince ; the choice of ma- 
giftrates, the excrcife of juflice, the impofition 
of taxes, and the wealth of the palace of Raven- 
na. In the dilfolution of the Lombard kingdom, 
the inhabitants of the dutchy of Spoleto ‘ 4 fought 
a refuge from the ftorm, fhaved their heads after 
the Roman fafliion , declarecLthemfelves the fer- 
vants and fubjeds of St. Peter , and completed , by 
this voluntary furrender, the prefent circle of the 
ecclefiaflical flate. That myfterious circle was 
enlarged to an indefinite extent, by the verbal 
or written donation of Charlemagne* 5 , who, in 
the firft tranfports of his vidory , defpoiled him- 
felf and theGrerek emperor of the cities and ifiands 
which had formerly been anpexed to the Exarch- 
ate. But , in the ^cooler moments of abfence 
and reflexion, he viewed, with an eye of jealoufy 
and envy , the recent greatnefs of his ecclefiaftical 
ally. The execution of his own and his father’s 
promifes was refpedfully eluded : the king of the 
Franks and Lombards afferted the inalienable rights 
of the empire; and, in his life and death , Raven- 
na**, as well asRome, was numbered in the lift 
of his metropolitan cities. The fovereignty of 
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the Exarchate melted away in the hands of the- 
popes:. they found in the archbilhops of Ravenna 
a dangerous and. domeftic rival ' 7 : the nobles 
and people difdained the yoke of a prieft; and, 
in the diforders of the times , they could only 
retain the memory of ancient claim, which, in 
a more profperous age, they have revived and 
realized. 

Fraud is the refource of weaknefs and cunning; 
and the ftrong , though ignorant. Barbarian was 
often entangled in the net of facerdotal policy. 
The Vatican and Lateran were an arfenal and 
manufatfture , which, according to tlffe occafion 
have produced or concealed a various colle&ion 
of falfe or gentling of corrupt or fufpicious , 
ads , as they tended to promote the intereft of 
the Roman church. Before the end of the eighth 
century, feme apoftolical feribe, perhaps the no- 
torious Ifidore, compofed the decretals, and the 
donation of Conftantine, the two magic pillars of 
the fpiritual and temporal monarchy of the popes. 
This memorable donation was introduced to the 
Vorld by an epiftle of Adrian the firft, who ex- 
horts Charlemagne to imitate the liberality, and 
revive the name , of the great Conftantine 
According to ti e legend, the firft of theChriftian 
emperors was healed of the leprofy, and purified 
in die waters of baplifm , by St. Silvefter, the 
Roman bifhop ; and never was phyfician more 
gjorioufly recompenfed. His royal profelyte with- 
drew from the feat and patrimony of St. Peter: 
declared his refolution of founding a new capital 
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in the Faft; and refigned to the popes the free 
and perpetual fovereignty of Rome, Italy, and 
the provinces of the Well **. This fiction was 
productive of the molt beneficial effects. The 
Greek princes were convicted of the guilt of 
ufurpation; and the revolt of Gregory was the 
claim of his lawful inheritance. The popes were 
delivered from their debt of gratitude; and the 
nominal gifts of the Carlovingians were no more 
than the juft and irrevocable reftitution of a fcanty 
portion of the ect^tfiaftical ftate. The fovereignty 
of Rome no longer depended on the choice of 
a fickle people; and the fucceffors of St. Peter 
and Conftantine were inverted with the purple 
and prerogatives of the Caefars. So deep was 
the ignorance and credulity of the times , that 
the moft abfurd of fables was received, with 
equal reverence, in Greece and in France, and 
is ftill enrolled among the decrees of the canon 
law 7 \ The emperors, and the Romans., were 
incapable of difeerning a forgery, that fubverted 
their rights and freedom; and the only oppofition 
proceeded from a Sabine monaftery which, in 
the beginning of the twelfth century, difputed 
the truth and validity of the donation of Con- 
ftantine ”. In the revival of letters and liberty 
this fi&itious deed was tranfpierced by the pen 
of Laurentius Valla, the pen of an eloquent critic 
and a Roman patriot 7> . ' His contemporaries of 
the fifteenth century were aftonilhed at his facri- 
legious boldnefs; yet fuch is the filent and irre- 
fiftible progrefs of rcafon, that before the end of 
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the next age, the fable was rcje&ed by the con- 
tempt of hiftorians 7i and poets 74 , and the tacit 
or model! cenfure of the advocates of the Roman 
church 7S . The popes themfelves have indulged 
a fmile at the credulity of the vulgar ; but a 
falfe and obfolete title ftill fanftifies their reign ; 
and, by. the fame fortune which has attended, 
the decretals and the Sibylline oracles, the edifice 
has fubfifled after the foundations have been 
undermined. 

While the popes eflablilhed»in Italy their free- 
dom and dominion , the images , the firil caufe 
of their revolt, were reftored in the Eaflern em- 
pire 77 . Under the reign of Conflantine the fifth, 
the union of civil and ecclefiaftical power had 
overthrown the tree , without extirpating the root , 
of fuperftition. The idols , for fuch they were 
now held, were fecretly cherifhed by the order 
and the fex mo ft prone to devotion ; and tho 
fond alliance of the monks and females , obtained 
a final victory over the reafon and authority of 
man. Leo the fourth maintained with lefs ri- 
gour the religion of his father and grandfather; 
but his wife, the fair and ambitious Irene, had 
imbibed the zeal of the Athenians, the heirs of 
.the idolatry, rather than the philofophy, of their 
anceflors. During the life of her huiband, thefe 
fentiments were inflamed by danger and dilfimula- 
tion, and file could only labour to protedl and 
promote fome favourite monks whom (he drew 
from their caverns, and feated on the metropoli- 
tan thrones of the Eaft. But as foon as fhe reigned 
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in her own name and that of her fon , Irene chap. 
more ferioufly undertook the ruin of the Icouo- xlix. 
clafis; and the firfl (lep of her future perfecution, 
was a general edict for liberty of confciencc. In 
the reRoration of the monks, a thoufand images 
were expofed to the public veneration ; a thou- 
jfand legends were invented in their fufterings and 
miracles,. By the opportunities of death or re- 
moval, the epifcopal feats were judicioufiy filled ; 
the molt eager competitors for earthly or celelliai . 
favour, anticipated and flattered the judgment of 
their fovereign; and the promotion of her fecre- 
^ tary Tarafius , gave Irene the patriarch of ConRan- 
tinople, and the command of the Oriental church. 

But the decrees of a general council could only 
be repeated by a fimilar alfembly 7 * ; the Icono- 
claRs whom Ihe convened, were bold in pollef- 
fion, and averfe to debate; and the feeble voice 
of the bilhops was re-echoed by the more formid- 
able clamour of the foldiers and the people of 
ConRantinople. The delay and intrigues of a 
year, the reparation of the difaffeded troops, , 

and the choice of Nice for a fecond orthodox 
fynod, removed thefe obRacles;. and the epifcopal 
confidence was again, after the Greek falhion , vmii gene- 
in the hands of the prince. No more than eiglj- L 
teen days were allowed for the confummation of A . D :S7 ' 
this important work: the IconoclaRs appeared , Sept. 14 — 
not as judges , but as criminals or penitents ; the 0a ' " 3 ‘ 
feene was decorated by the legates of pope Adrian 
and the EaRern patriarchs 7 ’ , the decrees were 
framed by the prefidept Tarafius , and ratified by 
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the acclamations and fubfcriptions of three hun- 
dred and fifty bifhops. '1 hey uoammoufly pro- 
nounced, that the worfhip of images is agreeable 
to feripture and reafon, to the fathers and coun- 
cils of the church : but they hefitate whether that 
worfhip be relative or dirert ; whether the God- 
head, and the figure ,• of Chrifb be entitled to the 
fame mode of adoration. Of this fecond Nicene 
council, the adls are Hill extant; a curious monu- 
ment of fuperftition and ignorance, of falfebood 
and folly. I fhall Only notice the judgment of 
the bifhops , on the comparative merit of image- 
worfhip and morality. A monk had concluded a 
truce with the dxmjn of fornication , on condi- 
tion of interrupting his dailv prayers to a picture 
that hung in his cell. His fcruples prompted him 
to confult the abbot. “ Rather than abftam from 
“ adoring Chrift and his Mother in their holy 
tc images, it would be better for you,*' replied 
the cafuift , “ to enter every brothel , and vilit 
“ every proflitute , in the city *\” 

For the honour of orthodoxy, at lead the or- 
thodoxy of the Roman church , it is fomewhat 
unfortunate , that the two princes who conven- 
ed the two councils of Nice, are both ftained 
with the blood of their fons. The fecond of 
thefe affemblics was approved and rigoroufly 
executed by the defpotifm of Irene , and fhe 
refufed her adverfaries the toleration which at 
firffc fhe had granted to her friends.. During 
the five fuccecding; reigns ; a period of thirty- 
eight years, the conteft was maintained, with 
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unabated rage and various fuccefs , between 
the worfhippers and the breakers of the images ; 
but I am not inclined to pnrfue with minute dili- 
gence the repetition of the fame events. Nicepho- 
ros allowed a general liberty of fpeech and prac- 
tice ; and the only virtue of his reign is accufed 
by the monks as the caufe of his temporal and 
eternal perdition. Superdition and weaknefs form- 
ed the character of Michael the fird, but the faints 
and images were incapable of fupporting their 
votary on the throne. In the purple , Leo the 
fifth affected the name and religion of an Arme- 
nian; and the idols , with their fcditious adherents, 
were condemned to a fecond exile. Their applaufe 
would have fanCtified the murder of an impious 
tyrant, but his affaflin and fucceffor, the fecond 
Michael , was tainted from his birth with the 
Phrygian, herefies : he attempted to mediate be- 
tween the contending parties; and the intractable 
fpirit of the Catholics infenfibly caff him into the 
oppofitc fcale. His moderation was guarded by 
timidity; but his fon Theophilus , alike ignorant 
of fear and pity, was the lad and mod cruel of 
the Iconoclads. The enthufiafm of the times 
ran flrongly againft them; and the emperors, 
who Renamed the torrent, were exafperated and 
punifhed by the public hatred. After the death 
of 1 heophilus , the final victory of the images 
was atchieved by a fecond female, his widow 
Theodora , whom he left the guardian of the 
empire. Her meafures were bold and decifive. 
The fiction of a tardy repentance abfolvcd the 
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fame and the foul of her deceafed hufband : 
the fentence of the Iconbclaft was commuted 
from the lofs of his eyes to a whipping of 
two hundred ladies : the bilhops trembled , the 
monks fhouted, and the feftivaf of orthodoxy 
preferves the annual memory of the triumph of 
the images. A fingle queltion yet remained, 
whether they are endowed with any proper and 
inherent fan&ity : it Was agitated by 'he Greeks 
of the eleventh century and as this opinion 
has the ftrongeft recommendation of abfurdity, 
I am furprifed that it was not more explicitly 
decided in the affirmative. In the Weft, pope 
Adrian the firft accepted and announced the decrees 
of the Nicene affembly, which is now revered 
by the Catholics as the feventh in rank of the 
general councils. Rome and Italy were docile to 
the voice of their father; but the greateft part of 
the Latin Chriftians were far behind in £he race 
of fuperftition. The churches of France , Ger* 
many, England, and Spain, fteered a middle 
courfe between the adoration and the deftru&ion 
of images , which the* admitted into their temples, 
not as objects of worftiip , but as lively and ufefuls 
memorials of faith and hiftory. An angry book of 
.controverfy was compofed and publifhed in the 
name of Charlemagne ; under his authority a fynod 
of three hundred bilhops was’&lfembled at Frank- 
fort ” : they blamed the fury oi the Iconoclafts, 
but they pronounced a more feverc ceufure againft 
the fuperftition of the Greeks , and the decrees 
of their pretended council , which was long 
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defpifed by the Barbarians of the Weft Among ciia i\ 
them the worflnp of images advanced with a xux. 

filent and infenfible progrefs;' but a large atone- * 

ment is made for their hefttacion and delay, by 
the grofs idolatry of the ages which precede the 
reformation, and of the countries, both in Europe, 
and America, which are ftill immerfed in the 
gloom of fuperftition. 

It was after the Nicene fynod , and under the Final fcp-i-. 
reign of the pious Irene, that the popes con fum- ” t '°" ” r ^,,\ he - 
mated the reparation of Rome and Italy, by the the Eaikm . 
tranflation of the empire to the lefs orthodox* cini ‘^ re ’ 
.Charlemagne. They were compelled to chufe 774 — soo. 
between the rival nations': religion was not the 
foie motive of their choice ; and while they di trem- 
bled the failings of their friends , 1 they beheld , 
with reludtance and fufpicion , the Catholic virtues 
of their foes. The difference of language and 
manners had perpetuated the enmity of the two 
capitals ; and they were alienated from each other 
by the hoftile oppofition of feventy years. In 
that fchifm the Romans had tafted of freedom , 
and the popes of fovereignty: their fubmiflion 
would have expofed them to the ^venge of a 
jealous tyrant; and the revolution of Italy had 
betrayed the impotence , as well as the tyranny , 
of the Byzantine court. The Greek emperors 
had reftored the images, but they had not reftored 
the Calabrian eftates ,s and the Illyrian diocefe 8 ‘, 
which the Iconoclafts had tom away from the 
fuccefiorsof St. Peter ; and pope Adrian threatens 
them with a fentence of excommunication unlefs 
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chap, they fpeedily abjure this praRical herefy ,r . The 
xlix, Greeks were now orthodox , tut their religion 
* might be tainted by the breath of the reigning 
monarch: the Franks were now contumacious; 
but a difeerning eye might difeern their approach- 
ing convcrfion from the ufe, to the adoration, 
ofimages. The name of Charlemagne was Rained 
by the polemic acrimony of his feribes; but the • 
conqueror. himfelf conformed, with the temper of 
a Rafaefman, to the various practice of France 
• and Italy.. In his four pilgrimages or vifits to the 
•Vatican , he embraced the popes in the communion 
of friendlhip and piety; knelt* before the tomb, 
and coufequently before the image , of the apoRle; 
and joined , without fcruple , in all the players 
and procellions of the Roman liturgy. Would 
prudence or gratitude allow the pontiffs to renounce 
their benefactor? Had they a right to alienate 
his gift of the Exarchate ? Had they power to 
abolifh his government of Rome*? The title of 
patrician was below the merit and greatnefs of 
Charlemagne; and it .was only by reviving the 
WcRern empire that they could pay their obliga- 
tions or feefcre their eRablllhment. By this decifive 
meafure they would finally eradicate the claims 
of the Greeks: from the debafementof a provincial 
town , the majeRy of Rome would be reRored : the 
Latin ChriRians would be united, under a fupreme 
head, in their ancient metropolis; and the con- 
querors of the WeR would receive their crown 
from thefucceffors of St. Peter. The Roman church 
Would acquire a zealous and refpeclable advocate ; * 

and 
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and , under the Ihadow of the Carlovingian power, c H a p. • 
the bifhop might exercife, with -honour and xnx. 
fafety, the government of the city **• 

Before the ruin of paganifm in Rome , the Co fonaticn 
competition for a wealthy bifliopric had often been of charle - 

i • / i ma^nc as 

produdive of tumult and blocdfhed. The people cntp*. .'Or of 
was lefs numerous, but the times were more favage, K '’ ,re an ‘ 1 t,f 
the prize more important, and the chair of 5 >t. i eter A . 0 g0 j 4 
was fiercely difputed by the leading ecclefiatlics who D * c - 
afpired to the rank of fovereign. The reign of A drian 
the firft ” furpafles the meafure of pad or fucceed- 
ing ages 90 ; the walls of Rome', the facred 
patrimony, the ruin of the Lombards, and the 
friendship of Charlemagne , were the trophies of 
liis fame : he fecretly edified the throne of hi$ 
fucceffofs , and difplayed in a narrow fpace the 
virtues of a great prince. His memory was revered; 
but in the next eledion , a pried of the Lateran, 

Leo the third, was preferred to the nephew and 
the favourite of Adrian, whom he had promoted 
to the fird dignities of the church. 1 heir acijuief- 
cence or repentance difguifed, above four years, 
the blacked intention of revenge , till the day of 
a proceffion , when a furious band of confpira ors 
difperfed the unarmed multitude, and' alfaulted 
with blows and wounds the facred perfon 
of the pope. But their enterprife on his life 
or liberty was dilappointed, perhaps by their 
own confufion and remorfe. Leo was left fof 
dead on the ground; on his revival from the . 
fwoon , the effed of his lofs of blood, he reco- 
vered his fpeech and fight; and this natural event : 

Vol. IX. . . E . 

* ' • » ' 
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chap, was improved to the miraculous rcfloration of 
xlix. his eyes and. tongue, of Which he had been de- 
priveil , twice deprived , by the knife of the 
afiaflins V. From hisprifon, he efcaped to the 
Vatican; the duke of Spoieto haflened to his refcue, 
Charlemagne fympathifed in his injury ,, and in 
his camp of Paderborn in Weflphalia, accepted 
or folicited a vifit from the Roman pontiff. Leo 
repaffed the Alps with a commiflion of counts and 
bilhops , the guards of his fafety and the 
judges of his innocence; and it was not without 
reludance , that the conqueror of the Saxons 
delayed till the enfuing year the perfonal difeharge 
of this pious office. In his fourth and laft pilgrim- 
age , he was received at Rome with the due 
honours of king and patrician: Leo was permitted 
to purge himfelf by oath of the crimes imputed 
to his charge : his enemies were fi fenced , and the 
facrilegious attempt againft his life was punilhed 
by the mild and infufficient penalty of exile. On 
the feflival of Chriftmas, the la ll year of the eighth 
century, Charlemagne appeared in the church of 
* St. Peter; and, to gratify the vanity of Rome, 
he had exchanged the fimple drefs of his country 
for the habit of a patrician ”. After the celebra- 
tion of the holy myfteries, Leo fuddenly placed 
a precious crown on his head ”, and the dome 
refounded with the acclamations of the people , 
“ Long life and vidory to Charles , the moffc 
<c pious Auguftus, crowned by God the great 
“ and pacific emperor of. the Romans!” The 
head and body of Charlemagne were confecrated 
by the royal undion: after the example of the 
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Cvefiirs, he was fainted or adored by the pontiff; c.ti a r; 
his coronation oath reprefents a promife to main- xiiS; 
tain the faith and privileges of the church; and 
the firft fruits were paid in his rich offerings to 
the flirine of the apoRJe. In., his. familiar conver- 
fation , the emperor protefled his ignorance of 
the intentions- of Leo, which he would have dif- 
appointed by his abfence on that memorable clay. 

Kuc the preparations of the ceremony muff, have 
difclofed the fecret; and the journey of Charlemagne 
reveals his knowledge and expectation: he had 
acknowledged that the Imperial title was the 
objtdl of his ambition , and a Roman fynod had 
pronounced, that it was the only adequate reward 
of his merit and fervices * 4 . 

The appellation of great has been often bellowed R e ,yn rind 
and fometimes deferved, but Charlesiag.ne is c, a ,. ra ler of 
the only prince in whofe favour the title has been magno> 
indiffolubly blended with the name. That name; A - °- 
with the addition of print ; is inferted in the Roman SC7 
calendar; and the faint; by a rare felicity, is 
crowned with the praifes. of the hifforians and 
.philcffophers of an enlightened .age His real 
merit is doubtlefs enhanced by the barbarifm o£ 
the nation and the times from which he emerged: 
but the apparent magnitude of an objsdt is likewife 
enlarged by an unequal comparifon ; and the 
ruins of Palmyra derive a cafual fplendour from 
the 1 nakednefs of the furrounding cfefert. Without 
injuftice to his fame , I may difeern fome 
blemifhes in the fanctity and greatnefs of the 
reftorer of the Weftcru empire. Of his moral 
• • • E z 
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c h a r. virtues , cbaftity is not the mqff confprcuous **: 
xlix. but the public happinefs could not be materialiy 
injured by his nine wives of. concubines , the 
various indulgence of meaner or more tranfient 
amours , the multitude of his baftards whpm he 
bellowed on the church, and the long celibacy • 
and licentious manners of His daughters ” 7 , whom 
the father was fufpccted of loving with too fond , 
a pallion. I fliall be fcarcely permitted to accufe 
the ambition of a conqueror; but in a day of 
equal retribution, the fons ol his brother Carloman, 
the Meros ingian princes of Aquitain , and the 
four thonfand five. hundred Saxons who were 
beheaded on the fame fpot., would have fomething 
to allege againff the jultice and humanity of 
Charlemagne. His treatment of the vanquished 
Saxons •* was an abufc of the right of conqucft; 
his laws were not h-fs fanguinary than his arms, 
and in the difeuffion of his motives, whatever is 
fubftra&ed from bigotry mull be imputed to 
temper. The fedentary reader is amazed by his 
incefiant activity of mind and body; and his fub- 
jetls and enemies were not lefs aflomlhed at •his. 
fudden prefence , at the moment when they believed 
him at the moll diftant extremity of the empire; 
neither peace nor war, nor.fummer.nor winter, 
were a feafon .of repofe; and oip- fancy cannot 
eafily reconcile the annals of his reign with the 
geography of his expeditions. Rut this activity . 
was a national rather than a pcrfonal virtue; the 
. ' vagrant life of a Frank was fpent in the thace, 
in pilgrimage , in military adventures ; and .the 
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journies of Charlemagne were diftinguifhed only chat* 
by a more numerous train and a more important xux. 
purpofe. His military ‘renown mull be. tried by 
the ferutiny of his troops, his enemies, and his 
adions. Alexander conquered' with the arms of 
Philip, but the. two heroes who preceded Charle- 
magne , bequeathed him their name, t heif examples, 
arid the companions of their vidories. At the 
head of his veteran -and fuperior armies, he op- 
preffed the favage or degenerate nations, who 
were incapable of confederating for their common 
fafety: nor did he ever encounter an equal anta- 
gonilt in numbers, in difcipline, or in arrps. The 
fcience of war has- be'en loft arid revived with 
the art's of peace; but his campaigns are not illuf- 
trated by any fiege or battle , of lingular difficulty 
and fuccefs ;. and he might behold, with envy, 
the Saracen trophies "of his "grand-father. After 
his Spanifli expedition, his rear-guard was defeated 
in the Pyrenaca.ii mountains ; and . the foldiers , 
whofe fituation was irretrievable and whofe valour 
was ufelefs, might accufe*, with their lalt breath, 
the want of fkill or caution of their general **. 

1 touch with reverence the laws of Charlemagne, 
fo highly applauded by a re fpedable judge. They 
compofe not.afyftem, but a feries, of occafional 
and minute edids , for the Corredion J of abufes , 
the > reformation of manners , the (economy of 
lus farms , the care of his poultry, and even 
the fale of his eggs. He wiffied to improve the 
laws and' the charader of the Franks ; an'd his 
attempts however feeble and impeded , are 

F 3 
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p h a p. deferving of praife: the inveterate evils of the / 
times were fufpended or mollified by his govern- 
ment I0 ° ; but' in his inftitutions l can feldorn 
difcover the general views and the immortal fpirit 
of a lejriflator , who furvives himfelf for the 

C . f 

benefit ofpofterity. The union and liability of 
his empire depended on the life of a fmglc man: 
he imitated the dangerous practice of dividing 
his kingdoms among his fons and , after his 
numerous diets, the whole coriflitution was left 
. to fluctuate between the diforders of anarchy 
• and defpotifm. His efteem for the piety and 
knowledge of the clergy tempted him to entruft: 
that afpiring order with' temporal dominion and 
civil jurifdidtion ; and his foil Lewis, when he 
was {tripped and degraded by the bifliops, might 
accufe, in fome meafure, the imprudence of his 
father. His laws enforced the impofition of 
tythes, bccaufe the demons had proclaimed in 
the air that the default pf payment had been the 
caufe of the laft fcarcity The literary merits 
. of Charlemagne are attefited by the' foundation of 
fehools , the introduction of arts , the works 
which were publiihed in his name, and his fami- 
liar connection with the fubjects and ft rangers 
whom he invited to his court to educate both 
the prince and people. His own Rudies were 
tardy, laborious, and imperfedt; if he fpoke La(in, 
and underftood Greek , he derived the rudiments • 

. of knowledge from converfation , rather than 
from bonks; and, in his mature age, the emperor 
ftrove to acquire the practice of writing, which 
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' * . I 

every peafant now learns in his infancy The 
grammar and logic , the mufic and aftronomy , 
of the times, were only cultivated as the .hand- 
maids of fuperllition ; but the curiofity of the 
human mind mull ultimately tend to its improve- 
ment, and the encouragement of learning reflects 
the pureft and mod: pleafing luft/e on the character 
of Charlemagne ”\ The dignity of his perfon 
t^e length of his reign , the profperity of his 
arms, the vigour of his government, and the 
reverence of difiant nations, diftinguifh him from 
the royal crowd; and Europe dates a new tcra 
from his reftoration of the Weftern empire. 

. That empire was not unwofthy of its title”'; 
and fome of the faireft kingdoms of Europe were 
the patrimony or conqueft of a prince, . who 
reigned at the fame time, in France , Spain , Italy, 
Germany, and Hungary”*. I. The Roman pro- 
vince of Gaul had been transformed into the 
name and ^monarchy of France ; but , in the 
decay of the Merovingian line , its limits were 
contracted by the independence of the Britons . 
and the revolt of Aqwtiin. Charlemagne purfued , 
and confined , the Britons on the Ihores of the 
occa'n; and that ferocious tribe , whofe origin 
and language are fo different from the French, 
was. chaftifed by the impofition of tribute, hofta- 
ges , and peace. After a long and evafivp conteft, 
thercbellion of the dukes of Aquitainwas punilhed 
by the forfeiture offtheir province, their liberty, 
and their lives. Harfli and. rigorous would have 
been fuch treatment of ambitious governors, who. 

• •• F 4 
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had too faithfully copied the mayors of the pai • 
lace. But a recent difcovery"’ 7 has proved that 
thefe unhappy princes were the lafl: and lawful 
heirs of the blood and feeptre of Clovis , -a 
• younger branch , from the brother of Dagobert , 
of the Merovingian houfe. Their ancient king- 
dom was reduced to the dutchy of Gafcogne , 
to the counties of Fefe.izac and Armagnac,.at 
thf foot of the Pyrenees : the ; r race was propa- 
gated till the beginning of the fixteenth century ; 
.and, after furviving their Carlo vingian tyrants , 

< they were referved to feel the injuflice, or the 
favours, of a third cfynifly. By the re-union of . 
Aquitain , France was -enlarged to' its prefent 
boundaries, with the additions of the Netherlands 
and Spain, as far as the Rhine. II. The Saracens 
had been expelled from France by the grandfather 
and father of Charlemagne ; but they Hill poffeff- 
ed the greateft part of Spain, from the rock of Gib- 
raltar to the Pyrenees. Am da. their civif diyifions , 
an Arabian emir of Saragoffa implored his protec- 
tion in the diet of Paderbern. Charlemagne 
undertook the expedition , reltored the emir,- and, 
without dillincfion of faith , impartially tcrufhed 
the refiftance of .the Chriflians-, and rewarded the 
obedience and fcrvice of the Mahometans. In bis 
abfence he inftituted the S a is/j march 1 ** , which 
extended from the Pyrenees to the river Ebro : 
Barcelona was the re fide nee of the- French govern- 
or: he. poflefTed the counties of Roujillon and 

Catalonia ; and the infant kingdoms of Navarre 
and Arragtn were fubjecl to hL jurifdiction. III. As 
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king of the I omb'rds,' and patrician! of Roitie c it A p. 
he reigned over the greatcft part of Italy’ 1 *' , xux. 
a tracl of a thoufand miles from the Alps to the 
borders of Calabria. The dutchy of Bcneventuni , 
a Lombard fief,- had fpread, at the cxpence of 
the Greeks , over the modern kingdom of Naples. 

But Arrechis , the reigning jduke , refufed to be 
included- in the flavery of his country; afiumtgl 
the independent -jtitle .of prince and bppofed his 
fword to’ the Carlovingian monarchy. His' defence 
was firm , his fubmiffiqn was not inglorious, and 
the emperor was content with an eafy tribute, 
the demolition of his fortrefles, and the acknow- 
ledgment, on his coins, of a fupreme lord. The 
artful flattery of his fon Grimoald added the ap.- 
pellation of father, but he aliened his dignity 
with prudence , and Bene.verttum'infenfibly efcap* 
ed from the French yoke 110 . IV. Charlemagne Germany, 
was the firft who united Germany under the. 
fame feeptre. The name of Oriental Fiance is 
preferved in the circle of Franconia ; and the 
people of HcJJe and Thuringia were recently incor- 
porated with the vidtors , by the conformity of 
religion and government. The Alcnunni , fo 
formidable to the Romans , were the faithful vaffals 
and confederates of the Franks ; and their country 
was inferibed within the modern limits of Alfac?, 

Swabia, and Switzerland. The Bavarians , with a 
fimilar indulgence of their laws and manners, 
were lefs patient of a mailer : the repeated treafons 
of Tafillo julfified the abolition of their hereditary 
dukes : and their power was fliared among she 
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c: ii a r. counts, who judged and guardecj that important 
xux. frontier. But the north of Germany, from the 
Rhine and beyond the Elbe, was ftill hoflile and' 
Fagan ; nor was it till after a war of thirty-three 
years that the Saxons bowed under the yoke of 
Chrift and of Charlemagne. The idols and their 
votaries were extirpated: the foundation of eight 
bilhoprics , of Munlter , Ofnaburgh , Paderborn , 
and Mindeh , of Bremen, Verden, Hildeflieim , 
and HaJberftadt , define, on eicher fide of 'the 
Wefer , the bounds of ancient Saxony; thefs 
epifcopal feats were the firfl fchools and cities of 
that favage land ; and the religion and humanity 
of the children atoned, in fome degree, for the 
maffafcre of the parents. Beyond the Elbe, the 
Slavi , or Sclavonians , of fimilar manners and 
• various denominations , overfpread the modem 
dominions of Pruffia , Poland , and Bohemia, and 
fome tranfient’ marks of obedience have tempted 
the French hiftorian to extend the empire to the 
Baltic and the Viftula. The conqueft or conver- 
fion of thofe countries is of a more recent age; 
but the full union of Bohemia with the Germanic 
body may be jultly afcribed to the arms of Char- 
Hungary , lemagne. V. He retaliated on the Avars, or 

Huns of Pannonia , the fame calamities which they 
had inflidted on the nations. .Their rings, the 
wooden fortifications which encircled their dillricts 
and villages, were broken down by the triple 
effort of a French army , that was' poured into 
their country by land and water , through the 
Carpathian mountains, along the plain of the 
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Danube. After a bloody conflict of eight years, chap. 
the lofs of fome French generals was avenged by xux, 
the {laughter of the molt noble Huns: the relics • 
of the nation fubmitted the royal refidence of 
the chagan was left defolate and unknown ; and 
the treafures, the rapine of two hundred and fifty 
years, enriched the victorious troops , or decorat- 
ed the churches of Italy and Gaul" 1 . After the 
reduction of Pannonia , the empire of Charlemagne 
was bounded only by the conflux of the Danube 
with the Teyfs and the Save: the provinces of 
Iftria, Liburnia, and Dalmatia, were an eafy , 
though, unprofitable , acceffion; and it Was an * 
effeeft of his moderation , that he left the maritime 
cities under the real or nominal fovereignty of 
the Greeks. But thefe diftant polfeflions added 
more to the reputation than to the power of the 
Latin emperor ; nor did he rifk any ecclefiaftical 
foundations to reclaim the Barbarians from their 
vagrant life and idolatrous worfhip, t Some canals • 
of communication between the rivers , the Saone 
and the Meufc , the Rhine and the Danube, were 
faintly attempted"*. Their execution would 
have vivified the empire; and more coft and 
labour were often wafted in the ftrutfture of a 
cathedral. 

If we retrace the outlines of this geographical His ne!sh r 
picture, it will be feen that the empire of the. bour '# ni1 

. 1 enemies. 

Franks pxtended between enft and weft, from v, 
the Ebro to the Elbe or Viftula; between the 
north and fouth, from the dutchy of Beneventum 
to the river Eyder , the perpetual boundary of 
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chap. Germany and Denmark. Tlie perfonal and politi- 
xlix. cal importance of Charlemagne was magnified by 
. the diftrefs and divifion c>f the reft of Europe. 
The iflands of Great Britain- and Ireland were 
difputed by a crowd of princes of Saxon or Scot- 
tifli origin; and, after the lofs of Spain,, th<v 
Chriftian and Gothic kingdom of Alphonfo the 
chafte, was confined to the narrow range of the 
Afturian mountains. Thefe petty fovereigns re- 
vered the power or virtue of the Carlovingian 
monarch , implored the honour and fupport of 
his alliance, and ftyled him their common parent, 
the folc and fupreme emperor of the Weft 
He maintained a more equal intercourfe with the 
caliph Harun al Rafliid , whofe dominion 
ftretched from Africa to India, and accepted from 
his ambaffadorsa tent, a water-clock, ’an elephant, 
and the keys of the holy fepulchre. It is not 
eafy to conceiv'e the private friendfliip of a Frank 
and an Arab, who were ftrangers to each other’s 
perfon , and language, and religion.: but their 
public correfpondence was founded on vanity, 
and their remote fituation left no room for a 
competition of intereft. Two - thirds of the 
Weftern empire of Rome were fubject to Char- 
lemagne, and the deficiency was amply fupplied 
by his command of the inaccefllble or invincible 
$ nations of Germany. But in the choice of his 
enemies, we may be reafonably furprifed that he 
fo often preferred the poverty of the north to the 
riches of the fouth. The three - and- thirty cam- 
paigns laborioufly confumed in the woods and 
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irorafles of Germany, would have fufliced to c ii a p. 
ailert the amplitude of his title by the expulfion xux. 
of the Greeks from Italy and the Saracens from 
Spain. The weaknefs of the Greeks would have 
eniured an eafy victory; and the holy cruf.ide 
againft the Saracens would have been prompted 
by glory and revenge, and loudly juftified by 
religion and policy. Perhaps , itl- his expeditions 
beyond the Rhine and the Elbe, he afpired to 
fave his monarchy from the fate of the Roman 
empire, to difarm the enemies of civilized fociety, 
and to eradicate the feed of future emigrations. 

But it has been wifely obferved, that in a light 
of precaution , all conqueft muff be ineffectual , 
nnlefs it could be univerfal; fince the encreafinjr 
circle mult be involved in' a larger fphere of 
hoftility 11 The fubjugation of Germany with- 
drew the veil which had fo long concealed the 
continent or illands of Scandinavia from the 
knowledge of Europe, and awakened the torpid 
courage of their barbarous natives. The fierceft 
of the Saxon idolaters efcaped Rom the Chriftian 
tyrant to their brethren of the north; the Ocean 
and Mediterranean were covered with their 
piratical' fleets; and Charlemagne beheld with a 
iigh the deftru Clive progrefs of the Normans, 
who, in lefs than fcvcn.ty years, precipitated the 
fall of his race and monarchy. 

Had the pope and the Romans revived the His fuccer- 
primitive conffitntion , the titles of emperor and fl ' rs ' A D 
Augultus were conferred on Charlemagne for the 814 — s*7 
term of his life ; . and his fuccelfors , on each inItalyi 
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vacancy, muft have afcended the throne by i 
formal o-r tacit eledlion. But the affociation of his 
fon Lewis the Pious afferts the independent right 
bf monarchy and conqueft , and the emperor 
feems on this occafion to have forefeen arid pre- 
vented the latent claims of the clergy. The royal 
youth was commanded to take the crown from 
the altar, arid with his own hands to placQ.it oil 
bis head, as a gift which he held from God, his 
father, and the nation The fame ceremony 
was repeated, though with lefs energy, in the 
fubfequent affociations of Lotiiaire and Lewis the 
fecond ; the Caflovingian fceptrc' was tranfmitted . 
from father to fon in a lineal defcent of four 
generations ; and the ambition of the popes was 
reduced to the empty humour of crowning and 
anointing • thefe hereditary princes who were 
already’ inverted with their power and dominions. 
The pious Lewis furvived his brothers, and em- 
braced the whole empire of Charlemagne ; but 
the- nations and the nobles, his bifhops and his 
children , quickly difeerned that this mighty 
xnafs was no longer infpired by the fame foul; 
and the foundations were undermined to the 
centre, while the external furface was yet fair and 
entire. After a war, or battle, which confumed 
one hundred thoufand Franks , the empire was. 
divided by treaty between his three fons, who 
had violated every filial and fraternal duty. The 
kingdoms of Germany and France were for ever 
fe pd rated ; the provinces of Gaul, between the 
Rhone and the Alps, the Meufe and the Rhine , 
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were affigned, with Italy, to the Imperial dignity chap. 
, of Lothaire. In the partition of his lhare, Lor- xux, 
raine and Arles , two recent and tranfitory king- 
doms, were bellowed on the younger children ; 
and. Lewis the fecond < his .eldell fon, was con- Lewis n. 
tent with the realm of Italy, the proper and g ^/ ^ 
diffident patrimony of a Roman emperor. On 
his death without any male ifiue, the vacant 
throne was difputed by his uncles and coufins , 
and the popes mod dextroufly feized the occalion 
of judging the claims and merits of the candida- 
tes , and of bellowing on the mod obfequious 
or mod liberal, the Imperial office of advocate 
of the Roman church. .The dregs of the Car- 
lpvingian race no longer exhibited airy fymptoms * 
of virtue or power , and the ridiculous epithets 
of the bald , the Jlammcrer , the fat , and the 
Jimplc, didinguilhed the tame and uniform features 
of a crowd of kings alike deferving of oblivion. 

Ry the failure of the collateral branches , the Diwirmn of 
whole inheritance devolved to Charles the Fat, 
the lad emperor of his family : his infinity autho- 
rifed the defertion of Germany 3 Italy, and 
France: he was depofed in a diet, and folicited 
his daily bread from the rebels, by whofe con« 
tempt his life and liberty had been fpared. 
According to the meafure of their force , the 
governors, the biffiops , and the lords., ufurped 
the fragments of the falling empire ; and fome 
preference was fhewn to the female or illegitimate 
blood of Charlemagne. Of the greater part , the 
title and polfeflion were alike doubtful , and the 
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merit Was adequate to the contradled fcale of their 
dominions. Thofe who could appear with an 
army at the gates of Rome were crowned em- 
perors in the Vatican ; but their modefty was 
more frequently fatisfied with the appellation of 
kings of Italy: and the whole term of feventy- 
four, 'years may be deemed a vacancy, from the 
abdication of Charles the Fat to the eftablifhment 
of Otho the firft. • 

Otho 117 was of the noble race of the dukes 
of Saxony; and if he truly defeended from WitU 
kind, the adverfary and profelyte of Charlemagne, 
the pofterity of a vanquilhed people was exalted 
to reign over their conquerors. His father Henry 
the Fowler was ele&ed , by the fuff rage of the 
nation , to fave 'and inflitute the kingdom of 
Germany. Its limits 111 were enlarged on every 
fide by his fon , the firfb and greatelf of the Othos. 
A portion of Gaul to the Well of the Rhine , 
along the banks of the Mcufe and the Mofelle , 
was ajfigned to the Germans, by whofe blood 
and language -it has been tinged fince the time of 
Ca far and Tacitus. Between the Rhine, the. 
Rhone, and the Alps, the fucceffors of Otho 
acquired a vain fuprerhacy over the broken king- 
doms of Burgundy and Arles. In the north. 
Chrillianity was propagated by the fword of 
Otho, the conqueror and apoftle of the Slavic 
nations of the Elbe and Oder: the marches of' 
Brandcnborgh and Slefwick were fortiSed with 
German colonies; and the king of Denmark , 
the dukes of Poland and Bohemia , confefled 

themfelves 
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themfelves his tributary vaffals. At the head of chap. 
a victorious army, he paffed the Alps, fubdued xlix. 
the kingdom of Italy, delivered the pope, and 
for ever fixed the Imperial crown in the name 
and nation of Germany. . From that memorable 
sera , two maxims of public jurifprudence were 
introduced by force and ratified by time. I. 

Th.at the prince, who was eleCted in the German 
diet , acquired from that inftant the fubjeCt king- 
doms of Italy and Rome. II. Bqt that he might 
not legally alfume the titles of emperor and Au- 
guftus, till he had received the crown from the 
hands of the Roman pontiff 1 ". 

The Imperial dignity of Charlemagne was an- Traitfia-ons 
nounced to the Faff by the alteration of his flyle; ^ 
and inftead of faluting his fathers, the Greek C rn empires, 
emperors, he prefumed to adopt the more equal 
arid familiar appellation of brother ,s '. Perhaps 
in his connection with Irene he afpired to the 
name of hufband: ills embaffy to Conftantinople 
fpoke the language of peace and friendfhip, and 
might conceal a treaty of marriage with that 
ambitious princefs, who had renounced the 
moft facred duties of a mother. The nature : 
the duration, the probable confcquences of 
fuch an union between two diftant and diffonar.t 
empires, it is impofiible to conjecture; but the 
unanimous lilence of the Latins may teach us to 
fufpeCt, that the report was invented by the ene- 
mies of Irene, to charge her with the guilt of 
betraying the church and ftate to the ftrangers* of 
the Weft The French ambaffadors were the 
Vol. IX. F 
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■chap, fpeCiators. and had nearly been the victims , of 
XLix. the confpi'racy of Nicephorus, and the national 
hatred. Conftantinople' was exafperated by the 
treafon and facrilege of ancient Rome: a proverb, 
“ That the Franks were good friends and bad 
« neighbours,” was in every one’s mouth; but 
it was dangerous to provoke a neighbour who 
might be tempted to reiterate, in the church of 
St. Sophia, the ceremony of his Imperial corona- 
tion. After a tedious journey of circuit and de- 
lay , the ambaffadors of Nicephorus found him 
in his camp, on the banks of the river Sala; 
and Charlemagne affcCted to confound their 
vanity by difplaying, in a Franconian village, 
the pomp, or at lead the pride, of the Byzan- 
tine palace The Greeks were fuceeflively 
led through four halls of audience: in the firft 
they were ready to fall proftrate before a fplen- 
did perfonage in a. chair of date , till he informed 
them that he was only a fervant, the conftable, 
or mader of the horfe of the emperor. The 
fame midake, -and the fame anfwer, were re- 
peated in the apartments of the count palatine, 
the deward, and the chamberlain; and their im- 
patience was gradually heightened, trll the doors 
of the prefence - chamber were thrown open, 
and they beheld the genuine monarch, on his 
throne, enriched with the foreign luxury which 
he defpifed , and encircled with the -love and 
reverence of his victorious chiefs. A treaty of 
peace and alliance was concluded between the 
two empires, and the limits of. the Ead and Weft 
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were defined by the right of prefent pofleffion. chap 
B ut the Greeks "* foon forgot this humiliating xux. 
equality, or remembered it only to hate the 
Barbarians by whom it was extorted. During 
the fliort union of virtue and power , they 1 ef- 
petftfully faluted the auguft Charlemagne with 
the acclamations of bap km , and emperor of the 
Romans. As foon as thefe qualities were fepa- 
rated in the perfon of his pious fon , the Byzan- 
tine letters were inferibed, “ To the king, or, as 
“ he ftylcs himfelf,' the emperor of the Franks 
“ and Lombards.” When both power and virtue 
were extinct, they defpoiled Lewis the fecond of 
his hereditary title, and, with the barbarous ap- 
pellation of rex or rega , degraded him among the 
crowd of Latin princes. His reply is expref- 
five of his weaknefs: he proves, with fome 
learning, that, both in facred and profane hif- 
tory , the name of king is fynonymous with the 
Greek word baplcus: if, at Conftantinople , it 
were afiumed in a. more exclufive and imperial 
fenfe, he claims from his anceftors, and from the 
pope , a juft participation of the honours of the 
Roman purple. The fame controverfy was re- 
vived in the reign of the Othos; and their ara- 
baflador deferibes, in lively colours, the in- 
folence of the Byzantine court Il! . The Greeks 
affe&ed to- defpife the poverty and ignorance of 
the Franks and Saxons; and in their laft decline, . 
refufed to proftitute to the kings of Germany the 
title of Rorrym empqrors. 

Thefe emperors, in the election of the popes, Authority of 

F a 
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continued to exercife the powers which had 
been affumed by the Gothic and Grecian princes;, 
and the importance of this prerogative encreafed 
with the temporal eftate and fpiritual jurifdidiftn 
of the Roman church. In the Chriftian ariflo- 
cracy , the principal members of the clergy flill 
formed a fenate to affift the adminiftration, and 
to fupply the vacancy, of the bifhop. Rome 
was divided into twenty-eight parifhes, and each 
parifh was governed by a cardinal -prieft, or 
prefbyter, a title which, however common and 
modell in its origin, has afpired to emulate the 
purple of kings. Their number was enlarged by 
the afTociation of the feven deacons of the moft 
confiderable hofpitals,* the feven palatine judges 
of the Lateran , and fome dignitaries of the 
church. This ecclefiaftical fenate was direded by 
the feven cardinal-bifhops of the Roman province, 
who were lefs occupied in the fuburb diocefes of 
Oftia, Porto, Velitrae, Tufculum, Praenefle , 
Tibur, and the Sabines, than by their weekly 
fervice in the Lateran, and their fuperior lhare 
in the honours and authority of the apoftolic 
fee. On the death of the pope, thefe bifliops. re- 
commended a fucceffor to the fufl'rage of the 
college of cardinals and their choice was rati- 
fied or rejeded by the applaufe or clamour of 
the Roman people. But the eledion .was imper- 
fed ; nor. could the pontiff be legally confecrated 
till the emperor, the advocate of the church, 
had gracioufly fignified his ‘approbation and con- 
tent. The royal commilfioncr examined , of / the 
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fpot, the form and freedom of the proceedings; chap. 
nor was it , till after a previous fcrutiny into the xlix. 
qualifications of the candidates, that he accepted 
an oath of fidelity, and confirmed the donations 
which had fucceflively enriched the patrimony of 
St. Peter. In the frequent fchifms, the rival claims 
were fubmitted to the fcntence of the emperor; 
and in a fynod of bilhops he prefumed to judge, 
to condemn, and. to punifii , the crimes of a 
guilty pontiff. Otho the fird impofed a treaty on 
the fenate and people, .who engaged to prefer the 
candidate mod acceptable to his majedy ” 7 : his 
fucceffors anticipated or prevented their choice: 
they bellowed the Roman benefice , like the 
bifhoprics of Cologne or Bamberg , on their chan- 
cellors or preceptors; and whatever might be the 
merit of a Frank or Saxon , his name fufficiently 
atteds thd interpofition of foreign power. Thefe 
aids of prerogative were moll fpecioufly excufed 
by . the vices of a popular. election. The competitor 
who had been excluded by the cardinals, appealed 
to the paflions or avarice of the multitude: the 
Vatican and the Lateran were Rained with blood; 
and the mod powerful fenators, the marquiffes of 
Tufcany and the counts of Tufculum, held the 
apodolic fee in a long and difgraceful fervitude. 

The Roman pontiffs, of the ninth and tenth niforder? 
centuries, were infulted, imprifoned, and mur- 
dered, by their tyrants; and fuch was their indi- 
gence after the lofs and ufurpation of the ecUe- 
fiadical patrimonies, that they could neither fupport 
the date of a prince nor exercife the charity of a 
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chap, prieft "\ The influence of two After proftitutcs f 
xnx IVlarozia, and 1 heodora , was founded on their 
wealth and beauty, their political and amorous 
intrigues: the mod ftrenuous of their lovers were 
rewarded with the Roman mitre , and their reigii '** 
may have fuggefted to the darker ages ” * the 
fable of a female pope m . The baftard fon , the 

eramlfoh and the great-grandfon of Marozia, a 
rare genealogy , were feated -in the chair of St. 
Peter, and it was at the age of nineteen years 
that the fecond of tliefe became the head of the 
Latin church. His youth and manhood were of 
a fuitable complexion; and the nations of pilgrims 
could bear teftimony to the charges that were 
urged againft him in a Roman fynod-, and in the 
prefence of Otho the great. As John XII. had 
renounced the drefs and decencies of his prOfeffion, 
the foldicr may not perhaps be dilhononred by the 
wine which he drank , the blood that he fpilt , 
the flames that he kindled 1 , or the licentious purfuits 
of gaming and hunting. 11 is open fimony might 
be the eorifequence of diftrefs : and his biafphemous 
invocation of Jupiter and Venus, if it be true, 
could not poffibly be ferious. But we read with 
fome furprife , that the worthy grandfon of Marozia ' 
lived in public adultery with the matrons of Rome ; 
that the Lateran palace was turned into a fchool 
for proftitutiort, and that his rapes of virgins and' 
widows had deterred the female pilgrims from 
vifting the tomb ofSt. Peter, left, in the devout 
, ad, they fhould be violated by his fucceflor 
1l he prpteftants have dwelt with malicious pleafure 
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on thefe cara&er.s of anti-chrift ; but to a philofophic c H a p„ 
eye, the vices of the clergy are far lefs dangerous' xux. 
than. their virtues. After a long feries of fcandal, Reformation 
the apoftolic fee was reformed and exalted by the thechweh ° 
aufterity and zeal of Gregory VII. That ambitious d. 1073 » 
monk devoted his life to the execution of two Ac ' 
projects. I. To fix in the college of cardinals 
the freedom and independence- of election , .and 
for ever to abolifh the right or ufurpation of the 
emperors and the Roman people. II. To bellow 
and refume the Weftern empire as a fief or bene- 
fice “* of the church , and to extend his temporal 
dominion over the. kings and kingdoms of the 
earth. After a conteft of fifty years, the firft of 
thefe defig ns was accomplilhed by the firm fupport 
of the ecclefiallical order , whofe liberty was con- 
nected with that of their chief. But the fecond 
attempt, though it was crowned with fome partial 
and apparent fuccefs , has been vigoroufiy refilled 
by the fecular power-, and finally extinguished by 
the improvement of human reafon. 

In the revival of the empire of Rome, neither Authority of 
the bifliop nor the people could bellow on Char- ^ e ^"^ rors 
lemagne or Otho , the provinces which were loft, 
as they had been won , by the chance of arms. 

But the Romans were free to chufe a mailer for 
themfelves; and the powers which had been dele- 
gated to the patrician ,. were irrevocably granted 
to the French and Saxon emperors of the Weft. 

The broken records of the times Uf preferve fome 
remembrance of their palace, their mint, their 
tribunal, their edi&s, 'and the fword of juftice, 
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c ii a r. which, as late as the thirteenth century, was 
xux. derived from Cxfar to the praefed of the city 

Between the arts of the popes and the violence of 
the people , this fupremacy was crufhed and 
annihilated. Content with the fitles of emperor 
and Auguftus , the fucceflors of Charlemagne 
negleded to afl'ert this local jurifdidion. In the 
hour of profperity, their ambition was diverted 
by more alluring objects; and in the decay and 
divifion of the empire, they were opprelfed by 
Revolt of the defence of their hereditary provinces, Amidft • 

Aibenc, t j ie ru j n s of Italy, the famous Marozia invited 

A. U. j rr 

one of the ufurpers to aliume the character of 
her third hufband; and Hugh, king of Burgundy, 
wa!s introduced by her faction into the mole 
• of Hadrian or caltle of St. Angelo , which 
commands the principal bridge and entrance of 
R ©me. Her' fon by the firft marriage, Alberic, 
was compelled to attend at the nuptial banquet; 
but his reludant and ungraceful fervice was 
chaftifed with a blow by his new father. The 
blow was produdive of a revolution. “Romans,” 
exclaimed the youth , “ once you were the mat 
“ ters of the world, and thefe Burgundians the 
“ moll abjed of your Oaves. They now reign , 

“ thefe voracious and brutal favages, and my 
injury is the commencement of your fervi- 
tude 1,7 . ” The alarum-bell rung to arms in 
every quarter of the city : the Burgundians 

retreated with hade and lhame; Marozia was 
imprifoned by her vidorious fon; and his bro- 
ther] pope John XI. was reduced to the exercife 
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of his fpiritual funiflions. With the title of c h a p. 
prince , Alberic poffefTed above twenty years xlix. 
the government of Rome , and he is faid to 
have gratified the popular prejudice, by refloring 
the office, or at lead the title, of confuls and 
tribunes. His fon and heir Odavian aflumed, 
with the pontificate , the name of John XII ; 
like; his predeceffcr , he was provoked by the 
Lonibard princes to feek a deliverer for the 
church and republic ; and the fervices of Otho 
were rewarded with the Imperial dignity. But 
the Saxon was imperious , the Romans were . • 
impatient , the fedival of the coronation was 
didurbed by the fecret conflict of prerogative 
and freedom, and Otho commanded his fword- 
bearer not to ftir from his perfon , left he fhould . 
be affaulted and murdered at the foot of the 
altar IS ‘. Before he repaired the Alps, the enjperor of pope 
chaftifed the revolt of the people and the ingra- John XB * 
titude of John XII. The pope was degraded in ^ D ‘ 5,67 ’ 
a fynod; the prsefedt was mounted on an afs, 
whipped through the city and cad into a dun- 
geon; thirteen of the mod guilty were hanged, 
others were mutilated or banifhed; and this fevcrc 
procefs was judified by the ancient laws of 
Theodofms and Judinian. The voice of fame 
has accufed the fccond Otho of a perfidious and 
bloody act , the mafTucre of the fenators , whom 
he had invited to- his table under the fair fem- 
blance of hofpitality and friendfhip In the 
minority of his fon Otho the third , Rome made 
a bold attempt to fhake off the Saxon fyoke. 
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and the conful Crefcentius was the Hrutus of the 
republic. From the condition of a fubjed and an 
exile „ he twice rofe 'to the command of the 
city, opprefled, expelled, and created the popes, 
and formed a confpiracy for reftoring the author- 
ity of the Greek emperors; In the fortrefs of 
St. Angelo, he maintained an obftinate fiege, 
till the unfortunate conful was betrayed by a 
promifc of fafety: his body was fufpendcd on a 
gibbet, and his head was expofed on the battle- 
ments of the caifle. By a reverfe of fortune , 

. Otho, after feparating his troops, was befiegcd 
three days, without food, in his palace; and a 
difgraceful efcape faved him from the juflice or 
fury of the Romans. The fenator Ptolemy was 
the leader of the people, and the widow of 
Crefcentius enjoyed the pleafure or the fame of 
reversing her hulband , by a poifon which fhe 
adminiftered to her Imperial lover. It was the 
delign of Otho the third to abandon the ruder 
countries of the north, to ered his throne in 
Italy, and to revive the inflitutions of the* Roman 
monarchy. But his fucceffors only once in their 
lives appeared on the banks of the Tyber, to 
receive their crown in the Vatican ,4 °. Their 
abfcnce was contemptible , their prefence odious 
and formidable. They defeended from the Alps , 
at the head of their Barbarians , who were 
ftrangers and enemies to the country; and their 
tranfient vi fit was a feene of tumult and blood- 
fhed * 41 . A faint remembrance of their anceftors 
,ftill tormented the Romans ; and they beheld 
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with pious indignation the fucceflion of Saxons, c n a f. 
Franks, Swabians, and Bohemians, who ufurped sux. 
the" purple and prerogatives of the Caefars. 

Q'here is nothing perhaps more adverfe to na- The king, 
ture and reafon than to hold in obedience remote dom ft ot , l ) ta,y ’ 
countries and foreign nations, in oppofition to ?74 — u;o, 
their inclination and intereft. A torrent of Bar- 
barians may pafs over the earth, but an extenlive 
empire mull be fupported by a refined fyftem of 
policy and oppreifion : in the centre, an abfolute 
power, prompt in atffion, and rich in refources: 
a fwift and eafy communication with the extreme* 
parts : fortifications to check the firfl effort of 
rebellion: a regular adminiftration to pro ted and 
punifh ; and a well - difeiplined army to. infpire 
fear, without provoking difeontent and dcfpair. 

Far different was the fituation of the German 
Csefars, who were ambitious to enfiave the king- 
dom of Italy. Their patrimonial eliates were 
{Fetched along the Rhine, or fcattered in the 
provinces; but this ample domain was alienated 
by the imprudence or diftrefs of fucceffive prin- 
ces; and their revenue, from minute and vexa- 
tious prerogative, was fcarcely fufficient for the 
maintenance of their houfehold. Their troops 
were formed by the legal or voluntary fervice 
of their feudal vaffals, who palled the Alps with 
reludance , affumed the licence of rapine and 
diforder , and capricioufiy deferted before the 
end of the campaign. Whole armies were fwept 
away by the peftilential influence of the climate; 
the furvivors brought back the bones of the it 

ft 
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chap, princes and nobles ,4 \ and .the effects of their 
xux. own intemperance were often imputed to the 
treachery and malice of the Italians, who rejoiced 
at lead in the calamities of the Barbarians 1 his 
irregular tyranny might contend on equal terms 
with the petty tyrants of Italy; nor can the 
people, or the reader, be much interefted in the 
event of the quarrel. But in the eleventh and 
twelfth centuries, 'the Lombards rekindled the 
flame of induftry and freedom; and the generous 
example was at length imitated by the republics 
of Tufcany. In the Italian cities a municipal 
government had never been totally abolifhed; 
and their firft privileges were granted by the 
flavour and policy of the emperors, who wero 
defirous of erecting a plebeian barrier againft the 
independence of the nobles. But their rapid 
progrefs , the daily extenfion of their power and 
pretenlions, were founded on the numbers and 
fpirit of thefe riling communities ,4! . Each city 
Ailed the mcafure of her diocefe or diftridt: the 
jurifdidtion of the counts, and bifhops , of the 
marqtiiffcs and counts, was baniflied from th? 
land ; and the proudeft nobles were perfuaded or 
compelled to defert their folitary caftles, and to 
embrace the more honourable charadter of freemen 
and magiftrates. The legiflative authority was 
inherent jn the general alfembly; but the execu- 
tive powers were entrufled to three confuls, an- 
nually chofen from the three orders of captains , 

. valvajj'ors ,44 , and commons , into which the re- 
public was divided. Under the protedlion of 

• * 



Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.' 7 7 

equal law, the labours of agriculture and com- chap. 
merce were gradually revived ; but the martial xux. 
fpirit of the Lombards was nouriihed by the pre-. 
fence of danger; and as often as the bell was 
rung, or the ftandard ,4S ere&ed, the gates of the 
city poured forth a numerous and intrepid band, 
whofc zeal in their own caufe was foon guided 
by the ufe and difeipline of arms. At the foot 
of thefe popular ramparts, the pride of the Cafars 
was overthrown ; and the invincible genius of- 
liberty prevailed over the two Frederics , the 
greateft princes of the middle age: the firft, fu- 
perior perhaps in military prowefs; the fecond, 
who undoubtedly excelled in tire fofter accom- 
plilhments of peace and learning. 

Ambitious of reftoring the Splendour of the Frederic th» 
purple , Frederic the firft invaded the republics hrft ’ A D 
of Lombardy, with the arts of a ftatefman , the 1152 — 1190 
valour of a foldier, and the cruelty of a tyrant. 

The recent difeovery of the Pandects had renewed 
a fcience raoft favourable to defpotifm ; and his 
venal advocates proclaimed the emperor the ab- 
folute mafter of the lives and properties of his 
fubje&s. His royal prerogatives, in a lefs odious 
fenfe, were acknowledged ‘ in the diet of Ron- 
caglia; and the revenue of Italy was fixed at 
thirty thoutand pounds of filver 14 ‘, which were 
multiplied to an indefinite demand, by the rapine 
of the fifeal officers. The obftinate cities were 
reduced by the terror or the force of his arms: 
his captives were delivered to the executioner, 
or fliot from his military engines; and, after the 
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( 

fiege and furrender of Milan , the buildings of 
that {lately capital were razed to the ground , 
three hundred hoftages were fent into Germany, 
and the inhabitants were difperfed in.four villages, 
under the yoke of the inflexible conqueror *’ 7 . 
But Milan foon rofe from her allies ; and the 
league of Lombardy ,was cemented by diftrefs : 
their caufe was efpoufed by Venice , pope Alex- 
ander the third , and the Greek emperor : the 
fabric of oppredion was overturned in a day ; 
and in the treaty of Conftance, Frederic fubferi- 
bed , with fome refervations , the freedom of 
four-and-twenty cities. His grandfon contended 
with their -vigour and maturity; but Frederic the 
fecond M * was endowed with fome perfonal and 
peculiar advantages. His birth and education re- 
commended him to the Italians ; and in the im- 
placable difeord of the two factions, the Ghibelins 
were attached to the emperor, while the Guelfs 
difplayed the banner of liberty and the church. 
The court of Rome had flumbered, when his 
father Henry the fixth was permitted to unite 
with the empire the kingdoms of Naples and Si- 
cily; and from thefe hereditary realms, the fon 
derived an ample and ready fupply of troops and 
treafure; Yet Frederic the fecond was finally 
opprefled by the arms of the Lombards and the 
thunders of the Vatican; his kingdom was given, 
to a Oranger, and the laft of his family was be- 
headed at Naples on a public fcaffold. During 
fixty years, no emperor appeared in Italy, and 
the game was remembered only by the ignomi- 
nious fale of the laft relics of fovereignty. 
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The Barbarian conquerors of- the Weft were 
pleafed to decorate their chief with the title of 
emperor; but it was not their defign to inveft 
- him with the defpotifm of Conftantine and Jufti- 
nian. The perfons of the Germans were free, 
their conquefts were their own, and their nation- 
al character was animated by a fpirit which 
fcorned the fervile jurisprudence of the new or 
the ancient Rome. It would have been a vain 
and dangerous attempt to impofe a monarch, on 
^he armed freemen who were impatient of a 
magiftrate; on the bold, who refufed to obey; 
on the powerful , who afpired to command. Th« 
empire of Charlemagne and Otho was diftribujed 
among the dukes of the nations or provinces, the 
counts of the fmaller diftri&s, and the margraves 
of the marches or frontiers, who all united the 
civil and military authority as it had been de- 
legated to the lieutenants of the firft Ciefars. The 
Roman governors, who, for the moft part, were 
foldiers of fortune , feduced their mercenary le- 
gions, aflumed the Imperial purple, and either 
failed or fucceeded in their revolt , without 
wounding the power and unity of government. 
If the dufces, margraves, and counts of Germany, 
were lefs audacious in their claims, the confer 
quences of their fuccefs were more Lifting and 
pernicious to the ftate. Inftead of aiming at the 
fupreme rank, they filently laboured to eftablilh 
and appropriate their provincial independence. 
Their ambition was feconded by the weight of 
their eftates and vaflals , their ^utual example 
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e h A p. and fnpport, the common intereft of the fnbor- 
xux. dinate nobility, the change of princes and fami- 
lies, the minorities of Otho the third and Henry 
the fourth, the ambition of the popes, and the 
vain purfuit of the fugitive crowns of Italy and 
Rome^ All the attributes of regal and territorial 
jurifdi&ion were gradually ufurped by the com- 
manders of the provinces; the right of peace and 
■war, of life and death, of coinage and taxation, 
of foreign alliance* and domeftic (economy. 
Whatever had becn'feizcd by violence, was ra- 
tified by favour or diflrefs and was granted as the 
price of a doubtful vote or a voluntary fervice; 
whatever had been granted to one, could not, 
without injury, be denied to his fucceffor or 
equal; and every act of local or temporary pof- 
feflion was infenfibly moulded into the conftitu- 
tion of the Germanic kingdom. In every pro- 
vince, the vifible prefence of the duke or count 
was interpofed between the throne and the nobles; 
the fubjects of the law became the vaflals of a 
private chief; and the ftandard, which ^receiv- 
ed from his fovereign, was often raifed again ft 
him in the field. The temporal power of the 
clergy was cherilhed and exalted by the, fuper- 
ftition or policy of the Carlovingian and Saxon 
dynaflies , who blindly depended on their mo- 
* deration and fidelity; and the bifhoprics of Ger- 
many were made equal in extent and privilege, 
fuperior in wealth and population, to the molt 
ample Bates of the military order. As long as 
the emperors retained the prerogative of bellowing 

’ on 
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on every vacancy tbefe ccclefiaRic and fecular c ha p. 
benefices, their caufe was maintained by the gra- xux. 
titude or ambition of their friends and favourites. 

But in the quarrel of the invefiitures, they were 
deprived of their influence over the cpifcopal 
chapters; the freedom of election was refiored, 
and the fovereign was reduced, by a folemn 
mockery, to his firj} prayers , the recommenda- 
tion, once in his reign, to a Angle prebend in 
each church. The fecular governors , inRead of 
being recalled at the will of a fuperior , could be 
degraded only by the fentence of their peers. In 
the firR age of the monarchy, the appointment 
of the fon to the dutchy or county of his father, 
was folicited as a favour; it was gradually ob- 
tained as a cuRom , and extorted as a right: the- 
lineal fncceflion was often extended to the col- 
lateral or female branches; the Rates of the em- 
pire (their popular, and at length their legal, 
appellation) were divided and alienated by tefia- 
ment and fale; and all idea of a public truR was 
loR in that of a private and perpetual inheritance. 

The emperor could not even be enriched by the 
cafualties of forfeiture and extinction: within the 
term of a year, he was obliged to difpofe of the 
vacant fief, and in the choice of the candidate 
it was his duty to confult either the general or 
the provincial diet. 

After the death of Frederic the fecond , The Oer- 
Germany was left a monfier with an hundred C011 ' 
heads. A crowd of princes and prelates difpuced A . u. via. 
the ruins of the empire: the lords of innumerable 
Vol. IX. G 
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ciiap. caflles were lefs prone to obey, than to imitate, 
xux. their fnperiors; and according to the meafure of 
their ftrength, their inceflant hodilities received 
the names of conqued or robbery. Such anarchy 
was the inevitable confequence of the laws and 
manners of Europe; and the kingdoms of France 
and Italy were fhivered into fragments by the 
violence of the fame temped. But the Italian 
cities and the French vaffals were divided and 
dcllrovtd, while the union of the Germans has 
produced, under the name of an empire, a great 
fyftem of a federative republic. In the frequent 
and at lad the perpetual inditution of diets, a 
national fpirit was kept alive , and the powers 
of a common legiflatui'e are dill exercifed by 
the three branches or colleges of the electors, 
the princes, and the free and Imperial cities of 
Germany. I. Seven of the mod powerful feuda- 
taries were permitted to affume, with a didin- 
guilhed name and rank, the exclufive privilege of 
chufing the Roman emperor; and thefe dettors 
Were the king of Bohemia, the duke of Saxony, 
the margrave of Brandenburgh, the count palatine 
of the Rhine, and the three archbilhops ofMentz, 
of Treves, and of Cologne. II. The college of 
princes and prelates purged themfelves of a pro- 
mifeuous multitude : they reduced to four repre- 
fentative votes, the long feries of independent 
counts , and excluded the nobles or equedrian 
order, fixty thouland of whom, as in the Polifli 
diets, had appeared on horfeback in the field of 
cleclion. III. The pride of bath and dominion. 



Digitized by Google 



J 




CHAP, 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 83 

of the fword and the mitre, wifely adopted the 
commons as the third branch of the legiflature, xux. 
and, in the progrefs of fociety, they were intro- 
duced about the fame sera into the national 
affemblies of France, England, and Germany. 

The Hanfeatic league commanded the trade and 
navigation of the north: the confederates of the 
Rhine fecured the peace and inttrnourfe of the 
inland country : the influence of the cities has 

been adequate to their wealth and policy, and 
their negative ftill invalidates the acts of the two 
fuperior colleges of electors and princes ,49 . 

It is in the fourteenth century, that we may wtakneft 
view in the RrongelV light the Rate and contrail an 1 p° u - r <y‘ 
of the Roman empire of Germany, which no man ' eir , p( .ro 
longer held , except on the borders of the Rhine Charles tv.- 
and Danube, a fingle province of Trajan or 
Conftantine. Their unworthy fucceffors were the 
counts of Habfburgh, of Natfau, of Luxemburgh, 
and of Schwartzenburgh : the emperor Henry 
the feventh procured for his foil the crown of 
Bohemia, and his grandfon Charles the, fourth 
was born among a people, Rrange and barbarous 
in the eftimation of the Germans themfelves IS \ 

After the excommunication of Lewis of Bavaria, 
he received the gift or promife of the vacant 
empire from the Roman pontiffs, who, in the 
exile and captivity of Avignon , affeded the 
dominion of the earth. The death of his compe- 
titors united the electoral college , and Charles 
was unanimoufly fainted king of the Romans, 
and future emperor ; a title which in the fain.a 
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chap, age was prodituted to the Caefars of Germany 
xlix. and Greece. The German emperor was no more 
than the elective and impotent magiftrate of an 
aridocracy of princes , who had not left him a 
village that he might call his own. His beft 
prerogative was the right of prefiding and pro- 
pofing in the national fenate, which was convened 
at his fummons* ; and his native kingdom of Bo- 
hemia, lefs opulent than the adjacent city of 
. Nurembergh , was the firmed feat of his power 
A. d . jin. and the riched fource of his revenue. The army 
with which he pafied the Alps, confided of three 
hundred horfe. In the cathedral of St. Ambrofe, 
Charles was crowned with the iron cro^yn, which 
tradition afcribed to the Lombard monarchy ; 
but he was admitted only with a peaceful train ; 
the gates of the city were fhut upoii him ; and 
the king of Italy was held a captive by the 
arms of the Vifconti , whom he confirmed in the 
fovcreignty of Milan. In the Vatican he was 
again crowned with the golden crown of the 
empire;* but, in obedience to a fecret treaty, the 
Roman emperor immediately withdrew, without 
repofing a Angle night within the walls of Rome. 
The eloquent Petrarch whofe fancy revived 
the vifionary glories of the Capitol , deplores 
and upbraids the ignominious flight of the Bohe- 
mian; and even his contemporaries could ob- 
ferve, that the foie exercife of his authority was 
in the lucrative fale of privileges and titles. The 
gold of Italy fecured the election of his fon; but 
fuch \v« the fhameful poverty of the Roman 
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•emperor, that his perfon was arrefted by a chap. 
butcher in the flreets of Worms , and was xux. 
detained in. the public inn , as a pledge or 
bollage for the payment of his expences. 

From this humiliating fcene, let us turn to the Hi* oftenta. 
apparent majefty of the fame Charles in the diets g 

of the empire. The golden bull , which fixes the 
Germanic conftitution , is promulgated in the 
ftyle of a fovereign and legifiator. An hundred 
princes bowed before his throne', and exalted 
their own dignity by the voluntary honours 
which they yielded to their chief or miniller. At 
the royal banquet,, the hereditary great officers* 
the feven electors, who in rank and title were 
equal to kings , performed their folemn and 
domeftic fervice of the palace. The feals -of the 
triple kingdom were borne in Hate by the arch- 
bifliops of Mentz, Cologne, and Treves, the 
perpetual arch-chancellors of Germany, Italy, and 
Arles. The great marlhal, on horfeback, exercifed 
his function with a filver meafure of oats, which 
he emptied on the ground , and immediately 
demounted to regulate the order of the guefts. 

The great lleward , the count palatine of the 
Rhine , placed the diflies on the table. The 
great chamberlain , the margrave of Brjnden- 
burgh, prefented, after the repall, the golden 
ewer and bafon, to wafli. The king of Bohemia, 
as great cup-bearer , was reprefented by the 
emperor’s brother , the duke of Luxemburgh 
and Brabant; and the proceffion was clofed by 
the great huntfmen , who introduced a boa? 
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CHAP. 

XI.1X 



Cowtraft of 
the power 
and roodefty 
tii Augufius. 



and a flag, with a loud chorus of horns and 
hounds **\ Nor was the fupre.nacy of the em- 
peror confined to Germany alone: the hereditary 
monarchs of Europe confeficd the pre-eminence 
of his rank and dignity: he was the firft of the 
Chriftian princes, the temporal head of the great 
republic of the Weft ,!l : to his petfon the title 
of majefty was long appropriated ; and he dif- 
puted with, the pope the fublime prerogative of 
creating kings and affembling councils. The 
oracle of the civil law, the learned Bartolus, 
was a penfioner of Charles the fourth; and his 
fcbool refounded with the doCtrine , that the 
Roman emperor was the rightful fovereign of 
the earth , from the rifing to the fetting fun. 
.The contrary opinion was condemned , not as 
an error, but as an herefy, fince even the gofpel 
had pronounced , Cl And there wfent forth a 
“ decree from Csefar Augultus, that all the world 
“ fhould be'taxed 

If we annihilate the interval of time and fpace 
between Augultus and Charles, ftrong and ftrik- 
ing will be the contrail between the two Coefars ; 
the Bohemian , who concealed his weaknefs 
under thg mafic of oflentat-ion , and the Roman, 
who difguifed his flrength under the femblance 
of modefty. At the head of his victorious legions, 
in his reign over the fea and land , from the 
Nile and Euphrates to the Atlantic ocean, Anguf- 
tus piofefied himfelf the fervant of the (late and 
the equal of his fellow-citizens. The conqueror 
pf Rome and her provinces affumed the popular 
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.and legal form of a cenfor , a confnl , and a c n A i\ 
tribund. His will was the law of mankind, but xlix. 
in the declaration of his laws he borrowed the 
voice of the fenate and people; and, from their 
decrees, their mailer accepted and renewed his 
temporary c.ommiffion to adminiller the republic. 

In his drefs , his domellics I!! , his titles , in all 
the olHces of focial life , Auguftus maintained 
the character of a private Roman; and his moll 
artful flatterers refpected the fecret of his abfolute 
and perpetual monarchy. 
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CHAP. L, 



Dcfcripticn of Arabia and its Inhabitants. . — Birth ^ 
Charatlcr , and Doclrine of Mahomet. — He 
preaches at Mecca. — Flies to Medina. — Propa- 
gates his Religion by the Sword. — Voluntary or 
relufiant Submijfion of the Arabs. — His Death 
• and SucccJJors. — The Claims and Fortunes of 
■ Ali and his Defcendants. 

After purfuing above fix hundred years 
the fleeting Caefars of Conftantinople and Ger- 
many, I now defeend, in the reign of Heraclius, 
on the eaftern borders of the Greek monarchy. 
While the Hate was exhausted by the Perfijm 
war , and the church was diftradted by the 
Neflorian and Monophyfite feels , Mahomet , 
with the fword in one hand and the koran in 
the other , eredted his throne on the ruins of 
Chriftianity and of Rome. The genius of the; 
Arabian prophet, the manners of his nation, and 
the fpirit of his religion, involve the caufes of 
the decline and fall of the Eaftern empire ; and 
our eyes are curioufly intent on one of the rood 
memorable revolutions , which have imprefled a 
new and lafting character on the nations of the 
globe . 
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* In the vacant fpace between Pcrfia , Syria , chap. 
Egypt, and /Ethiopia, the Arabian peninfula 1 t. 
may be conceived as a triangle of fpacious but n'fc"r ,ion 

• i | • r> it* of Arabia* 

irregular dimenlions. rrom the northern point 
of Beles 1 on the Euphrates , a line of fifteen 
hundred miles is terminated by the (freights of 
Babelmandel and the land of frankincenfe. About 
half this length may be allowed for the middle 
► breadth, from eaft to weft, from Baffora to Suez, 
from the Perfian Gulf to the Red Sea \ The 
fides of the triangle are gradually enlarged, and 
the fouthern bafis prefents a front of a thoufand 
miles to the Indian ocean. The entire furface of 
the peninfula exceeds in a fourfold proportion 
that of Germany or France ; but the far greater 
part has been juftly ftigmatifed with the epithets 
of the Jlony and the Jandy. Even the wilds of The foil and 
Tartary are decked, by the hand of nature, with cll “ at «- 
lofty trees and luxuriant herbage; and the lonc- 
fomc traveller derives a fort of comfort and 
fociety from the prefence of vegetable life. But 
in the dreary wafte of Arabia, a boundlefs level 
of fand is interfered by fharp and naked moun- 
tains; and the face of the defert, without' fhade 
or fhelter, is fcorched by the diredl and intenfe 
rays of a tropical fun. Inftead of refrelhing bree- 
zes, the winds, particularly from the fouth-weft, 
diffufe a noxious and even deadly vapour; the 
hillocks of fand which they alternately raife and 
fcatter, are compared to the billows of the ocean, 
and whole caravans, whole armies, have been 
loft and buried in the whirlwind. The common 
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benefits of water are an object of defire and contefc ; 
and fuch is the fcarcity of wood, that fomc art is 
requifite to preferve and propagate the element 
of fire. Arabia is deftitute of navigable rivers, 
which fertilize the foil , and convey its produce 
to the adjacent regions: the torrents that fall 
from the hills are imbibed by the thirfty earth : 
the rare and hardy plants, the tamarind or the 
acacia, that (hike their roots into the' clefts of 
the rocks , are nourilhed by the dews of the 
night: a fcanty ftspply of rain is collected in 
cifterns and aquedutds: the wells and fprings are 
the fecret treafure of the defert ; and the pilgrim 
of Mecca ’, after many a dry and fultry march , 
is difgufled by the tafte of the waters, which 
have rolled over a bed of fulphur or fait. Such is 
the general and genuine picture of the climate 
of Arabia. The experience of evil enhances the 
value of any local or partial enjoyments. A fhady 
grove, a green parture, a ftream of frefh water, 
are fufficient to attradl a colony of fedentary 
Arabs to the fortunate fpdts which . can afford 
food and refrefhment to thcmfelves ■ and their 
cattle ; and which encourage their iiiduftry in 
the cultivation of the palm-tree and. the vine. 
The high lands that border on the Indian ocean 
are diltinguilhed by their fuperior plenty of wood 
and water : the air is more temperate, the fruits 
are more delicious, the animals and the human 
face more numerous ; the fertility of the foil in- 
vites and rewards the toil of the hufbandman ; and 
the peculiar gifts of frankincenfe * and coffee 
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have attracted in different atres die merchants of chap. 

O 

the world. If it be compared with the reft of l. 
the peninfula , this fequeflered region may truly 
deferve the appellation of the ho pry ; and the- 
fplendid colouring pf fancy and fiction has been 
fuggelled by contrail and countenanced by d:f- 
tance. It was for this earthly paradife that nature ' . _ 
had referved her choicell favours and her moll 
curious workmanfhip: the incompatible bleflings of 
, luxury and innocence were aferibed to the natives: . 
the foil was impregnated with gold 7 and gems, and 
both the land and fea were taught to exhale the 
odours of aromatic' fweets. This divifion of the Rivinon of 
fandy, the Jiony , and the happy , fo familiar to the the faluiy , 
Greeks and Latins, is unknown to the Arabians t f e and 
themfelves; and it is fingular enough, that' a Arabia. 

• country, whofe language and inhabitants have 
ever been the fame, fhould fcarcely retain a 
vellige of its ancient geography. The maritime 
dillridts of Bahrein and Oman are oppolite to the • 

realm of Perfia. The kingdom of Yemen difplays the 
limits, or at leafl the fituation, of Arabia Fcelix: 
the name of Neyrd is extended over the inland 
fpace ; and the birth of Mghomet has illuftrated 
the province of Hcjaz along the coaft of the 
Red Sea \ 

The meafure of population is regulated by the Manners of 
means of fubfiftence ; and the inhabitants of this ,h , e r ’ edo ‘ 
vail peninfula might be out-numbered by the fub- loftoraj 
jedls of a fertile and induftrious province. Along Ar;ibs * 
the fhores of the Perfian gulf, of the ocean, and 
even of the Red Sea , the leihynphayi ", or fi th- 
eaters, continued to wander in quell of their 
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c H a P. precarious food. In this primitive andabjcd ftate, 
t. which ill defcrvcs the name of fociety, 1 the 

human brute, without arts or laws, almoft with- 
. out fenfe or language , is poorly diftinguiflied 
from the reft of the animal creation. Generations 
and ages might roll away in blent oblivion , and 
the helplefs favage was reftrained from multi- 
plying his race, by the wants and purfuits 
which'confined his exiftence to the narrow mar- 
• gin of the fea-coaft. But in an early period of 

antiquity the great body of the Arabs had emerg- 
ed from this feene of mifery; and as the naked 
wildernefs could not maintain a people of hun- 
ters, they rofe at once to the more fecure and 
plentiful condition of the paftoral life. The fame 
life is uniformly purfued by the roving tribes of 
the defert, and in the portrait of the modern 
Bedoivccns, we may trace the features of their an- 
ceftors 10 , who, in the age of Mofes or Maho- 
met, dwelt under fimilar tents, and conduded 
their horfes, and camels, and fheep, to the fame 
fprings and the fame paftures. Our toil is lef- 
fened, and our wealth is encreafed, by our domi- 
nion over the ufeful animals; and the Arabian ftiep- 
herd had acquired the abfolute pofieflion of a 
The hoife. faithful friend and a laborious (lave ". Arabia, 
in the opinion of the naturalift, is the genuine 
and original country of the horfe ; the climate 
mod propitious, not indeed to the bze, but to 
the fpirit and fvviftnefs, of that generous animal. 
The merit of the Barb, the Spanifh , and the 
Englifh breed , is derived from a mixture of 
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Arabian blood the Bedoweens'preferve , with c h a i>. 
fuperftitious care, the honours- and the memory l. 
of the pureft race: the males are fold at a high 
price, but the females are feldom alienated: and 
the birth of a' noble foal was efteemed, among 
the tribes, as a fubjetfl of joy and mutual con- 
gratulation. Thefe horfes are, educated in the 
tents, among the children of the Arabs, <with a 
tender familiarity , which trains them in the ha- 
bits of gentlenefs and attachment. They are ac- 
cuftomed only to walk and to gallop: their fen- 
fations are not blunted by the inceffant abufe of 
the fpur and the whip: their powers are referved 
for the moments of flight and purfuit; but no 
fooner do they feel the touch of the hand or the 
ftirrup, than they dart away with the fwiftnefs 
of the wind ; and if their friend be difftiounted 
in the rapid career,, they inftantly flop till he 
has recovered his" feat. In the lands of Afric and th« camel. 
Arabia, the camel is a facred and precious gift. 

That ftrong and patient beaft of burthen can per- 
form, without eating or drinking, a journey of 
feveral days; and a refervoir of frefh water i3 
preferved in a large bag, a fifth ftomach of the 
animal, whofe body is imprinted with the marks 
of fervitude: the larger breed is capable of tranf- 
porting a weight of a thoufand pounds; and tire 
dromedary, of a lighter and more a&ive frame, 

. outftrips the fleeteft courfer in the race. Alive 
or dead, almoft every part of the camel is fervice* 
able to man : her milk is plentiful and nutri- 
tious : the young and tender flefh has the tafte 
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of veal 11 : a valuable fait is extracted from the 
urine: the, dung fupplies the deliciency of fuel; 
and the long hair, which falls each year and is 
renewed , is coarfdy manufactured into the gar- 
ments, the furniture, and the tents, of the Be- 
doweens. In the rainy feafons they confume the 
rare and -infuificient herbage of the defert: during 
the heats of fummer and the fcarcity of winter, 
they remove their encampments to the fca-coaft, 
the hills of Yemen, or the neighbourhood of the 
Euphrates, and have often extorted the dangerous 
licence of viiiting the banks of the Nile, and the v 
villages of Syria and Paleftine. The life of a 
wandering Arab is a life of danger and diftrefs ; 
and though- fometimes, by rapine or exchange, 
he may appropriate the fruits of induftry, a pri- 
vate citizen in Europe is in the polfellion of more 
folid and pleafing luxury than the proudeft emir, 
who marches in the field at 'the head of tea 
thoufand horfei 

Yet an effential difference may be found be- 
tween the hords of Scythia and. the Arabian tribes, 
fince many of the latter were collected into towns, 
and employed in the labours of trade and agri- 
culture. A part of their time and induftry was 
ftill* devoted to the management of their cattle: 
they mingled, in peace and war, with their 
brethren of the defeft ; and the Bedowcens deriv- 
ed from their ufeful intercourfe, fome fupply of 
their wants , and fome rudiments of art and 
knowledge. Among the forty-two cities of Ara- 
bia enumerated byAbutfeda, the moft ancient 
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and populous were fituate in the happy Yemen: c H a?. 
the towers of Saana ”, and the marvellous re- t. 
fervoir of Merab ”, were condrucled by the 
kings of the Homerites; but their profane ludre 
was eclipfed by the prophetic glories of Medi- 
na 17 and Mecca ”, near the Red Sea, and at 
the d :11a nee from each other of two hundred and 
feventy miles. The lad of thefe holy places was Mecca, 
known to the Greeks under the name of Maco- 
raba; and the termination of the word is expref- 
five of its greatnefs, which has not indeed, in 
the mod flourifhing period , exceeded the ftze 
and popuioufnefs of Marfeilles. Some latent mo- 
tive, perhaps oi fuperdition, mud have impelled 
the founders, in the choice of a mod unpromifing 
fituation. 1 hey erected their habitations of mud 
or done, in a plain about two miles long and 
one mile broad. , at the foot of three barren 
mountains: the foil is a rock; the water even of 
the holy well of Zemzem is bitter or brackilh; 
the padures are remote from the city; and grapes 
are tranfported above feventy miles from the 
gardens of Tayef. The fame and fpirit of the 
Koreilhites, who reigned in Mecca, w,ere con- 
fpicuous among the Arabian tribes ; but their 
ungrateful foil refufed the labours of agriculture, 
and their pofitioti was favourable to the enterprifes 
of trade. By the fea-port of Gedda, at the d if- her trade, 
tancc -only of lorty miles , they maintained an 
eafy correfpondence with Abyflinia ; and that 
Chridian kingdom afforded the Hid refuge to the 
difciples or [Mahomet. The treafures of Africa 
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were conveyed over the peninfula to Gerrlia ot 
Katif, in the province of Bahrein, a city built, 
as it is faid, of rock-falt, by the Chaldean exi- 
les " : and from thence , with the native pearls 
of the Perfian Gulf, they were floated on rafts 
to the mouth of the Euphrates. Mecca is placed 
almoft at an equal diftance , a month’s journey, 
between Yemen on the right, and Syria on the 
left hand. The former was the winter, the lat- 
ter the fummer, ftation of her caravans; and 
their feafonable arrival relieved the (hips of India 
from the tedious and troublefome navigation of 
the Red Sea. In the markets of Saana and Merab, 
in the harbours of Oman and Aden , the camels 
of the Koreifhites were, laden with a precious 
cargo of aromatics ; a fupply of corn and manu- 
factures was purchafed in the fairs of Boftra and 
Damafcus; the lucrative exchange diflufed plenty 
and riches in the Erects of Mecca j and the 
nobleft of her fons united the love of arms with 
the profedion of merchandife **. ‘ 

The perpetual independence of the Arabs has 
been the theme of praife among (hangers and 
natives ; and the arts of controverfy transform 
this fingular event into a prophecy and a miracle, 
in favour of the poPterity of lfmael Some 
exceptions, that can neither be dilTembled nor 
eluded , render this mode of reafoning as indif- 
creet as it is fuperfluous the kingdom of Yemen 
has been fucceflively fubdued by the Abyffinians, 
the Pcrfians , the fultans of Egypt ”, and the. 
Turks 1 *: the holy cities of JMecc^ and Medina 

have 
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have repeatedly bowed under a Scythian tyrant; chap. 
and the Roman province of Arabia 14 embraced L. 
the peculiar wildernefs in which Ifmael and his 
fons muft have pitched their tents in the face of ' 
their brethren. Yet thefe exceptions are tem- 
porary or local ; the body of the nation has 
efcaped the yoke of the mold powerful monar- 
chies: the arms of Sefoftris and Cyrus, ofPompey 
and Trajan, could never atchieve the conqueft 
of Arabia; the prefent fovereign of the Turks 15 
may exercife a fliadow of jurifdidion , but his 
pride is reduced to folicit the friend fh ip of a 
people, whom it is dangerous to provoke and 
fruitlefs to attack. The obvious caufes of their 
freedom are infcribed on the character and country 
of the Arabs. Many ages before Mahomet s *, 
their intrepid valour had been feverely felt by 
their neighbours in offenfive and defenfive war* 

The patient and adive virtues of a foldier are 
infenfibly nurfed in the habits and difcipline of 
a paftoral life. The care of the fheep and camels 
is abandoned to the women of the tribe; but the 
martial youth under the banner of the emir, is 
ever on horfeback, and in the field, to pradife 
the exercife of the bow, the javelin, and the 
fcymetar. The long memory of their independ- 
ence is the firmed: pledge of its perpetuity, and 
fucceeding generations are animated to prove 
their defcent and to maintain their inheritance. 

Their domeftic feuds are fufpended on the ap- 
proach of a common enemy; and in their laft 
hoftilities agamft the Turks, the caravan of Mecca 
Vol. IX. H 
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was attacked and pillaged by fourfeore thoufand 
of the confederates. When they advance to battle, 
the hope of victory is in the front; in the rear, 
the affurance of a retreat. Their horfes and ca- 
mels, who in eight or ten days can perform a 
march of four or five hundred miles , difappear 
before the conqueror; the fecret waters of the 
defert elude his fcarch ; and his victorious troops 
are confumed with third, hunger, and fatigue, 
in the purfuit of an invifibje foe, who fcorns his 
efforts , and fafely repofes in the heart of the 
burning folitude. The arms and deferts of the 
Bedoweens are not only the fafeguards of their 
own freedom , but the barriers alfo of the happy 
Arabia , whofe inhabitants , remote from war , 
are enervated by the luxury of the foil and cli- 
mate. The legions of Auguftus melted away in 
difeafe and laflitude 17 ; and it is only by a naval 
power that the reduction of Yemen has been 
fuccefsfully attempted. When Mahomet eredted 
bis holy ftandard ", that kingdom was a province 
of the Perfian empire; yet feven princes of the 
Homerites ftill reigned in the mountains; and the 
vicegerent of Chofroes was tempted to forget his 
diftant country and his unfortunate mafter. The 
hiftorians of die age of Juflinian reprefent the 
Bate of the independent Arabs , who were divided 
by intereft or affedtion in the long quarrel of the 
Eaft : the tribe of Gaffan was allowed to encamp 
on the Syrian territory: the princes of Hira were 
permitted to form a city about forty miles to the 
fsutlaward of the ruins of Babylon. Their fervice 
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in the field was fpeedy and vigorous; but their 
friendlhip was venal, their faith inconftant, their 
enmity capricious: it was an eafier talk to excite 
than to difarm thefe roving Barbarians; and, in 
the familiar intercourfe of war, they learned to 
fee, and to defpife, the fplendid weaknefs both 
of Rome and of Perfia. From Mecca to the 
Euphrates, the Arabian tribes a * were confound- 
ed by the Greeks and Latins, under the gene- 
ral appellation of Saracens **, a name which 
every Chriftian mouth has been taught to pro- 
nounce with terror and abhorrence. 

The Haves of domeflic tyranny may vainly 
exult in their national independence; but the 
Arab is perfonally free; and he enjoys, in fome 
degree, the benefits of fociety, without forfeiting 
the prerogatives of nature. In every tribe, fuper- 
ftition 1 , or gratitude, or fortune, has exalted a 
particular family above the heads of their equals. 
The dignities of Iheich and emir invariably def- 
cend in this chofen race; but the order of fuc- 
celfion is loofe and precarious; and the moft 
worthy or aged of the noble kinfmen are pre- 
ferred to the fimple, though important, office 
of compofing difputes by their advice , and guid- 
ing valour by their example. Even a female of 
fenfe and fpirit has been permitted to command 
the countrymen of Zenobia ,l . The momentary 
jundlion of feveral tribes produces an army: their 
more lading union conftitutes a nation; and the 
fupreme chief, the emir of emirs, whofe banner 
is difplayed at their head, may deferve, in the 
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. eyes of Grangers , the honours of the kingly- 
name. If the Arabian princes abufe their power, 
they are quickly punifhed by the defertion of 
their fubjeds , who had been accudomed to a 
mild and parental jurifdidion. Their fpirit is 
free, their deps are unconfincd , the difert is 
open , and the tribes and families are held to- 
gether by a mutual and voluntary compad. The 
fofter natives of Yemen fupported the pomp and 
majedy of a monarch ; but if he could not leave 
his palace without endangering his life ", the 
adive powers of government muff have been 
devolved on his nobles and magiflrates. The 
cities - of Mecca and Medina prefent, in the heart 
of Afia, the form, or rather the fubjdance, of a 
commonwealth. The grandfather of Mahomet, 
and his lineal ancedors , appear in foreign and 
domedic tranfadions as the princes of their coun- 
try; but they reigned, like Pericles at Athens, 
or the Medici at Florence, by the Opinion of 
their wifdom and integrity; their influence was 
divided with their patrimony; and the fceptre 
was transferred from the uncles of the prophet 
to . a younger branch of the tribe of Koreilh. 
On folemn occafions they convened the aflembly 
of the people; and, fince mankind mud be either 
compelled or perfuaded to obey, the ufe and 
reputation of oratory among the ancient Arabs is 
the cleared evidence of public freedom ”. But 
their Ample freedom was of a very differe'nt caffc 
from the nice and artificial machinery of the 
Creek and Roman republics , in which each 
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member poflefled an undivided flhare of tbe civil 
and political rights of the community. In the 
more fimple (late of the Arabs , the nation is 
free, becaufe each of her fons difdain> a bafefub- 
miflion to the will of a mafter. His bread is 
fortified with the auftere virtues of courage , 
patience, agd fobriety: the love of independence 
prompts him to exercife the habits of felf- com- 
mand; and fear of difhonour guards him from 
the meaner apprehenfion of pain, of danger, 
and of death. The gravity and firmnefs of the 
mind is confpicuous in his outward demeanor : 
his fpeech is flow, weighty, and cdticife , he is 
feldom provoked to laughter, his only gefture is 
that of ftxoking his beard , the venerable fymbol 
of manhood; and the fenfe of his own import- 
ance teaches him to accoft his equals without 
levity, and his fuperiors without awe *\ The 
liberty of the Saracens furvived their conquefts. 
the firfk caliphs indulged the bold and familiar 
language of their fubjeds : they afcended the 
pulpit to perfuade and edify the congregation ; 
nor was is before the feat of empire was removed 
to the Tigris, that the Abbaflides adopted the 
proud and pompous ceremonial of the Perflan 
and Byzantine courts. 

In the ftudy of nations and men , we may 
obferve the caufes that render them hollile or 
friendly to each other , that tend to narrow or 
enlarge, to mollify or exafperate, the focial 
charader. The reparation of the Arabs from the 
reft of mankind, has accuftomed them to con- 
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H A r, found the ideas of ftranger and enemy; and the 
L. poverty of the land has introduced a maxim of 
jurifprudcnce , which they believe and pradtife to 
the prefent hour. They pretend, that in the 
divifion of the earth the rich and fertile climates 
were afligned to the other branches of the human 
family ; and that the pofterity of the outlaw 
Jfmael might recover, by fraud or force, the 
portion of inheritance of which he had been 
unjuftly deprived. According to the remark of 
Piiny, the Arabian tribes are equally addicted to 
theft and merchandife: the caravans that traverfe 
the defert are ranfomed or pillaged ; and their 
neighbours, Jince the remote times of Job and 
Sefollris ”, have been the vidtims of their rapa- 
cious fpirit. If a Bedoween difcovers from afar 
-a folitary traveller, he rides furioufly again ft 
him,' crying, with a loud voice, Vndrefs 
“ thyfelf, thy aunt ( my wife ) is without a gar* 
“ ment. ” A ready fubmiflion entitles him to 
mercy; refiftance will provoke the aggrefTor, 
and his own blood muft expiate the blood which 
he prefumes to Ihed in legitimate defence. A 
fingle robber, or a few afiociates, are branded 
with their genuine name ; but the exploits of a 
numerous band afliime the character of lawful 
and honourable war. The temper of a people , 
thus armed againft mankind, was doubly inflamed 
by the domeftic licence of rapine, murder, and 
revenge. In the conftitution of Europe, the 
Tight of peace and war is now confined to a 
fiuall , and the adlual exercife to a much fmaljer. 
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lift of refpe&able potentates; b.ut each Arab, 
with impunity and renown, might point his 
javelin againft the life of his countryman. The 
union of the nation confifted only in a vague 
refemblance of language and manners ; and in 
each community, the jurifdidion of the rnagif- 
trate was mute and impotent. Of the time of 
ignorance which preceded Mahomet, feventcen 
hundred battles 5 ‘ are recorded by tradition: 
hoftility was embittered with the rancour of 
civil fa&ion ; and the recital , in profe or verfe , 
of an obfolete feud was fufficient to rekindle the 
fame pallions among the defeendents of the hoftile 
tribes. In private life, every man, at leaft every 
family , was the judge and avenger of its own 
caufe. The nice fenfibility of honour, which 
weighs the infult rather than the injury, fheds 
its deadly venom on the quarrels of the Arabs :• 
the honour of their women , and of their beards , 
is moft eafily wounded; an indecent adlion, a con« 
temptuous word, can be expiated only by the 
blood of the offender; and fuch is their patient invc- 
teracy, that they expedt whole months and years 
the opportunity of revenge. A fine or compenfation 
for murder is familiar to the Barbarians of every 
age : but in Arabia tbe kinfmen of the dead are 
at liberty to accept the atonement, or tp exercife 
with their own hands the law of retaliation. 
The refined malice of the Arabs refufes even the 
head of the murderer, fubftitutes an innocent to- 
the guilty perfon, and transfers the penalty t<v 
the beft and moft confiderable of the race by 

H 4 




104 the decline and fall 



CHAP. 

1 . 



Annual 

truce. 



Their focial 
qualifications 
aud virtues. 



whom they have been injured. If he falls by 
their hands, they are expofed in their turn to 
the danger of reprifals; the intereft and principal 
of the bloody debt are accumulated; the indivi- 
duals of either family lead a life of malice and 
fufpicion, and fifty years may fometimes elapfe 
before the account of vengeance be finally fet- 
tled 17 . This fanguinary fpirit, ignorant of pity 
or forgivenefs, has been moderated, however, 
by the maxims of honour, which require in 
every private encounter fome decent equality 
of age and ftrength , of numbers and weapons. 
An annual feftival of two , perhaps of four , 
months, was obferved by the Arabs before the 
time of Mahomet, during which their fwords 
were religioufly fheathed both in foreign and 
domeftic hoflility ; and this partial truce is more 
ftrongly expreflive of the habits of anarchy and 
warfare **. 

But the fpirit of rapine and revenge was 
attempered by the milder influence of trade and 
literature. The folitary peninfula is encompafled 
by the moft civilized nations of the ancient 
world : the merchant is the friend of mankind ; 
and the annua) caravans imported the firft feeds 
of knowledge and politenefs into the cities, and 
even the camps of the defert. Whatever may be 
the pedigree of the Arabs , their language is 
derived from the fame original flock with the 
Hebrew, the Syriac, and the Chaldean tongues; 
the independence of the tribes was marked by 
their peculiar dialedts 5> ; but eacji, after their 
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o\Vn , allowed a juft preference to the pure and . c H a r. 
perfpicuous idiom of Mecca. In Arabia as well L. 
as in Greece , the perfection of language out- 
ftripped the refinement of manners ; and her 
Speech could diverfify the fourfcore names of 
honey, the two hundred of a ferpent , the five 
hundred of a lion, the thoufand of a fword, at 
a time when this copious didionary was en- 
trufted to the memory of an illiterate people. 

The monuments of the Homerites were infcribed 
with an obfolete and myftcrious charader; but 
the Cufic letters , the ground -work of the 
prefent alphabet, were invented on the banks 
of the Euphrates; and the recent invention was 
taught at Mecca by a ftranger who fettled in 
that city after the birth of Mahomet. The arts 
of grammar, of metre, and of rhetoric, were 
unknown to the freeborn eloquence of the Ara- 
bians; but their penetration was fharp, their fancy 
luxuriant , their wit ftrong and Sententious 4 * , 
and their more elaborate compofitions were ad- 
dreffed with energy and effed to the minds of 
their hearers. The genius and merit of a rifing tov« of 
poet was celebrated by the applaufe of his own poetry ’ 
and the kindred tribes. A folemn banquet was 
prepared , and a chorus of women , ftriking their 
tymbals , and difplaying the pomp of their \ 

nuptials , fung in the prefence of their fons and 
hufbands the felicity of their native tribe ; that 
a champion had now appeared to vindicate their 
rights ; that a herald had railed his voice to 
immortalife their renown. The diftant or hoftile 
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chap, tribes reforted to an annual fair •which was 
abolifhed by the fanaticifm of the firft Moflems ; 
a national aflembly that mufl have contributed 
to refine and harmonife the Barbarians. Thirty- 
days were employed in the exchange, not only 
of corn and wine , but of eloquence and poetry. 
The prize was difputed by the generous emula- 
tion of the bards ; the victorious performance 
was depofited in the archives of princes and 
emirs; and we may read in our own language, 
the feven original poems which were inferibed 
in letters of gold, and fufpended ia the temple 
of Mecca The Arabian poets were the 
hiftorians and moralifts of the age; and if they 
fympathifed with the prejudices, they infpired 
and crowned the virtues, of their countrymen. 
The indiffoluble union of generofity and valour 
was the darling theme of their fong; and when 
they pointed their keeneft fatirc again ft a defpic- 
able race , they affirmed , in the bitternefs of 
reproach * that the men knew not how to give. 
Examples of uor the women to deny 4 \ The fame hofpitality, 
generolity. which was pra&ifed by Abraham and celebrated 
by Homer, is ftill renewed in the camps of the 
Arabs. The ferocious Bedoweens , the terror of 
the defert , embrace , without enquiry or hefita- 
tion, the ftranger who dares to confide in their 
honour and to enter their tent. His treatment is 
kind and refpedful : he fhares the wealth or the 
poverty of his hoft; and, after a needful repofe, 
he is difrnifled on his way, with thanks, with 
bleflings, and perhaps with gifts. The heart and 
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hand are more largely expanded by the wants of 
a brother or a friend ; but the heroic ads that 
could deferve the public applaufe , muff have 
furpaffed the narrow meafure of difcretion and 
experience. A difpute had arifen , who, among 
the citizens of Mecca, was entitled to the prize 
of generofity; and a fucceflive application was 
made to the three who were deemed moft 
worthy of the trial. Abdallah, the fon of Abbas, 
had undertaken a diflant journey , and his foot 
was in the ftirrup when he heard the voice of a 
fuppliant, “ O fon of the uncle of the apoftle of 
“ God, I am a traveller and in diftrefs. ” He 
inftantly difmounted to prefent the pilgrim with 
his camel, her rich caparifon, and a purfe of four 
thoufand pieces of gold , excepting only the 
fword , either for its intrinfic value , or as the 
gift of a honoured kinfman. The fcrvant of Kais 
informed the fecond fuppliant that his mafter 
was alleep; but he immediately added, “ Here 
is a purfe of feven thoufand pieces of gold 
“ (it is all we have in the houfe), and here is 
w an order * that will entitle you to a camel 
w and a flave ; ” the mafter , as foon as he 
awoke , praifed and enfranchifed his faithful 
fteward , with a gentle reproof, that by refpecf- 
ing his {lumbers he had ftinted his bounty. The 
third of thefe heroes, the blind Arabah, at the 
hour of prayer , was fupporting his fteps on the 
{boulders of two flaves. “ Alas! ” he replied, 
tc my coffers are empty ! but thefe you may 
(( fell ; if you refufe , I renounce them. ” At 
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CHAP, thefe words , pulhing away the youths , he 
l. groped along the wall with his ftaff. The char- 
acter of Hatem is the perfeCt model of Arabian 
virtue 41 ; he was brave and liberal, an eloquent 
poet and a fuccefsful robber: forty camels were 
roafted at his hofpitable fealts; and at the prayer 
of a fuppliant enemy, he reftored both the 
captives and the fpoil. The freedom of his 
countrymen difdained the laws of juftice : they 
proudly indulged the fpontaneous impulfe of 
pity and benevolence. 

Ancient ido- The religion of the Arabs 44 , as well as of 

, * wy ' the Indians, confided in the worlhip of the fun, 
the moon, and the fixed (tars, a primitive and 
fpecious mode of fuperftition. The bright lumin- 
aries of the Iky difplay the vifible image of a 
Deity: their number and diftance convey to a 
philofophic, or even a vulgar, eye, the idea of 
boundlefs fpace : the character of eternity is 

marked on thefe folid globes, that feem inca- 
pable of corruption or decay : the regularity of 
their motions may be afcribed to a principle of 
reafon or inftincft; and their real or imaginary 
influence encourages the vain belief that the 
earth and its inhabitants are the objeCt of their 
peculiar care. The fcience of altronomy was 
cultivated at Babylon ; but the fchool of the 
Arabs was a clear firmament and a naked plain. 
In their noCturnal marches, they fleered by the 
guidance of the ftars : their names , and order , 
and daily ftation , were familiar to the curiofity 
and devotion of the Bedoween ; and he was 
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taught by experience to divide in twenty-eight cur. 
parts, the zodiac of the moon, and to blefs the l. 
conftellarions who refrelhed, with falutary rains, 
the thirft of the defert. "T he reign of the heavenly 
orbs could not be extended beyond the vilible 
fphere ; and fome metaphyfical powers were 
necelfary to fullain the tranfmigration of fouls 
and the refurredlion of bodies : a camel was left 
to ptrilh on the grave, that he might ferve his 
mailer in another life ; and the invocation of 
departed fpirits implies that they were dill 
endowed with confcioufnefs and power. I am 
ignorant, and lam carelefs, of the blind mytho- 
logy of the Barbarians ; of the local deities , of 
the liars , the air , and the earth , of their fex 
or titles , their attributes or fubordination. Each 
tribe, each family, each independent warrior, 
created and changed the rites and the objedl of 
his fantaflic worlhip ; but the nation , in every, 
age , has bowed to the religion , as well as 
to the language , of Mecca. The genuine The Caaba, 
antiquity of the Caaba afcends beyond the of- 

Chrillian aera : in defcribing the coalt of the 

Red Sea, the Greek hillorian Diodorus 45 has 
remarked , between the Thamudites and the 
Sabxans , a famous temple, whofe fuperior fanc- 
tity was revered by all the Arabians : the linen or 
filken veil , which is annually renewed by the 
Turkilh emperor, was firfl offered by a pious 
king of the Homerites, who reigned feven hun- 
dred years before the time of Mahomet 44 . A 
tent or a cavern might fuffice for the worlhip 
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of the favages, but an edifice of Hone and clay 
has been erecled in its place; and the art and 
power of the monarchs of the Eaft have been 
confined to the fimplicity of the original model 47 . 
A fpacious portico inclofes the quadrangle of the 
Caaba; a fquare chapel, twenty-four cubits long, 
twenty-three broad, and twenty-feven high: a 
door and a window admit the light; the double 
roof is fupported by three pillars of wood ; a 
fpout (now of gold) difeharges the rain-water, 
and the well Zemzem is protedled by a dome 
from accidental pollution. The tribe of Koreiffi, 
by fraud or force , had acquired the cuftody of 
the Caaba: the facerdotal office devolved through 
four lineal defeents to the grandfather of Maho- 
met; and the family of the Haffiemites , front' 
whence he fprung, was the moft refpedlablc and 
facred in the eyes of their cduntry 4 \ The pre- 
cindts of Mecca enjoyed the rights of fandtuary; 
and, in the laft month of each year, the city 
and the temple were crowded with a long train 
of pilgrims , who prefented their vows and of- 
ferings in the houfe of God. The fame rites, 
which ' are now accompliffied by the faithful 
Mufulman, were invented and pradtifed by the 
fuperftition of the idolaters. At an awful diftanoe 
they call away their garments: feven times, with 
hafty Heps, they encircled the Caaba, and kiffed 
the black Hone: feven times they vifited and 
adored the adjacent mountains: feven times they 
threw Hones into the valley of Mina; and the 
pilgrimage was atchieved, as at the prefent hour. 
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by a facrifice of flheep and camels, and the burial chap. 
of their hair and nails in the confecrated ground. t; 
Each tribe either found or introduced iii the 
Caaba their domeftic worfhip : the temple was 
adorned , or defiled , with three hundred and 
ftxty idols of men, eagles, lions, and antelopes; 
and mod confpicuous was the ftatue of Hebal, 
of red agate , holding in his hand feven arrows, 
without heads or feathers , the • inftruments and 
fymbols of profane divination. But this ftatue 
was a monument of Syrian arts : the devotion 
of the ruder ages was content with a pillar or a 
tablet ; and the rocks of the defert were hewn 
into gods or altars, in imitation of the black 
ftone 4 * of Mecca, which is deeply tainted with 
the reproach of an idolatrous origin. From Japan Sacrific«s and 
to Peru , the ufe of facrifice has univerfally pre- ntes ' 
vailed ; and the votary has expreffed his grati- 
tude, or fear, by deftroying or confuming, in 
honour of the gods, the deareft and mod pre- 
cious of their gifts. The life of a man ’* is the 
mod precious oblation to deprecate a public ca- 
lamity: the altars of Phoenicia and Egypt, of 
Rome and Carthage , have been polluted with 
human gore: the cruel practice was long pre- 
ferved among the Arabs ; in the third ccntury > 
a boy was annually facrificed by the tribe of the 
Dumatians " ; and a royal captive was pioufly 
flaughtered by the prince of the Saracens , the 
ally and foldier of the emperor Juftinian **. A 
parent who drags his fon to the altar , exhibits 
the raoft painful and fublime effort of fanaticifm: 
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the deed, or the intention, was fandlified by the 
example of faints and heroes; and the father of 
Mahomet himfelf was devoted by a ralh vow , 
and hardly ranfomed for the equivalent of an 
hundred camels. In the time of ignorance , the 
Arabs , like the Jews and Egyptians , abftained 
from the tafte of fwine’s flelh ” ; they circum- 
cifed 54 their children at the age of puberty: the 
fame cuftoms, without the cenfure or the precept 
of the Koran , have been filently tranfmitted to 
their pofterity and profelytes. It has been faga- 
cioufly conjedtured , that the artful legifiator in- 
dulged the llubborn prejudices of his countrymen. 
It is more fimple to believe that he adhered to 
the habits and opinions of his youth , without 
forefeeing- that a practice congenial to the climate 
of Mecca, might become ufelefs or inconvenient 
on the banks of the Danube or the Volga. 

Arabia was free : the adjacent kingdoms were 
fhaken by the ftorms of conqueft and tyranny, 
and the perfecu ted fects fled to the happy land 
where they might profefs what they thought, 
and pradtife what they profefied. The religions 
of the Sabians and Magians, of the Jews and 
Chriftians , were difleminated from the Perfian 
Gulf to the Red Sea. In a remote period of an- 
tiquity, Sabianifm was diffufed over Afia by the 
fcience of the Chaldeans ” and the arms of the 
Alfyrians. From the obfervations of two thoufand 
years, the priefts and aftronomers of Babylon ** 
deduced the eternal laws of nature and provid- 
euce. They adored the feven gods or angels 

wh* 
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who directed the courfe of the feven planets, and c u A p. - 
fhcd their irrefiftible influence on the earth. The l. 
attributes of the feven planets , with the twelve , 

figns of the zodiac , and the twenty-four conftel- 
lations of the Northern and fouthern hemifbhcre, 
were reprefented by images and talifmans; the 
feven days of the week were dedicated to their 
refpeclive deities; the Sabians prayed thrice each 
day; and the temple of the rnocfn at Hafan was 
the term of their pilgrimage ' 7 . But the flexible 
genius of their faith was always ready either to 
teach or to learn: in the tradition of the creation, 
the deluge, and the patriarchs, they held a Angu- 
lar agreement with their Jewilh captives; they 
appealed to the fecret books of Adam, Seth, and 
Enoch; and a flight infufion of the gofpel has 
transformed the laft remnant of the Polytheifts 
into the Cbriltians of St. John, ift the territory 
of Baflora ie . The altars of Babylon were over- The Magi, 
turned by the Magians; but the injuries of the a “ s ‘ 
Sabians -were revenged by the 'fword of Alex- 
ander; Perfia groaned above five hundred years 
under a foreign yoke; and the pureft difciples of 
Zoroafter efcaped from the contagion of idolatry, 
and breathed with their adverfaries the freedom 
of the defert Seven hundred years before the The jews, 
.death of Mahomet , the' Jews were fettled in 
Arabia: and a far greater multitude was expelled 
from the holy land in the wars of Titus and 
Hadrian. The induftrious exiles afpired to liberty 
and power: they erected fynagogues in the cities 
and cattles in the wildernefs, and their Gentile 
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chap, converts were confounded with the children of < 
1,. Iliacl , whom they refembled, in the outward 
.The curifti- mark of circumcifion. The Chriltian miflionarics 
,ns - were Hill more active and fuccefsful : the Catho- 

lies aflerted their nniverfal reign; the fedts whom 
they oppreffed iuccclfively retired beyond the 
limits of the Roman empire; the Marcionites and 
Maniclueans difperfed their phan'ajlic opinions 
and apocryphal gcfpels; the churches of Yemen, 
and the princes of Hira and Gaffan , were in-, 
ftrudted in a purer creed by the Jacobite and 
Neftorian bifhops *\ The liberty of choice was 
prefented to the tribes: each Arab was free to 
eledl or to compofe his private religion: and the 
rude fu perdition of his houfe was mingled with 
the fublimc theology of faints and phijofophers. 

A fundamental article of faith was inculcated by 
the confent of -the learned ftrangers; the exigence 
of one fupremc God, who is exalted above the 
powers of heaven and earth, but who has often 
revealed himfelf to mankind by the miniftry of 
his angels and prophets , and whofe grace or 
jnftice has interrupted, by feafonabje miracles, 
the order of nature. The mofl rational of the 
Arabs acknowledged his, power, though they 
neglected his worfhip **; and it was habit rather 
than conviction that flill attached them to the 
relics of idolatry.. The Jews and Chriftians were 
the people of the buck ; the bible was already 
tfanflated into the Arabic language **, and the 
volume of the old teftament was accepted by the 
concord of thefe implacable enemies. In the Rory 
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of the Hebrew patriarchs, the Arabs were pleafed c h a p, 
to difcover the fathers of their nation. They ap- l. • 
plauded the birth and promifes of Ifnoael; revered 
the faith and virtue of Abraham; traced his pedi- 
gree and their own to tlie creation of the firft 
marr, and imbibed with equal credulity, the pro- 
digies of the holy text, and the dreams and tra- 
ditions of the Jewifh rabbis. 

The bafe and plebeian origin of Mahomet is Birth a.ti 
an unfkilfnl calumny of the Chriftians who **V a,,0B of 
exalt inltead of degrading the merit or their ad- A u. 
vcrfary. His defcent from Ifmael was a national w — 6^9. 
privilege or fable ; but if the firft fteps of the 
pedigree ‘ 4 are dark and doubtful , he could 
produce many generations of pure and genuine 
nobility: he fprung from the tribe of Koreifh and 
the family of HaQiem , the moll illuftrious of 
the Arab-, the princes of .Mecca, and the here- 
ditary guardians of the Caaba. The grandfather 
of Mahomet was Abdol Motalleb, the foil of 
„ Hafliem , a wealthy and generous citizen, who 
relieved the diftrefs of famine with the fupplies 
of commerce. Mecca, which had been fed by 
the liberality of the father, was faved by the 
courage of the fon. The kingdom of Yemen 
was fubject to the Chriftian princes of Abyffinia; . 
their vaffal Abrahah was provoked by an iufulc 
to avenge the honour of the croft ; and the holy 
city was inverted by a train of elephants and an 
army of Africans. A treaty was propofed; and 
in the firft audience, the grandfather of Mahomet 
demanded the reftitution of his cattle. “ And 
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cc why,’’ faid Abrahah, <c do you not rather im* 

“ plore my clemency in favour of your temple, 

<c which 1 have threatened to deflroy?” “ Be- 
cc canfe,” replied the intrepid chief, “ the cattle 
c ‘ is my own*, the Cnaba belongs to the gods, 
cc and they will defend their houfe from injury 
cc and facrilege. ” The want of provilions , or 
the valour of the Koreifh , compelled the Abyf- 
finians to a difgraceful retreat; their difeorafiture 
has been adorned with a miraculous flight of * 
birds , who {flowered down (tones on the heads 
of the infidels; and the deliverance was long 
commemorated by the tcra of the elephant* 5 . 

T he glory of Abdol Motalleb was crowned with 
domeftic happinefs, his life was prolonged to 
the age of one hundred and ten years, and he 
became the father of fix daughters and thirteen 
fons. His belt beloved Abdallah was the mod: 
beautiful .and modeft of the Arabian youth; 
and in the firft night, when he confummatcd his 
marriage with Amina, of the noble race of the 
Zahrites , two hundred virgins arc faid to have 
expired of jealoufy and clefpair. Mahomet, or 
more properly Mohammed , the only' fon of 
Abdallah and Amina, was born at Mecca, four 
years after the death of Juftinian , and two< 
months after the defeat of the Abyffinians *% 
whofc vidtory would have introduced into 
the Caaba the religion of the Chriftians. In' 
his early infancy, he was deprived qf his father, 
his mother, and his grandfather, his uncles 
were flrong and numerous; and in the divi- 
fion of the . inheritance, the orphan’s (flare 
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was reduced to five camels and an ./Ethiopian chap. 
maid-fervant. At home and abroad, in peace 1. 
and war, Abu Taleb, the moft refpe&able of 
his uncles, was the guide and guardian of his ' 
youth; in his twenty-fifth year, he entered into 
the ferviGe of Cadijah , a rich and noble widow 
of Mecca , who foon rewarded his fidelity with 
the gift of her hand and fortune. The marriage- 
contradl, in the fimple ft vie of antiquity, recites 
the mutual love of Mahomet and Cadijah ; de- 
feribes him as the moft accomplilhed of the tribe 
of Koreilh ; and ftipulates a dowry of twelve 
ounces of gold and twenty camels , which 
was fupplied by the liberality of his uncle ' 7 . 

By this alliance, the fon of Abdallah was reftor- 
ed to the ftation of his anceftors ; and the judici- 
ous matron was content with his domeftic vir- 
tues, till, in the fortieth year of his age he 

alfumed the title of a prophet, and proclaimed 
the religion of the Koran. 

According to the tradition of his companions , ouaiifiis. 
Mahomet ** was diftinguifhed by the beauty of “™ p s h ° £ f th * 

bis perfon , an outward gift which is feldom 

defpifed, except by thofe to whom it has been 
refufed. Before he fpoke, the orator engaged 
on his fide the affections* of a public or private 
audience. They applauded his commanding pre- 
fence, his mnjeftic afpetft, his piercing eye, his 
gracious fmile, his flowing beard, his counte- 
nance that painted every fenfation of the foul , 
and his geitures that enforced each expreffion 
of the tongue. In the familiar offices of life he 
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c h a p. fcrupufoufly adhered to the ^rave and ceremonious 
l. poiiten^fs of his country: his refpedtful attention*, 
to the rich and powerful was dignified by his 
conddcenfion and affability to the pooreft citi- 
zens of Mecca : the franknefs of his manners 
concealed the artifice of his views; and the habits 
©f courtefy were imputed to perfonal friendfhip 
©r univerfal benevolence. His memory was capa- 
cious and retentive, his wit eafy and focial, his 
imagination fublime, his judgment clear, rapid, 
and decifive. He poffeffed the coYirage both of 
thought and adtion ; and, although his defigns 
might gradually expand with his fuccefsj the 
iin't. idea which he entertained of his divine 
million bears the ftamp of an original and fupe- 
rior genius. The fon of Abdallah was educated 
in the bofom of the nobleft race, in the ufe of 
the purefl dialedt of Arabia ; and the fluency of 
his fpeech was corrected and enhanced by the 
practice of difereet and feafonable filence. With 
thefe powers of eloquence, Mahomet was an 
illiterate Barbarian: his youth had never been 
inftrudted in the arts of reading and writing 70 ; 
the common ignorance exempted him from 
£hame or reproach , but he was reduced to a 
narrow circle of exiltence , and deprived of thofe 
faithful mirrors, which reflect -to our mind. the 
minds of fages and heroes. Yet the book of 
nature and of man was open to his view; and 
fome fancy has been indulged in the political 
and philofophical obfervations which are aferibed 
to the Arabian traveller 7I . He compares the- 
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nations and the religions of the earth; difcovers c 
the weaknefs of the Perfian and Roman monar- 
chies; beholds, with pity and indignation, the 1 
degeneracy of the times; and refolves to unite, 
under one God and one king, the invincible 
fpirit and primitive virtues of the Arabs.* Our 
more accurate enquiry will fuggeft, that inftead 
of vifiting the courts , the camps , the temples 
of the Haft, the two journies of Mahomet 
into Syria were confined to the fairs of Boftra 
and Damafcus: that he was only thirteen years 
of age when he accompanied the caravan of 
his. uncle , and that his duty compelled him 
to return as foon as he had difpofed of the 
merchandife of Cadijah. In thefe hafty and • 
fiiperhcial excurfions , the eye of genius might 
difeern fome objects invifible to his groffer com- 
panions; fome feeds of knowledge might be caft 
upon a fruitful foil ; but his ignorance of the 
Syriac language mult have checked his curiolity ; 
and I cannot perceive, in the life or writings 
of Mahomet, that his profpedt *vas far extended 
beyond the limits of the Arabian world. From 
every region of that folitary world , the pilgrims 
of Mecca were annually affembled, by the calls 
of devotion and commerce: in the free concourfe 
of multitudes,- a fimple citizen, in his native 
tongue, might ftudy the political date and char- 
acter of the tribes , the theory and pradtice of 
the Jews and Chriftians. Some ufeful ftrangers- 
might be tempted, or forced, to implore the 
richts of hofpitaiity ; and the enemies of Maho- 
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chap, met have named the Jew , the Perfian , and the 
L. Syrian monk , whom they accufe of lending their 
fecret aid to the compolition of the Koran 7 *. 
Converfation enriches the underftanding , but foli- 
tude is the fchool of genius; and the uniformity 
of a «tvork denotes the hand of a fingle artift. 
From his earlieft youth , Mahomet was addicted 
to religious contemplation: each year, during 
the month of Ramadan , he withdrew from the 
world and from the arms of Cadijah: in the cave 
of Hera, three miles from Mecca ”, he confulted 
the fpirit of fraud or enthufiafm, whofe abode 
is not in the heavens, but in the mind of the 
prophet. The Faith which , under the name of 
Islam , he preached to his family and nation, is 
compounded of an eternal truth, and a ncceffary 
fiction That there is only one God, and 
that Mahomet is the apostle of God. 

One Goa. It is the boafl of the Jewifh apologifts, that 
"while the learned nations of antiquity were 
deluded by the fables oL polytheifm , their 
fimple anceftors pf Paleftine preferved the know- 
ledge and worfhip of the true God. The moral 
attributes of Jehovah may not eafily be recon- 
ciled with the ftandard of human virtue: his 

metaphyfical qualities are darkly exprefled ; but 
each page of the Pentateuch and the Prophets 
is an evidence of his power: the unity of his 
name is inferibed on tl\e frift table of the law; 
and his fandtuary was never defiled by any vifible 
image of the invifible efience. After the ruin of 
the temple, the faith of the Hebrew exiles was . 
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purified , fixed , and enlightened , by the fpiritual 
devotion of the fynagogue; and the -authority of 
Mahomet will not juftify his perpetual reproach, 
that the Jews of Mecca or Medina adored Ezra 
as the foil of God 7 \ But the children of Ifracl 
had ceafed to be a people ; and the religions of 
the world were guilty , at'lcall in the eyes of. 
the prophet, of giving fons, or daughters, or 
companions, to the fupreme God. In the rude 
idolatry of the Arabs , the crime is manifeft and 
audacious : the Sabians are poorly cxcufed by 
the pre-eminence of the firft planet, or intelli- 
gence, in their cceleftial hierarchy! and in the 
Magian fyrtein the conflict of the two principles 
betrays the imperfection of the conqueror. The 
Chriltians of the feventh century had infenfibly 
relapfed into a femblance of paganifm : their 
public and private vows were addrefled to the 
relics and images that difgraced the temples of 
the Eaft : the throne of the Almighty was 

darkened by a cloud of martyrs , and faints, and 
angels, the objects of popular veneration; and 
the Collyridian heretics, who flourilhed in the 
fruitful foil of Arabia, inverted the Virgin Mary 
with the name and honours of a goddefs 7 ‘. The 
myfleries of the Trinity and Incarnation appear 
to contradict the principle of the divine unity. 
In their obvious fenfe , they introduce three 
equal deities, and transform the man Jefus into 
the fubftance of the foil of God 7 ‘: an orthodox 
commentary will fatisfy only a believing mind : 
intemperate curiofity and zeal had torn the .veil 
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Chap, of the fa n du ary ; and each of the Oriental fedts 
t. was eager to confefs that all , except themfelves, 
deferved the reproach of idolatry and polytheifm. 

The creed of Mahomet is free from fufpfcion.or 
ambiguity; and the Koran is a glorious teltimony 
to the unity of God. The prophet of Mecca 
rejeded the worlhip of idols and men , of fiars 
and planets , on the rational principle that 
whatever rifes muff fet , that whatever is born 
muft die, that whatever is’corruptible mud decay 
and perifh 77 . In the Author of the univerfe , 
his rational enthufiafm confelled and adpred an 
infinite and eternal being 1 , without form or place, 
without ilfue or 'fimilitude, prefent to our moil 
fecret thoughts, exifting by the neceffity of his 
own nature and deriving from himfelf all moral 
and intelledual perfedion. Thcfe fublime truths, 
thus announced in the language of the prophet 71 , 
are firmly held by his difciples , and defined 
with metaphyfical precifion by the interpreters 
of the Koran. A philofophic theift might fubfcribe 
the popular creed of the Mahometans 77 ; a creed 
* too fublime perhaps for our prefent faculties. . 
What objed remains for the fancy, or even the • 
underftanding, when we have abftraded from 
the unknown fubftance all ideas of time and 
fpace, of motion and matter, of fenfation and 
refiedion ? The firft principle of reafon and 
revelation was confirmed by the p voice of Maho- 
met: his profelytes, from India to Marocco, are 
diftinguifhed by the name of Unitarians ,• and the 
• danger of idolatry has been prevented by the 
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interdiction of images. The doctrine of eternal c h a p. 
decrees and abfolute predeftination is ftridly • t. 
embraced by the Mahometans; and they ftruggle 
with the common difficulties , how to reconcile 
the prefcience of God with the freedom and 
refponfibility of man; how to explain the permif- 
fion of evil under the reign of infinite power 
and infinite goodnefs. 

The God of nature has written his exiftence Mahomet, 
on all his works, and his law in the heart of 
■ man. To reftore the knowledge of the one and iafi <>f the 
the pradice of the other , has been the real or 
pretended -aim of the prophets of every age: the 
liberality of Mahomet allowed to his predecefiors 
the fame credit which he claimed for himfelf; 
and the chain of infpiration was prolonged from 
the fall of Adam to the promulgation of the 
Koran **. During that period , fomc rays of 
prophetic light had been imparted to one hun- 
dred and twenty - four thoufand of the eled* 
difcriminated by their refpedive meafure of 
virtue and grace; three hundred and thirteen 
apofties were fent with a fpecial commiffion to 
recal. their country from idolatry and vice; one 
" hundred and four volumes have been didated 
by the holy fpirit;' and fix legifiators of tranfeend- 
ent brightnefs have announced to mankind the 
fix .fucceflive revelations of various rites , but 
of one immutable religion. The authority and 
ftation of Adam , Noah , Abraham , Mofes, 

Chrift , and Mahomet , rife in juft gradation * 
above each other; but •whofoever hates or rejects • • 
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any one of the prophets, is numbered with the 
infidels. The writings of the patriarchs were 
extant only in the apocryphal copies of the 
Greeks and Syrians " : the conduct of Adam 
had not entitled him to the gratitude or refpe<ft 
of his children; the feven precepts of Noah were 
obferved by an inferior and imperfect clafs of the 
profelytes of the fynagogue *' ; and the memory 
of Abraham was obfcurcly revered by the Sabi- 
ans in his native land of Chaltkea : of the mvriads 
of prophets, Mofes and Chrift alone lived and 
reigned; and the remnant of the infpired writings 
was comprifed in the boo' s of the Old and the 
New* 1 e ftament. The miraculous ftory of Mofes 
is confecrated and embellilhed in the Koran *’ ; 
and the captive Jews en)oy the fecret revenge 
of impofrng their own belief on the nations 
vhofe recent creeds they deride. For the author 
of Chriftianity, the Mahometans are taught by 
the prophet to entertain an high and myfterious 
reverence'*. “ Verily, Chrift Jefus, the fon of 
“ Mary, is the apoftle of God, and his word,. 
“ which he conveyed unto Mary, and a Spirit 
tc proceeding from him : honourable in this world 
<c and in the world to come; and one of thofe who 
<c approach near to the prefence of God".'’ The 
wonders of the genuine and apocryphal gofpels ** 
are profufely heaped on his head; and the Latin 
church has notdifdained to borrow from, the Koran 
the immaculate conception ,7 of his virgin mother. 
Yet Jefus was a mere mortal; and, at the day 
of judgment, his teftimony will ferve to condemn 
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both the Je*vs, who rejedt him as a prophet, chap. 
and the Cbriftians , who adore him as the Son l. 
of God. The malice of his enemies afperfed his 
reputation-, and confpired againft his life; but 
their intention only was guilty , a phantom or a 
criminal was fubftituted on the crofs , and the 
innocent faint was tranllated to the feventh 
heaven During fix hundred years die gofpel 
Was the Way of truth and falvation; but the 
Cbriftians infenfibly forgot both the laws and 
the example of their founder ; and Mahomet 
was inftruded by the Gnoftics to acctife the 
church, as well as the fynagogue , of corrupting 
the integrity of the facred text The piety of 
Mofes and of Chrift rejoiced in the alfurance of 
a future prophet, more illuftrious than themfel- 
ves: the evangelic promife of the Paraclete , or 
Holy Ghoft , was prefigured in the name, and 
. accomplifhed in the perfon , of Mahomet ** , 
the greateft and the laft of the apoftles of. 

God. 

The tommunication of ideas requires a fimili- The Kora*, 
tudc of thought and language: the difcourfe of 
a philofopher would vibrate without cffedf on 
the ear of a peafant; yet how minute is the dif- 
tance of tlicir ufiderftaridings , if it be compared 
with the contadl of an infinite and a finite mind, 
with the word of God exprefled by the tongue 
or the pen of a mortal? The infpiration of the 
Hebrew prophets, of the apoftles and evangelifts 
of Chrift, might not be incompatible with the 
excrcife of 'their jreafon and memory ; and the 
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p. diverfity of their genius is ftrongly marked in 
the llyle and compofition of the books of the 
Old and New Teftament. But Mahomet was 
content with a character, more humble, yet more 
fublime, of a fimple editor: the fubftance of tfie 
Koran according to himfelf or his difciples, is 
uncreated and eternal; fubfilting in the eflence 
of the Deity , and inferibed with a pen of light 
on the table of his everlafliing decrees. A paper 
copy in a volume of filk and gems, was brought 
down to the loweft heaven by the angel Gabriel, 
who, under the Jewilh oeconomy, had indeed 
been difpatched on the moft important errands;, 
and this trnfly mclfenger fucceffively revealed the 
chapters and verfes to the Arabian prophet. In- 
ftcad of a perpetual and perfect meafure of the 
divine will, the fragments of the Koran were 
produced at the diferedon of Mahomet; each re- 
velation is fuited to the emergencies of his policy 
or pallion ; and all contradiction is removed by. 
the faving maxim, that any text of feripture is 
abrogated or modified by any fubfequent paflage. 

The word of God, and of the apolile, was dili- 
gently recorded by his difciples on palmdeaves 
and the Ihoulder-bones of mutton; and the pages, * 
without order or connection , were caft into a 
domeltic chelt in the cuftody of one of his wives. 

Two years after the death of Mahomet , the 
facred volume was collected and publilhed by 
his friend and fucceffor Abubeker : the work 
was revifed by the caliph Othman, in the thirtieth 
year of the Hegira; and the various editions of 
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" the Koran aflert the fame miraculous privilege of chap. 
an uniform and incorruptible text. In the fpirit t. 
of enthufiafm or vanity, the prophet reds the 
truth of his million on the merit of his book , 
audacioufly challenges both men and angels to 
imitate the beauties of a fingle page, and pre* 
fumes to aflert that God alone could didate this 
incomparable performance **. This argument is 
mod, powerfully addreffed to a devout Arabian , 
whofe mind is attuned to faith and rapture, whofe 
ear is delighted by the mufic of founds , and 
whofe ignorance is incapable of comparing the 
produdions of human genius **. The harmony 
and copioufnefs of dyle will not reach , in a 
verfion , the European infidel : he will perufe 
with impatience the endlefs incoherent rhapfody 
of fable, and precept,- and declamation, which « 

feldom excites a fentiment or an idea , which 
fometimes crawls in the dud, and is fometimes 
lod in the clouds. The divine attributes exalt 
the fancy of the Arabian midionary; but his 
loftied drains mud yield to the fublime fimplicicy " 

of the book of Job, compofed in a remote age, 
in the fame country and in the fame language **. 

If the compofition of the Koran exceed the facul- 
ties of a man, to what fuperior intelligence fhould 
we aferibe the Iliad of Homer of the Philippics 
of Demodhenes? In all religious, the life of the 
founder fupplies the fdence of his written revela- 
tion : the fayings of Mahomet were fo many 
lefions of truth ; his adions fo many examples of 
virtue ; and the public and private memorials 
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chap, were preferved by his wives and companions. At 
t the end of two hundred years, the Sauna' or oral 
law was fixed and confecrated by the labours of 
. A1 Bochari , who diferiminated feven thoufand 

, two hundred and feventy-five genuine traditions, 
froifi a mafs of three hundred thoufand reports, 
of a more doubtful or fpurious c ha racier. Each 
day the pious author prayed in the temple of 
Mecca , and 'performed his ablutions with the 
water of Zemzetn : the pages were fucceffively 
depofited on the pulpit, and the fepulchre of the 
apoflle ; and the work has been approved by 
the four orthodox fetfts of the Sonnites 
Miracles. The million of the ancient prophets, of Mofes 
and of Jefus , had been confirmed by many 
fplendid prodigies; and Mahomet was repeatedly 
urged, by the inhabitants 'of Mecca and Medina, 
to produce a fimilar evidence of his divine lega- 
tion ; to call down from heaven the angel or the 
volume of his revelation , to create a garden in 
the defert , or to kindle a conflagration in the 
Unbelieving city. As often as he is prefled by 
the demands of the Koreifi), he involves himfelf 
in the obfeure boaft of vifion and prophecy, ap- 
' peals to ‘the internal proofs of his dodrine, and 
(Fields himfelf behind the providence of God, 
who refufes thofe figns and wonders that would 
depreciate the merit of faith and aggravate the 
guilt of infidelity: But the modefl: or angry tone 
of his apologies betrays h;s weaknefs and vexa- 
tion ; and thefe pafiages of fcandal eflablifh, 
beyond fufpieion , . the integrity of the Koran **; 
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The votaries of Mahomet are more allured than C 
himfclf of his miraculous gifts , and their con- 
fidence and credulity encreafe as they are farther 
removed from the time and place of his fpiritual 
exploits. They believe or atfirm that trees went 
forth to meet him; that he was fainted by ftones; 
that water gufhed from his fingers; that he fed 
the hungry, cured the fick, and raifed the dead; 
that a beam groaned to him; that a camel com- 
plained to him ; , that a Ihoulder of mutton in- 
formed him of its t>eing poifoned; and that both 
animate and inanimate nature were equally fub- 
jecl to the apoftle of God His dream of a 
trodurnal journey is ferioufly deferibed as a real 
and ^corporeal tranfa&ion. A myfterious animal; 
the Borak , conveyed him from the temple of 
Mecca to that of Jerufalem: witTi his companion 
Gabriel , he fucceffively afeended the feven 
heavens, and received and repaid the faluta ions 
of. the patriarchs, the prophets, and the angds, 
in their refpedive manfions. Beyond the feventh 
heaven, Mahomet alone was permitted to pro- 
ceed; he paffed the veil of unity, approached 
tvithin two bow-fhots of the throne , and fel.L a 
cold that pierced him to the heart , when his 
fhoulder was touched by the hand of God. After 
this familiar though important converfation , he 
again defeended to Jerufalem , remounted the 
Borak, returned to Mecca, and performed in 
the tenth part of a night the journey of many 
thoufand years According to another legend,- 
the apoftle confounded in a national alfembly . 

. t Vol, IX. K 
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the malicious challenge of the Koreifli. His re - - 
liftlefs word fplit afunder the orb of the moon : 
the obedient planet Hooped from her flation in 
the fky, accomplilhed the feven revolutions round 
the Caaba, fainted Mahomet in the Arabian ton- 
gue, and fuddenly contracting her dimenfions, 
entered at the collar, and illued forth through 
the fleeve, of his fiiirt **. The vulgar are amufed 
with thefe marvellous tales ; but the graved: of 
the Mufulman doctors imitate the modefty of 
their mailer, and indulge a latitude of faith or 
interpretation They might 1 'pecioTJfly allege, 
that in preaching the religion, it was needlefs to 
violate the harmony , of, nature ; that a creed 
unclouded with myftery may be excufcd from 
miracles; and that the fword of Mahomet was 
not lefs potent than the rod of Mofes. 

The polytheift is oppreffed and didraded by 
the variety of fuperftition : a thoufand rites of 
Egyptian origin were interwoven with theelfence 
of the Mofaic law; and the fpirit of the gofpel 
had evaporated in the pageantry of the church. 
The prophet of Mecca was tempted by pre- 
judice , or policy, or patriotilin , to fandify the 
rites of the Arabians , and the cullom of vifiting 
the holy ftonc of the Caaba. But the precepts 
of Mahomet himfelf inculcate a more fimple and 
rational piety: prayer, fading, and alms, are 
the religious duties of a Mufulman ; and he is 
encouraged to hope , that prayer will carry him 
half way to God , fading will bring him to the 
door of his palace, and alms will gain him ad- 
mittance L According to the tradition of 
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tlic nocturnal journey, the apoftle, in his per- c it A 
fonal conference with the Deity, was commanded i. 
to impofe on his difeiplcs the daily obligation of 
fifty prayers. By the advice of i\lofcs, he appli- 
ed for an alleviation of this intolerable burthen ; 
the number was gradually reduced to five; with- 
out any difpenfation of buiinefs or pleafure, or 
time or place: the devotion of the faithful is 
repeated at day -break, at noon,- in the after- 
noon, in the evening, and at the firlt watch of 
the night; and , in the prefent decay of religious 
fervour, our travellers are edified by the pro- 
found humility and attention of the Turks and . 
J’erfians. Clcanhuefs is the key of prayer: the 
frequent fuftration of the hands, the face, and 
the body , which was practifed of old by the 
Arabs, is folemoly enjoined by the Koran; and 
a permi.Tion is formally granted to fupply with 
land the fcarcity of water. The words and atti- 
tudes or Tupplication, as it is performed either 
fitting, or Handing, or proflrate^on the ground, 
are preferibed by cultom or authority*, but the 
prayer is poured forth in fliort and fervent eja- 
culations; the meafure of zeal is not exhaufted 
by a tedious liturgy; and each Mufulman, for 
his own perfon , is i live (led with the character 
of a prieft. Among the theiiTs, who reject the 
ufe of images, it has been found ncceffary to 
retlrain the wanderings of the fancy, by direct- 
ing the eye and the thought towards a kcbla , or 
visible point of the horizon. The prophet was 
at firft inclined to gratify the Jews by the choice 
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H a r>. of Jerufale'ra ; but he foon returned to a more na- 
i.. tural partiality; and live times every day the 
eyes of the nations at Aflracan, at Fez, at 
Delhi, are devoutly turned to the holy temple 
of Mecca. Yet every fpot for the fcrvice of 
God is equally pure: the Mahometans indiffer- 
ently pray in their chamber or in the flreet. As 
a diftindtion from the Jews and Chriftians, the 
Friday in each week is fet apart for the ufeful 
inllitution of public worlhip : the people is af- 
fcmbled in j:hc mofeh and the imam : fome re- 
fpedtable cider afeends the pulpit, to begin the 
prayer and pronounce the fermon. But the 
Mahometan religion is deftitute of priefthood or 
facrifice; and the independent fpirit of fanatic ifm 
looks down with contempt on the minifters and 
the flaves of fuperltition. II. The voluntary IO * 
penance of the afcetics, the torment and glory 
of their lives, was odious to a prophet who cen- 
fured in his companions a rafh vow of abftaining 
lrom flefh , anrfcwomcn, and fleep; and firmly 
declared , that he would fuffer no monks in his 
religion I0 *. ^Yet he inftituted, in each year , a 
fall of thirty days; and ftrenuoufiy recommended 
the obfervance, as a difcipline which purifies the 
foul and fubdues the body, as a falutary exer- 
cife of obedience to the will of God and his 
apoftle. During the month of Ramadan, from 
the riling to the getting of the fun, the Muful- 
man abflains from eating, and drinking, and 
women, and baths, and perfumes; from ail nou- 
lilhment that can rellore his ftrength, from all 
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pleafure that can gratify his fenfes. In the revo- C 
lution cf the lunar year, the Ramadan coincides 
by turns with the winter cold and the fummer 
heat; and the patient martyr, without afluaging 
his th ij ft with a drop of water, mull expert the 
clofe of a tedious and fultry day. The inter- 
diction of wine, peculiar to fome orders of priefts 
or hermits, is converted by Mahomet alone 
into a pofitive and general law 1 "*; and a con- 
fiderable portion of the globe has abjured, at his 
command, the ufe of that falutary, though dan- 
gerous, liquor: Thefe painful reflrairits are, 

doubtlefs, infringed by the libertine and eluded 
by the hypocrite; but the legifiator, by whom' 
they are enadted , cannot finely be accufed of 
alluring his profelytes by the indulgence of their 
fenfual appetites. III. The charity of the Ma- 
hometans defeends to the animal creation ; and 
the Koran repeatedly inculcates, not as a merit, 
but as a ftrict and indifpenfable duty, the relief 
of the indigent and unfortunate. Mahomet, per- 
haps, is the only lawgiver who has defined the 
precife meafure of charity : the flandard may 

vary with the degree and nature of property , as 
it confifts either in money, in corn or cattle, in 
fruits or mcrchahdife; but the AIu fill man does 
not accomplifh the law, unlefs he beAows a 
tenth of his revenue ; and if his confcience accufes 
him of fraud or extortion, the tenth, under the 
idea of rcflitution , is enlarged to a fifth Be- 
nevolence is the foundation of juflice, fincQ we 
are forbid to injure thofe whom we are bound 
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to r flTfl- A prophet may reveal ' the feercts of 
heaven and of futurity ; But in his moral pre- 
cepts he can only repeat the leffons - of our 
own hearts. 

The two articles of belief, and the four practi- 
cal duties of Ifiam, arc guarded by rewards and 
punifhments ; and the faith of the JYlufulman is 
devoutly lined on the event of the judgment and 
the Lift day. The prophet has not prefumed 
to determine the moment of that awful cata- 
firophe , though he darkly announces the figns , 
both in h.eaycn and earth , which will precede 
the univerfal diffolution, when life [ball be de- 
flioyed, an 1 the order of creation fliall be con- 
founded in the primitive chaos. At the blaft of 
the trumpet, new worlds will flart into being; 
angels, genii, and men, will arife from the dead, 
and the human foul will again be united to the 
body. The doctrine of the re fur reel ion was fir ft 
entertained by the Egyptians and their mum- 
m ies were embalmed, their pyramids were con- 
ftr lifted , to preferve the ancient manfion of the 
foul, during a period of three thoufoed years. 
But the attempt is partial and unavailing; and it 
is with a more philofophic fpint that JVIahomet 
relies on the omnipotence of the Creator, whofe 
word can reanimate ihe breathlefs clay, and col- 
left the innumerable atoms, that no longer retain 
their form or fubftance ,0 '. The intermediate 
fhte of the fool it is hard to decide; and tliofe 
who moil firmly brlicve.hcr immaterial nature are 
at a lofs to underftand how file can think or aft 
yyicliout the agency of the organs of fuife. 
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The re-uniop of the foul and body will be c n a r. 
followed by the final judgment of mankind;, and, 1.. 
in his copy of the Magian picture, the prophet 1111 
has too faithfully reprelented the forms of pro- 1 ' 11 "" ’ 
ceeding , and even the ilow and fucceffive 
operations of an earthly tribunal. By his into* 
lerant adverfaries he is upbraided for extending, 
even to themfelves , the hope of fuivation , for 
afierting the blacked herefy , that every man 
who believes in God , and accompiifiies good 
works, may expedt in the Lift day a, favourable 
fentence. Such rational indifference is ill adapted 
to the character of a,- fanatic; nor is it, probable 
that a meffenger from he.lven fhould depreciate 
the value and neceflity of his own revelation. 

In the idiom of the , Koran z °‘ , the belief of 
God is infeparablc from that of Mahomet: the 
good works are thofc which he has enjoined; 
and the two qualifications imply the prolelfion 
of Iflam, to which all nations and ail lefts . are 
equally invited. Their fpirituai blimlnefs,' though 
excufed by ignorance and crowned with virtue, 
will be feourged with everlafling torments; and 
the tears which Mahomet filed over the tomb 
of his mother, for whom he was forbidden to 
pray, difplay a ftriking contrail of humanity 
and enthufiafm 1 ° 1 he doom of the infidels is 
common : the mcafure of their guilt and pimifii- 
ment is determined by the decree of evidence 
which they have rejedted , by the magnitude of 
the errors which they have entertained : the 

eternal manfions of the Chriflians, the Jews, 
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chap, the Sabians , the Magiaos, and- the idolaters, 
l. are funk below each other in the abyfs ; and the 
lowefi: hell is ret rvcd for the faithlefs hypocrites 
who have alfumed the mafic of religion. After 
the greater part of mankind has been condemned 
for their opinions, the true believers only will 
be judged by their adtions. The good and evil 
of each Muftilman will be accurately weighed 
in a real or allegorical balance, and a fingular 
mode of compenfation will be allowed for the 
payment of injuries 1 the aggrelfor will refund 
an equivalent of his own good actions, for the 
benefit of the perfon whom he has wronged; 
and if he fiiould be deftitute of any moral pro- . 
perty , the weight of his fins will be loaded 
with an adequate fhare of the demerits of the 
fufterer. According as the lhares of guilt or 
virtue fliall preponderate, the fentence will be 
pronounced, and all, without diftinflion, will 
pafs over the fharp and perilous bridge of the 
abyfs , but the innocent, treading in the footffeps 
of Mahomet, will glorioufly enter the gates of 
paradife , while the guilty will fall into the firfl: 
and mildeff of the feven hells. The term of 
expiation will vary from nine hundred to feven 
thou (and years; but the prophet has judicioufiy 
promifed, that all his difciples, whatever may 
be their fins, fliall be faved, by their own faith 
and his inlercSffion , from eternal damnation. It 
js not furprifing that ftiperftition fhould act mod 
powerfully on the fears of her votaries, fmcc 
the human fancy can paint xyith more energy- 
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the mifery than the bills of a future life. With C H A l», 
the two fimple elements of darknefs and fire , i, 
we create a fenfacion of pain , which may lie 
aggravated to an infinite degree by the idea 'of 
endlefs duration. But the fame idea operates 
with an oppofite effect on the continuity of plea- 
fure; and too much of our prefent enjoyments 
is obtained from the relief or the comparifon of 
e.vil- It is natural enough that an Arabian pro* 
phet fliould dwell with rapture on the groves, 
the fountains, and the rivers, of paradife ; but 
inltead of infpiring the bleffed inhabitants with a 
liberal tafte for harmony and fcience, converfa-i 
tion and friendfhip, he idly celebrates the pearls 
and diamonds , the robes of fiik , palaces of 
marble, difiles of gold, rich wines, artificial 
dainties, numerous attendants, and fhe whole 
train of fenfual and coftly luxury, which becomes^ 
infipid to the owner, even in the fliort period 
of this mortal life. Seventy-two Houris , or blacki 
eyed girls , of rcfplendent beauty , blooming 
youth, virgin purity, and exquilite fenfibility, 
will be created for the ufe of the meaneft believer 5 
a moment of pleafure will be prolonged to a 
thoufahd years, and his faculties will be encreafed 
an hundred fold, to render him worthy of his 
felicity. Notwithftanding a vulgar prejudice, the 
gates of heaven will be open to both Texes ; but 
Mahomet has not fpecified the male companions 
of the female elect , left he fliould either alarm 
the jealoufy of their former hulhands, or dillurb 
their felicity, by the fufpicion of an evet'Jafting 
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marriage. This image of a carnal paradife has 
provoked the indignation, perhaps the envy, of 
the monks i they declaim againft the impure 
religion of Mahomet; and his modeft apologifts 
are driven to the poor excufe of figures and 
allegories. Eut the founder and more confident 
party adhere , -without fhamc to the literal 
interpretation of the' Koran : ufeiefs would be 
the refurrection of the body , unlefs it wcr.e 
rcflored to the pofieffion and exercife of its 
worthied faculties; and the union of fenfual and 
intellectual enjoyment is requifitc to complete 
the happinefs of the double animal , the perfedl 
man. Yet the joys of the Mahometan paradife 
will not be confined to the indulgence of luxury 
and appetite ; and the prophet has cxprefsly 
declared that all meaner happinefs will be 
^forgotten and defpifed by the faints and mar- 
tyrs ,. who fhall be admitted to the beatitude of 
the divine vifion 

The firfl and mod arduous conqueds of Maho- 
met 111 were thofe of his wife, his fervant, his 
pupil, and his friend 111 ; fince he prefented him- 
felf as a prophet to thofe who were mod: converf- 
ant with his infirmities as a man. Yet Cadijah 
believed the words , and cherilhed the glory , of 
her hufband ; the obfequious and affectionate Zeid 
was tempted by the profpect of freedom ; the il- 
luftrious Ali , the fon of Abu Taleb, embraced 
the fentiments of his coufin with the fpirit of a 
youthful hero; and the wealth, the moderation, 
the veracity of Abubeker, confirmed the religion 
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of the prophet whom he was deftincd to fuc- ciiap. 
ceed. By his perfuafion, tea of the moft refpetfl- p> 
able citizens of Mecca were introduced to the 
private leffons of Iflam ; they yielded, to the 
voice of reafon and cnthufiafm ; they repeated 
the .fundamental creed; “ there is but one God, 

“ and Mahomet, is the apoltle of God;” and 
their faith, even in this life, was rewarded with 
riches and honours, with the command of armies 
and the government of kingdoms. Three years 
were filently employed in the converfion of 
fourteen profelytes, the firlt fruits of his miflion; 
but in the fourth year he affumed the prophetic 
office, and refolving to impart to his family the 
light of divine truth, he prepared a banquet, a 
ftmb, as it is faid, and a bowl of milk, for 
the entertainment of forty gueffs of the race of 
Hafliem. “Friends and kinfmen,” faid Mahomet 
to the alfembly, “ I offer you, and I alone can 
“ offer, the moft precious of gifts, the treafures 
“ of this world and of the world to come* God 
“ has commanded me to call you to his fervice. 

“ Who among you will fupport my burthen? 

Who among you will be my companion and 
“ my vizir 1 "?” No anfwer was returned, till 
the filence of aflonifiimerit, and doubt, and con- 
tempt, was at length broken by the impatient 
courage of Alt., a youth in the fourteenth year 
of his age. “ O prophet, I am the man: whofo- 
“ ever r.fes ag&inft thee, I will daffi out his. teeth, 

“ tear out his eyes, break his legs, rip up his 
“ belly. O prophet, I will be thy vizir over 
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. <( them.” Mahomet accepted his offer with tranf- 
port, and Abu Taleb was ironically exhorted to 
refpect the fuperior dignity of his fon. In a more 
ferious tone, the father.of Ali advifed his nephew 
to relinquifh his impracticable defign. „ Spare 
“ your remonltrances,” replied the intrepid fanatic 
to his Uncle and benefactor; “ if they Ihould 
“ place the fun on my right-hand and the moon 
“ on my left, they fhould not divert me from 
“ my courfe.” He perfevered ten years in the 
exercife of his million; and the religion which 
has overfpread the Haft and the Weft, advanced 
with a flow and painful progrefs within the 
walls of Mecca. Yet Mahomet enjoyed the 
fatisfatftion of beholding the encreafe of his infant 
congregation of Unitarians, who revered him as 
a prophet, and to whom he feafonably difpenfed 
the fpiritual nourifhtnent of the Koran. 1 he 
number of profelytes may be cfteemed by the 
abfence of eighty-three men and eighteen women, 
who retired to /Ethiopia in the feventh year of 
his million : and his party was fortified by the 
timely eonverfion of his uncle Hamza * and of 
the fierce and inflexible Omar, who fignalifed in 
the caufe of Iff am the fame zeal which he had 
exerted for its deftruction. Nor was the charity 
of Mahomet confined to the tribe of Koreifh or 
the precincts of Mecca: on folemn feftivals, in 
the days of pilgrimage, he frequented the Caaba, 
accofted the ftrangers of every tribe, and urged, 
both in private converfe and public difeourfe, 
jhc belief and worth ip of a foie Deity, Copfcious 
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of his reafon and of his weaknefs, he afierted the c 11 a p ? 
liberty of confcicnce, and declaimed the ufe of 1,. 
religious violence 114 : but he called the Arabs to 
repentance, and conjured them to ■ remember the 
ancient idolaters of Ad and Thamud, whom the 
divine juflice had fwept away from the face of 
the ear h 

♦ 

The people of Mecca was hardened in their fs oppofed, 
unbelief by fuperftition and envy. The elders of J> ' 0 ' 
the city, the uncles of the prophet, aifedted to a. d. 
defpife the prefumption of an orphan, the reformer 6,3 Gai '' 
of his country: the pious orations of Mahomet 
in the Caaba were anfwered by the clamours of 
Abu Taleb. „ Citizens and pilgrims, lilfen not 
“ to the tempter , hearken not to his impious 
“ novelties. Stand faff in the worfhip of A1 Lata 
“ and A1 Uzzah.” Yet the fon of Abdallah was 
ever dear to the aged chief; and he prote&ed the 
fame and perfon of his nephew againff the alfaults 
of the Koreifltites, who had long been jealous of 
the pre-eminence of the family of Halhem. Their 
malice was coloured with the. pretence of reli- 
gion: in the age of Job, the crime of impiety 
was punilhed by the Arabian magiftrate and 
Mahomet was guilty of deferting and denying 
the national deities. But fo loofe was the policy 
of Mecca, that the leaders of the Koreifb, in- 
Head of accufing a criminal, were compelled to 
employ the meafures of perfuafion or violence. 

They repeatedly addrefled A.bu Taleb in the Ifvle 
of reproach and menace. “ Thy nephew reviles 
“ our religion ; he accufes our wife forefathers 
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€ H A p. “of ignorance and folly ; filcnce him quickly ; 
l. “ left he kindle tumult and difeord in the city. 
<c If he perfevere , wc Ihall draw our fwords 
againft him and his adherents, and thou wilt 
<c be refponfible for the blood of'thy fellow-citi- 
*• zens.” The weight and moderation of Abu 
Taleb eluded the violence of religious fadtion ; 
the rr.oft helplefs or timid of the difciples retired 
to ./Ethiopia, and the prophet withdrew himfelf to 
various places of ftrength in the town and country. 
As he was ftill fupported by his family, the reft of 
the tribe of Korcifli engaged themfelves to renounce 
all intercourle with the children of Ilafliem, neither 
to buy nor fell , neither to marry nor to give 
in marriage, but to purfue them with implacable 
enmity, till they fiiould deliver the perfon of 
Mahomet to the jufticc of the gods. 1 he decree 
was -fufpended in the Caaba before the dyes of 
the nation; the rneffengers of the Koreifh purfued 
the Mufulman exties in the heart of Africa : they 
befleged the prophet and his moll faithful fol- 
lowers, intercepted their water, and inflamed 
their mutual animofity by the retaliation of in- 
juries and infults. A doubtful truce reftored the 
appearances of concord ; till the death of Abu 
Taleb abandoned Mahomet to the power of his 
enemies, at the moment when he was deprived 
of his domeftic comforts by the lofs of his faith- 
ful and generous Cadijah. Abu Sophian, the 
chief of the branch of Ommiyah, fucceeded to 
the principality of the republic of Mecca. A 
zealous votary of the idols, a mortal foe of the 
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line of Hafhem, he convened an aflembly ©f the c n ft P. 
Koreilhites and their allies, to decide the fate of l, 
the apoftle. His imprifonment might provoke 
the defpair of his cnthufiafm; and the exiie< of 
an eloquent and popular fanatic would diffufe the 
mifchief through the provinces of Arabia. His 
death was refolved; and they agreed that a fword 
front each tribe ihould be buried in bis heart, 
to divide the guilt of bis blood and baffle the. 
vengeance of the Hafhemites. An angel or a fpy and driven 
revealed their confpiracy ; and flight was the only fro,n Wetc *» 
refource of Mahomet 1,7 . At the dead of night, 
accompanied by his friend Abnbeker, he filently 
efcaped from his houfe : the afTaflins watched at 
the door; but they were deceived by the figure 
of Ali, who repofed on the bed, and was cover- 
ed with the green veftment of the apoftle* The 
Koreifh refpeded the piety of the heroic youth ; 
but fome verfes of Ali, which are ftill extant, 
exhibit an interefling pidure of his anxiety, his 
texidernefs , and his religious confidence. Three 
days Mahomet and his companion were concealed 
in the cave of Thor, at the diftance of a league 
from Mecca; and in the clofe of each evening, 
they received from the fon and daughter of Abu- 
beker, a fecret fupply of intelligence and food. 

The diligence of the Koreifh explored every haunt 
in the neighbourhood of the city , they arrived 
at the entrance of the cavern; but the providen- 
tial deceit of a fpider’s web and a pigeon’s neft:, 
is fuppofed to convince them that the place was 
foljtary and inviolate. “We are only two,” faid 
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the trembling Abubckcr. “ Thtjre is a third 
replied the prophet; w it is God himfelf.” No 
looner was the purfuit abated , than the two 
fugitives iffued from the rock, and mounted their 
camels: on the road to Medina, they were over- 
taken by the cmiflaries of the Korcifll ; they re- 
deemed themfelves with prayers and promifes 
from their hands. In this eventful moment, the 
lance of'an Arab might have changed the hiftory 
of the world. The flight of the prophet from Mecca 
to Medina has fixed the memorable sera of the 
Ha/ira ,IS , which, at the end of twelve centuries, 
ftill diferiminates the lunar years of the Maho- 
metan nations 

The religion of the Koran might have perifhed 
in its cradle, had not Medina embraced with 
faith and reverence the holy outcafts of Mecca. 
Medina, or the city, known under the name of 
Yathreb, before it was fandfified by the throne of 
the prophet, was dividedi between the tribes of 
the Charegites and the Awfites, whofe heredi- 
tary feud was rekindled by the flighted: provo- 
cations : two colonies of Jews , who boafled a 
facerdotal race, were their humble allies, and 
without converting the Arabs , they introduced 
the tafte of fcience, and religion, which diflin- 
guifhed Medina as the city of the book. Some 
of her noblefl citizens, in a pilgrimage to the 
Caaba, were converted by the preaching of 
Mahomet; on' their return they diffufed the be- 
lief of God and his prophet, and the new al- 
liance tv as ratified by their deputies in two decree 

and 
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and no&urnal interviews on a hill in the 
fuburbs of Mecca. In the firft, ten Charegites 
and two Awfites united in faith and love , pro- 
tefted in the name of their wives, their child- 
ren , and their abfent brethren , that they would 
for ever profefs the creed, and obferve the pre- 
cepts, of the Koran. The fecond was a political 
alfociation , the firft vital fpark of the empire 
of the Saracens ,l °. Seventy -three men and two 
women of Medina held a folemn conference 
with Mahomet, his kinfmen, and his difciples; 
and pledged themfelves to each other by a mu- 
tual oath of fidelity. They promifed in the name 
of the city, that if he fhould be punilhed, they 
would receive him as a confederate, obey him 
as a leader, and defend him to the laft extremity, 
like their wives and children. “ But if you are 
“ recalled by your country,” they alked with a 
flattering anxiety , ct will you not abandon your 
“ new allies ? ” “ All things ,” replied Mahomet 
with a fmile, “are now common between us; 
“ your blood is as my blood , your ruin as my 
“ ruin. We are bound to each other by the ties 
“ of honour and intereft. I am your friend, and 
“ the enemy of your foes.” “ But if we are 
“ killed in your fervice, what,” exclaimed the 
deputies of Medina, “will be our reward?” 
“ Pakadise,” replied the prophet. “ Stretch 
“ forth thy hand. ’ He ftretched it forth . and 
they reiterated the oath of allegiance and fidelity. 
Their treaty was ratified by the people, who 
unanimoufly embraced the profellion of Iflam; 
Vol. IX. L 
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chat, they rejoiced in the exile of the apoftle, but they 
L. trembled for his fafety, and impatiently expected 
his arrival. After a perilous and rapid journey 
along the fca-coaft, he halted at Koba, two 
miles from the city, and made his public 
entry into Medina, fixteen days after his flight 
from Mecca. Five hundred of the citizens ad- 
vanced to meet him; he was hailed with accla- 
mations of loyalty and devotion ; Mahomet was 
mounted on a file -camel, an umbrella lhaded his 
head , and a turban was unfurled before him to 
fupply the deficiency of a fhuidard. His braveft 
difciples, who had been fcattered by the florm, 
aflemblcd round his perfon : and the equal, 

though various, 'merit of the Modems was 
diftinguifhed by the names of Mohatjcriam 
and An fan , the fugitives of Mecca, and the 
auxiliaries of Medina. To eradicate the feeds 
of jealoufy, Mahomet judicioufly coupled his 
principal followers with the rights and obligations 
of brethren , and when Ali found himfelf with- 
out a peer , the prophet tenderly declared , that 
he would be the companion and brother of the 
% noble youth. The expedient was crowned with 
fuccefs; the holy fraternity was refpeded in 
peace and war, and the two parties vied with 
each other in a generous emulation of courage 
and fidelity. Once only the concord was flightly 
ruffled by an accidental quarrel; a patriot of 
Medina arraigned the infolcnce of the flrangers , 
but the hint of their expulfion was heard with 
abhorrence, and his own fon mod eagerly 
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offered to lay at the apofUe’s feet the head of his c h a r. 
father. • 1, 

From his eftablifhment at Medina, Mahomet His regal 
affumed the exercife of the regal and facerdotal di & nit v . 

' • • 0 A. D. 

office; and it was impious to appeal from a 6U — is, 
judge whofe decrees were infpired by the divine 
wifdom. A fmall portion of ground, the patri- 
mony of two orphans, was acquired by gift or 
purchafe 111 ; on that chofen fpot, he built an 
houfe and a mofeh more venerable in their rude 
fimplicity than, the palaces and temples of the 
Affyrian caliphs. His feal of gold, or filver, 
was inferibed with the apoftolic title ; when he 
prayed and preached in the weekly affembly, he 
leaned againft the trulik of a palm-tree; and it 
was long before he indulged himfelf in the ufe 
of a chair or pulpit of rough timber '**. After 
a reign of fix years, fifteen hundred Modems, 
in arms and in the field, renewed their oath of 
allegiance ; and their chief repeated the affurance 
of protedion till the death of the laft member, 
or the final diffolution of the party. It was in 
the fame camp that the deputy of Mecca was 
aftonifhed by the attention of the faithful to the 
works and looks of the prophet, by the eager- 
nefs .with which they colleded his fpittle an 
hair that dropt on the ground , the refufe water 
of his lufiaations , as if they participated in fome 
degree of the prophetic virtue. “ 1 have feen,” 
faid he, “ the Ohofroes of Perfia and the Ctefar 
“ of Rome, uut never did I behold a king 
* among his fubjeds like Mahomet among lu.s 
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lie declares 
s\ar a^ainii 

tlie infidels. 



w companions. ” The devout fervour of enthu- 
fiafm iiufls with more energy and truth than the 
cold and formal fervility of courts. 

In the ftate of nature every man has a right 
to defend, by force of arms, his perfon and his 
poflellions ; to repel, or even to prevent, the vio- 
lence of his enemies; and to extend his holtdities to 
a reafonabie meafure of fatisfaCfion and retaliation. 
In the free fociety of the Arabs, the duties of 
fubject and citizen impofed a feeble reftraint; and 
Mahomet, in the exercile of a peaceful and 
benevolent million, had been defpoiled and 
banilhed by the injuffice of his countrymen. 
The choice of an independent people had ex- 
alted the fugitive of Mecca to the rank of a 
fovereigiv; and he was invefted with the jull 
prerogative of forming alliances, and of waging 
oftenfive or defenfive war. The imperfection 
of human rights was fupplied and armed by the 
plenitude of divine power : the prophet of Me- 
dina affumed, in his new revelations, a fiercer 
and more fanguinary tone, which proves that 
his former moderation was the effect of weak- 
nefs the means of perfuafion had been tried , 
the feafon of forbearance was elapfed , and he 
was now commanded to propagate his religion 
by the fword , to deltroy the monuments of 
idolatry, and, without regarding the fan&ity of 
days or months, to purfue the unbelieving nati- 
ons of the earth. T he fame blcody precepts, fo 
repeatedly inculcated in the Koran , are aferibed 
by the author tp the Pentateuch and the Gofpel. 
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But the mild tenor of the evangelic fty.le may c H a r 
explain an ambiguous text, that Jefus did not' L 
bring peace on the earth , but a fword : his pati- 
ent, and humble virtues fliould not be confounded 
with the intolerant zeal of princes and bifhops, - 

who have difgraced the name of his difciples. In 
the profecution of religious war, Mahomet might 
appeal with more propriety to the example 
of Mofes, of the judges and the kings of 
Ifrael. The military laws of the Hebrews are ftill 
more rigid than thofe of the Arabian legiflator I! *. 

The Lord of holts marched in perlon before the 
Jews: if a city refilled their fummons, the males 
without diilindtiyn , were put to the fword : the 
feven nations of Canaan were devoted to deftruc- 
tion; and neither repentance nor converfion could 
flheld them from the inevitable doom, that no 
creature within their precindts fhould be left alive. 

The fair option of friendlhip, or fubmiffion, or 
battle, was propofed to the enemies of Mahomet. 

If they profelfed the creed of Hlam , they were 
admitted to all the temporal and fpiritual benefits 
of his primitive difciples, and marched under the 
Lime banner to extend the religion which they 
had embraced. The clemency of the prophet 
was decided by his intereft, yet he feldom tramp- 
led on a prollrate enemy; and he feems to 
promife, that, on the payment of a tribute, the 
Icaft guilty of his unbelieving fubjedts might be 
indulged in their worfhip, or at lealt in their im- 
perfect faith. In the firft months o‘f his reign , 
he pradbfed the lefions of holv warfare, and 
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H A p. difplayed his white banner before the gates of 
l. Medina : the martial apoftle fought in perfon at 

nine battles or fieges and fifty enterprifes of 
war were atchieved in ten years by himfelf or his 
lieutenants. The Arab continued to unite the 
profeflions of a merchant and a robber.; and his 
petty excurfions for the defence or the attack of 
a caravan infenfibly prepared his troops for the 
conqueft of Arabia The diftribution of the fpoil 
was regulated by a divine law : the whole 
was faithfully collected in one common mafs : a 
fifth of the gold and filver, the prifoners and 
cattle, the moveables and immoveables, was re- 
ferved by the prophet for pious and charitable 
ufes; the remainder was fliared in adequate por- 
tions by the foldiers who had obtained the vic- 
tory or guarded the camp: the rewards of the 
flain devolved to their widows and orphans ; and 
the encreafe of cavalry was encouraged by the 
allotment of a double fhare to the horfe and to 
the man. From all fidcs the roving Arabs were 
allured to the flandard of religion and plunder : 
the apofilc fandified the licence of embracing the 
female captives as their wives or concubines ; 
and the enjoyment of wealth and beauty was a 
feeble type of the joys of paradife prepared for 
the valiant martyrs of the faith. “ The fword,” 
fays Mahomet , ct is the key of heaven and of 
“ hell : a drop of blood fhed in the caufe of 
“ God, a night fpent in arms , is of more avail 
ct than two months of fading or prayer: who- 
5‘ foever falls in battle, his fins arc forgiven; at 
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w the day of judgment his wounds fhall be re- c h a r. 
“ fplendent as vermillion and odoriferous as rnulk; I, 

<c and the lofs of his limbs fhall be fupplied by 
“ the wings of angels and cherubim. ” The in- 
trepid fouls of the Arabs were fired with en- 
thufiafm: the pi din re of the invifible world was 
ftrongly painted on their imagination; and the 
death which they had always defpifed became an 
object of hope and defire. The Koran incul- 
cates, in the molt abfolute fenfe, the tenets of 
fate and predeftination , which would extinguish 
both induftry and virtue, if the adtions of man 
were governed by his Speculative belief. Yet 
their influence in every age has exalted the cou- 
rage of the Saracens and Turks. The firlt com- 
.panions of Mahomet advanced to battle with a 
fearlefs confidence : there is no danger where 
there is no chance: they were ordained to perifh 
in their beds; or they were. fafe and invulnerable 
amidft the darts of the enemy ,I7 . 

Perhaps the Koreifli would have been content His defeufin: 
with the flight of Mahomet, had they not been ^Kerfis'iv 
provoked and alarmed by the vengeance of an 0 f Mecca, 
enemy , who could intercept their Syrian trade 
as it palled and repafled through the territory of 
Medina. Abu Sophian himfelf, with only thirty 
or forty followers, conduded a wealthy caravan 
of a thoufand camels: the fortune or dexterity 
of his march efcaped the vigilance of Mahomet t 
but the chief of the Koreifli was informed that 
the holy robbers were placed in ambufli to await 
his return. He difpatched a mefienger to his 

L 4 



* 



Digitized by 



152 THE DECLINE AND FALL 



C H A P. 
1 . 



of 

A. 1 ). 6 13 , 



brethren of Mecca, and they were roufed, by the 
fear of Jofmg their merchandife and their provifions, 
unlefs they liaftened to his relief with the military 
force of the city. The facred band of Mahomet was 
formed of three hundred and thirteen Moflems, of 
whom feventy-feven were fugitives, and the 
refi: auxiliaries : they mounted by turns a train of 
feventy camels ( the camels of Yathreb were for* 
midable in war ) ; but fuch was the poverty of 
his firft difciples, that only two could appear on 
horfeback in the field **'. In the fertile and fa- 
mous vale of Beder three ftations from Medina, 
he was informed by his fcouts of the caravan 
that approached on one fide ; of the Koreilh, one 
hundred horfe, eight hundred and fifty foot, 
who advanced on the other. After a fhort de- 
bate, he facrificed the profpedl of wealth to the 
purfuit of glory and revenge; and a flight in- 
trenchment was formed, to cover his troops, and 
a ftream of frefii water that glided through the 
valley. ct O God” he exclaimed as the numbers 
of the Koreifh defcended from the hills, “ O 
“ God, if thefe are dcllroyed, by whom wilt 
“ thou be worfliipped on the earth ? — Cou- 
“ rage, my children, clofe your ranks;, dif- 
“ charge your arrows, and the day is your 
“ own.” At thefe words he placed himfelf, 
with Abubeker, on a throne or pulpit "*, and in- 
ffantly demanded the fuccour of Gabriel and three 
thoufand angels. His eye was fixed on the field 
of battle : the Mufulmans fainted and were pref- 
fed : in that decifive moment the prophet ftarted 
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.from his throne, mounted his horfe, and caft 
a handful of fand into the air; “ Let their faces 
tl he covered with confufion.” Both armies 
heard the thunder of his voice: their fancy 
beheld the angelic warriors 1,1 ; the Kbreifh 
trembled and fled : feventy of the braveft were 
flam; and feventy captives adorned the firft 
victory of the faithful. The dead bodies of the 
Koreilh were defpoiled and infulted: two of the 
molt obnoxious prifoners were punilhed with 
death ; and the ranfom of the others , four thou- 
fand drams of filver, compenfated in fome degree 
the efcape of the caravan. But it was in vain 
that the camels of Abu Sophian explored a new 
road through the defert and along the Euphrates: 
they were overtaken by the diligence of the Mu- 
fulmans; and wealthy mud have been the prize, 
if twenty thoufand drams could be fet apart for 
the fifth of the apoftle. The refentment of the 
public and private lofs {Emulated Abu Sophian 
to collect a body of three thoufand men, feven 
hundred of whom were armed with cuiraffes , 
and two hundred were mounted on horfeback: 
three thoufand camels attended his march ; and 
his wife Henda , with fifteen matrons of Mecca, 
inceffantly founded their timbrels to animate 
the troops, and to magnify the greatnefs of 
Hobal , the moft popular deity of the Caaba'. 
The (landard of God and Mahomet was upheld 
by nine hundred and fifty believers: the difpro- 
portion of numbers was not more alarming than 
in the field of Beder; and their prefumption of 
vi&ory prevailed againft the divine and human 



chap. 

L. 



of Ohuit , 

A l). 623, 



Digitized by Google 



C II A 
L. 



154 THE DECLINE AND FALL *T 

fenfe of the npoflle. The fecond battle . was 
fought on mount Ohud , fix miles to the north 
of Medina 1,1 : the Koreifh advanced in the form 
of a crefcent; and the right wing of cavalry 
was led by Caled , the fierceft'and mod fuccefs- 
ful of the Arabian warriors. The troops of 
Mahomet were fkilfully polled on the declivity 
of the hill ; and their rear was guarded by a 
detachment of fifty archers. The weight of their 
charge impelled and broke the centre of the 
idolaters; but in the purfuit they loll the ad- 
vantage of their ground : the archers deferted their 
flation : the Mufulmans were tempted by the fpoil, 
difobeyed their general, and difordered theirranks. 
The intrepid Caled , wheeling his cavalry on 
their flank and rear, exclaimed, with a loud 
voice , that Mahomet was fiain. He was indeed 
wounded in the face with a javelin: two of his 
teeth were fiiattered with a flone; yet, in the 
xnidll of tumult and difmay, he reproached the 
infidels with the murder of a prophet; and blef- 
fed the friendly hand that {launched his blood , 
and conveyed him to a place of fafety. Seventy 
martyrs died for the fins of the people: they fell, 
faid the apollle, in prayers, each brother embra- 
cing his lifelefs companion"’: their bodies were 
mangled by the inhuman females of Mecca ; and 
the wife of Abu Sophian tailed the entrails of 
II amza, the uncle of Alahomet. They might ap- 
plaud their fuperllition and fatiatc their fury; but 
the Mufulmans foon rallied in the field , and'thc 
Koreifh wanted llrength or courage to undertake 
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the fiege of Medina. It was attacked the enfuing ciiap. 
year by an army of ten thoufand enemies; and l. 
this third expedition is varioufly named from the J t h t e h " a (t t j ' t nn h '’ 
nations , which marched under the banner of Abu a. d. * 25 ,’ 
Sophian, from the ditch which was drawn be- 
fore the city, and a camp of three thoufand 
Mufulmans'. The prudence of Mahomet declin- 
ed a general eiigagement: the valour of Ali was 
fignalized in fiugle combat; and the war was 
protraded twenty days, till the final reparation 
of the confederates. A temped: of wind , rain, 
and hail , overturned their tents : their private 
quarrels were fomented by an infidious adver- 
fary; and the Koreifh , deferted by their allies, 
no longer hoped to fubvert the throne, or to 
check the conquefts, of their invincible exile”*. 

The choice of Jerufale’m for the firft kebla of Mahomet 
prayer, difcovers the early propenfity of Maho- th ® 
met in favour of the Jews; and happy would it Arabia, 
have been for their temporal interell , had they A - °- 
recognifed, in the Arabian prophet, the hope 
of Ifrael and the promifed Mclllah. Their ob- 
ftinacy converted his friendlhip into implacable 
hatred , with which he purfued that unfortunate 
people to the laft moment of his life : and in the 
double character of an apoftle and a conqueror, 
his perfecution was extended to both worlds'”. 

The Kainoka dwelt at Medina under the pro- 
tection of the city; he feized the occafion of an 
accidental tumult, and fummoned them to em- 
brace his religion, or contend with him in battle. 

“ Alas,” replied the trembling Jews, “we are 
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chap! ct ignorant of the ufe of arms , hut we prcferve 
L. “ in the faith and worfliip of our fathers; why 
“ wilt thou reduce us to the neceflity of a juft 
defence?” The unequal couflitft was terminated 
in fifteen days; and it was with extreme reluc- 
tance that Mahomet yielded to the importunity 
of his allies , and confented to fpare the lives of 
the captives. But their riches were confifcated , 
their arms became more effectual in the hands of 
the Mufulmans; and a wretched colony of {even 
hundred exiles was driven with their wives and 
children to implore a refuge on the confines of 
Syria. The Nadhirites were more guilty, fince 
they confpired in a friendly interview to affaftin- 
ate the prophet. He befieged their caftle three 
miles from Medina, but their refohite defence 
obtained an honourable capitulation; and the 
garrifon, founding their trumpets and beating 
their drums, was permitted to depart with the 
honours of war. The Jews had excited and 
joined the war of the Koreifh : no fooner had 
the nations retired from the ditch , than Maho- 
met, without laying afide his .armour, marched 
on the fame day to extirpate the hoftile race of 
the children of Ivoraidha. After a refiftance of 
twenty- five days, they furrendered at difcretion. 
They trufled to the interceflion of their allies of 
Medina : they could not be ignorant that fanati- 
cifrn obliterates the feelings of humanity. A ven- 
erable elder, to whofc judgment they appealedj 
pronounced the fentcncc of their death : feven 
hundred Jews, were dragged in chains to the 
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market-place of the city: they defeended alive 
into the grave prepared for their execution and 
burial ; and the apoflle beheld with an inflexible 
eye the (laughter of his helplefs enemies. Their 
fhedp and camels were inherited by the Muful- 
mans: three hundred cuirafles, five hundred 

pikes, a thoufand lances, compofed the moil 
ufeful portion of the fpoil. Six days journey 
to the north-eafl of "Medina, the ancient and 
wealthy town of Chaibar was the feat of the 
Jewiflh power in Arabia; the territory, a fertile 
fpot in the defert , was covered with plantations 
and cattle, and protected by eight caflles, fome 
of which were efleemed of impregnable flrength. 
The forces of Mahomet confided of two hun- 
dred horfe and fourteen hundred foot: in the fuc- 
celfion of eight regular and painful fieges- they 
were expofed to danger, and fatigue , and hun- 
ger; and the mod undaunted chiefs defpaired of 
the event. The apodle revived their faith and 
courage by the example of Ali, on whom he 
bedowed the furname of the Lion of God : per- 
haps we may believe that an Hebrew cham- 
pion of gigantic dature was cloven to the ched 
by his irrefidible feymetar; but we cannot praife 
the modedy of romance, which reprefents him 
as tearing from its hinges the gate of a fortrefs, 
and wielding the ponderous buckler in his left- 
hand After the redu&ion of the caflles, the 
town of Chaibar fubmitted to the yoke. The 
chief of the tribe was tortured , in the prefence 
of Mahognet , to force a confeflion of his hidden 
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treafure: the induRry of the fhepherds and huf- 
bandmen was rewarded with a precarious tolera- 
tion : they were permitted, fo long as it fhould 
pleafe the conqueror, to improve their patri- 
mony, (in equal fliarcs, for his emolument and 
their own. Under the reign of Omar, the Jews 
of Chaibar were tranfplanted to Syria; and the 
caliph alleged the injunction of his dying raafter, 
that one and the true religion fhould be profefTed 
in his native land of Arabia ,J \ 

Five times each day the eyes of Mahomet 
were turned towards Mecca and he was 
urged by the rrioR facred and powerful motives 
to revifit, as a conqueror, the city and the temple 
from whence he had been driven as an exile. 
The Caaba was prefent to his waking and 
fleeping fancy: an idle dream was tranflated into 
vifion and prophecy; he unfurled the holy ban- 
ner; and a rafh promife of fucccfs too haftily 
dropped from the lips of the apoRle. His march 
from Medina to Mecca, difplayed the peaceful 
and folcmn pomp of a pilgrimage ; feventy camels 
chofen and bedecked for facrifice, preceded the 
van; the facrcd territory was refpeded , and the 
captives were di I'm if fed without ranfom to pro- 
claim his clemency and devotion. But no fooner 
did Mahomet defeend into the plain, within a 
day’s journey of the city , than he exclaimed , 
“ they have clothed themfelves with the Heins 
“■of tygers;” the numbers and refolution of the 
Korcifh oppofed his progrefs ; and the rovin 
Arabs of the defert might defeat or betray 
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leader whom they had followed for the hopes of c 
fpoil. 1 he intrepid fanatic funk into a cool and 
cautious politician : he waved in a treaty his 
title of apoflle of God , concluded with the 
Koreilh and their allies a truce of ten years , 
engaged to rcRore the fugitives of Mecca who 
fhould embrace his religion, and ftipulated only, 
for the enfuing year, the humble privilege of 
entering the city as a friend, and of remaining 
three days to accomplilh the rites of the pilgrim- 
age. A cloud of fliame and forrow hung on the 
retreat of the Mufulmans, and their difappoint- 
ment might juRly accufe the failure of a prophet 
who had fo often appealed to the evidence of 
fuccefs. The faith and hope of the pilgrims were 
rekindled by the profped of Mecca: their fwords 
were Iheathed ; feven times in the footReps of 
the apoftle they encompafled the Caaba : the 

Koreifh had retired to the hills, and Mahomet, 
after the cuRomary facrifice, evacuated the city 
on the fourth day. The people was edified by 
his devotion ; thy hoRile chiefs were awed or 
divided, or feduced ; and both'Caled and Amrou, 
the future conquerors of Syria and Egypt, moft 
feafonably deferted the finking caufe of idolatry. 
The power of Mahomet was encreafed by the 
fubmillion of the Arabian tribes; ten rhoufand 
foldiers were affembled for the conqueR of Mecca, 
and the idolaters, the weaker party, were eafily 
convidted of violating the truce, hnthufiafm and 
difeipline impelled the march and preferved the 1 
fecrct, till the blaze of ten thoufand lues pro- 
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claimed to the aftonifhed Koreifli, the defign , 
the approach, and the irrefiftible force of the 
enemy. The haughty Abu Sophian prefented 
the keys of the city, admired the variety of arms 
and enfigns that palled before him in review; 
©bferved that the fon of Abdallah had acquired 
a mighty kingdom, and con fe fled , under the 
feymetar of Omar, that he was the apollle of 
the true God. The return of Marius and Sylla 
was ftained with the blood of the Romans; the 
revenge of Mahomet was ftimulatcd by religious 
zeal, and his injured followers were eager to 
execute or to prevent the order of a maflacre. 
Inftead of indulging their paflion's and his own 
the vidtorious exile forgave the guilt, and united 
the fadtions , of Mecca. His troops , in three 
divifions, marched into the city : eight and twenty 
of the inhabitants were flain by the fword of 
Caled ; eleven men and fix women were pro- 
feribed by the fentence of Mahomet ;* but he 
blamed the cruelty of his lieutenant; and feveral 
of the moft obnoxious victims were indebted for 
their lives to his clemency or contempt. The 
chiefs of the Koreifli were proftrate at his feet. 
“ What mercy can you expedt from the mail 
“ whom you have wronged?” w AVe confide 
<c in the generofity of our kinfman.” cc And you 
<c flhall not confide in vain: begone! you are fafe, 
“ you are free.” The people of Mecca deferved 
their pardon by the profeflion oflflam; and after 
an exile of feven years, the fugitive miffionary 
Was inthroned as the prince and prophet of his 
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r :tve country ,4 \ But the three hundred and cH.t P. 
fjx«> > l'»ls of- the Caaba were ignominioufiy l. 
broken ; the houfe of God was purified and 
adorned ; as an example to future times, the 
apoilli again fulfilled the duties of a pilgrim; and 
a perpetual law was enadfed that no unbeliever 
Humid dare to fet his foot on the territory of 
the holy city * 4 \ ' 

The conqueft of Mecca determined the faitli Conqueft of 
and obedience of the Arabian tribes who, 
according to the viciffitudes of fortune , had 61 » — * 3 ~> 
obeyed or difregarded the eloquence or the arms 
of the prophet. Indifference for rites and opinions 
ftill marks the character of the Bedoweens; and 
they might accept, as loofely as they hold , the 
dodrine of the Koran. Yet an obffinate remnant 
ftill adhered to the religion and liberty of their 
anceftors, and the war of Honain derived a pro- 
per appellation from the idols , whom Mahomet 
had vowed to deftrov, and whom the confedera- 
tes of Tayef had fworn to defend ,4 b Four 
thoufand pagans advanced with fecrecy and fpeed 
to furprife the conqueror; they pitied and de- 
fpifed the fupinc negligence of the Koreifh , but 
they depended on the wifhes, and perhaps the 
aid, of a people who had fo lately renounced 
their gods, and bowed beneath the yoke of their 
enemy. The banners of Medina and Mecca were 
difplayed by the prophet; a crowd of Bedoweens 
encreafed the flrength or numbers of the army, 
and twelve thoufand Mufulmans entertained a 
rafh and finful prefumption of their invincible, 

Vol. ix. _ M 
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g h a r. drength. They defeended without precaution 
L. into the valley of IlOnain: the heights had been 
Occupied by the archers and (lingers of the con- 
' federates; their numbers were opprelTed, their 
difcipline was confounded, their courage was ap- 
palled , and the Koreifli fmiled at their impending 
defhudion. The prophet, on his white mule, 
was encompalfed by the enemies; he attempted 
to rufh againlt their fpears in feareh of a glorious 
death:. ten of his faithful companions interpofed 
their weapons and their breads ; three of thefe 
fell dead at his feet : “ O my brethren , ” he re- 
peatedly cried with forrow and indignation, “ I 
“ am the fon of Abdallah , I am the apodlc of 
{£ truth! O man dand fad in the faith! O God 
t£ fend down thy fuccour! ” His uncle Abbas, 
who , like the heroes of Homer, excelled in 'the 
loudnefs of his voice, made the valley refound 
with the recital of the gifts and promifes of God: 
the flying Modems returned from all Tides to the 
holy dandard ; and Mahomet obferved with plea- 
fure , that the furna.ee was again rekindled: his 
candud and example redored the battle, and he 
animated his vidorious troops to inflid a mercilefs 
revenge on the authors of their fliame. From the 
field of Honain , he marched without delay t,o 
the ficge of Taycf, flxty miles to the fouth-eaft 
of Mecca, a fortrefs of drength, whofe fertile 
lands produce the fruits of Syria in the midd of 
the Arabian defeft. A friendly tribe, indruded 
(1 know not how) in tl:3 art of lieges, fupplied 
him with a train of battering rams and military 
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engines j with 3 body of five hundred artificers, c 
But it was in wain that he offered freedom to the 
flaves of Tayef; that he violated his own laws 
by the extirpation of the fruit-trees; that the 
ground was opened by the miners ; that the 
breach was aflaulted by the troops. After a fiege 
of twenty days, the prophet founded a retreat, 
but he retreated with a long of devout triumph, 
and affected to pray for the repentance and fafety 
of the unbelieving city. The fpoil of this fortu- 
nate expedition amounted to fixvthoufand capti, 
ves, twenty- four thoufand carp*ls, 'forty thoufand 
flieep, and four thoufand oupces of filver: a tribe 
who had fought at Honain, redeemed their pri- 
foners by the facrifice of their idols; but Maho- 
met compenfated the lofs, by refighing to the fol- 
diers his fifth of the plunder, and. wiflied for 
their fake , that he polfeffed as many head of 
cattle as there were trees in the province of Teha- 
ma. Inftead of chaflifing the disaffection of the 
Koreilh, he endeavoured to cut out their tongues 
(his own expreffion), and to fecure their attach- 
ment by a fuperior meafure of liberality : Abu 
Sophian alone was prefented with three hundred 
camels and twenty ounces of filver; and Mecca 
was finccrely converted to the profitable religion 
of the Koran. The fugitives and auxiliaries com- 
plained , that they who had borne the burthen 
were negletffed in the feafon of victory. “ Alas,” 
replied their artful leader, “ fuffer me to conci- 
“ liate thefe recent enemies, thefe doubtful pro-' 
f ‘ felytes , by/the gift of fome perifhable goods. 
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a To your guard I entruft my life and fortune.®. 
cc You are the companions of rny exile , of 
“ my kingdom, of my paradife. ” He was 
followed by the deputies of Tayef , who 
dreadted the repetition of a fiege. “ Grant us, 
« O apoHle of God! a truce of three years, with 
<l the toleration of our ancient worfliip.” <l Not 
“ a month, not an hour.” “ Excufe us at lealb 
* from the obligation of prayer.” cc Without 

prayer religion is of no avail.’’ They fubmitfed 
in filence ; their temples were demolifhed , and 
the fame fentcncc*©f deftruclion was executed on 
all the idols of Arabia. Ilis lieutenants, on the 
fl lores of the Fled Sea, the Ocean, and the- Gulf 
of Perfia, were fainted by the acclamations of a 
faithful people; and the ambafTadors who knelt 
before the throne of Medina , were as numerous 
(fays the Arabian proverb) as the dates that fail 
from. the maturity of a. palm-tree. The nation 
fubnu'tted to the God and the feeptre of Maho- 
met: the opprobrious name of tribute was abol- 
iflied : the fpontaneous or reluctant oblations of 
alms and tithes were applied to the Lrvice of 
religion : and one hundred and fourteen thoufand 
IVIoflems accompanied the la.lL pilgrimage of the 
apoltle '**. 

When Heraclius returned in triumph from the 
Pcrfian war, he entertained, at Bmcfa, one of 
tlie ambafladors of Mahomet , who invited the 
princes and nations of the earth to the profeffion 
of Iflam. On this foundation the zeal of the 
Arabians has 1 fuppofed the fecret converfion of 
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the GhriRian emperor : the vanity of the Greeks 
has feigned a pcrfonal vifit of the prince of 
Medina, who accepted from the royal bounty 
a rich domain , and a fecure retreat , in the 
province of Syria ,4 ‘. But the friendship of 
Heraclius and Mahomet was of Ihort continuance: 
the new religion had inflamed rather than a Ima- 
ged the rapacious fpirit of the Saracens; and the 
murder of an envoy afforded a decent pretence 
for invading, with three thoufand Soldiers, the 
territory of Paleftine , that extends to the 
eaftward of the Jordan. The holy banner was 
entruRed to Zeid; and fuch was the difeipline 
or enthufiafm of the riling feci, that the noblell 
chiefs ferved , without reludance , under the 
flave of the prophet. O11 the event of his deceafe, 
Jaafar.and Abdallah were fuccelfively fubRituted 
to the command ; and if the three fliould perifli 
in the war, the troops were authorifed to eled 
their general. The three leaders were flain in the 
battle of Muta ,4 ‘, the firR military adion which 
tried the valour of the Moflems againll a foreign 
enemy. Zeid fell, like a foldier, in the foremoR 
ranks: the 'death of Jaafar was heroic and 

memorable; he loR his right-hand ; he Ihiftcd the 
flandard to his left; the left was fevered from 
his body; he embraced the flandard with his 
bleeding Rumps , till he w*as transfixed to the 
ground with fifty honourable wounds. “ Ad- 
" yance , ” cried Abdallah , who Reppcd into 
the vacant place , “ advance with confidence ; 
Ct either vidory or paradife is our own. ” The 
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, lance of a Roman decided the alternative; but 

the falling ftandard was rcfcued by Caled , the 
profelyte of Mecca: nine fwords were broken 
in his h ad; and his valour witfidood .and re- 
pulfed the fnperior numbers of the Chriflians. 
In the nocturnal council of the camp he. was 
chofen to command : his fkilful evolutions of the 
enfuing day i'ecured either the victory or the 
retreat of the Saracens; and Caled is renowned 
among his brethren and his enemies by the 
glorious appellation of the Sword of God. In the 
pulpit , Mahomet d'eferibed , with prophetic 
rapture , the crown? of the bleffed martyrs; but 
in private he betrayed the feelings of human 
nature: he was furprifed. as he wept over the 
daughter of Zeid : “ What do I fee? ” laid the 
adonifhed votary. w You fee , ” . replied the 
apodle, “ a friend Svlio* is deploring the-lofs of 
<c his mod faithful friend. ” After the conqueft 
of Mecca the fovereign of Arabia affeded to 
prevent the hodile preparations- of Heraclius ; 
and folemnly proclaimed war againft the Romans, 
without attempting to difguife the hardfhips and 
dangers of the enterprife " 7 . The Moflcms were 
difeouraged: they alleged the want. of money, 
or herfes , or proviuons : the feafon of harveffc , 
and the intolerable heat of the fummer: C£ Hell 
<c is much hotter,” laid the indignant prophet. 
He difdained to compel their fcrvice; but on 
his return he admonifiied the mod guilty, by An 
k excommunication of fifty days. Their defertion 
enhanced the merit of Abubeker, Othman, and 
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the faithful companions who devoted their lives chap. 
and fortunes; and Mahomet difplayed his banner p. 
at the head of ten thousand horfe and twenty 
thoufand foot. Painful indeed was the didre-fs of 
the march : latitude and third: were aggravated 
by .the fcorching and pedijential winds of the 
tfcffert : ten men rode by turns on the fame 

camel; and they were reduced to the fljameful 
.neceffity of drinking the water from the belly pf 
that ufe'ful animal. In the mid-way, tei^cfays . 
journey from Medina, and Damafcus , they re- 
pofed neat' the grove and fountain of Tabuc. 

Beyond that place , Mahomet declined the pro- 
fecution of the war: be declared •himfelf'fatisried 
with the peaceful intentions, he was more pro- 
bably daunted by the martial array , of the 
emperor of the Eaft. But the a&ive and intrepid 
Caled fpread aroShd the terror of his name; and 
the prophet received the fubmiffion of the tribes 
and cities, from the Euphrates to Ailah? at the. 
head of the Red Sea. To his Chridian fubjedts, 
Mahomet readily granted the fecurity of their 
perfons, the freedom of their trade, the property 
of their goods, and the toleration of their wor- 
fhip 't*.’ The wcaknefs of their Arabian brethren 
had reftrained them from oppofing his ambition; 
the difciples of Jefus were endeared to the enemy 
of the Jews; and it was the intered of a (^on- 
queror to propofe a fair capitulation to the mod 
powerful religion of the earth. 

Till the age of fixty-three years, the drength Death «t’ 
of Mahomet was equal to the temporal and 
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t n a P. fpiritual fatigues of Lis million. His epileptic fits, 
.t.. an abfurd calumny of the Greeks, would be an 

A j object of pity rather than abhorrence but 

he ferioufly believed that be was poifohed at 
Ghaibar by the revenge of a Jewilh female Iso . 
During four years , the health of the prophet 
declined; his infirmities encreafed; but his mortal 
difeafe was a fever of fourteen days, which 
deprived him by intervals of the ufe of reafon. 
A*> 4'q^nv as he was confcious of his danger, he 
> edified his brethren by the humility of his virtue 
or penitence. “ If tliei'e be any man, ” faid the 
apoftle from the. pulpit, “whom I have unjuftly 
feo urged , I fubmit my own back to the Jafh 
" of retaliation. Have I afperfed the reputation 
“ of a Mufulman ? let him proclaim my faults in 
“ the face of the congregation. Has any one been 
“ defpoiled of hi's goods? the fktle that I poffcfs 
“ fhall compenfate the principalaud the intereft 
“ of the debt. ” “Yes, ” replied a voice from 
the crowd , “ I am entitled to three drams of 
• “ filver. ” Mahomet heard the complaint, fatis- 

fied the demand, and thanked his creditor for 
. accufmg him in this world rather than at the 
day of judgment. He beheld with temperate 
, . firmnefs the approach of death; enfranchifecf his 
fiaves ( feventeen men , as they are named , and 
eleven women ) ; minutely directed the order of 
. liis funeral,- and moderated the lamentations of 
his weeping friends, on whom he bellowed the 
benediction of peace. Till the third day before 
his death, he regularly performed the fundtion of 
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public prayer: the choice of Abubeker to fupplv c*h a p. 
his place appeared to mark that ancient and j,. 
faithful friend as his fucceffor in. the facerdotal 
and regp.i office; but he prudently declined 'the 
rifk and #n\ y of a more explicit nojnination. 

At a moment when his faculties were vifibly 
impaired, he called for pen and ink, to write, . 
or, more properly, to dictate, a divine book, 
the fum and accomplifhment of all his revela-? 
tions: a difpute arofe in tlie chamber, whether 
he fhould be allowed to fuperfede the authority 
of the Koran; and the prophet was forced to 
reprove the indecent vehemence of his difciples. 

If the flighted credit may be afforded to the 
traditions of his wives and companions , he 
maintained, in the bofom of his family, and to 
the la.lt moments of his’ life , the dignity of ail 
apoflle and the faith of an enthufiad ; deferibed 
the vifits of Gabriel, who bade an everlafting 
farewel to the earth , and exprefled his lively 
confidence, not only of the mercy, but of the 
favour , of the Supreme Being. In a familiar 
difeourfe he had mentioned his fpecial preroga- 
tive, that the angel of death was not allowed 
to take his foul till he had refpedtfully afked 
the permiffion of the prophet. The requefl was 
granted ; and Mahomet immediately fell into the 
agony of his diffoludon : his head was reclined 
on the lap of Ayefha, the beft beloved of aH 
his wives ; he fainted with the violence of pain-; 
recovering his dpirits , he raifed his eyes towards 
the roof of the houfc , and, with a fteady look, 
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c h a V. though a faultering voice, uttered the laft broken, 

L. though articulate, words: “ O God .!* par- 

“ don my fins...... Yes, ..... I come, 

“ among my fellow-citizens on high:” and thus 
peaceably expired on a parpet fpreatFupoh the 
floor. An expedition for the conqued of Syria 
was flopped by this mournful event: the army 
halted at the gates of Medina; the chiefs were 
alfembled round their dying mafler. The city , 
more efpecially the honfe, of the prophet was a 
fcene of clamorous forrow or blent defpair : 
fanaticifm alone could fugged a ray of hope and 
confolation. “ How can he be dead, our witnefs, 
“ our intcrcelTor, our mediator, with God? By 
“ God he is not dead ; like Mofes and Jefus he 
<c is wrapt in a holy trance, and fpeedily will he 
“ return to his faithful people. ” The evidence 
of fenfe was difregarded ; and Omar, unfheathing 
his fcymetar , threatened to drike off the heads 

, of the infidels, who fhould dare to affirm that 

the prophet was no more. The tumult was 
appeafed by the weight and moderation of Abu- 
beker. “ Is it Mahomet, ”, Hid he to Omar and 
the multitude , “ or the God of Mahomet, 

ct whom you worfhip? The God of Mahomet 
“ liveth for ever, but the apodle was a mortal 
<c like ourfelves , and according to his own 
<c prediction , he has experienced the common 
“ fate of mortality. ” He was pioufly interred 
by the hands of his neared kinfman , on the 
fame fpot on which he expired 1,1 ; Medina has 
fceen fancffiiied by the death and burial of Maho- 
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met ; and the innumerable pilgrims of Mecca chap. 
often- turn afide from the’ way, to bow, in l. 
voluntary devotion M *, before the fnnple tomb 
of the prophet 1!i '. 

At the conclufion of the life of Mahomet, it His c,| a* 
may perhaps be expefted , that I fhould balance™ tf ’ 
his faults and virtues , that I fhould decide 
whether the title -of enthufiafl or impoftor more 
properly belongs to that extraordinary man. Had 
I been intimately converfant with the fon of 
Abdallah, the tafk would Hill be difficult, and 
the fuccefs uncertain ; at the diftance of twelve 
centuries, I cfarkly contemplate his fhade through 
a cloud of religious incenfe ; .and could I truly 
delineate the portrait of an hour , the fleeting- 
refemblance would not equally apply to the So- 
litary of mount Hera, to the preacher of Mecca, 
and to the conqueror of Arabia. The author of 
a mighty revolutipn appears to have been en- ^ 
dowed with' a .p.ious and contemplative difpoft- 
tion : fo foon as marriage had raifed him above 
the prefiure of want, he avoided the paths of 
ambition and avarice; and till the age of forty, 
be lived with innocence , and would have died 
without a name. The unity of God is an idea 
moft congenial to nature and reafon; and a flight 
converfation with the Jews and Chriftians would* 
teach him to defpife and deteft the idolatry of 
Mecca. It was the duty of a man and a citizen 
to impart the do&rine of falvation, to refeue his 
country from the dominion of fin and error. The 
energy of a mind inceflantly bent on the fame' 
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a h a p. object, would convert a general obligation into 
l . a particular call ; the warm fuggcftions of tbc 
underltanding or the fancy, would be felt as the 
infpirations of heaven; the labour of thought 
would expire in rapture and vifiort; and the inward 
fenfation, the invifible monitor, would be deferib- 
td with the form and attributes of an angel of 
God ,5 \ From enthufiafm to impoflurc, the Hep 
is perilous and fiippcry : the diem on of Socra- 
tes 1$< affords a memorable inftance, how a wife 
man may deceive himfelf , how. a good man may 
deceive others, how the confcience may flumber 
in a mixed and middle Hate between felf-illufioti 
and voluntary fraud. Charity may believe that 
the original motives of fJahomet were thofe of 
pure and genuine benevolence ; but a human 
milfionary is incapable of cherifliing the obftinatc 
unbelievers who rejeft his claims , defpife his 
arguments , and perfeeute his life ; he might 
forgive his perfonal adverfaries*, he may lawfully 
hate the enemies of God , the flern paffions of 
pride and' revenge were kindled in the bofom 
of Mahomet, and he fighed , like the prophet of 
Niniveh , for the deflmftion of the rebels whom 
lie had condemned. The injul'tite of Mecca, and 
the choice of Medina, transformed the citizen 
, <into a prince , the humble preacher into the 
leader of armies; but his fword was confecrated 
by the example of the faints; and the fame God 
who tiff lifts a finful world with peflilence and 
earthquakes, might infpire for their c.onverfion 
or chaftifcment the valour of his fervants. In the 
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excrcife of political government, he W2S com- c 
pelled to abate of the Hern rigour of fanaiicifm, 
to comply in fome meafure with the prejudices 
and paflfions of his followers, and to employ even 
the vices of mankind as the inftrumcnts of their 
falvation. The life of fraud and perfidy, of cruelty 
and injultice, were often fubfervient to the pro- 
pagation of the faith ; and Mahomet commanded 
or approved the afi.ifiination of the Jews and ido- 
laters who had efcaped from the field of battle. 
By the repetition of fueh aCts, the character of 
Mahomet mtift have been gradually ftained; and 
the influence of fuch pernicious habits would be 
poorly compeufated by the. practice of the per- 
fonal and focial virtues which are necefiary to 
maintain the reputation of a prophet among his 
feclaries and friends. Of, his laft years, ambition 
was the ruling pallion ; and a politician will 
fufpeCt, that he fecretly fmiled (fhe victorious 
impoftor! ) at the enthufiafm of his youth and 
the credulity of his profelytes A philofopher 
will obferve, that their credulity and his fuccefs, 
would tend more ftrortgly to fortify the aflurance 
of liis divine minion , that his intcreft and religion 
were infcparably connected , and that his con- . 
fcience would be foothed by the perfuafion, that 
he alone was abfolved by the Deity from the 
obligation of pofitiv.e and moral laws. If he re- 
tained any veftige of his native innocence , the 
fins of Mahomet, may be allowed as an evidence 
of his fmcerity. In the fupport of truth, the arts 
of fraud and fiction may be deemed lefs criminal j 
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chap, and he would have darted at the foulnefs of the 
L. means, had he not been fatisfied of- the import- 
ance and judice of the end. Even in a conque- 
ror or a pried, 1 can furprife a word or action 
of unaffected humanity; and the decree of Maho- 
met, that, in the fale of captives, the mothers 
fhould never be feparated from their children, 
may fufpend or moderate the cenfure of the 
hidorian 

Private life ' The good fenfe of Mahomet defpifed the 
til Mtihomet. pomp of royalty : the apodle of God fubmitted 
tt> the menial offices of the' family: he kindled 
the fire, fwept the floor, milked the ewes, and 
mended with his own hands his fhoes and his 
woollen garment. Difdaining the penance and 
• merit of an hermit, he obferved without effort 
or vanity, the abdemious diet of an Arab and a 
foldicr. On folemn occafions he feaded his com- 
panions with rudic and hofpitable plenty; but 
, in his domedic life, many weeks .would elapfe 
without a fire being kindled on the hearth of 
the prophet. The interdiction of wine was con- 
firmed by his example; his hunger was appealed 
with a fparing allowance of barley-bread ; he de- 
lighted in the tade of milk and honey: but his 
ordinary food confided of dates and water. Per- 
fumes and women were the two fenfual enjoy- 
ments which his nature required and his religion 
did not forbid: and Mahomet affirmed, that the 
fervour of his devotion was encreafed by thefe 
innocent pleasures. The heat of the climate in- 
flames the blood of the Arabs; and their libidinous 
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complexion has been noticed by the writers of chap. 
antiquity ,s \ Their incontinence was regulated 1^ 
by the civil and religious laws of the Koran: 
their incefhious alliances were blamed * the 
boundlefs licence of polygamy was reduced to 
four legitimate wives or concubines ; their rights, 
both of bed and of dowry, were equitably de- 
termined; the freedom of divorce jvas difcour- 
aged , adultery was condemned as a capital of- * 
fence, and fornicatiop , in either fex, was pun. 
ilhed .with an hundred ftripes “\ Such were 
the calm and rational precepts of^-the legillator: 
but in his private condudl, Mahomet indulged . 
the appetites of a man, and abufed the claims 
of a prophet. A fpecial revelation difpenfed him 
from the laws which he had inipofed on his na- 
tion; the female fex, without referve, was aban- 
doned to his dcfires ; and this Angular prerogative 
excited the envy, rather than the fcandal, the 
veneration, rather than the envy, of the c/evout His wives, 
Mufulmans. If we remember the feven hundred 
wives and three hundred concubines of the wife So- 
lomon, we fhall applaud the modelfy of the Arabian 
who efpoufed no more than frventeen or fifteen 
wives ; eleven are enumerated who occupied at Me- 
dina their feparate apartments round the houfe of 
the apoftle, and enjoyed in their turns the favour 
of his conjugal fociety. What is fingntar enough, 
they were all widows, excepting only Ayelha, 
the daughter of Abubeker. ‘ She was doubtlefs a 
virgin , lince Mahomet confumma'ted his nuptials 
(fuch is the premature npenefs ot the climate) 
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P. when Hie was only nine years of acre. The youth, 
the beauty, the fpirit of Ayeflia, gave her a fu- 
perior afeendant: Hie was beloved and trufted by 
the prophet; and, after his death, the daughter 
of Abubeker was lonj^ revered as the mother of 
the faithful. Her behaviour had been ambiguous 
and iildifcreet: in a nocturnal march, file was ac- 
cidentally left behind; and in the morning Ayefiia 
returned to the camp with a man. The temper 
of Mahomet was inclined to jeuloufy ; but a di- 
vine revelation allured him of her innocence: he 
chaftifed her accufers , and publifhed a law of 
domeflic peace , that no woman fliculd be con- 
demned unlefs four male witnefles had feen her 
in the adt of adultery In his adventures with 
Zeineb, the wife of Zeid, and with Mary, an 
Egyptian captive, the amorous prophet forgot 
the interefl of his reputation. At the houfe of 
Zcid„his freedman and adopted fon , he beheld, 
in a loofe undrefs,- the beauty of Zeineb, and 
burft forth into an ejaculation of devotion and 
defire. The fervile, or grateful, freedman under- 
ftood the hint, and yielded without hefitation to 
the love of his benefadlor. But as the filial rela- 
tion had excited Tome doubt and fcaiidal, the 
angel Gabriel defeended from heaven to ratify 
the deed, to annul the adoption, and gently to 
reprove the apoftle for diftrufting the indulgence 
of his God. One of his wives, Hafna, the 
daughter of Omar , furprifed him on her o#n 
bed, in the embraces of his Egyptian captive: 
file promifed feprGcy and forgiyenefs : lie fwore 

that 
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that he would renonhce the poffeffion of Mary. chap. 
Both parties forgot their engagements , and Gabriel 1. 
again defcended with a chapter of the Koran , to 
abfolve him from his oath , and to exhort him 
freely to enjoy his captives and concubines, 
without liftemng to the clamours of his wives. 

In a folitary retreat of thirty days, he laboured, 
alone with Mary, to fulfil the commands of the 
angel. When his love and revenge were fatiated, 
he fummoncd to his prefence his eleven wives, 
reproached their difobcdience and indifcretion, 
and threatened them with a fentence of divorce, 
both in this world and in the next : a dreadful 
fentence, fince thofe who had afcended the bed 
of the prophet were for ever excluded from the 
hope of a fecond marriage. Perhaps the incon- 
tinence of Mahomet may be palliated by the 
tradition of his natural or preternatural gifts *** : 
be united the manly virtue of thirty of the chil- 
dren of Adam; and the apoflle might rival the 
thirteenth labour of the Grecian Hercules 
A more ferious and decent excufe may be drawn 
from his fidelity to Cadijah. During the twenty- 
four years of their marriage , her youthful 
hufband abftained from the right of polygamy, 
and the pride or tendernefs of the venerable 
matron was never infulted by the fociety of a 
rival. After her death, he placed her in the rank 
of the four perfect women , with the filter of 
Mofes, the mother of Jefus , and Fatima, the 
belt beloved of his daughters. “ Was fhc not 
“old?” faid Aycfha , with the infolence of a 
Vol. IX. vljl 
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blooming beauty; K has not God given you a 
“ better in her place?” “ No, by God,” faid 
Mahomet, with an effufion of honed gratitude, 
<l there never can be a better! She believed in 
“ me, when men defpifed me; fhe relieved my 
“ wants, when I was poor and perfecuted by 
a the world 

In the larged indulgence of polygamy, the 
founder of a religion and empire might afpire to 
multiply the chances of a numerous poderity 
and a lineal fucccffion. The hopes of Mahomet 
were fatally difappointed. The virgin Ayefha, 
and his ten widows of mature age and approved 
fertility, were barren in his potent embraces. 
The four fons of Cadijah died in their infancy. 
Mary, his Egyptian concubine, was endeared to 
him by the birth of Ibrahim. At-Mte end of 
fifteen months- the prophet wept over his grave, 
but he fudained with tirmnefs the raillery of his 
enemies, and checked the adulation or credulity 
of the Modems, by the afiu ranee that an eclipfe 
b£ the fun was not occafioncd by the death of 
the infant. Cadijah had likewife given him four 
daughters, who were married to the mod faith- 
ful of his difciples : the three elded died before 
their father; but Fatima, who poflelfed his con- 
fidence and love, became the wife of her coulm 
Ali, and the mother of an illudrious progeny. 
The merit and misfortunes of Ali and his de- 
fendants willlead me to anticipate, in this place, 
the feries of the Saracen caliphs, a title which 
deferibes the commanders of the faithful as the 
vicars and fucceflbjrs of the apoiile of God 
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The birth, the alliance, the character of Aii, 
which exalted him above the reft of his coun- 
trymen , might juftify his claim to the vacant 
throne of Arabia. The fon of Abu Taleb was, 
in his own right, the chief of the family of 
Haftiem, and the hereditary prince or guardian 
of the city and temple of Mecca. The light of 
prophecy was extindt; but the hufband of Fatima 
might expedt the inheritance and blefling of her 
father: the Arabs had fometimes been patient of 
a female reign; and the two grandfons of the 
prophet had often been fondled in hi?, lap, and 
Ihewn in his pulpit, as the hope of his age, and 
the chief of the youth of paradife. The firft of 
the true believers might afpire to march before 
them in this world and in the ne^t; and if fome 
were of a graver and more rigid chft, the zeal 
and virtue of Ali were .never outftripped bv any 
recent profeiyte. He united the qualifications of 
a poet, a foldier, and a faint: his wifdom ftill 
breathes in a collection of moral and religious 
htyings ,<7 ; and every antagonist, in the combats 
of the tongue or of the fword, was fnbducd by his 
eloquence and valour. From the firft hour of his 
million, tothelaft rites of his funeral, the apoftle 
was never forfaken by a generous fiicnd, whom he 
delighted to name his brother, his vicegerent, and 
the faithful Aaron of a fecOnd Mofes. The fon of 
Abu Taleb was afterwards reproached for neglect- 
ing to fecure his interel't by a iolemn declaration 
of his right, which would have fdenced all com-, 
petition, and healed his fticcelhon by the decrees 
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of heaven. But the unfufpe&ing hero confided 
in himfelf: the jealoufy of empire, and' perhaps 
the fear of oppolition , might l'ufpend the refolu- 
tions of Mahomet, and the bed of fickncfs was 
befieged by the artful Ayeflia, the daughter of 
Abubeker* and the enemy of Ali. 

The filence and death of the prophet reft’ored 
the liberty of the people ; and his companions 
Convened an affembly to deliberate on the choice' 
of his fucceffor. The hereditary claim and lofty 
fpirit of Ali, were offenfive to an ariftocracy of 
elders, defirous of bellowing and refuming the 
feeptre by a free and frequent election : the 

Koreilh could never be reconciled to the proud 
pre-eminence of the line of Hafiiem; the ancient 
difeord of the tribes was rekindled ; the fugitives 
of Mecca and the auxiliaries of Medina afierted 
their refpective merits, and the ralh propofal of 
chufing two independent caliphs would have 
crulhed in their infancy the religion and empire 
of the Saracens. The tumult was appealed by 
the difinterefled refolution of Omar, who, fud- 
denly renouncing his own pretenfions, flretched 
forth his hand,* and declared himfelf the firft 
fubjcCt of the mild and venerable Abubeker. 
The urgency of the moment, and tlje'acquief- 
cence of the people, might excufe this illegal 
and precipitate meafure; but Omar himfelf con- 
fefTed from the pulpit, that if any Mufulman 
fhould hereafter prefume to anticipate the fuflrage 
of his brethren , both the cledtor and the elected 
would be worthy of death After the fimpic 
inauguration of Abubeker, he was obeyed in 
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Medina, Mecca, and the provinces of Arabia; 
the Hafhemites alone declined .the* oath of tide* 
lity; and their chief, in his own lioufe , main- 
tained, above fix months, a fullen and independ- 
ent rel'erve; without liftening to the threats of 
Omar, who attempted to confume with fire the 
habitation of the daughter of the apoftle. The 
death of Fatima, and the decline of his party, 
fubdued the indignant fpirit of Ali: he conde- 
feended to falute the commander of the faithful, 
accepted his excufe of the necellity of preventing 
their common enemies, and wifely . rejected li is 
courteous offer of abdicating the government of 
the Arabians. After a reign of two years, the 
aged caliph was fummoned 'by the angel of 
death. In his teftament , with the tacit appro- 
bation of the companions, he bequeathed 
the feeptre to the firm arid intrepid virtue of 
Omar. “ I have no occafion,” faid the modeft 
candidate, “ for the place.” “ But the place has 
occafion for you,” replied Abubeker; who ex- 
pired with a fervent prayer, that the God of 
Mahomet would ratify his choice , and direct 
the Mufulmans in the way of concord and obe- 
dience. The prayer was not ineffedual, fince 
Ali himfelf, in a life of privacy and prayer, 
profeffed to revere the fuperior worth and dig- 
nity of his rival ; who comforted him for the 
lofs of empire , by the moft flattering marks of 
confidence and efteem. In the twelfth year of his 
reign, Omar received a mortal wound from the 
hand of an affaffin: he rejeded with equal impair- 
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tiality the names of his fon and of Ali, refufed 
to load his ctonfgience with the fins of his fuccef- 
for, and devolved on fix of the mod refpedtable 
companions, the arduous tafk of electing a com- 
mander of the faithful. On this occafion , Ali was 
again blamed by his friends for fubmitting his 
right to the judgment of men, for recognizing 
their jurifdidlion by accepting a place among the 
fix electors. He might have obtained their fuf- 
frage , had he deigned to promife a Arid; and 
fervile conformity, hot only to the Koran and 
tradition, but likewife to the determinations of 
two fcniors With thefc limitations, Othman, 
the fecretary of Mahomet, accepted the govern- 
ment; nor was it till after the third caliph, 
twenty -four years after the death of the prophet, 
that Ali was inverted, by the popular choice, with 
thsrh’egal and facerdotal oflice. The man hers 
of the Arabians retained their primitive fimpli- 
city,' and the fon of Abu Talcb defpifed the 
pomp and vanity of this world. At the hour 
of prayer, he repaired to the mofeh of Medina, 
clothed in a thin cotton gown , a coarfe turban 
on his head, his flippers in one hand, and his 
bow in the other, indead of a walking daff. 
The companions of the prophet and the chiefs of 
the tribes fainted their new fovereign, and gave 
him their right hands as a fign of fealty and 
allegiance. 

The mifehiefs that flow from the contefls of 
ambition are ufoally confined to the times and 
countries in which they have been agitated. 
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But the religious difcord of the friends and enc- chap, 
mies of Ali has been renewed in every age of i*. 
the Hegira, -and is dill maintained in the immor- 
tal hatred of the Perfians and Turks ,7 ‘. The 
former, who are branded with the appellation of 
Shiites or fcdaries, have enriched the Mahometan 
creed with a new article of faith ; and if 
Mahomet be the apoflle , his companion Ali is 
the vicar , of God. In their private converfe , in 
their public wor/hip, they bitterly execrate the 
three ufurpers who intercepted his indefeaftblc 
right to the dignity of Imahi and Caliph; and 
the name of Oniar exprelfes in their tongue the 
perfedf accomplishment of wickednefs and im- 
piety ,7 \ The Sonnites , who are Supported by 
the general confcnt and orthodox tradition of 
the Mufulmans, entertain a more impartial, or 
at lead a more decent opinion. They refped 
the memory of Abubeker , Omar, Othman, and 
Ali , the holy and legitimate fuccelfors of the 
prophet. But they adign the lad and mod 
humble place to the hufband of Fatima, in the 
perfuafion that the order of fuccelikm was de- 
termined by the degrees of fandlity ,7 \ An . 
liidorian who balances the four caliphs with a 
hand unfhaken by fuperdition , will calmly 
pronounce, that their, miners were alike pure 
and exemplary ; that their zeal was fervent, and 
probably fincere; and that in the midd of riches 
and power , their lives were devoted to the 
pratdice of moral and religious dudes. But the 
public virtues of Abnbekej and Omar , tbe 
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h.a p. prudence of the firft, the fcverity of the fecond, 
£. maintained the peace and pvofperity of their 
reigns. The feeble temper and declining age of 
Othman were incapable of luftaining the weight 
of eonqueft and empire. He chofe, and he was, 
deceived; he milled, and he was betrayed: the 
moll deferving of the faithful became aifelefs or 
hoftiie to his government, and his la villi bounty 
was produdlive only of ingratitude and difeon- 
tent. The fpirit of difeord went forth in the 
provinces, their deputies affembled at Medina, 
and the Charegites, the defperate fanatics who 
difclaimcd the yoke of fubordi nation and reafon, 
were confounded amonjr the free-born Arabs , 
who demanded the redrefs of their wrongs and 
the punilhment of their opprefiors. From Cufa, 
from BafTora, from Egypt, from the tribes of the 
defert , they rofe in arms, encamped about a 
league from Medina, and difpatched an haughty 
mandate to their fovereign , requiring him to 
execute juflice, or to defeend from the throne. 
His repentance began to difarm and difperfe the 
infurgents; but their fury was rekindled by the 
arts of his enemies ; and the forgery of a perfi- 
d ou fecretary was contrived to blall his reputa- 
tion and precipitate his fall. The caliph had loft’ 
the only guard of hTs predcceffors , the efteem 
and confidence of the Modems; during a fiege 
of fix weeks his water and provifions were inter- 
cepted , and the feeble gates of the palace were 
protected only by the fcruples of the more 
timorous rebels. Forfaken by thofe who had 
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nbnfcd his fimplicity, the helplefs and venerable chap. 
caliph expeded the approach of death : • the L. 
brother of Ayefha marched at the head of the 
alfalfins; and Othman , with the Koran in his Deaih of 
lap, was pierced with a multitude of wounds. 

A tumultuous anarchy of five days was appealed June 18. 
by the inauguration of Ali ; his refufal would 
have provoked a general maffacre. In this pain-* 
ful fituation he fupported the becoming pride 
of the chief of the Hafliemites ; declared that 
he had rather ferve than reign ; rebuked the 
prefumption of the ftrangers.; and required the 
formal, if not the voluntary, alfent of the chiefs 
of the nation. He has never been accufed of 
prompting the afTaffin of Omar; though Perfia 
indifcreetly celebrates the feftival of that holy 
martyr. The quarrel between Othman and his 
fubjeds was affuaged by the early mediation of 
Ali; and Halfan , the eldeft of his fons , was ■ 

infulted and wounded in the defence of the 
caliph. Yet it is doubtful whether the father of 
Halfan was ftrenuous and fincere in his oppofi- 
tion to the rebels ; and it is certain that he 
enjoyed' the benefit of their crime. The tempta- 
tion was indeed of fuch magnitude as might 
flagger and corrupt the mod obdurate virtue. 

The ambitious candidate no longer afpired to 
the barren fceptre of Arabia; the Saracens had 
been vidorious in the Eaft and Weft ; and the 



wealthy kingdoms of Perfia, Syria, and Egypt, 
were the patrimony of the commander of the 
faithful. * _ 
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Chat. A life of prayer and contemplation had not 
l. chilled the martial activity of Ali ; .but in a 

Eeicn of ah, mature age, alter a long experience of mankind, 
6j{— 66'. betrayed in his condud the rafhnefs and 

indiferetion of youth. In the firft days of his 
reign, he ncgleded' to fecure, either by gifts or 
fetters , the doubtful allegiance of Telha and 
. Zobeir, two of the moll powerful of the Arabian 
chiefs. They efcaped from Medina to Mecca, 
and from thence toBallora; ereded the ftandard 
of revolt; and ufurped the government of Irak , 
or Affyria, which they had vainly folicited as 
‘the reward of their fervices. The mafk of 
patriotifm is allowed to cover the molt glaring 
iiiconliftencics; and the enemies, perhaps the 
affallins, of Othman now demanded vengeance 
for his blood. They were accompanied in their 
flight by Ayefha , the widow of the prophet , 
who cherifhed, to the laft hour of her life, an 
implacable hatred againft the hulhand and the 
pollcrity of Fatima; The moft reafonablc Mof- 
lems were fcandalifed , that the morher of the 
faithful fhould expofe in a camp her perfon ;md 
charader; but the fuperftitious crowd was confi- 
dent that her pYcfencc would fanctify the jaftice, 
and allure the fuccefs , of their caufe. At the 
head of twenty thoufand of his loyal Arabs, 
and nine thoufand valiant auxiliaries of Cufa, 
the caliph encountered and defeated the fuperior 
numbers of the rebels under the walls of Baflbra. 
Their leaders, Telha add Zobeir, were flain in 
the firft battle that ftained with civil blood the 
. *% * 
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arms of the Moflems. After parting through the c n a p. 
ranks: to animate the troops, Ayefha had c ho fen l. 
her port amidft the dangers of the field. In the 
heat of the a&ion, feventy men, who held the 
bridle of her camel , were fucceffively killed or 
wounded; and the cage or litter in which fhe 
fat, was ftuck with javelins and darts like the 
quills of a porcupine. The venerable captive 
furtained with firmnefs the reproaches of the con- 
queror, and was fpeedily difmilfed to her proper 
ftation , at the tomb of Mahomet , with the 
refpetrt and tenderncfs that was ftill due to the 
widow of the apoftle. After this victory, which 
was ftvled the day of the Camel, Ali marched 
againft a more formidable adverfary ; againrt: 
Moawiyah, the fon of Abu Sopliian, who had 
affumed the title of caliph, and whofe claim was 
fupported by the forces of Syria, and the interefb 
of the houfe of Ommiyah. From the partage of 
Thapfacus, the plain of Siffin ”* extends along 
the weftcrn bank of the Euphrates. On this 
fpacious and level theatre ,' the two competitors 
waged a defultory war of one hundred and ten 
days. In the courfe of ninety actions or Ikirmifli- 
es, the Jofs of Ali was eftimated at twenty-five , 
that of Moawiyah at forty-five, thoufand fol- 
diers; and the lift of the flain was dignified 
■with the names of five and twenty veterans who 
had fought at Beder under the ftandard of , 
Mahomet. In this fanguinary contert, the lawful 
caliph difplayed a fuperior character of valour 
and humanity. His treops were flrictly enjoined 
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to await the firfl onfet of the enemy, to fparC 
their flying brethren, and to refpedl th^ bodies of 
the dead, and the chalfity of the female captives. 
He generoufly propofed to Live the blood of the 
JVIoflems by a fxngle combat; but his trembling 
rival declined the challenge as a fentence of 
inevitable death. The ranks of the Syrians were 
broken by the charge of a hero who was mounted 
on a pyebald horfe, and wielded with irreliftible 
force his ponderous and two-edged fword. As 
often as v he fmotc a rebel, he fhouted the Allah 
Acbar, “ God is victorious ; ” and in the tumult 
of a nocturnal battle , he was heard .to repeat 
four hundred times that tremendous exclamation. 
The prince of Damafcus already meditated his 
flight , but the certain v ictory was fnatched 
from the grafp of Ali by the difobedience and 
enthuflafm of his troops. Their confcience was 
awed by the folemn appeal to the books of the 
Koran which Moawiyah expofed on the foremoll; 
lances ; and Ali was compelled to yield to a 
difgraceful truce and an infidious compromife. 
He retreated with forrow and indignation to 
Cufa; his party was difcouraged ; the diftant 
provinces of Perfia, of Yemen, and of Egypt, 
were fubdued or fcduced by his crafty rival; 
and the llroke of fanaticifm which was aimed 
againft the three chiefs of the nation, was fatal 
only to the coufin of Mahomet. In the temple of 
Mecca, three Charegites or enthufiafls difcourfed 
of. the diforders of the church and Hate: they 
foon agreed, that the deaths of Ali, of Moa- 
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wiyah, and of his friend Amron, the viceroy of c H a p. 
Egypt , would reftore the peace and unity of l. 
religion. Each of the afiaffins chofe his victim , 
poifoned his dagger, devoted his life, and fecretly 
repaired to the fcene of action, d heir refolution 
was equally defperate, but the full miftook tlic 
perfon of Amrou, and [tabbed the deputy who 
occupied his feat* the prince of Damafcus was 
dangeroufly hurt by the fecond ; the lawful 
caliph, in the mofeh of'Cufa, received a mortal 
wound from the hand of the third. He expired 
in the fixty-third year of his age, and mercifully 
recommended to his children , that they would' 
difpatch the murderer by a tingle flroke. The 
fepulchrc of Alf. was concealed from the 
tyrants of the houfe of Ommiyah ,7> ; but in the 
fourth age. pf the Hegira, a tomb, a temple, a 
city, arole near the ruins of'Cufa 177 . Many 1 
thoufands of the Shiites repofe in holy ground- 
at the feet of the vicar of God; and the defert 
is vivified by the numerous and annual vifits of 
the Perfians. who elleem their devotion not lefs 
meritorious than the pilgrimage of Mecca. 

The perfecutors of Mahomet ufurped the in- Reiirn of 
beritance of his children; and the champions of * ,oaw u ah * 
idolatry became the fupreme heads of his religion ' 66i— «*o. 
and empire. The oppofition of Abu Sophian 
bad been fierce and obdinate ; his converfion 
was tardy and reluctant; his new faith was for- 
tified by necelfity and intered; he ferved , he 
fought , perhaps he believed; and the fins of the 
time of ignorance were expiated by the recent 
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merits of the family of Ommiyah. IYToawiyah, 
the fon of Abu Sophian , and of the cruel Hend.l, 
was dignified in his early youth with the office 
or title of fecretary of the propjict: the judgment 
of Omar entrufted him with the government of 
Syria ; and he adminiftered that important pro- 
vince above forty years either in a fubordinate 
or fuprcmb rank. Without renouncing the fame 
. of valour and liberality, he affected the reputa- 
tion of humanity and moderation: a grateful peo- 
ple was attached to their benefactor; and the 
victorious Modems were enriched with the fpoils 
of Cyprus and Rhodes. The facred duty of 
purfuing the aflaffins of Othman was the engine 
and pretence of his ambition. The bloody fiiirt 
• of the martyr was expofed in the mofeh of 
Damafeus: the emir deplored the ' fate of his in- 
jured kinfmad ; and lixty thoufand Syrians werb 
•engaged in his fervice by an oath of fidelity and 
revenge. Amrou, the conqueror of. Egypt, 
liimfelf an army, was the firft who faUitcd the 
new monarch, and divulged the dangerous 
fecret, that the Arabian caliphs might be created 
elfewhere' than in the city of the prophet ,7 ‘. The 
policy of Mpawiyah eluded the valour of his 
rival; and, after the death of Ali , he negociat- 
cd the abdication of his fon Halfan , whole mind 
was either above or below the government of 
the world, and who retired without a figh from 
the palace of Cufa to an humble cell near the 
tomb of his grandfather. The afpiring v wifiies of 
the caliph were finally crowned by the important 
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change of an elective to an hereditary kingdom, cnir. 
Some murmurs of freedom or fanaticifm attefted l. 
the reludtance of the Arabs, and four citizens of 
IVlediua lefufed the oath of fidelity; but the de- 
figns of Moawiyah were, conducted with vigour 
and addrefs; and his fon Yezid, a feeble and 
dilfointe youth, was proclaimed as the com- 
mander of the faithful and the luccefior of the 
apoftle of God. 

A familiar Rory is related of the benevolence Death of 

of one of the foils of Ali. I11 fcrvine at tabic, a • 

Rave had inadvertently dropt a dilh of fcalding oaobet 10. 
broth on his mailer: the heed ids wretch fell 

proftrate , , to deprecate his punishment, and re- 
peated a verfe of the Koran : “ Paradil’e is for 
“ thofe who command their anger:”. — “I am 
C£ not angry:” — “and for thofe who pardon 
“ olfences:” — “I pardon your offence:” — . 

<c and for thoTe who return good for evil:” — 

lc I give' you your liberty, and four hundred 
“ pieces ■ of filver. ” With an equal ilieafure of 
piety, Hofein, the younger brother of Halfan , 
inherited a remnant of his father’s fpirit, and 
ferved with honour againft the Chriftiaus in the 
Rege of ConRantinople. The primogeniture of 
the line of Halhem, and the holy character of 
grandfon of the apoftle , had centered in his 
perfon, and he was at liberty to profeepte his 
claim againft Yezid the tyrant of Damafcus, 
whofe vices he defpifed, and whole title he 
had never deigned to acknowledge. A lift was 
fecretly tranlmitted from Cufa to Medina, of 
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C h a p. one hundred and forty tboufand Moflems , who 
L> pro felled their attachment to his caufe , and who 
were eager to draw their fwords fo Toon as he 
fhonld appear on the banks of the Euphrates. 
Againft the advice of his wifeft friends, he re* 
fulved to trull his perfon and family in the hands 
of a perfidious people. He traverfed the defert 
of Arabia with a timorous retinue of women and 
children; but as he approached the confines of 
Irak, he wds alarmed by the folitary or holtile * 
face of the country, and fufpeded either the 
defedion or ruin of his party. His fears were 
juft; Obeidollah, the governor of Cufa, had 
extinguilhed the firll fparks of an infurredion; 
and Hofein, in the plain of Kerbela, was encom- 
paffed by. a body of five thoufand horfe, who 
intercepted his communication with the city and 
the river. He might Hill have efcaped to a for- 
trefs in the defert, that had defied the power of 
C&far and Chofroes , and confided in the fidelity 
of the tribe of Tai , which w r ould have armed 
' ten thoufand warriors in his defence. In a con- 
ference with the chief of the enemy, he propof- 
ed the option of three honourable conditions : 
that he fhould be allowed to return to Medina, 
or be Rationed in a frontier garrifon againft the ' 
T\irks, or fafely conduded to the prefence of 
Yezid. But the commands of the caliph , or 
his lieutenant, were Hern and abfolute; and 
Hofein was informed that he mull either fubmit 
as a captive and a criminal to the commander of 
the faithful, or expect the confequences of his 

rebellion. 
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rebellion. “ Do you think replied he , “to c 11 a p. 
“ terrify me with death?” And, ditring the 1. 
fhort * refpite of a night , lie prepared with 
calm and folemn refignation to encounter his 
fate. He checked the lamentations of his filler 
Fatima, who deplored the impending ruin of his 
houfe. “Our trull,” faid Hofein, “is in God. 

“ alone. 'All things, both in heaven and earth, 
tc mull perilh and return to their Creator. My bro- 
“ ther, my father, my mother, were better than 
“ me ; and every Mufulman has an example in 
“ the prophet.” He preffed his friends to con. 
fult their fafety by a timely flight: they unani- 
moufly refufed to defert or furvive their beloved 
mailer ; and their courage was fortified by a fer- 
vent prayer and the aflurance of paradife. On 
the morning of the fatal day, he mounted on 
horfeback, with his fword in one hand and the 
Koran in the other: his generous band of mar- 
tyrs confilled only of thirty -two horfe and forty 
foot; but their flanks and rear were fecured by 
the tent-ropes, and by a deep trench which 
he had filled .with lighted faggots , accord- 
ing to the practice of the Arabs.- The enemy 
advanced with reluctance; .and one of their 
chiefs deferted , with thirty followers , to claim 
the partnerlhip of inevitable death. In every 
clofe onfet, or Angle combat, the defpair of 
the Fatimites was invincible ; but the furrounding 
multitudes galled them from a dillance with a 
cloud of arrows, and the liorfes.and men were 
fuccelfivcly flain: a truct was allowed on both 
Vol. IX. O 
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{ides for the hour prayer; and the battle *at 
length expired by the death of the laft of the 
companions of Hofein. Alone , • weary , and 
wounded, he feated himfelf at the door of his 
tent. As he tailed a drop of water, he was 
pierced in the mouth with a dart: and his foil 
and nephew, two beautiful youths, were killed 
in his arms. He: lifted his hands to heaven, they 
were full of blood, and he uttered a funeral 
prayer for the living and the dead. In a tranfport 
of defpair his fifler iffued from the tent, and ad- 
jured the general of the Cubans, that he would 
not fuffer Hofein to be' murdered beiore his eyes: 
a tear trickled down his venerable beard; and 
the boldeft of his foldiers fell back on every fide 
as the dying hero threw himfelf among them. 
The remorfelefs Shamer, a name deteded by the 
faithful , reproached their cowardice ; and the 
grandfon of Mahomet was fl^in with three and 
thirty ftrokes of lances. and fwonds. After they 
had trampled on his body, they carried his head 
to the callle of Cufa , and the inhuman ObeU 
doliah flruck him on the mouth with a cane; 
“ Alas!” exclaimed an aged Mufulman, “on 
“ thefe lips have I feen the lips of the apoftle 
K of God!’’ In a diftant age and climate the 
tragic feene of the death of Hofein will awaken 
the fympathy of the coldeft reader I7 *. On the 
annual feftival of his martyrdom , in the devout 
pilgrimage to his fepulchre, his Perfian votaries 
abandon their fouls to the religious frenzy of for- 
row and indignation - 
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When the fitters and children of Ali were chap. 
brought in chains to the throne of Damafcus, l.* 
the caliph was advifed to extirpate the enmity Polity ° r 
of a popular and hoftile race, whom he had in- anJ A i ; 
jured beyond the liope of reconciliation. But 
Yezid preferred the counfels of mercy; and the 
mourning family was honourably difmkfled to 
mingle their tears with their kindred at Medina* 

The glory of martyrdom fuperfeded the right of 
primogeniture; and the twelve imams or • 
pontiffs , of the Perfian creed are Ali, Haflan, 

Hofein , and the lineal defcendants of Hofein to 
the ninth generation. Without arms, or treafu- 
res, or fubjeds, they fucceffively enjoyed the 
veneration of the people, and provoked the jea- 
joufy of the reigning caliphs : their tombs at Mecca 
or Medina, on the banks of the Euphrates, or in 
the province of Chorafan, are Bill vifited by the 
devotion of their fed- Their names were often 
the pretence of fedition and civil war; but thefe 
royal faints defpifed the pomp of the world,, 
fubmitted to the will of God and the injuftice 
of man, and devoted their innocent lives to the 
ftudy and pradice of religion. The twelfth and 
laft of the Imams , confpicuous by the title of 
Mahadi , or the Guide, furpalfed the folitude and 
fandity of his predeceffors. He concealed him- 
felf in a cavern near Bagdad; the time and place # 
of his death are unknown ; and his votaries 
pretend, that he ftill lives, and will appear be- 
fore the day of judgment to overthrow, the 
tyranny of Dejal, or the Antichrift In the 

O % 
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hap. lapfc of two or three centuries the pofterity of 

i. Abbas, the uncle of Mahomet, had multiplied 
to the number of thirty-three thoul'and the 
race of Ali might be equally prolific; the meaneft 
' individual was above the firfl and greateft of 
princes ; and the molt eminent were fuppofed to 
excel the perfection of angels. But their adverfe 
fortune, and the wide extent of the Mufulman 
empire, allowed an ample fcope for every bold 
and artful impoflor,,. who claimed affinity with' 
the holy feed t the feeptre of the Almohades in 
Spain and Afric, of the Fatimites in Egypt and 
Svria of the Sultans of Yemen, and of the 
Sophis of Periia has been confecrated by this 
vague and ambiguous title. Under their reigns 
it might be dangerous to difputc the legitimacy 
of their birth ; and one of the Fatimite ^caliphs 
filenced an indifereet queftion , by drawing his 
feymetar: “ This,” faidMoez, “is my pedigree; 

“ and thefe,” calling an handful of gold .to his 
foldiers, “ and thefe are my kindred and my 
“ children.” In the various conditions of princes, 
or do&ors, or nobles, or merchants, or beggars, 
a fwarm of the genuine or fictitious defendants 
of Mahomet and Ali is honoured with the ap- 
pellation of ffieiks, or fherifs, or emirs. In the 
Ottoman empire , they are diltinguilhcd by a - 
• green turban, receive a Itipend from the treafury, 
are judged only by their chief, and , however 
debafed by fortune or character, ftiil affert the 
proud pre-eminence of their birth. A family of 
three hundred perfons , the pure and orthodox 
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branch of the caliph IlafTan, is preferred without chap. 
•taint or fufpicion in the holy cities of Mecca and 
Medina, and Hill retains, after the revolutions 
of twelve centuries, the cuflody of the temple 
and the fovereignty of their native land. The 
fame and merit of Mahomet would ennoble a 
plebeian race * and the ancient blood of the 
Koreifli tranfeends the recent majefty of the kings 
of the earth ***. 

The talents of Mahomet are entitled to our suecefc or 
applau'fe , but his fuccefs has perhaps too ftrongly M:llloraet • 
attracted our admiration. Are we furprifed that 
a multitude of profelytes fhould embrace the doc- • 
trine and the paflions of an eloquent fanatic? In 
the herefies of the church , the fame feduCtion 
has been tried and repeated from the time of the 
apollles to that of the reformers. Does it feem 
incredible that a private citizen flioul^ grafp the 
fword and the feeptre, fubdue his native country, 
and erect a monarchy by his victorious arms? In 
the moving picture of the dynafties of the Eaft, 
an hundred fortunate ufurpers have arifen from 
a bafer origin , furraounted more formidable ob- , • , 
Itacles, and filled a Targer fcope of empire and 
conqueft. Mahomet was alike inftruCted to preach 
a-nd to fight , and the union of thefe oppofite 
qualities, while it enhanced his merit, contribut- 
ed to his fucccfs: the operation of force and per- 
fuafion, of enthufiafm. and fear, continually aCted 
on each other, till every barrier yielded to their 
irrefiftible power. His voice invited the Arabs 
to freedom and victory, to arms and rapine, to 
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the indulgence of their darling paflions in this 
world and the other; the reflraints which he* 
impofed were requifite to eftablifh the credit of 
the prophet , and to exercife the obedience of the 
people; and the only objection to his fuccefs, was 
his rational creed of the unity and perfections of 
God. It is not the propagation but the permanency 
of his religion that deferves our wonder : the 
fame pure and perfeeft imprellion which he en- 
graved at Mecca and Medina, is preferved, after 
the revolutions of twelve centuries , by the In- 
dian, the African, and the Turkifh profelytes of 
the Koran. If the Chriftian apoftlcs , St. Peter 
or St. Paul, could return to the Vatican, they 
might poflibly enquire the name of the Deity who 
is worfhipped with fuch myfterious rites in that 
magnificent temple: at Oxford or Geneva, they 
would experience lefs furprife ; but it might bill 
be incumbent on them to perufe the catechifm 
of the church , and to ftudy the orthodox com- 
mentators on their own writings and the words 
of their matter. But the Turkifh dome of St. 
Sophia, with an encreafe # of fplendor and fize, 
reprefents the humble tabernacle ereded at Me- 
dina by the hands of Mahomet. The Mahometans 
have uniformly withftood the temptation of re- 
ducing the objed of their faith and devotion to 
a level with the fenfes and imagination of man. 
“ I believe . in one' God , and Mahomet the 
<c apoftle of God ,” is the fimple and invariable 
profellion of Iflam. The intelledual image of the 
Deity has never been degraded by any vifible 
idol ; the honours of the prophet have never 
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tranfgreffed the meafure of human virtue ; and c n a i*. 
his living precepts have reftrained the gratitude L. 
of his difciples within the bounds of reafon and 
religion. The votaries of Ali have indeed con- 
•fecrated the memory of their hero, his wife, and 
his children , and fome of the Perfian doctors 
pretend that the divine effence was incarnate in* 
the perfon of the Imams; but their fuperftition is 
univerlally condemned by theSorinites; and their 
impiety has afforded a feafonable warning againft 
the worfhip of faints and martyrs. The metaphy- 
fical queflions on the attributes of God, and the 
liberty of man, have been agitated in the fchools 
of tha Mahometans, as well as in-thofe of the 
Chriftians ; but among the former' they have 
never engaged the patlions of the people or dif- 
turbed the tranquillity' of the ftate. /The caufe 
of tlfts important difference may be found in the 
reparation or union of the regal and facerdotal 
characters. It was the intereft of the caliphs, the 
fucceffors of the prophet and commanders of the 
faithful, to reprefs and difeourage all religious 
innovations: the order, the temporal and fpiri- 
tual ambition of the clergy, are unknown to the 
Modems; and the fages of the law are the guides 
of their confcience and the oracles of their faith. 

From the Atlantic to the Ganges , the Koran is 
acknowledged as the fundamental code, not only 
of theology but of civil and criminal jurifpru- 
dence: and the laws which regulate the adlions 
and the property of mankind , are guarded by 
the infallible and immutable fandtion of the will 

O4. 
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of God. This religious fervitude is attended with 
fome practical difadvantage ; the illiterate legifla- 
tor had been often miflcd by his own prejudices 
and thofe of his country; and the inftitutions of 
the Arabian defert may be ill -adapted to the* 
wealth and number^ of Ifpahan and Conftanti- 
nople. On thefe occafions , the Cadhi refpeclfully 
places on his head the holy volume, and fublti- 
tutes a dextrous interpretation mdVe appofite to 
the principles of equity, and the manners and 
policy of the times. 

His beneficial or pernicious influence on ths 
public happinefs is the laft conflderation in the 
character of Mahomet. The molt bitter qr molt 
bigotted of his Chriftian or Jewilh foes , will 
furely allow that he aflumed a falfe commillion 
to inculcate a falutar^ doctrine, lefs perfect only 
than their own. He pioufly fuppofed , as the 
b.tfis of his religion , the truth and fan&ity of 
their prior revelations , the virtues and miracles 
of their founders. The idols of Arabia were 
broken before the throne of God; the blood of 
human victims was expiated by prayer , and 
fafting, and alms, the laudable or 'innocent arts 
of devotion; and his rewards and punilhments 
of a future life were painted by the images molt 
congenial to an ignorant and carnal generation. 
iVlahomet was perhaps incapable of dictating a/ 
moral and political fyfteny for the life of his 
countrymen: but he breathed among the faithful 
a fpirit of charity and friendfliip, recommended 
the practice of the focial virtues’, and checked, 
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by his laws and precepts, the third of revenue c 11 A t. 
and the opprelfiort of widows and orphans. The 1. 
hoftile tribes were united id faith and obedience 
and the valour which ‘had been idly fpent in . 
domeftic quajrrels, was vigoroufly direded againft 
a foreign enemy* Had the impulfe been lefs 
powerful, Arabia, free at home, and formidable 
abroad, might have flourifhed under a fucceflion <1 

of her native monarch?. Her fovereignty was 
loft by the extent and rapidity of conqueft. The 
colonies of the nation were fcattered over the 
Eaft and Weft , and their blood was mingled 
with the blood of their converts and captives. 

After the reign of three caliphs, the throne was 
tranfported from Medina to the valley of Da- 
mafeus and ^he banks of the Tigris; the holy 
cities were violated by impious war; Arabia was 
ruled by the rod of a fubjed , perhaps of a 
ftranger ; and the Bedoweens of the defertj 
• awakening from their dream of dominion , re- 
fumed their old and folitary independence ” 7 . 
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CHAP: LI. 

• • 

c ” ' 

• 

The Conqueji of. Perjia , Syria , Egypt , Africa , and 
Spain , by the Arabr or Saracens. — Empire of the 
Caliphs, or SucceJJors of Mahomet. — State of the 
. Chrijiians , &c. under their Government. 

The revolution of Arabia bad not changed 
the character of the Arabs : the death of 

Mahomet was the fignal of independence; and 
the hafty ftrudture of his power and religion 
tottered to its foundations. A fmall and faithful 
band of his primitive difciples had liltened to his 
eloquence, and (hared his diflrefs; had fled with 
the apoftle from the perfecution of Mecca, or 
had received the fugitive in the walls of Medina. • 
The encreafxng myriads , who acknowledged 
Mahomet as their king and prophet, had been 
compelled by his arms, or allured by his pro- 
fperity. The polytheifts were confounded by the 
fimpie idea of a folitary and invifible God : the 
pride of the Chriftians and Jews difdaincd the 
yoke of a mortal and contemporary legiflator. 
Their habits of faith and difobedience were not 
fufficiently . confirmed ; and many of the new 
converts regretted the venerable antiquity of the 
Jaw of Mofes, or the rites and myfteries of the 
Catholic church, or the idols, the facrifices, the „ 
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joyous feftivals, of their Pagan anceflors. The 
jarring’ interefts and hereditary feuds of the 
Arabian tribes had not yet coalefced in a fyftera 
of union and fubordination; and the Barbarians 
were impatient of the mildeft and moO: falutary 
Jaws that curbed their paflions , or violated their 
cuftoms. They fubmitted with reludlance to the 
religious precepts of the Koran, the abftinence 
from wine, thp fad of the Ramadan , an’d the 
daily repetition ^>f %re prayers; and the alms 
and titles, which were collected for the treafury 
of Medina, could be diftinguifhed only by a 
name from the payment of a perpetual and 
ignominious tribute. The example of Mahomet 
had excited afpirit offanaticifm or impofture, and 
feveral of his rivals prefumed to imitate the con- 
duct and defy the authority of the living prophet. 
At the head of the fugitives and auxiliaries , the 
firft caliph was reduced to the cities of Mecca, 
Medina, and Tayef; and perhaps" the.Koreifh 
would have reftored the idols of the Caaba , if 
their levity had not been checked by a feafonabie 
reproof. “ Ye men of Mecca, will ye be the laft 
“ to embrace and the firft to abandon the religion 
“ of Iflam ? ” After exhorting the Moflems t,o 
confide in the aid of God and his apoftle, 
Abubcker rcfolved , by a vigorous attack , to 
prevent the juntftion of the rebels. The women 
and children were fafely lodged in the cavities 
of the mountains: the warrjors, marching; under 
eleven banners, diffufed the terror of their arms; 
and the appearance of a military force revived 
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HAP. and confirmed the loyalty of the faithful. The 
J.I. incondant tribes accepted, with humble Repent- 
ance, the duties of prayer, and fading, and 
alms; and, after fome examples of fuccefs and 
feverity , the mod daring apodates fell prodrate 
before the fword of the Lord and of Caled. In 
the fertile province of Yemanah 1 , between the 
Red Sea and the Gulph of Perfii , in a city not 
inferior to Medina itfelf, a powerful chief, his 
name was Mofeilama, had^ffuThed the character 
of a prophet, and the tribe of Hanifa lidened to 
his voice. A female propbetefs was attracted by 
, , his reputation: the decencies of words and actions 
were fpurned bv thefe favourites of heaven 1 ; 

, and they employed fcveral days in mydic and 
amorous converfe. An obfeure fentence of his 
Koran, or book, is yet extant and, in the 
✓ pride of his million, Mofeilama condefcended to 
offer a partition of the earth. The propofal was 
anfwered by Mahomet with contempt; but the 
rapid progrefs of the impodor awakened the 
fears of his fucceffor: forty thoufand Mofiems 
were affembled under the dandard of Caled; and 
the exidence of their faith was refig.ned to the 
event of a decifive battle. In the fird action , 
they were repulfed with the lofs of twelve 
hundred men; but the fkill and perfeverance of 
their general prevailed : their defeat was avenged * 
by the daughter of ten thoufand infidels; and 
Mofeilama himfelf was pierced by an Ethiopian 
flave with the fame javelin which had mortally 
wounded the uncle of Mahomet. The various 
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rebels of Arabia', without a chief or a caufe,.CHAP. 
were fpeedily fuppreffed by the power and difci- u. 
plinc of the riling monarchy; and the whole 
nation again proiefied , and more fledfaftly held, 
the religion of the Koran. The ambition of the 
caliphs provided an immediate exercife for the 
refilefs fpirit of the Saracens: their valour was 
united in the profecution of an holy war; and 
their enthufiafm was equally confirmed by oppo- 
fition and victory. 

From the rapid conquefts of the Saracens a c hara; '" °f 
preemption will naturally arife, that the firfb thevr cal, P hs - 
caliphs commanded in perfon the armies of the 
faithful , and fought the crown of martyrdom in 
the foremofl ranks of the battle. The courage of 
Abubeker + , Omar ’, ahd Othman *, had indeed 
been tried in the perfecution and wars of the 
prophet; and t.he perfonal aflurance" of paradife 
mull have taught them to defpife the plcafures 
and dangers of the prefent world. But they 
afeended the throne in a venerable or mature 
age, and eftcemed the domeftic cares of religion 
and juftice the rnoft important duties of a fover- 
eign. Except the prefence of Omar at the liege 
of Jerufalem, their longeft expeditions were the 
frequent pilgrimage from Medina to Mecca; and 
they calmly received the tidings of victory as 
they prayed or preached before the fepulchre of 
the prophet. The auftere and frugal meafure of 
theii lives was the effect of virtue or habit, and 
the pride of their fimplicity infulted the vain 
magnificence of the kings of the. earth. When 
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c h a Pi . Ab’ubeker aflumed the office of caliph, he en- 
U. joined his daughter Ayelha to take a ftrict 
, account of his - private patrimony, that it might 
be evident whether he were enriched or impo* 
verilhed by the fervice of the ftate. He thought 
himfelf entitled to a ftipend of three pieces of 
' gold, with the fufficient ihaintenance of a fingle 
camel and a black flave; but on the Friday of 
each week, he diftributed the refidue of his own 
and the public money, firft to the naoll worthy, 
and then to the molt indigent, of. the Modems. 
The remains of his wealth, a coarfe garment, and 
five pieces of gold, were delivered to his l'uccef- 
for, who lamented with a modeft figh his own 
inability to equal fuch an admirable model. Yet 
the abd-inencc and humility of Omitr were not 
inferior to the virtues of Abubdker ; his food 
con lifted of barley-bread or dates; his drink was 
water; he preached in a gown that was torn or 
tattered in twelve places ; and a Perfian fatrap 
who paid his homage to the conqueror, found 
him afleep among the beggars on the fteps of 
the mofch of Medina. Oeconomy is the fource 
of liberality, and the encreafe of the revenue 
enabled. Omar to eftablilh a juft and perpetual 
reward for the paft and prefen t Tei vices of the 
faithful. Carelefs of his own emolument , he 
affigned to Abbas , the uncle of the prophet , 
the firft and molt ample allowance of twenty- 
five thoufand drams or pieces of filver. Five 
thoufand were allotted to each of the aged 
warriors, the relics of the field of Beder, and 
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the laft and meaneft of the companions of 
Mahomet was diftinguifhed by the annual reward 
of three thoufand pieces. One thoufand was the 
ftipend of the veterans who had fought in the 
firft battles againft the Greeks and Perfians , and 
the decreafitig pay , as low as fifty pieces of 
filver, was adapted to the refpedive merit and 
feniority of the foldiers of Omar. Under his reign, 
and that of his predeceffor, the conquerors of 
the Eaft, were the trufty fervants of God and 
the people: „the mafs of the public treafure was 
confecrated to the expences of peace and war; 
•a prudent mixture of juftice and bounty , main- 
tained the difcipline of the Saracens , and they 
united, by a rare felicity, the difpatch and execu- 
tion of defpotifm , with the equal and frugal 
maxims of a republican government. The heroic 
courage of Ali 7 , the* confummate prudence of 
Moawiyah *, excited the emulation of their fub- 
jeds; and the talents which had been exercifed 
in the fchool of civil difcord, were more ufefully 
applied to propagate the faith and dominion of 
the prophet. In the floth and vanity of the 
palace of Damafcus, the fucceeding princes of 
the houfe of Ommiyah were alike deftitute of 
the qualifications of ftatefmen and of faints \ 
Yet the fpoils of unknown nations were con- 
tinually laid at the foot of their throne, and 
the uniform afcent of the Arabian greatnefs muft 
be afcribed to the fpirit of the nation rather thaii 
the abilities of their chiefs. A large dedudion 
muft be allowed for the weaknefs of their 
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chap, enemies. The birth of Mahomet %vas fortunately 
Li. placed in the moft degenerate and diforderly 
period of the Perfians, the Romans, and the Bar- 
barians of Europe: the empires of Trajan, cr 
even of Con flan tine or Charlemagne , would 
have repelled the alTault of the naked Saracens , 
and the torrent of fanaticifm might have been 
obfcurely loft in the finds of Arabia. 

Their con. In the vidorious days of the Roman republic, 

nicfts. k a( j been the aim of the fenate to confine their 

counfels and legions to a fingle war , and 
completely to fnpprefs a firft enemy before they 
provoked the hoftilities of a fecond. Thcfe timid 
maxims of policy were difdained by the magna- 
nimity or enthuliafm of the Arabian caliphs. 
With the fame vigour and l'uccefs they invaded 
the fucceflors of Auguftus and thofe of Artaxer- 
xes; and the rival monarchies at the fame inftant 
became the prey of an enemy whom they had been 
fo long accuftomed to defpiie. In the ten years of 
• the adminiftration of Omar, the Saracens reduced 

to his obedience thirty-fix thoufand cities or caft- 
les, deftroyed four thbufaud •churches or temples 
of the unbelievers , and edified fourteen hundred 
mofehs for the exercife of the religion of Maho- 
met. One hundred years after his flight fiom 
Mecca, the arms and the reign of his fuccelfors 
extended from India to the Atlantic Ocean, 
over the various and diftant provinces , which 
mav be comprifed under the names of, I. Pcrfia; 
II. Syria; III. Egypt; IV. Africa; and, V. Spain. 
Under this general divifion, 1 Ih all proceed to 

unfold 
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unfold thcfe memorable tranfadfions ; dilpatching chap, 
with brevity the remote and lefs interefting con- Li. 
quefts of the Faff, and referving a fuller narrative 
for thofe domeflic countries , which had been 
included within the pale of the Roman empire. 

Yet I muft jexcufe my own dcfedls by a juft 
complaint of the blindnefs and itifufficiency of 
my guides. The Greeks, fo loquacious in con- 
troverfy , have not been gnxious to celebrate the 
triumphs of their enemies ■*. After a century of 
ignorance, the fi rft annals of the Mufulmans 
were collected in a great meafure from the voice 
of tradition Among the numerous productions 
of Arabic and Perfian literature 14 , our inter- 
preters have feledted the imperfedl (ketches of a 
more recent age *\ 1 he art and genius of hiftory 
have ever been unknown to the Afiatics 14 ; they 
are ignorant of the laws of criticifm ; and our 
monkilh chronicles of the fame period may be 
compared to their moft popular works , which 
are never vivified by the fpirit of philofophy 
and freedom. The Oriental library of a French- 
man “ would inftrudt the moft learned mufti of 
the Eaft; and perhaps the Arabs might not find 
in a fingle hiftorian, fo clear and comprehenfive 
a narrative of their own exploits, as that which 
will be deduced in the enfuing fheets. 

I. In the'firft year of the firft caliph, his lieu- invaCnn at 
tenant Caled, the fword of God, and the fcourge l crliu » 
of the infidels, advanced to the banks of the ' ’ 

Euphrates, and reduced the cities of Anbar and • 

Flira. W eftward of the ruins of Babylon , a 
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p. tribe of fedentary Arabs had fixed tliemfelves 
on the verge of the defcrt; and Hira was the 
feat of a race of kings who had embraced the 
Chriftian religion, and reigned above fix hundred 
years under the fliadow of the throne of Perfia 
The laft of the Mondars was defeated and fiain 
by Caled; his fon was fent a captive to Medina; 
his nobles bowed before the fuccelfor of the 
prophet; the people was tempted by the exam- 
ple and fucccfs of their countrymen; and the 
caliph accepted as the firft fruits of foreign 
conqueft, an annual tribute of feventy thoufand 
pieces of gold. The conquerors , and even their 
hiftorians, were aftonilhed by the dawn of their 
future greatnefs : “ In the fame year , ” fays 
Elmacin, “Caled fought many fignal battles; 
“ an immenfe . multitude of the infidels was 
“ flaughtered; and fpoils , infinite and innumer- 
“ able, were acquired by the vidtorious Mof- 
K lems ,r . ” But the invincible Caled was foon 
transferred to the Syrian war: the invafion of 
the Perfian frontier was conducted by lefs aclive 
or lefs prudent commanders: the Saracens were 
repulfed with lofs in the pafiage of the Euphra- 
tes ; and , though they chadded the iofolent 
purfuit of the Magians , their remaining forces 
{fill hovered in the defert of Babylon. 

The indignation and fears of the Perfians 
fufpendcd for a moment their inteftine divifions. 

’ By the unanimous fentence of the priefts and 

. nobles, their queen Arzema was depofed; the 
fixth of the tranfient ufurpers., who had arifen 
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flttcl van iflicd in three or four years, fm.ee the 
death of Chofroes* and the retreat of Heraclius. 
Her tiara was placed on the head of Yezdegerd, 
the grandfon of Chofroes ; and the fame lera, 
which coincides with an agronomical period 
has recorded the fall of the Saffanian dynafty 
and the religion of Zoroafter The youth and 
inexperience of the prince, he was only fifteen 
years of age, declined a perilous encounter: the 
royal ftandard was delivered into the hands of 
his general Ruflam ; and a remnant of thirty 
thoufand regular troops was fwelled in truth, or 
in opinion, to one hundred and twenty thoufand 
fubjecls , or allies , of the great king. The 
Moderns, whofe numbers were reinforced from 
twelve to thirty thoufand , had pitched their 
camp in the plains of Cadefia 2 * : and their line, 
though it confifted of fewer men , could produce 
more foldieis than the unwieldy holt of the infi- 
dels. I fliall here obfirve what I mull often 
repeat, that the charge of the Arabs was not 
like that of the Greeks and Komans, the effort 
of a firm and compact infantry : their military 
force was chiefly formed of cavalry and archers ; 
and the engagement, which was often interrupted 
and often renewed by Angle combats and flying 
fkirmifhes , might be protracted without any 
decifive event to the continuance of feveral 
days. The periods of the battle of Cadefia were 
diftinguilhed by their peculiar appellations. The 
firft, from the well-timed appearance of fix thou- 
fand of the Syrian brethren , was denominated 
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chat, the day of fuccour. The day of cnnctijfion might 
n. exprefs the diforder of one, or perhaps of both, 
of the contending armies. The third, a nodlurnal 
tumult , received the whimfical name of the 
night of burking , from the difeordant clamours , 
which were compared to the inarticulate founds 
of the fierceft animals. The morning of the fuc- 
ceeding day determined the fate of Perfia ; and 
a feafonable whirlwind drove a cloud of duff 
a^ainfl the faces of the unbelievers. The clangor 
of arms was re-echoed to the tent of RulVarn , 
who, far unlike the ancient hero of his name, 
was gently reclining in a cool and tranquil fhade, 
amidlf the baggage of his camp , and .the train 
of mules that were laden with gold and filver.. 
On the found of danger he flatted from his 
couch; but his flight was overtaken by a valiant 
Arab, who caught lnm by the foot, llruck off 
his head, hoifted it on a lance, and inftantly 
returning to the field of battle, carried fiaughter 
and difrnay among the thickett ranks of the Per- 
fiatis. The Saracens confefs a lofs of feverr thou- 
fand five hundred men; and the battle of Cadefia 
is jullly deferibed by the epithets of obflinate 
and atrocious The ftandard of the monarchy 
was overthrown and captured in the field — a 
leathern apron of a blackfmith, who, in ancient 
times, had arifen the deliverer of Perfia ; but 
this badge of heroic poverty was difguifed , and 
almofl concealed by a profufion of precious 
gems “. After this vidtory, the wealthy province 
of Irak or Affyria fubmittsd to the caliph , and 



Digitized by Google 



* OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 213 

, ' > 

, liis con quells were firmly eftablilhed by the chap. 
fpcedy foundation of Baffora 11 , a place which u. 
ever commands the trade and navigation of the 
Perfians. At the diftance of fourfcore miles from 
the Gulf, the Euphrates and Tigris unite in a 
broad and dired current, which is aptly fty led 
the river of the Arabs. In the mid-way, between 
the junction and the mouth of thefe famous 
ftreams, the new fettlement was planted on the 
wcftern bank : the firll colony was compofed of 
eight hundred Moflems; but the influence of 
the fituation foon reared a flourifhing and popu- 
lous capital. r Ihe air, though exceflively hot, is 
pure and healthy : the meadows are filled, with 
palm-trees and cattle ; and one of the adjacent 
vallies has been celebrated among the four para- 
difes or gardens of Afia. Under the firlt caliphs. Foundation 
the jurifdidion of this Arabian colony extended ot IiafWa * 
over the fouthern provinces of Perfia: the city 
has been fandified by the tombs of the com- 
panions and martyrs; and the veffels of Europe 
ltill frequent the port of Baffora, as a convenient 
ftation and paffage of the Indian trade. 

After the' defeat of Cadefia, a country inter- Sack of Ma» 
feded by rivers and canals might have oppofed 6 f 
an infnperable barrier to the vidorious cavalry ; March, 
and the walls of Ctefiphon orMadayn, which 
had -refified the battering-rams of the Romans, 
would not have yielded to the darts of the Sara- 
cens. But the flying Perfians were overcome 
by the belief, that the lad day of their religion 
and empire was at hand : the ftrongefl polls 
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Chap, were abandoned by treachery or cowardice; and 
II, the king, with a part of his family and treafures, 
efcaped to Holwan at the foot of the Median 
hills. In the third month after the battle, Said, 
the lieutenant of Omar, palfed the Tigris with- 
out oppofition; the capital was taken by aflault; 
and the diforderly refinance of the people gave a 
keener edge to the fabres of the Modems , who 
Flouted with religious tranfport, “ this is the 
„ white palace of Chofroes, this is the promife 
“ of the apoflle of God ! ” The naked robbers 
of the defert were fuddenly enriched beyond the 
meafurc of their hope or knowledge. Each 
chamber revealed a pew treafurc fecreted with 
art, or oftentatioudy difplayed; the gold and 
filver, the various wardrobes and precious furni- 
ture , furpafi'ed (fays Abulfeda ) the eftimate of 
fancy or numbers; and another hiftorian defines 
the untold and ahnoll infinite mafs , by the fabu- . 
lous computation of three thoufands of thoufands 
of thoufands of pieces of gold 1 *. Some minute 
■ though curious fads repiefent the contrail of riches 
and ignorance. From the remote iflands of the In-, 
dian Ocean, a large provifion of camphire 15 
had been imported , which is employed with a 
mixture of wax to illuminate the palaces of the 
Eaft. Strangers to the name and properties of 
that odoriferous gum, the Saracens, miftaking it 
for fait, mingled the camphire in their bread, 
and were aflonifhed at the bitternefs of the tade. 
One of the apartments of the palace was de- 
ppl'ittcd yyith a carpet of filk t fixty cubits ip 
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length, and as many in breadth: a paradife or chap. 
garden was depictured on the ground; the flow- u. 
ers , fruits , and flirubs were imitated by the 
figures of the gold embroidery, and the colours 
of the precious {tones; and the ample fquare 
was encircled by a variegated and verdant bor- 
der. The Arabian general perfuaded his foldiers 
to relinquifli their claim , in the reafonable hope, 
that the eyes of the caliph would be delighted 
with the fplendid workmanfhip of nature and 
indudry. Regardlefs of the merit of art and the 
pomp of royalty, the rigid Omar divided the 
prize among his brethren of Medina : the picture 
was destroyed ; but fuch was the intrinfle value 
of the materials , that the {hare of Ali alone was 
fold for twenty thoufand drams. A mule that 
•* carried away the tiara and cuirafs, the belt and 
bracelets of Chofroes , was overtaken by the 
purfuers ; the gorgeous trophy was prefented to 
the commander of the faithful, and the graved 
of the companions condefcended to fmile 1 
when they beheld the white beard, hairy amis, 
and uncouth figure of the veteran , who was in. 
vefled with the fpoils of the great king The 
lack of Ctefiphon was followed by its defertion 
and gradual decay. The Saracens difliked the Foundation 
air and flotation of the place, and Omar was of Cufa * 
advifed by his general to remove the feat of 
government to the weflern fide of the Euphrates. 

In every age the foundation and ruin of the Af- 
fyrian cities has been ea-y and rapid; the coun- 
try is deftitute of done and timber, and the mod 
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C n a i\ folid ftructures 57 are compofed of bricks baked 
U. in the fun, and joined by a cement of the native 
bitumen. J he name of Cl fu '* dcfcmbes an habita- 
tion of reeds and earth ; but the importance of the 
new capital was fupported by the numbers, wealth, 
andfpiritof a colony of veterans ; and their licenti- 
oulnefs was indulged by the wileft caliphs who 
were apprehenfive of provoking the revolt of an 
hundred thoufand fword<: “Ye men of Cufa,” 
laid Ali, who folicited their aid, “you have 
been always confpicuous by your valour. You 
“ conquered the Perfian king, and fcattered his 
“ forces, till you had taken poffeflion of his in- 
“ heritance. ” This mighty conquelt was at- 
chieved by the battles of Jalula and Nehavend. * 
After the lofs of the former, Yezdegerd fled 
from Holwan, and concealed his fhame and def- 
pair in the mountains of Farfiftan, from whence 
. Cyrus had defcended with his equal and valiant 
companions. The courage of the nation furvived 
that of the monarch; among the hills to the fouth 
of Ecbatana or Ilamadan, one hundred and fifty 
thoufand Perfians made a third and final fland 
for their religion and country'; and the decifive 
battle of Nehavend was lly led by the Arabs the 
. victory of victories. If it be true that the flying 

general ot the Perfians was ftopt and overtaken 
in a crowd of mules and camels laden with 
honey, the incident, however flight or Angular, 
will denote the luxurious impediments of an 
Oriental army 

d he geography of Perfia is darkly delineated 
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by the Greeks and Latins; bdt the moft illuftri- chap. 
mis of her cities appear to be more ancient than n. 
the iuvafion of the Arabs. By the redudion of Conqueft of 
Hamadan and Ifpahan, of Cafwin , Tauris, and erl ‘*’ D 
Rei , they gradually approached the fhores of the 637 — 
Cafpian Sea; and the orators of Mecca might 
applaud the fuccefs and fpirit of the faithful, who 
had already loll fight of the northern bear, and 
had almoft tranfeended the bounds of the habit- 
able world 50 . Again turning towards the Weft 
and the Roman empire, they repaffed the Tigris 
over the bridge of Moful , and, in the captive 
provinces of Armenia and Mefopotamia, embra- 
ced their victorious brethren o£ tl^ Syrian army. 

From the Palace of Madayn their Eaftern pro- 
grefs was not lefs rapid or extenfive. They 
advanced along the Tigris and the Gulf; pene- 
trated through the pafies of the mountains 
into the valley of Eftachar or Perfepolis ; and 
profaned the laft fanduary of the Magian empire. 

The grandfon of Chofroes was nearly furprifed 
among the falling columns and mutilated 
figures; a fad emblem of the paft and prefent 
fortune of Perfia u : hefted with accelerated hafte 
over the defert of Kirman, implored the aid of 
the warlike Segeftans, and fought an humble 
refuge on the verge of the Turkilh and Chinefe 
power. But a vidorious army is infenfible of 
fatigue: the Arabs divided their forces in the 
purfuit of a timorous enemy; and the caliph 
Othman promifed the government of Chorafan 
to the firft general who lliould enter that large 
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chap, and populous country, the kingdom of the an- 
II. cient Ba&rians, The condition was accepted; 
the prize was deferved ; the flandard of Maho- 
met was planted on the walls of Herat, Merou, 
and Balch ; and the fuccefsful leader neither halt- 
ed nor repofed till his foaming cavalry had tailed 
the waters of the Oxus. In the public anarchy, 
the independent governors of the cities and caft- 
les obtained their feparate capitulations : the 

terms were granted or impofed by the elleem, 
the prudence , or the compallion , of the vi&ors ; 
and a fimple profellion of faith ellablilhed the 
diftindlion between a brother and a (lave. Afcer 
a noble defence , f Harmozan , the prince or fatrap 
of Ahwaz and Sufa, was compelled to furrender 
hi,s perfon and his Hate to the diferetion of the 
caliph; and their interview exhibits a portrait of 
the Arabian manners. In the prefence , and by 
the command, of Omar, the gay Barbarian was 
defpoiled of his filken robes embroidered with 
^nfd, and of his tiara bedecked with rubies and 
emeralds: “Are you now fenfible,” fiiid the 
conqueror to his naked captive , “ are you now 
. c< fenfible of the judgment of God , and of the 
c ‘ different rewards of infidelity* and obedience ? ” 
cc Alas!” replied Harmozan, “I feel them too 
<c deeply. In the days of our common ignorance, 
cc we fought with the weapons of the fkQi, and 
“ my nation was fuperior. God was then neuter: 
tc fince he has efpoufed your quarrel, you have 
c ‘ fubvertsd our kingdom and religion.” Op- 
prelfed by tlus painful dialogue , the Perfun 
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complained of intolerable thirft , but difcovered chap. 
fome apprehenfion left; he fhould be killed whilft u. 
he was drinking a cup of water. “ Be of good 
courage.” faid the caliph, “your life is fafe till 
“ you have drank this water:” the crafty latrap 
accepted the affurance, and inftantly dallied the 
vafe againft the ground. Omar would have 
avenged the deceit; but his companions repre- 
fented the fandlity of an oath ; and the fpeedy 
converfion of Harmozan entitled him not only 
to a free pardon , but even to a ftipend of two 
thoufand pieces of gold. The adminiftration of 
Perfia was regulated by an a&ual furvey of the 
people, the cattle, and the fruits of the earth **j 
and this monument which attefts the vigilance 
of the caliphs , might have inftru&ed the philo- 
fophers of every age 

The flight of Yezdegerd had carried him beyond Death of th« 
the Oxus, and as far as the Jaxartes , two rivers 54 1 

of ancient and modern renown , which defeend 
from the mountains of India towards the Cafpian 
Sea. lie was hofpitably entertained by Tarkhan, 
prince of Fargana 5! , a fertile province on the 
Jaxartes ; the king of Samarcand , with the 
Turkilh tribes of Sogdiana and Scythia , were 
moved by the lamentations and promifes of the 
fallen monarch ; and he folicited by a fuppliant 
embafly, the more folid and powerful friendfliip 
of the emperor of China ! *. The virtuous Tait- 
fong ,7 , the firft of the dynafty of the Tang, may 
be juftly compared with the Antonines of Rome; 
his people enjoyed the bleflings of profperity and 
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c H x i>. peace; and his dominion was acknowledged by 
ill. j forty-four hords of the Barbarians of Tartary. 
His laft garrifons of Cafiigar and Kboten main- 
tained a frequent intercourfe with their neigh- 
bours of the Jaxartes and Oxus; a -recent colony 
of Perlians had introduced into China the aftro- 
nomy of the Magi ; and Taitfong might be 
alarmed by the rapid progrefs and dangerous 
vicinity of the Arabs. The influence, and per- 
haps the fupplies, of China revived the hopes of 
Yezdegerd and the zeal ot the Worfhippers of {ire; 
and he returned with an armv of Turks to con- 
quer the inheritance of his fathers. '1 he fortu- 
nate Moflems, without unlheathing their fwords, 
were the fpe&ators of his ruin and death. The 
grandfon of Chofroes was betrayed by his fervant, 
infulted by the (editions inhabitants of Merou , 
and oppreffed , defeated , and purfued , . by his 
Barbarian allies. He reached the banks of a 
river, and offered His rings and brafcelets for an 
inftant paffage in a miller’s boat. Ignorant or 
infenfible of royal diHrefs , the ruflic replied , 
that four drams of filver were the daily profit 
of his mill, and that he would not fufpend his 
work unlefs the lofs were repaid. In this moment 
of hefitation and delay, the laft of the Saffanian 
kings was overtaken and flaughtered by the 
Turkifh cavalry, in the nineteenth year of his 
unhappy reign His fon Firuz, an humble 
client of the Chinefe emperor , accepted the 
ftation of captain of his guards; and the Magian 
worfhip was long preferved by a colony of loyal 
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exiles in the province of Bucharia. His grandfon c h a i\ 
inherited the regal name; but after a faint and li. 
fruitlefs enterprise , he returned to China, and 
ended hiS days in the palace of Sigan. The male 
li^ie of the Salfanides was extinct; but the female 
captives, the daughters of Perfia , were given to 
the conquerors in Servitude or marriage; and the 
race of the caliphs and imams was ennobled by 
the blood of their royal mothers *\ 

After the fall of the Perfian kingdom, the river T ( . hc con ^” cft 
0 }cus divided the territories of the Saracens and l)xi/Jlia _ 
of the Turks. This narrow boundary was foon D 7 *®. 
overleaped by the Spirit of the Arabs : the 

governors of Chorafan extended their fucceflive 
inroads; and one of their triumphs was adorned 
with the bufkin of a Turkifh queen, which Ihe 
dropt in her precipitate flight beyond the hills of 
Bochara 10 . But the final conqueft of Tranfoxia- 
na as w’ell as of Spain, w'as referved for the 
glorious reign of the inactive Walid ; and the 
name of Catibah, the camel-driver, declares the 
origin and mel*it of his fuccefsful lieutenant. 

While one of his colleagues difplayed the tirft 
Mahometan banner on the banks of the Indus, the 
Spacious regions between the Oxus, the Jaxartes, 
and the Cafpian Sea, were reduced by the arms of 
Catibah to the obedience of the prophet and of the 
caliph 4i . A tribute of two millions of pieces of . 
gold was impofed on the infidels : their idols 
were burnt or broken; the Mufulman chief pro- 
nounced a fermon in the new moich of Carizme; 
after feveral battles, the Turkifh hords were driven 
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back to the defert; and the emperors of China 
folicited the friendfliip of the victorious Arabs. 
To their induftry, the profperity of the province, 
the Sogdiana of the ancients , may in a great 
meafure be afcribed; but the advantages of the 
foil and climate had been underftood and cul- 
tivated fmcc the reign of the Macedonian kings. 
Before the invafion of the Saracens , Carizme, 
Bocara, and Samarcand, were rich and populous 
under the yoke of the fliepherds of the north. 
Thefe cities were furrounded with a double wall j 
and the exterior fortification , of a larger cir- 
cumference, inclofed the fields and gardens of 
the adjacent diftridt. The mutual wants of India 
and Europe were fupplied by the diligence of the 
Sogdian merchants ; and the incftimable art of 
transforming linen into paper, has been diffufed 
from the manufacture of Samarcand over the 
weftern world 4i . 

II. No fooncr had Abubeker reflored the 
unity of faith and government , than he dif- 
patched a circular letter to the Arabian tribes. 
“ In the name of the moft merciful God , to the 
tc reft of the true believers. Health and happinefs, 
a and the mercy and blefting of God be upon 
tc you. I praife the moft high God, and I pray 
cc for his* prophet Mahomet. This is to acquaint 
u you', that 1 intend to fend the true believers 
ct into Syria ** to take it out of the hands of 
" the infidels. And I would have you know , 
“ that the fighting for religion is an act of 
“ obedience to God. ” His mefiengers returned 
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with the tidings of pious and martial ardour 
which they had kindled in every province; and 
the camp of Medina was fucceffively filled with 
the intrepid bands of the Saracens, who panted 
for adion , complained of the heat of the feafon 
and the fcarcity of provifions; and accufed with 
impatient murmurs the delays of the caliph. As 
foon as their numbers were complete, Abubeker 
afeended the hill , reviewed the men , the horfes, 
and the arms, and poured forth a fervent prayer 
for the fuccefs of their undertaking. In perfon , 
and on foot , he accompanied the firfl day’s 
march; and when the blulhing leaders attempted 
to difmount, the caliph removed their fcruples 
by a declaration, that thofe who rode, and thofe 
who walked, in the fervice of religion, were 
equally meritorious. His inftrudion +s to the 
chiefs of the Syrian army, were infpired by the 
warlike fanaticifm which advances to feize, and 
affeds to defpife, the objeds of earthly ambition. 
“ Remember, ” faid the fucceffor of the prophet, 
“ that you are always in the prefence of God , 
“ on the verge of death , in the alfurance of 
“judgment, and the hope of paradife. Avoid 
“ injuftice and opprellion ; conftdt with your 
“ brethren, and ftudy to preferve the love and 
“ confidence of your troops. When you fight 
“ the battles of the Lord, acquit yourfelves like 
“ men, without turning your backs; but let not 
“ vidory be ftained with the blood of women 
“ or children. Deftroy no palm-trees, nor bum 
“ any fields of corn. Cut down no fruit-trees , 
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e h a p. <c nor do any mifchief to cattle, only fuch as 

li. “ yon k Hi to eat. When you make any covenant 

“ or article, (land to it, and be as good as your 
“ word. As you go on , au will find fome 
“ religious perfons who live retired in monaf- 
“ teries, and propofe to themfelves to ferve God 
“ that way: let them alone, and neither kill 
“ them nor deflroy their monafleries 44 : • And 
“ you will find another fort of people that 
“ belong to the fynagogue of Satan , who have 
“ (haven crowns 47 ; be fure you cleave their 

“ (Lulls , and give them no quarter till they 

“ either turn Mahometans or pay tribute. ” All 
. profane or frivolous converfation , all dangerous 

recolledion of ancient quarrels was feverelv pro- 
hibited among the Arabs; in the tumult of a 
camp, the exercifes of religion were affiduoufiy 
pradifed ; and the intervals of adion were em- 
ployed in prayer, meditation, and the (ludy of 
the Koran. The abufc, or even the ufe , of 
wine was chaftifed by fourfeore ftrokes on the 
foals of the feet , and in the fervour of their 
primitive zeal many fecret frnners revealed their 
fault, and folicited their punifhment. After fome‘ 
hefitation the command of the Syrian army was 
delegated to Abu Obeidah , one of the fugitives 
of Mecca and companions of Mahomet; whofe 
zeal and devotion were afluaged , without being 
abated, by the fingular mildneis and benevolence 
of his temper. But in all the emergencies of 
war, the foldiers demanded the fuperior genius 
®f Caled; and whoever might be the choice of 

the 
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the prince, the fword of God was both in fadt and chat. 
fame the foremoft leader of the Saracens. He n. 
obeyed without reluctance ; he was confulted 
without jealoufy; and fuch was the fpirit of the 
man, or rather of the times, that Caled profefled 
his readincfs to ferve under the banner of the 
faith, though it were in the hands of a child or 
* an enemy. Glory, and riches, and dominion, 
were indeed promifed to the victorious Muful- 
man ; but he was carefully inftructed, that if the 
goods of this life were his only incitement, they 
likewife would be his only reward. 

One of the fifteen provinces of Syria , the siege of 
cultivated lands to the ealtward of the Jordan , Butr* 
had been decorated by Roman vanity with the 
name of Arabia 4 * ; and the firft arms of the 
Saracens were jnftified by the femblance of a 
national right. The country was enriched by 
the various benefits of trade; by the vigilance ' 
of the emperors it was covered with a line of 
forts; and the populous cities of Gerafe, Phila- 
delphia , and Bofra 4 * , were fecure’, at leafi; 
from a furprife , by the folid flrudlure of their 
walls. The laft of thefe cities was the eighteenth 
Ration from Medina : the road was familiar ta 
the caravans of Hejaz and Irak , who annually 
vifited this plenteous market of the province and 
the defert : the perpetual jealoufy of the Arabs 
had trained the inhabitants to arms; and twelve 
thoufand horfe could fally from the gatc$ of 
Bofra, an appellation which fignifies, in the 
Syriac language, a ftrong tower of defence, 
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c h a. p, Encouraged by their firfl fuccefs againft the open 
,ir. towns and flying parties of the borders, a de-t 
tachment of four thoufand Mollems prefumed to 
fummon and Attack the fortrefs of Bofra. They 
tveri opprcffed by the numbers of the Syrians ; 
they were faved by the prefence of Caled , with 
Fifteen hundred horfe : he blamed the enterprife, 
reftored the battle , and refcued his friend , the * 
venerable Serjabil , who had vainly invoked the 
unity of Cod and the promifes of the apoftle. 
After a fhort repofe , the Moderns performed 
their ablutions with fand inftead of water j 
and the morning prayer was recited by Caled 
before they mounted on horfeback. Confident in 
their ftrcngth , the people of Bofra threw open 
their gates, drew their forces into the plain, and 
fwore to die in the defence of their religion. But 
a religion of peace was incapable of withftanding 
the fanatic cry of “ Fight , fight! Paradife , Para- 
dife ! ” that re-echoed in the ranks of the Saracens ; 
and the uproar of the town, the ringing of bells SI , 
and the exclamations of the priefts and monks en- 
creafed the difmay and diforder of the Chriftians. 
With the lofs of two hundred and thirty men , 
the Arabs remained matters of the field ; and the 
ramparts of Bofra, in expedation of human or 
divine aid , were crowded with holy erodes and 
confecrated banners. The governor Romanus had 
recommended an early fubmitlion: defpifed by 
the people, and degraded from his office, he ftill 
retained the defircand opportunity of revenge. In 
a nodurnal interview , he informed the enemy of 
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a fubterraneous paffage from his houfc under the c H A P. 
■wall of the city ; the fon of the caliph, with ati li. 
hundred volunteers , were committed to the 
faith of this new ally, and their fuccefsful intre- 
pidity gave an eafy entrance to their companions. 

After Calcd had impofed the terms of fervitude 
and tribute, the apoftate or convert avowed in 
the aflembly of the people his meritorious trcafon. 

“ I renounce your fociety , ” Hid Romanus, 

“ both in this world , and the world to come. 

And I deny him that was crucified , and 
“ whofoever \vorlhipS| > him. And I chufe God 
“ for my Lord , Iflam for my faith , Mecca for 
<c my temple, the Modems for my brethren, and 
“ Mahomet for my prophet; who was fent to 
“ lead us into the right way, and to exalt the 
“ true religion in fpite of thofe who join partners 
“ with God. ” 

The conqueft of Bofra, four days journey from si^eof o a « 
Damafcus , encouraged the Arabs to befiege 
the ancient Capital of Syria ”. At fome diflance ’ 
from the walls, they encamped among the groves 
and -fountains of that delicious territory and 
the ufual option of the Mahometan faith, of 
tribute or of war, was propofed to the refolutc 
citizens, who had been lately firenghtened by a 
reinforcement of five thoufand. Greeks, In the 
decline as in the infancy of the military art , aft 
hoflile defiance was frequently offered and ac, 
cepted by the generals themfelves ’d; many a 
lance was fhivered in the plain of Damafcus, and 
the perfonal prowefs of Caled was fiunalized in 
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p. the fir ft fa fly of the befieged. After an obftinate 
combat , he had overthrown and made prifonej; 
one of the Chriftian leaders, a ftout and worthy 
antagonift. He inllantly mounted a frelh horfe , 
the gift of the governor of Palmyra, and pulhed 
forwards to the front of the battle. u Repofe 
“ yourfelf , for a moment, ” faid his friend 
Derar, “ and permit me to fupply your place: 
“ you are fatigued with fighting with this dog. ” 
. “ O Derar ! ” replied the indefatigable Saracen , 
“ \vc fhall reft; in the world to come. He that 
“ labours to-day, fhall^pft to-morrow.” With 
the fame, unabated ardour, Calcd anfwered , en- 
countered and vancjuifhed a fecond champion ; 
and the heads of his two captives who ref n fed 
to abandon their religion were indignantly hurled 
into the midft of the city. The event of fome 
general and partial adions reduced the Damaf- 
cenes to a clofer defence : but a meflenger whom 
they dropt from the walls , returned with the 
promife of fpeedy and powerful fuccour , and 
their tumultuous joy conveyed the intelligence 
to the camp of the Arabs. After fome debate it 
was refolved by the generals to raife or rather to 
fufpend the ficge of Damafcus , till they had 
given battle to the forces of the. emperor. In 
the retreat, Cajed would have diofeu the more 
perilous ftation of the rear-guard ; he modeftly 
yielded to the willies of Abu Obeidah. But in 
the hour of danger he flew to the refeue of his 
companion, who was rudely prefled by a fally 
of fix thoufand horfe and ten thoufand foot , 
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and few among the Chriftians could relate at c n A p. 
Damafcus the circumftances of their defeat. The ul 
importance of the conteft required the jundion 
of the Saracens who were difperfed on the 
frontiers of Syria and Paleftine ; and I fhall 
trauferibe one of the circular mandates which 
was addrelfed to Amrou the future conqueror of 
Egypt, “in the name of the moft merciful God 
“ from Caled to Amrou , health and happinefs. 

“ Know that thy brethren the Moflems defign to 
“ march to Aiznadin, where there is an army of 
feventy thoufand Greeks , who purpofe to 
“ come agaiilft us, that they may extinguish the 
“ light of God with their mouths } but God preferveth 
“ his light in Jpite vf the injidels As foon there- 
“ fore as this letter of mine fhall be delivered 
“ to thy hands come with thofe that are with 
“ thee to Aiznadin , where thou fhall find us if 
“ it pleafe the moft high God. ” The i’ummons 
were cheerfully obeyed , and the forty - five 
thoufand Moflems who met on the fame day, 
on the fame fpot , aferibed to the blefling of 
providence the effeds of their adivity and zeal. 

About four years after the triumphs of the Battle oF 
Perfian war , the repofe of Heraclius and the * ,Z n ad g"j 
empire was again difturbed by a new enemy , July 13. 
the power of whofe religion was more ftrorigly ' 
felt than it was clearly underftood by the Chrif- 
tians of the Eaft. In this palace of Conftantinople 
or Antioch , he was awakened by the invafion 
of Syria, the lofs of Bofra, and the danger of 
Damafcus. Ap army of feventy thoufand veterans' 
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chap, or new levies , was affembled at Hems or 
If. F.mefa, under the command of his general Wer- 
dan ,r ; and thefe troops, confiding chiefly of 
cavalry , might be indifferently dyled either 
Syrians, or Greeks, or Romans: Syrians from 
the place of their birth or warfare; Greeks from 
the religion and language of their fovereign ; 
and Ramans , from the proud appellation which 
was dill profaned by the fuccefTors of Condan- 
tine. On the plain of Aiznadin, as Werdan rode 
on a white mule decorated with gold chains, and 
furrounded with enfigns and dandards, he was 
furprifed by the near approach of a fierce and 
naked warrior, who had undertaken to view the 
flate of the enemy. The adventurous valour of 
Derar was infpired , and has perhaps been 
< adorned , by the enthufiafm of his age and 

country. The hatred of the Chndians, the love 
of fpoil . and the contempt of danger , were the 
ruling paflions of the audacious Saracen; and the - 
profpecl of indant death could never fhake his 
religious confidence, or ruffle the calmnefs of his 
refolution, or even fufpend the frank and martial 
pleafantry of his humour. In the mod hopelefs 
enterprifes , he was bold , and prudent , and 
fortunate: after innumerable hazards, after being 
thrice a prifoner in the hands of the infidels , he 
dill furvived to relate the atchievements , and to 
enjoy the rewards, of the Syrian conqued. On 
this occafion, his fingle lance maintained a living 
fight againd thirty Romans, who were detached 
\>y Werdan j and after filling or unhorfing 
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feventeen of their number , Derar returned in 
faf^ty to his applauding brethren. When his rafh- 
nefs was mildly c.enfured by the general , he 
excufed himfelf with the fimplicity of a foldier. 
“ Nay, ” faid Derar, “ I did not begin firft: 
“ but they came out to take me , and I was 
“ afraid that God fbould fee me turn my back; 
“ and indeed I fought in good earneft , and 
“ without doubt God alTifted me againff them; 

and had I not been npprehenfive of difobeying 
“ your orders , I fliould not have come away 
“ as I did; and I perceive already that they will 
“ fall into our hands. ” In the prefence of both 
armies, a venerable Greek advanced from the 
ranks with a liberal offer of peace; and the 
departure of the Saracens would have been 
purchafed by a gift to each foldier, of a turban, 
a robe, and a piece of gold; ten robes, and an 
hundred pieces to their leader ; one hundred 
robes , and a thoufand pieces to the caliph. A 
fmile of indignation exprefled the refufal of Calcd. 
“ Ye Chriflian dogs, you know your option; 
“ the koran , the tribute, or the fword. We arc 
“ a people whofe delight is in war, rather than 
in peace; and we defpife your pitiful alms, 
“ fince we fhall be fpeedily mailers of your 
, “ wealth , yonr families , and you;- perfons. ” 
Notwithftanding this apparent difdain , he was 
deeply confcions of the public danger : thofe 
who had been in Perfia , and jiad feen the 
armies of Chofrocs, confelTcd that they never 
beheld a more formidable array. From the 




CHAP. 

LI. 



Digitized by Google 




/ 






C II A P, 
IU 



I 



Tbs Arabs^ 
return to 
Puiitaicuj. 



232 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

riority of the enemy, the artful Saracen derived 
a frelh incentive of courage: “ You fee before 
“ you, faid he, the united force of the Romans, 
tC you cannot hope to efcape , but you may 
“ conquer Syria in a fingle day. The event . 
“ depends on your difcipline and patience. Re- 
“ ferve yourfelves till the evening. It was in 
“ the evening that the prophet was accullomed 
“ to vanquilh. ” During two fucceffive engage- 
ments, his temperate firmnefs fuftaincd the darts 
of the enemy, and the murmurs of his troops. 

At length, when the fpirits and quivers of the 
adverfe line were almoft exhaufted , Caled gave 
the fignal of onfet and vidory. The remains of 
the Imperial army fled to Antioch, orCxfarea, 
or Damafcus; . and the death of four hundred 
and feventy Moflems was compenfated by the 
opinion that they had fent to hell above fifty 
thoufand of the infidels. The fpoil was ineftiin- 
able; many banners and crolfes of gold and filver, 
precious (tones , filver mud gold chains , and 
innumerable fuits of the richefi: armour and ap- 
parel. The general dillribution was poftponed 
till Damafcus (hould be taken; but the feafonable 
fupply of arms became the inftrumcnt of new 
victories. The glorious intelligence was tranfmit- 
tcd to the throne of the caliph, and the Arabian 
tribes, the coldeft or mod hoftile to the prophet’s 
million, were eager and importunate to fliare 
the harveft of Syria. 

The fad tidings were carried to 'Damafcus by 
the fpecd of grief and terror; and the inhabitants 
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"beheld from their walls the return of the heroes c 11 a Pi 
of Aiznadin. Amrou led the van at the head of - 
nine thoufand horfe: the bands of the Saracens 
fucceeded each other in formidable review; and 
the rear was clofed by Caled in perfon , with 
the ftandard of the black eagle. To the activity 
of Dei ar he entrufted the commiffion of patrol- 
ling round the city with two thoufand horfe, of 
fcouring the plain, and of intercepting all fuc- 
cour or intelligence. The reft of the Arabian 
chiefs were fixed in their refpedlive ftations be- 
fore the feven gates of Damafcus ; and the fiege 
was renewed with frelh vigour and confidence. 

The art, the labour, the military engines, of 
the Greeks and Romans are feldom to be found 
in the Ample , though fuccefsful, operations of 
the Saracens : it was fufficient for them to invert 
a city with arms , rather than with*trenches ; to 
repel the Tallies of the befieged ; to attempt a 
ftratagem or an afiault; or to expect the progrcfs 
of famine and difcontent. Damafcus would have 
acquiefced in the trial of Aiznadin , as a final and 
peremptory fentence between the emperor and 
the caliph : her courage was rekindled by the 
example and authority of Thomas , a noble 
Greek , illuftrious in a private condition by the 
aljiance of Heraclius The tumult and illumi- 
nation of the night proclaimed the delign of the 
morning filly ; and the Chriftian hero , who 
affedtcd to defpife the enthufiafm of the Arabs, 
employed the refource of a fimilar fuperftition. 

At the principal gate, in the fight of both 
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. armies, a lofty crucifix was e’redled ; the biflhop; 
with his clergy, accompanied the march, and 
laid the volume of the New Tedament before 
the image of Jefus; and the contending parties . 
were fcandalifed or edified by a prayer, that 
the Son of God would defend his fcrvants and 
vindicate his truth. The battle raged with in* 
cedant fury ; and the dexterity of Thomas ail 
incomparable archer, was fatal to the bolded 
Saracens , till their death was revenged by a 
female heroine. The wife of Aban, who had fol- 
lowed him to the holy war , embraced her expiring 
hufband. “ Happy” faid fhe , “ happy art thou, 

<c my dear ; thou art gone to thy Lord who fird 
“ joined us together, and then parted us afun- 
“ der. I will revenge thy death , and endeavour 
tc to the utmod of my power to come to the 
“ place whete thou art, becaufe I love thee. 
tc Henceforth fhall no man ever touch me more, 

C£ for I have dedicated myfelf to the fervice of 
cc God.” Without a groan, without a tear, fhe 
wafhed the corpfe of her hufband, and buried 
him with the ufual rites. Then grafping the' 
manly weapons , which in her native land die 
was accuftomed to wield , the intrepid widow 
of Aban fought the place where his murderer 
fought in the thicked of the battle. Her fird 
arrow pierced the hand of his dandard - bearer ; 
her fecond wounded Thomas in the eye ; and 
the fainting Chridians no longer beheld their 
enfign or their leader. Yet the generous cham- 
pion of Damafcus refufed to withdraw to his 
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palace: his wound was drcffed on the rampart; chap. 
the fight was continued till the evening, and the ti. 
Syrians refled on their arms. In the filence 
of the night, the fignal was given by a ftroke 
on the great bell ; the gates were thrown open, 
and each gate difcharged an impetuous column 
on the fleeping camp of the Saracens. Caled 
was the firft in arms ; at the head of four hun- 
dred horfe he flew to the poll of danger, and the 
tears trickled down his iron cheeks, as he utter- 
ed a fervent ejaculation ; “ O God , who never 
“ fleepefi: , look upon they fervants , and do not 
“ deliver them into the hands of their enemies.” 

The valour and victory of Thomas were arrefted 
by .the prefence of the f\ word of God ; with the* 
knowledge of the peril , the Moflems recovered 
their ranks , and charged the affailants in the 
flank and rear. After the lots of thoufands, the 
Chriftian general retreaded with a figh of defpair, 
and the purfuit of the Saracens was checked by 
the military engines of the rampart. 

After a fiege of feventy days**, the patience , The city i* 
and perhaps the provifions, oT the Damafcenes ^ 
were exhaufted; and the braveft of their chiefs capitulation, 
fubmitted to the hard dictates of necefiity. In A ' D * 634 » 
the occurrences of peace and war, they had been 
taught to dread the ficrcenefs of Caled , and to 
revere the mild virtues of Abu Obeidah. At the 
hour of midnight, one hundred chofen deputies 
of the clergy and people were introduced to the 
tent of that venerable commander. He received 
and difmiffed them with courtefy. They returned 
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chap, with a written agreement , on the faith of a 
Li. companion of Mahomet, that all hoRilities fliould 
ceafe ; that the voluntary emigrants might depart 
in fafety, with as much as they could carry away 
of their effects; and that the tributary fubjecRs of 
the caliph fliould enjoy their lands and houfes, 
with the ufe and polfeflion of feven churches. On 
thefe terms , the mod refpe&able ho Rages , and the 
gate neareR to his camp, were delivered into his 
hands: his foldifers imitated the moderation of their 
chief; and he enjoyed the fubmiflive gratitude of 
a people whom he had refeued from deRruiRion. 
But the fuccefs of the treaty had relaxed their 
vigilance and in the fame moment the oppoRte 
^quarter of the city was betrayed and taken by 
aflault. A party of an hundred Arabs had opened 
the eaRern gate to a more inexorable foe. “ No 
“ quarter,” cried the rapacious and fanguinary 
Caled, “ no quarter to the enemies of the Lord:” 
his trumpets founded, and a torrent of ChriRian 
. blood was poured down the Rreets of Damafcus. 
When he reached the church of St. Mary, he 
was aRonilhed and provoked by the peaceful 
afpecl of his companions: their fwords were in 
the fcabbard, and they were - furrounded by a 
multitude of prieRs and moirts. Abu Obeidah 
faluted the general : “ God iaid he , “ has de« 
“ livered the city into my hands by wav of fur- 
l< render, and has faved the believers the trouble 
cc of Rghting. ” “ And am 1 not, ’ replied the 

indignant Caled , “am 1 not the lieutenant of 
the commander of the faithful? Have 1 not 
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u taken the city by dorm ? The unbelievers (hall 1 
“ perilli by the fword. Fall on. ” The hungry 
and cruel Arabs would have obeyed the welcome 
command : and Damafcus was loft , if the bene- 
volence of Abu Obeidah had not been fupport- 
ed by a decent and dignified firmnefs. Throw- 
ing himfelf between the trembling citizens and 
the molt eager of the Barbarians , he adjured 
them by the holy name of God , to refpetd his 
promife , to fufpend their fury , and to wait the 
determination of their chiefs. The chiefs retired 
into the church of St. Mary; and after a vehe- 
ment debate, Caled fubmitted in fome meafure 
to the reafon and authority of his colleague; 
who urged the fantdity of a covenant, the ad- • 
vantage as well as the honour which the Modems 
would derive from the puntdual performance of 
their word, and the obfUnate refiftance which 
they mud encounter from the diftruft and def- 
pair of the reft of the Syrian cities. It was 
agreed that the fword fhould be flieathed , that 
the part of Damafcus which had furrendered tef 
Abu Obeidah, fhould be immediately entitled to 
the benefit of his capitulation , and that the final ’ 
decifion fhould be referred to the judice and wif- 
dom of the calioh A large majority of the 
people accepted me terms of toleration and tri- 
bute; and Damafcus i? dill peopled by twenty 
thoul’and Chriftians. But the valiant Thomas , 
and the free-born patriots who had fought under 
his banner, embraced the alternative of poverty 
aud exile. In the adjacent meadow, a numerous 
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encampment was formed of priefts and lay- 
men, of foldiers and citizens, of women and 
children: they collected , with hafte and terror, 
their moft precious moveables ; and abandoned , 
with loud lamentations or filent anguifh, .their 
native homes, and the plcafant banks of the 
Pharphar. The inflexible foul of Caled was not 
touched by the fpedtacle of their difttefs : he 

difputed with the Damafcenes the property of a 
magazine of corn ; endeavoured to exclude the 
garrifon from the benefit of the treaty; confented, 
with reludlance , that each of the fugitives fliould 
arm himfelf with a fword , or a lance, or a bow; 
and fternly declared, that, after a refpite of three- 
days , they might be purfued and treated as the 
enemies of the Modems. 

The pallion of a Syrian youth completed the 
ruin of the exiles of Damafcus. A nobleman of 
the city, of the name of Ionas * s , was betrothed 
to a wealthy maiden ; but her parents delayed 
the confummadon of his nuptials , and their 
daughter was perfuaded to efcape with the man 
whom flie had chofen. They corrupted the 
nightly watchmen of the gate Keifan: the lover, 
who led the Way, was encompafled by a fquadron 
of Arabs ; but his exclamation in the Greek 
tongue , “ the bird is taken , admonifhed his 
miftrefs to haften her return. In the prefence of 
Caled, and of death, the unfortunate Jonas pro- 
fetfed his belief in one God, and his apoflle Ma- 
homet ; and continued , till the feafon* of his 
martyrdom ? to difeharge the duties of a bravo 
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and Sincere Mnfulman. When the city was c H a p< 
taken, he flew to the monaltery , where Eudocia ll 
had taken refuge ; but the lover was forgotten ; 
the apoftate was fcorned ; fhe preferred her reli- 
gion to her country; and the juftice of Caled, 
though deaf to mercy, refufed to detain by force 
a male or female inhabitant of Damafcus. Four 
davs was the general confined to the city by the 
obligation of the treaty, and the -.urge pt cares of 
his new conqueft. His appetite for blood and 
rapine would have been extinguished by the 
hopelefs computation of time and diftance ; but 
he Aliened to the importunities of Jonas, who 
allured him that the weary fugitives” might yet 
be overtaken/ At the head of four thoufand 
horfe, in the difguife of Chriftian Arabs, Caled 
undertook the purfuit. They baited only for 
the moments of prayer; and their guide had a 
perfect knowledge of the country. For a long 
way the footfteps of the Damrifcenes were plain 
and confpicQous : they vanilhed on a hidden ; 
but the Saracens were comforted by the aflurance 
that the caravan had turned afide into the moun- 
tains, and mull Speedily fall into their hands. In • 
traverfing the ridges of the l.ibanus, they endured 
intolerable hardships, aqd the finking Spirits of 
the veteran fanatics were Supported and cheered 
by the unconquerable ardour of a lover. From 
a peafant of the country, they were informed 
that the emperor had fent orders to the colony 
of exiles, to purfue without delay the road of the 
fea-coaft, and of Constantinople; apprehenSive, 
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chap, perhaps, that the foklicrs and people of Antioch 
lk might be difcouraged by the fight and the i'tory 
of their fulle rings. The Saracens were conducted 
through the territories of Gabala *’ and Laodicea, 
at a cautious diftance from the walls of the cities; 
the rain was inceffant, the night was dark, a 
fingle mountain feparated them from the Roman 
army; and Caled, ever anxious for the fafety of 
his brethren, wbifpered an ominous dream in the 
car of his companion. With the dawn of day^ 
the profpedt again cleared, and they faw before 
them, in a pleafant valley, the tents ofDamafcus. 
After a fhort interval' of repofe and prayer, Caled 
divided his cavalry into four fquadrons, commit- 
ting the firft to his faithful Derar,. and referving 
. the laft for himfelf. They fucceflivcly rufhed on 
the promifeuous multitude, infufficiently provided 
with arms , and already vanquifhed by forrow 
and fatigue. Except a captive who was pardoned 
and d i tin i fled , the Arabs enjoyed the fatisfadlion 
of believing that not a Chriftian of either fex 
efcaped the edge of their feymetars. .The gold 
and filver of Damafcus was fcattered oVcr the 
• camp, and a royal wardrobe of three hundred ” 
load of filk might clothe an army of naked Bar- 
barians. In the tumult of the battle, Jonas fought 
and found the objedt of his purfuit; but her re- 
„ fentment was inflamed by the lad adl of his per- 
fidy; and as Eudocia llruggled in his hateful em- 
braces,- lhe flruck a dagger to her heart. Another 
female, the widow of Thomas, and the real or 
fuppofed daughter of Ileraclius, was fpared and 

releafed • 
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releafed without a ranfom; but the generofity of 
Caled was the effect of his contempt; and the 
haughty Saracen infulted , by a melLge of de- 
fiance , the throne of the Cxfars. Caled had 
peuetrated above an hundred and fifty miles into 
the heart of the Roman province : ,he returned 
to Damafcus with thg fame fecrecy and fpeed. 
On the acceffion of Omar, the foord oj God was 
removed from the command;- but the caliph, 
who blamed the raflmefs, was compelled to ap- 
plaud the vigour ancj^ondull, of the enterprife. 

Another expedition of the conquerors of Da- 
mafcus will .eqiially^djjCplay their avidity and their 
contempt for the riches of the prefent world. 
They were informed that the produce and manu- 
factures of the country were annually collected in. 
the fair of Abyla about thirty miles from the 
city; that the cell of a devout -hermit was vifited 
at the fame time by a multitude of pilgrims; and 
that the feflival of trade and fjupcrltition would 
be ennobled by the nuptials of the daughter of 
the governor of Tripoli. Abdallah , the fon of 
Jaafar, a glorious and holy martyr, undertook, 
with a banner of five hundred horfe, the pious 
and profitable commiflion of defpoiling the in- 
fidels. As he approached the fair of Abyla, he 
was aftoniflied by the report of the mighty con- 
courfe of Jews and Ciuiftiatis, Greeks and, Arme- 
nians, of natives of Syria , and of Grangers of 
Egypt, to the number of ten thoulhnd, bsfides 
a guard of five thoofand hOil'e that attended the 
perfon of the bride. The Saracens paufed: w For 
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chap. “ my own part ,” faid Abdallah , “ Ij dare not go 
li. back : our foes are many, our danger is great, 

<c but our reward is fplendid and fecure, either 
* l in this life or in the life to come. Let every 
“ man, according to his inclination, advance or 
retire.” Not a IYIufulman deferted his flandard. 
Lead the way,” faid Abdallah to his Chriflian 
guide, “ and you (hall fee what the companions 
“ of the prophet can perform.” They charged 
in five fquadrons; but after the firfl advantage 
of the Tnrprifc they were ijfcompafled and almoft 
overwhelmed by the multitude of their enemies ; 
and their valiant band is fancifully compared to 
a white fpot in the fkin of a black camel 
Aboyt the hour of funfet, when their weapons 
dropped from their hands, when they panted on 
the verge of eternity, they difeovered an ap- 
proaching cloud of duft, they heard the welcome 
found of the teebir **, and they foon perceived 
the flandard of Caled , who flew to their relief 
with the utmoft fpced of his cavalry. The Chrif- 
tians were broken by his attack, 1 and flaughtered 
in their flight as far as the river of Tripoli. They 
left behind diem the various riches of the fair; 
the merchandifes that were expofed for fide, the 
money that was brought for purchafe , the gay 
decorations of the nuptials, and the governor’s 
daughter , with forty of her female attendants. 
The fruits, provilions, and furniture, the money, 
plate, and jewels , were diligently laden on the 
backs of horfes, afles, and mules; and the holy 
robbers returned in triumph to Damafcus. The 
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hermit, after a fhort and angry controvcrfy with chap. 
Caled, declined the crown of martyrdom, and n, 
■was left alive in the folitary feene of blood and 
devaluation. 

Syria ‘ 7 , one of the countries that have been Sieges or 
improved by the moll early cultivation, is not ^ 
unworthy of the preference **. The heat of the a. d. ' 
climate is tempered by the vicinity of the fea and 
mountains, by the plenty of wood and water; 
and the produce of a fertile foil affords the fub- 
fiftence, and encourages the propagation, of men 
and animals. From the age of David to that of 
Heraclius , the country was overfpread, with an- 
cient and flourifliing cities: the inhabitants were 
numerous and wealthy : and , after' the flow 
ravage of defpotifm and fuperftition , gfter the 
recent calamities of the Perfian war, Syria could 
ftill attract and reward the rapacious tribes of the 
defert. A plain, of ten days journey, from Da- 
mafeus to Aleppo and Antioch, is watered, on 
the yreftern fide, by the winding courfe of the 
Orontes. The hills of Libanus and Anti-Libanus 
are planted from north to fouth , between the 
Orontes and Mediterranean ; and the epithfct of 
hollotv (Cqelefyria) was applied to a long and fruit- 
ful valley, which is confined in the fame direc- 
tion by the two ridges of fnowy mountains **. 

Among the cities , which are enumerated by 
Greek and Oriental names in the geography and 
conqueft of Syria, we may diftinguilh Emefa or 
Hems, Heliopolis or Baalbec, the former as the 
metropolis of th? plain, the latter as the capital 
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chat, of' the valley. Under the laffc of the Cxfars , 
li. they were llrong and populous: the turrets glit- 
tered from afar: an ample fpace was covered with 
public and private buildings ; and the citizens 
were ill aflrious by their fpirit, or at lead by their 
pride; by theif riches, or at lead by their luxury. In 
the days of paganifm , both Emefa and Heliopolis 
were addicted to the worlhip of Baal, or the 
fun ; but the decline of their fuperflition and 
fplendour has been marked by a fmgular variety 
of fortune. Not a vedige remains of the temple 
of Emefa, which was equalled in poetic dyle to 
the fummits of mount Libanus ”, while the ruins 
of Baalbec, invifible to the writers of antiquity, 
excite the curiofity and wonder of the European 
traveller The meafure of the temple is two 
hundred feet in length, and one hundred in 
breadth: the front is adorned with a double por- 
tico of eight columns ; fourteen may be counted 
on either lide; and each column, forty-five feet 
in height, is compofed of three mafly blocks of 
done or marble. The proportions and ornaments 
of the Corinthian order exprefs the architecture 
of the Greeks; but as Baalbec has never been 
the feat of a monarch, we are at a lofs to con- 
ceive how the expence of thefc magnificent 
drudtures could be fupplied by private or muni- 
cipal liberality ”. From the conqued of Da- 
mafeus the Saracens proceeded to Heliopolis and 
Fmefa; but 1 fball decline the repetition of the 
fa i lies and combats which have been already 
fhewn on a larger feale. In the profecution of 



Digitized by Google 



V 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. =45 

the war, their policy was not lefs effectual than < 
their fword. By Ihort and feparatc truces they 
dilTolved the union of the enemy; accuflomed the 
Syrians to compare their friendfhip with their 
enmity; familiarifed the idea of their language, 
religion, and manners; and exhaufted, bv clandef- 
tine purchafe , the magazines and arfenals of 
the cities which they returned to befiege. "I hey 
aggravated the random of the more wealthy, or 
the more obftinate; and Chalcis alone was taxed 
at five thoufand ounces of gold , five thoufand 
ounces of filver, two thoufand robes of filk, 
and as many figs and olives as would load five 
thoufand afles. But the terms of truce or capi- 
tulation were faithfully obferved; and the lieuten- 
ant of the caliph , who had promifed not to 
enter the walls of the captive Baalbec, remained 
tranquil and immoveable in his tent till the jar- 
ring factions folicited the interpofition of a foreign 
mailer. The conqueft of the plain and valley of 
Syria was atchievcd in lefs than two years. Yet 
the commander of the faithful reproved the 
flownefs of their progrefs , and the Saracens , 
bewailing their fault with tears of rage and re- 
pentance , called aloud on their chiefs to lead 
them forth to fight the battles of the Lord. In 
a recent adion , under the walls of Emefa , an 
Arabian youth , the coufi’n of Caled , was heard 
aloud to exclaim , “ Methinks I fee the black- 
<c eyed girls looking upon me ; one of whom, 

“ fhould fire appear in this world, all mankind 
cc would die for love of her. And I fee in the 
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tc hand of one of them, an handkerchief of green 
ct filk , and a cap of precious dones , and flic 
“ beckons me , and calls out , come hither 
“ quickly, for I love thee.” With thefe words, 
charging the Chridians, he made havock wher- 
ever he went, till, obferved at length by the 
governor of Hems , he was druck through with 
a javelin. 

It was incumbent on the Saracens to exert the 
full powers of their valour and enthufiafm againft 
the forces of the emperor , who was taught by 
repeated Ioffes, that the rovers of the defert had 
undertaken , and would fpcedily atchieve , a re- 
gular and permanent conqued. From the pro* 
vinces of Europe and Afia, fourfcore thoufand 
foldiers were tranfported by fea and land to 
Antioch and Cafarea : the light troops of the 
army confided of fixty thoufand Chridian Arabs 
of the tribe of Gaffan. Under the banner of .bbalah, 
the lad of their princes , they marched in the 
van; and it was a maxim of the Greeks, that, 
for the purpofe of cutting diamond, a diamond 
was the mod effe&ual. Heraclius withheld his 
perfon from the dangers of the field ; but his 
prefumption, or perhaps his defpondency, fug- 
geded a peremptory order , that the fate of the 
province and the war fhould be decided by a 
lingle battle. The Syrians were attached to the 
dandard of Rome and of the crofs ; but the 
noble, the citizen, the peafant, were exafperat- 
ed by the. injudice and cruelty of a licentious 
hod, who oppreffed them as fubjects, and def- 
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piled them as Grangers and aliens 7I . A report of c 11 a p. 
thefe mighty preparations was conveyed to the u. 
Saracens in their camp ofEmefa; and the chiefs, 
though refolved to fight, affembled a council: 
the faith of Abu Obeidah would have expeded 
on the fame fpot the glory of martyrdom ; the 
wifdom of Calcd advifed an honourable retreat 

. 5 * 

to the Hurts of Paleftine and Arabia, where they 
might await the fuccours- of their friends and ' 
the attack of the unbelievers. A fpeedy mef- 
fenger foon returned from the throne of Medina, 
with the blellings of 0 naar and Ali , the prayers 
of the widows of the prophet, and a reinforce- 
ment of eight thoufund MoflemS. In their way 
they overturned a detachment of Greeks, and 
when they joined at Yermuk the camp of their 
brethren, they found the pleafing intelligence, 
that Caled had already defeated and fcattered the 
Chriftian Arabs of the tribe of Gaffan. In the 
neighbourhood ofBofra, the fprings of mount 
Hermon defeend in a torrent to the plain of De- 
capolis, or ten cities; and the Hieromax, a 
name which has been corrupted to Yermuk , is 
loft after a fhort courfe in the lake of Tiberias 74 . 

The banks of this obfeure ftream were illuftrated 
by a long and bloody encounter. On this mo- 
mentous occafion , the public voice, and the 
modefty of Abu Obeidah , reftored the command 
to the raoft deferving of the Mofiems. Calcd 
affumed his ftation in the front, his colleague 
was polled in the rear f that the diforder of the 
fugitives might be checked by his venerable 

' k 4 



Digitized by Google 



/ 



/ 



24 X THE DECLINE Aft D FALL 

c H a i>. nfpedl and the fight of the yellow banner which 
Li. Mahomet had difplayed before the walls of 
Chaibar. The Jail line was occupied by the 
filler of Derar, with the Arabian women who 
had enlilled in this holy war, who were accuf- 
toiried to wield the bow and the lance, and who 
in a moment of captivity had defended , again ft 
the 'uncircumcifed ravifliers , their challity and 
religion 7S . The exhortation of the generals was 
brief and forcible : “ Paradife is before you , the 
“ devil and hell -fire in your rear.” Yet f'ucli 
was the weight of the Roman cavalry, that the 
light wing of the Arabs was broken und fepar- 
ated from the main body. Thrice did they retreat 
in diforder, and thrice were they driven back 
to the charge by the reproaches and biows of 
the women. In the intervals of action , Abu 
Obeidah vifited the tents of his brethren, pro- 
longed their repofe, by repeating at once the 
prayers of two different hours ; bound up their 
wounds with his own hands , and adminiftered the 
comfortable refiedtion , that the infidels partook 
' of their fufferings without partaking of their re- 
ward. Four thoufand and thirty of the Moflems 
were" buried in the field of battle; and the fkill 
‘of the Armenian archers enabled feven hundred 
to boafl that they had loll an eye in that meri- 
torious fervice. The veterans of the Syrian war 
acknowledged that it was the bardeft and moll 
doubtful of the days which they had feen. But 
it was likewife the mofl decifive : many thoulands 
of die Greeks and Syrians fell by the fwords of 
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the Arabs; many were flaughtered , after the defeat c h a r. 
m the woods and mountains ; many, by rnifiaking li. 
the ford, were drowned in the waters of [he Ycr- 
muk ; and however the lofs may be magnified 
the ChriRian writers confefs and bewail the 
bloody punifliment of their fins 7 . Manuel, the 
Roman general, was either killed at Damafcus, 
or took refuge in the monaRery of mount Sinai. 

An exile in the Byzantine court, Jabalah lament- 
ed the manners of Arabia, and his unlucky pre- 
ference of the ChriRian caufe 7 \ He had once 
inclined to the profefiion of Iflam ; but in the 
pilgrimage of Mecca, Jabalah was provoked to 
Rrike one of his brethren , and fled with amaze- 
ment from the Item and equal juRice of the 
caliph. The victorious Saracens enjoyed at Da- 
mafcus a month of pleafure andrepofe: the fpo I 
was divided by the diferetion of Abu Obcidah: 
an equal fliare was allotted to a foldier and to f 
his horfe , and a double portion was referved for 
the Ifcable courfers of the Arabian breed. 

After the battle of Yermuk, the Roman army Con 'i ueft of 
no longer appeared in the field; and the Saratpns 
might fecurely chufe among the fortified towns 
of Syria, the firR object of their attack. They 
confultcd the caliph whether they fhould march 
to Cxfarea or Jerufalem ; and the advice of Ali 
determined the immediate fiege of the latter. To a 
profane eye, Jerufalem was the firR or fecond capital 
ofPaieRine; but after Mecca and Medina, it was 
revered and vilited by the devout Moflems, as 
the temple of the Holy Land which had been 
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fanctified by the revelation of Mofes , of Jefus , 
and of Mahomet himfelf. The foil of Abu 
Sophian was fent with five thoufand Arabs to 
try the firft experiment of furprife or treaty: but 
on the eleventh day, the town was inverted by 
the whole force of Abu Obeidah. He addreffed 
tlie curtomary fummons to the chief commanders 
and people of jElia 7 *. “ Health and happinefs 

“ to every one that follows the right way ! We 
“ require of you to tcftify that there is but one 
u God, and that Mahomet is his apoftle. If 
t! you refufe this, confent to pay tribute, and be + 
“ under us forthwith. Otherwife I fhall bring 
“ men againrt you who love death better than 
“ you do the drinking of wine or eating hogs 
w flerti. Nor will I ever ftir from you, if it 
“ pleafe God , till I have deftroyed thofe that 
“ fight for you , and made flaves of your child- 
“ rcn.” But the city was defended on every 
fide by deep vallics and fteep afeents; fince the 
invafion of Syria, the walls and towers hgcftieen 
anxioufly reftored; the braveft of the fugitives 
of*ftTermuk had flopped in the neareft place of 
refuge ; and in the defence of the fepulchre of 
Chrirt, the natives and ft rangers might feel fome 
fparks of the enthufiafm which fo fiercely glow- 
ed in the bofoms of the Saracens. The fiege of 
Jerufalem lafted four months; not a day was loft 
without fome adtion of fally or affault ; the military 
engines inceffantly played from the ramparts; 
and the inclemency of the winter was ftill more 
painful and deftrudtive to the Arabs. The Chrif- 
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tians yielded at length to the perfeverance of the chap. 
befiegers. The patriarch Sophronius appeared li. 
on the walls, and by the voice of an interpreter 
demanded a conference. After a vain attempt to 
diffuade the lieutenant of the caliph from his im- 
pious enterprife , he propofed, in the name of 
the people , a fair capitulation , with this extra- 
ordinary claufe, that the articles of fecurity fhould 
be ratified by the authority and prefence of 
Omar himfelf. The queftion was debated in 
the council of Medina; the fandlity of the place, 
and the advice of Ali , perfuaded the caliph to 
gratify the wifhes of his foldiers and enemies , 
and the fimplicity of his journey is more illuftri- 
ons than the royal pageants of vanity and oppref- 
fion. The conqueror of Perlia and Syria was 
mounted on a red camel , which carried , befides 
bis perfon, a bag of corn, a bag of dates, a 
wooden difli, and a leathern bottle of water. 
Wherever he halted , the company , without dif- 
tindlion, was invited to partake of his homely fare, 
and the repaft was confecrated by the prayer and 
exhortation of the commander of the faithful **. But 
in this expedition or pilgrimage, his power was 
exercifed in the adminiftration of juftice ; he re- 
formed the licentious polygamy of the Arabs , 
relieved the tributaries from extortion and cruelty, 
and chaftifed the luxury of the Saracens, by def- 
poiling them of their rich filks, and dragging 
them on their faces in the dirt. When he came 
within fight of Jerufalem , the caliph cried with 
a loud voice , “ God is vi&orious. O Lord give 
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tc us an cafy conqueft;” and pitching his tent o£ 
coarfe hair, calmly feated himfelf on the ground. 
After figning the capitulation, he entered the 
city without fear or precaution; and courtcoufly 
difcourfed with the patriarch concerning its reli- 
gious antiquities **. Sophronius bowed before 
his new mailer, and fecretly muttered, in the 
words of Daniel , “ The abomination of dcfola- 
u tion is in the holy place *\” At the hour of 
prayer , they flood together in the church of the 
Refurredlion ; but ‘the caliph refufed to perform 
his devotions, and contented himfelf with’ pray- 
ing on the fleps of the church of Conllantine. To 
the patriarch he difclofed his prudent and honour- 
able motive. “Had I yielded ,” faid Omar, “to 
“ your requell, the Moflems of a future age 
“ would have infringed the treaty under colour 
“ of imitating my example. ” By his command, 
the ground of the temple of Solomon was pre- 
pared for the foundation of a mofeh **; and, 
during a refidence of ten days, he regulated the 
prefent and future flate of his Syrian conquefls. 
Medina might be jealous, left the caliph fhould 
be detained by the fandlity of Jerufalem or the 
beauty of Damafcus ; her apprehenfions were dif- 
pelled by his prompt and voluntary return to the 
tomb of the apoftle *\ 

To atchicve what yet remained of the Syrian 
'war, the caliph had formed two feparate armies; 
a chofen detachment, under Amrou and Yezid, 
was left in the camp of Palefline ; while the larger 
4 ivifton , under the ftandard of Abu Obeidah and 
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Cak'd, marched away to the no r th againd An- chat. 
tioch and Aleppo. The latter of thefe, the Beroea u. 
of the Greeks, was no‘t yet illudrious as the ca>- # 
pital of a province or a kingdom; and the in- 
habitants , by anticipating their fubmiffion and 
pleading their poverty, obtained a moderate 
compofition for their lives and religion. But the 
cadle of Aleppo ,s , didinft from the city, flood 
erect on a lofty artificial mound : the fides were 
fharpened to a precipice, and faced with free- 
done ; and the breadth of the ditch might be fil- 
led with water from the neighbouring fprings. 

After the lofs of three thoufand men, the garrifon 
was dill equal to the defence; and Youkinna,, ' * 
their Valiant and hereditary chief, had murdered 
his brother, an holy monk, for daring to pro- 
nounce the name of peace. In a fiege of four or 
five months, the hardeft of the Syrian war, great 
numbers of the Saracens were killed and wound- 
ed: their removal to the didance of a mile could 
not fedufee the vigilance of Youkinna; nor could 
the Chridians be terrified by the execution of 
three hundred captives , whom they beheaded 
before the cadle wall. The filence, and at length 
the complaints, of Abu Obeidah informed the 
caliph that their hope and patience were con- 
fumed at the foot of this impregnable fortrefs. 

“ I am -varioufly affetted replied Omar, “ by 
“ the difference of your fuccefs; but I charge 
“ you by no means to raife the fiege of the 
“ cadle. Your retreat would diminidi the repu- 
“ tation of our arms, and encourage the infidels 
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(hap, “to fall upon you on all Tides. Remain before 
li. “ Aleppo tifl God fliall determine the event, and 
“ forage with your horfe round the adjacent 
“ country.” The exhortation of the commander 
of the faithful was fortified by a fupply of vo- 
lunteers from all the tribes of Arabia, who ar- 
rived in the camp on horfes or camels. Among 
thefe was Dames , of a fervile birth , but of 
gigantic fize and intrepid refolution. The forty- 
feventh day of his fervice he propofed , with 
only thirty men, to make an attempt on the 
caftle. The experience and teRimony of Caled 
recommended his olfer ; and Abu Obeidah ad- 
• monilhed his brethren not to defpife the bafer 
origin of Dames, fince he himfelf, could he re- 
linquilh the public care, would cheerfully ferve 
under the banner of the Have. His ‘defign was 
covered by the appearance of a retreat; and the 
camp of the Saracens was pitched about a league 
from Aleppo. The thirty adventurers lay in 
ambufli at the foot of the hill; and Dames at 
•length fucceeded in his enquiries, though he was 
provoked by the ignorance of his Greek captives. 
“ God curfe thefe dogs,” faid the illiterate Arab, 
“ what a Rrange barbarous language they fpeak!” 
At the darkefi: hour of the night, he fealed the 
moR accefifible height which he had diligently 
furveyed , a place where the Rones were lefs 
entire, or the Hope lefs perpendicular, or the 
^ guard lets vigilant. Seven of the RouteR Saracens 
mounted on each others Ihoulders , and the 
Weight of the column >yas fuRained on the brpad 
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and finewy back of the gigantic Have. The chap. 
foremoft in. this painful afcent could gTafp and li. 
climb the loweft. part of the battlements : they ’ 
filently llabbcd and call down the fentinels; aiid 
the thirty brethren , repeating a pious ejaculation, 

“ O apoftle of God, help and deliver us!” were 
fucceffively drawn up by the long folds of their 
turbans. With bold and cautious footfteps, Da- 
mes explored the palace of the governor, who 
celebrated, in riotous merriment, the feftival of 
Iiis deliverance. From thence, returning to his 
companions, he affaulted on the infide the en- 
trance of the caftle. They overpowered the guard, 
unbolted the gate, let down the drawbridge, and 
defended the narrow pafs, till the arrival of Caled, 
with the dawn of day, relieved their danger and 
allured their conqueft. Youkinna, a formidable 
foe, became an a dive and ufeful profelyte; and 
the general of the Saracens expreired his regard 
for the mod humble merit, by detaining the 
army at Aleppo till Dames was cured of his 
honourable wounds. The capital of Syria was 
flill covered by the caftle of Aazaz and the iron 
• bridge of the Orontes. After the lofs of thofe im- 
portant pofts, and the defeat of the laft of the Ro- 
man armies, the luxury of Antioch '* trembled and 
obeyed. Her fafety was ranfomed with three 
hundred thousand pieces of gold; but the throne 
of the fucceflors of Alexander, the feat of the 
Roman government in the Ea'ft, which had been • 
decorated by Cxfar with the titles of free , ind 
holy , and inviolate , wat degraded under thf 
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chap, yoke of the caliphs to the fecondary rank of a 
J.l. provincial town *\ 

Fiieht of * j n t j ie jjf e 0 f Heraclius, the glories of the Per- 
a. n. 638, fian war are clouded on either hand by the dif- 
grace and weaknefs of his more early and his 
later days* When the fuccelfors of Mahomet 
tinfhcathed the fword of war and religion , he 
was altonifhed at the boundlefs profped of toil 
and danger; his nature was indolent, nor could 
the infirm and frigid age of the emperor be kind- 
led to a fecond effort. The i’enfe of fliame, and 
the importunities of the Syrians , prevented his 
hafty departure from the lcene of adion ; but 
the hero was no more; and the lofs of Damafcus. 
and Jerufalem, the bloody fields of Aiznadin and 
Yermuk, may be imputed in fome degree to the 
abfence or mifeondud of the fovereign. Inftead 
of defending the fepulchre ol Chrift, he involved 
/ the church and Hate in a metaphyfical controverfy 
for the unity of his will; and while Heraclius 
crowned the offspring of his fecynd nuptials, lie 
was tamely flripped of the moft valuable part of 
their inheritance. In the cathedral of Antioch , 

Y in the prefence of the bifhops, at the foot of the • 
crucifix, he bewailed the fins of the prince and 
people; but his confelfion inftruded the world, 
that it was vain, and perhaps impious, to refill . 
the judgment of God. The Saracens were in- 
vincible in fad , fince they were invincible in 
opinion; and the rfcfertion of Youkinna, his fulfe 
repentance and repeated perfidy ; might jultify 
the fufpicioiv of the eir.peror, that he was encom- 
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pafled by traitors and apoftates, who confpired 
to betray his perfon and their country to the 
enemies of Chrift. In the hour of adverfitv, his 
fuperdition was agitated by the omens and dreams 
of a falling crown ; and after bidding an eternal 
farewel to Syria, he fecretly embarked with a 
few attendants, and abfolved the faith. of his 
fubje&s Conftantine, his eldeft fon, had been 
ftationed with forty thoufand men at Cxfarea, 
the civil metropolis of the three provinces of 
Faleftine. But his private intereff recalled him 
to the Byzantine court; and, after the flight of 
his father, he felt himfelf an unequal champion 
to the united force of the caliph. His vanguard 
was boldly attacked by three hundred Arabs and 
a thoufand black flavcs , who, in the depth of 
winter , had climbed the fnowy mountains of 
Libanus , and who. were fpetdlly followed by 
the victorious fquadrorts of Caled himfelf. From 
tbe north and fouth the troops of Antioch and 
Jerufalem advanced along the fea Ihore , till 
their banners were joined under the walls of the 
Phoenician cities : Tripoli and l yre were be- 
trayed ; and a fleet of fifty tranfports , which 
entered without diftruft the captive harbours, 
brought a feafonable fupply of arms and provi- 
fions to the camp of the Saracens. Their labours 
were terminated by the unexpected furrender of 
Cxfarea: the Roman prince had embarked in tbe 
night 8 *; and the defencelefs citizens folicited their 
pardon with an ottering of two hundred thoufand 
pieces of gold. The remainder of the province 

VOL; IX. S 



C B IV ft 

LI. 



£n<t of the 
Syrian war. 



Digitized by Google 




CHAP. 

LI. 



Ttie con- 
querors of 
Syria-, 

A D. 

633 — 639. 



£58 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

9 

Ramlah , Ptolemais or Acre , Sichem or Neapolis, 
Gaza, Afcalon, Berytus, Sidon, Gabala, Laodi-* 
cea, Apamea, Hierapolis , no longer prefumed 
to difpute the will of the conqueror ; and Syria 
bowed under the feeptre of the qaliphs feven 
hundred years after Pomp'ey had defpoiled the 
lafl of- the Macedonian kings 

The fieges and battles of fix campaigns had 
confumed many thoufands of the Moflems. They 
died with the reputation and the checrfulnefs of 
martyrs; and the funplicity of their faith may 
be expreffed in the words of an Arabian youth, 
when he embraced, for the laft time, his fifter 
and mother: “ It is not, ” faid he, “ the 
“ delicacies of Syria , or the fading delights 
“ of this world , that have prompted me to 
“ devote my life in the caufe of religion . 
“ But I feek the favour of God and his apoflle ; 
“ and I have, heard , from one of the com' 
“ panions of the prophet , that the fpirits *>f 
“ the martyrs will be lodged in the crops of 
“ green birds, who fhall tafte the fruits, and 
“ drink of ‘the rivers, of paradife. Farewel, we 
“ fhall meet again among the groves and 
“ fountains which God has provided for his 
“ eledt. ” The faithful captives might exercife 
a paffive and more arduous refolution; and a 
coufin of Mahomet is celebrated for refilling , 
after an abftinence of three days, the wine and 
pork, the only nourifhment that was allowed 
by the malice of the infidels. The frailty of fome 
weaker brethren exafperated tlie implacable fpiris 
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of fanaticifm ; and the fatlver of Amer deplored, 
in pathetic {trains; the apoftacy and damnation 
• of a fon, who had renounced the promises of 
» God, and the iuterceffion of the prophet, to 
occupy, with the priefts and deacons, the loweft 
manfions of hell. The more fortunate Arabs y 
who furvived the war and perfevered in the 
faith, were reftrained by their abftemious leader 
from, the abufe of profperity. After a refrefhment 
of three days, Abu Obeidah withdrew his troops 
from the pernicious contagion of the luxury of 
Antioch, and allured the caliph that their religion 
and virtue could only be preferred by the hard 
difeipline of poverty and labour. But the Virtue 
of Omar, however rigorous to himfelf, was kind 
and liberal to his brethren. After a juft tribute 
of praife and thankfgiving , he dropt a tear of 
compaftion ; and fitting down on the ground , 
Wrote an anfwer, in which he mildly cenfured 
the feverity of his lieutenant: “ God, ” faid the 
fuccelfor of the prophet, “has not forbidden the 
“ ufe of the good things of this world to faithful 
“ men, and fuch as have performed good works. 
“ Therefore’ you ought to have given them 
“ leave to reft themfelves, and partake freely of 
“ thofe good things which the country affordeth. 
“ If any of the Saracens has no family in Arabia, 
“ they may marry in Syria ; and whofoever of 
“ them wants any female Daves, he may pur- 
“ chafe as many as he hath occafion for. ” '1 hd 
conquerors prepared to ufe, or to abufe, this 
gracious permillion; but the year of their triumph 
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•was marked by a mortality, of men and cattle; 
and twenty-five thoufand Saraeens were fnatchcd 
awav from the polfellion of Syria. The death of • 
Abu Obeidah might be lamented by the Chrif- » 
tians ; but his brethren recolleded that he was 
one of the ten eledl whom the prophet had named 
as the heirs of paradife Caled furvived his 
brethren about three years ; and the tomb of 
the fword of God is Ihewn in the neighbour- 
hood of Emefa. His valour, which founded in 
Arabia and Syria the empire of the caliphs, was 
fortified by the opinion of a fpecial providence ; 
and as long as he wore a cap, which had been 
blefied by Mahomet, he deemed himfelf invul- 
nerable amidlf the darts of the infidels. 

The place of the fiffi: conquerors was fupplied 
by a new generation of their children and coun- 
trymen ; Syria became the feat and fupport of 
the houfe of Ommiyah ; and the revenue , the 
fjldiers, the flops of that powerful kingdom, 
were 'confecratcd to enlarge on every fide the 
empire of the caliphs. But the Saracens defpife 
a fuperfluity of fame; and their hiftorians fcarcely 
condefcend to mention the fubordintfte conquefts 
which are loll in the fplendour and rapidity of 
their victorious career. To the north of Syria , 
they palfed mount Taurus, and reduced to their 
obedience the province of Cilicia , with its 
capital Tarfus , the ancient monument of the 
A (Tyrian kings. Beyond a fccond ridge of the 
fame mountains, they fpread the flame of war , 
rather than the light of religion, .as far as the 
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Ihores of tlie Euxine and the neighbourhood of 
Conftantinople. To the tajl they advanced to 
the banks and fources of the Euphrates and Ti- 
gris ** : the long-difputed barrier of Rome and 
Perfia was for ever confounded ; the walls of 
Edeffa and Amida, of Dara and Nifibis, which 
had refilled the arms and engines of Sapor or 
Nufhirvan, were levelled in the duff; and the 
holy city of Abgarus might vainly produce the 
epiftle or the image of Ch rift to an unbelieving 
conqueror. To the iurj}, the Syrian kingdom is 
bounded by the fea : and the ruin of Aradus, a 
fmall ifland or peninfula on the coaft , was 
poftponed during ten years. But the hills of 
Libanus abounded in timber, the trade of Phoe- 
nicia was populous in mariners ; and a fleet 
of feventeen hundred barks was equipped and 
manned by the natives of the defert. The Impe- 
rial navy of the Romans fled before them from 
the Pamphylian rocks to the Hellefpont; but the 
fpirit of the emperor, a grandfon of Her^clius, 
had been fubdued before the combat by a dream ' 
and a pun ,5 . The Saracens rode mafters of the 
fea; and the iflands of Cyprus, Rhodes, and 
the Cyclades , were fucceffively expofed to their 
rapacious vifits. Three hundred years before the 
Chriftian ?era , the memorable though fruitlefs 
fiege of Rhodes M by Demetrius, had furnifhed 
that maritime republic with the materials and ihe 
fubjecl of a trophy. A gigantic ftatue of Apollo 
or the fun, feventy cubits in height, was erected 
at the entrance pf the harbour, a monument, of 
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the freedom and the arts of Greece. After (landing 
fifty- fix years, the colofTus of Rhodes was over- 
thrown by an earthquake: but the maffy trunk, 
and huge fragments, lay feattered eight centuries 
on the ground , and are often deferibed as one 
of the wonders of the ancient world. They were 
collected by the diligence of the Saracens , and 
fold to a Jewilh merchant of Edeffa, who is 
faid to have laden nine hunched camels with the 
weight of the brafs metal: an enormous weight, 
though we fhould include the hundred coloffal 
figures ,s , and the three thoufand ftatues , 
which adorned the profperity of the city of the 
fun. 

II. The conqueft of Egypt may be explained 
by the character of the victorious Saracen , one 
of the firfl. of his nation , in an age when the 
meaneft of the brethren was exalted above his 
nature by the fpirit of enthufiafm. The birth of 
Amrou was at once bafe and illultrious :' bis 
mother, a notorious proftitute, was unable to 
decide among five of the Koreifh ; but the proof 
of refemblance adjudged the child to Aali the 
oldetl of her lovers *•*. The youth of Amrou 
was impelled by the paflions and prejudices of 
his kindred : his poetic genius was exercifed in 
fatirical verfes againll the perfon and doCtrine of 
IYlahomct; his dexterity was employed by the 
reigning fadion to purfue the religious exiles 
who had taken refuge in the court of the ./Ethio- 
pian king ”. Yet he returned from this embafly, 

si fccrct profelyte ; his reafor^ or his intereff 
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determined him to renounce the worfhip of c 
idols; he efcaped from Mecca with his friend 
• Caled, and the prophet of Medina enjoyed at 
the fame moment the fatisfaiRion of embracing 
the two firmefi: champions of his caufe. The 
impatience of Amrou to lead the armies of thef 
faithful , was checked by the reproof of Omar , 
who advifed him not to feek power and 
dominion* fincc he who is a fubjedt to-day, 
may be a prince to-morrow. Yet his 1 merit was 
uot overlooked by the two firff fucccfibrs of 
Mahomet; they were indebted to his arms for the 
conquefi of PaleRine ; and in all the battles and 
fieges of Syria, he united with the temper of a 
chief, the valour of an adventurous foldicr. 'tn a 
vifit to Medina, the caliph exprefled a willi to 
furvey the fword which had cut down fo many 
Chriftian warriors: the fon of Aafi unlheathed a 
fhort and ordinary feymetar; and as he perceived 
the furprrfe of Omar, “ Alas , ” faid the modefl: 
Saracen , “ the fword itfelf, without the arm of 
te its mafier, is neither (harper nor more weighty 
cc than the fword of Pharezdak the poet **. ” 
After the conqueft of Egypt , he was recalled 
by the jealoufy of the caliph Othman ; but in 
the fubfequent troubles, the ambition of a foldier, 
a ftatefman, -»and an orator, emerged from a 
private (ration. His powerful fupport, both in 
council and in the field , eftablilhed the throne 
of the Ommiades; the adminlfiration and revenue 
of Egypt 'were reftored by the gratitude o£ 
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Moawiyah to a faithful friend who had raifed 
himfelf above the rank of a fubjed; and Amrou 
ended his days in the palace and city which he 
had founded on the banks of th§ Nile. His dying 
fpeech to his children is celebrated by the Ara- 
bians as a model of eloquence and wifdom : he 
deplored the errors of his youth ; but if the 
penitent was dill infected by the vanity of a 
poet, he might exaggerate the venom and mif- 
chief of his impious compofitions **. 

From his camp , in Paleltine , Amrou had 
furprifed or anticipated the caliph’s leave for 
the invafion of Egypt **'. The magnanimous 
Omar trufled in his God and his fword, which 
had (haken the thrones of Chofroes and Caefar; 
but when he compared the (lender force of the 
Modems with the greatnefs of the enterprife , 
he condemned his own rafhnefs, and lillened to 
his timid companions. The pride an.d the great- 
nefs of Pharaoh were familiar to the readers of 
the Koran ; and a tenfold repetition of prodigies 
had been fcarcely fufficient to effed , not the 
vidory, but the flight, of fix hundred thoufand 
of the children of Ifrael : the cities of Egypt 
were many and populous; their architedure was 
ftrong and folid ; the Nile, with its numerous 
branches, was alone an infuperabie barrier; and 
the granary of the Imperial city would be ob- 
ftinately defended by the Roman powers. In 
this perplexity, the commander of the faithful 
refigned himfelf to the decifion of chance , or, 
in liis opinion, of providence. At the head of 
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only fou,r thotifand Arabs , the intrepid Amrou chap. 
had marched away from his ftation of Gaza when LI. 
he was overtaken by the meffenger of Omar. 

“ If you are flill in Syria, ” faid the ambiguous 
mandate, “ retreat without delay; but if, at the 
“ receipt of this cpiftle, you have already reached 
“ the frontiers of Egypt , advance with confi- 
<c dence, and depend on the fuccour of God and 
“ of your brethren. ” The experience, perhaps 
the fecret intelligence , of Amrou had taught 
him to fufpect the mutability of courts; and he 
continued his march till his tents were unquef- 
tionably pitched on Egyptian ground. He there 
nlfembled his officers, broke the feal, perufed 
the epiftle , gravely enquired the name and 
fituation of the place , and declared his ready 
obedience to the commands of the caliph. After 
a fiege of thirty days , he took pofleflion of 
Farmah or Pelufium ; and that key of Egypt, 
as it has been juffly' named, unlocked the entrance 
of the country, as far as the ruins of Heliopolis 
and the neighbourhood of the modern Cairo. 

On the weftern fide of the Nile, at a fmall The cities of 
diftance to the eaft of the pyramids, at a fmall 
diftance to the fouth of the Delta, Memphis , and Cairo, 
one hundred and fifty furlongs in circumference, 
difplayed the magnificence of ancient kings.- 
Under the reign of the Ptolemies and Caefars , 
the feat of government was removed to the 
feacoaft ; the ancient capital was eclipfed by the 
•arts and opulence of Alexandria; the palaces, 
and at length the temples , were reduced to a 
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chat, defolate and ruinous condition : yet , in the age 
J.J. of Auguftus, and . even in that of Conftaptine, 
Memphis was ftiil numbered among the greateft 
and mod populous of the provincial cities , * 1 . 
The banks of the Nile , in this place of the 
breadth of three thoufand feet, were united by- 
two bridges of fixty and of thirty boats, con- 
nected in the middle ftream by the fmall ifland 
of Rouda , which was covered with gardens 
and habitations The eaftern extremity of the 
bridge was terminated by the town of Babylon 
and the camp of a Roman legion, which pro- 
tected the paflage of the river and the fecond 
capital of Egypt. This important fortrefs , which 
might fairly be deferibed as a part of Memphis 
or Mifrah , was inverted by thcr arms of the 
lieutenant of Omar : a reinforcement of four 

thoufand Saracens foon arrived in his camp; anci 
the military engines, which battered the walls, 
may be imputed to the art and labour of his 
Syrian allies. Yet the fiege was protracted to 
feven months* and the ralh invaders were eu- 
compaflecl and threatened by the inundation of 
the Nile ,0, „ Their laft alfault was bold and 
fuccefsful : they parted the ditch , which had 
been fortified with iron fpikes , applied their 
fealing - ladders , entered the fortrefs with the 
fhout of “ God is victorious!” and drove the 
remnant of the Greeks to their boats and the 
ifle of Rouda. The fpot was afterwards recom- 
mended to the conqueror by the eafy commu- 
nication -\vith the gulf and the peninfula of 
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Arabia: the remains of Memphis were deferted : chap. 
the tents of the Arabs were converted into u. 
permanent habitations j and the firft mofeh was 
blcffed by the prefence of fourfeore companions 
cf Mahomet “b A new city arofc in their camp 
on the eaftward bank of the Nile ; and the 
contiguous quarters of Babylon and Foftat are 
confounded in their prefent decay by the appel- 
lation of old Mifrah or Cairo , of which they 
form an extenfive fuburb. -But the name of 
Cairo, the town of vidtory, more flridly belongs 
to the modern capital , which was founded in 
the tenth century by the Fatimite caliphs ‘bb It 
has gradually receded from the river , but the 
continuity of buildings may be traced by an 
attentive eye from the monuments of Sefoftris to 
thofe of Saladin I0 b 

Yet the Arabs, after a glorious and profitable VoInntar y 

■ p r ^ . 1 ■ * 1 filb mi (lion of 

enterprile , mutt have retreated to the delert, theCopts or 
bad they not found a powerful alliance in the Jacobites, 
heart of the country. The rapid conqueft of A ‘ D ' 
Alexander was alhfled by the fuperfthion and 
revolt of the- natives: they abhorred their Perfian 
oppreffors , the difciples of the Magi, who had 
burnt the temples of Egypt, and feafted with 
facrilcgious appetite on the flefii of the god 
Apis I0 b After a period of ten centuries the fame 
revolution was renewed by a fimilar caufe; and 
in the fupport of an incomprehenfible creed , the 
zeal of the Coptic Chriftians was equally ardent, 

I have already explained the origin and progrefs 
of the Monophyfite controverfy, and the perfe- 
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chap, cution of the emperors, which converted a feci 
II. into a nation, and alienated Egypt from their 
religion and government. The Saracens were 
received as the deliverers of the Jacobite church ; 
and a fecret and effectual treaty was opened 
during the fiege of Memphis between a victori- 
ous army and a people of flaves. A rich and 
noble Egyptian , of the name of Mokawkas , 
had diffembled his faith to obtain the adminiftra- 
tion of' his province : in the diforders of the 

Perfian war he afpired to independence : the 
embafiy of Mahomet ranked him among princes; 
but he declined, with rich gifts and ambiguous 
compliments, tjie propofal of a new religion '**, 
The abufe of his truft cxpofed him to the refent- 
ment of Heraclius; his fubmiflion was delayed 
by arrogance and fear; and his confcicnce was 
prompted by intereft to throw himfelf on the 
favour of the nation and the fupport of the Sara- 
cens. In his firft conference with Amrou , he 
heard without indignation the ufual option of 
the Koran, the tribute or the fword. “ The 
“ Greeks, ” replied Mokawkas, “are determined 
“ to abide the determination of the fword ; but 
<c with the Greeks I defire no communion, either 
“ in this world or in the next, and I abjure 
“ for ever the Byzantine tyrant, his fynod of 
<l Chalccdon, and his Melchite flaves. For myfclf 
“ and my brethren , we are refolved to live and 
die in the profelfion of the gofpel and unity 
“ of Chrift. It is impoflible for us to embrace 
the revelations of your prophet; but \ye are 
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defirous of peace , and cheerfully fubmit to c il A P. 
“ pay tribute and obedience to his temporal LI. 

“ fuccelfors. ” The tribute was afcertaincd at 
two pieces of gold for the head of every Chrif- 
tian ; but old men, monks, women, and children, 
of both fexes, under fixteen years of age, were 
exempted from this perfonal alfefTincnt : the Copts 
above and below Memphis fwore allegiance to 
the caliph, and promifed an hofpitable entertain- 
ment of three days to every Mufulman who 
fhould travel through their country. By this 
charter of fecurity, the ecclefiadical and civil 
tyranny of the Melchites was deftroyed : the 
anathemas of St. Cyril were thundered fiom every 
pulpit; and the facrcd edifices, with the patri- 
mony of the church, were reftored to the national 
communion of the Jacobites, who enjoyed with- 
out moderation the moment of triumph and 
revenge. At the prelling fummons of Amrou, 
their patriarch Benjamin emerged from his defert, 
and, after the firft interview, the courteous Arab 
affected to declare, that he had never converfed 
with a Chriltian pried of more innocent manners 
and more venerable afpcct ***. In the march from 
. Memphis to Alexandria the lieutenant of Omar 
entrulled his fafety to the zeal and gratitude of 
the Egyptians: the roads and bridges were dili- 
gently repaired; and in every ftep of his progrefs, 
he could depend on a conltant fupply of provi- 
fions and intelligence. The Greeks of Egypt, 
whofe numbers could fcarcely equal a tenth of « 
the natives, were overwhelmed by the univerfal 
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defection ; they had ever been hated , they were 
no longer feared: the magiftrate fled from his 
tribunal, the bilhop from his altar; and the diltant 
garrifons were furprifed or flarved by tl»e fur- 
iounding multitudes. Had not the Nile afforded 
a fafe and ready conveyance to the fea, not an 
individual could have efcaped , who by birth , 
or language, or office, or religion, was connected 
with their odious name. 

By the retreat of the Greeks from the provin- 
ces of Upper Egypt, a confiderable force was 
collected in the ifland of Delta : the natural and 
artificial channels of the Nile afforded a fuccef- 
fion of ftrong and defenfible polls; and the road 
to Alexandria was laborioufiy cleared by the 
vidtory of the Saracens in two and twenty days 
of general or partial combat. In their annals of 
conqueft, the fiege of Alexandria 111 is perhaps 
the moll arduous and important enterprife. The 
firft trading city in the world was abundantly 
replenilhed with the means of fubfiftence and de- 
fence. Her numerous inhabitants .fought for the 
dcarefl of human rights, religion and property; 
and the enmity of the natives feelned to ex- 
clude them from the common benefit of peace 
and toleration. The fea was continually open; 
and if Heraclius had been awake to the public 
diltrefs, frefh armies of Romans and Barbarians 
might have been poured into the harbour to 
fave the fecond capital of the empire. A circumfer- 
ence of ten miles would have fcattered the for- 
ces of the Greeks , and favoured the flratagems 
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of an aCive enemy; but the two (ides of an ob- 
long fquare were covered by the fea -and the 
lake Macerotis , and each of the narrow ends 
expofed a front of no more than ten furlongs. 
The efforts of the Arabs were not inadequate to 
• the difficulty of the attempt and the value of 
the prize. From the throne of Medina, the 
eyes of Omar were fixed on the Camp and city: 
Ins voice excited to arms the Arabian tribes and the 
Veterans of Syria'; and the merit of an holy war 
"Was recommended by the peculiar fame and fer- 
tility of Egypt. Anxious for the ruin or expul- 
fibn of their tyrants , the faithful natives devoted 
their labours to the fervice of Amrou ; fome 
fparks of martial fpirit were perhaps rekindled by 
the example of their allies ; and the fanguinC 
hopes of Mokawkas had fixed his fepulchre in 
the church of St. John of Alexandria. Eutychius 
the patriarch obferves , that the Saracens fought 
tvith the courage of lions; they repulfed the fre- 
quent and almoft daily fallies of the befieged, and 
foon alfaulted in their turn the walls and towers of 
the city. In every attack, the fword, the banner of 
Amrou, glittered in the van of the Modems. On 
a memorable day, he was betrayed by his impru- 
dent valour: his followers who had entered the 
citadel were driven back; and the general, - with 
a friend and a flave, remained a prifoner in the 
hands of the Chriftians. When Amrou was con- 
duced before the pnefedt , he remembered his 
dignity and forgot his fituation ; a lofty demeanour, 
and refolute language, revealed the lieutenant 



H A I*. 
LI. 



Digitized by Google 



( 



272 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap, of the caliph, and the battle-axe of a foldier 
Li. was already raifed to ftrike oft the head of 
the audacious captive/ His life was faved by 
the. readinefs of his Have, who inftantly gave his 
mailer a blow on the face, and commanded him, 
with an angry tone , to be filent in the prefence 
of his fuperiors. The credulous Greek was de- 
ceived : he liftened to the offer of a treaty , and 
his prifoners were difmilfed in the hope of a 
more refpedlable embaffy, till the joyful accla- 
mations of the camp announced the return of 
their general, and infulted' the folly of the in- 
fidels. At length, after a liege of fourteen 

months and the lofs of three and twenty 

thoufand men, the Saracens prevailed ; the Greeks" 
embarked their difpirited and diminilhed numbers, 
and the ftandard of Mahomet was planted on 
the walls of the . capital of Egypt. “ I have 

“ taken,” faid Amrou to the caliph, “ the great 

cc city of the Well. It is irapoffible for me to 
“ enumerate the variety of its riches and beauty; 
“and I fhall content myfelf with obl'erving, 

“ that it contains four thoufand palaces , four 
“ thoufand baths, four hundred theatres or pla- 
“ ces of amufement, twelve thoufand fhops for. 
„ the fale of vegetable food , and forty thoufand 
“ tributary Jews. The town has been fubdued 
u by force of arms , without treaty or capitula- 
“ tion , and the Modems are impatient to feize 
“ the fruits of their victory The commander 
of the faithful rejedled with firmnefs the idea 
of pillage, and direded his lieutenant to referve 

the 
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the wealth and revenue of Alexandria for the c h'a t> 
' public fervice and the propagation of the faith : u. 

the inhabitants x^ere numbered ; a tribute was 
impofed; tlie zca! and refentment of the Jacobites 
were curbed, and the Melchites who fubmitted , 

•to the Arabian yoke , were indulged in the ob- 
fcure but tranquil exercife of their worfbip. The 
intelligence of this difgraceful and calamitous 
event afflicted the declining health of the em- 
peror; and Heraclius died of a dropfy about 
feven weeks after the Jofs of Alexandria 
Under the minority of his grandfon, the cl amours 
of a people, deprived of their daily fuftenance, 
compelled the Byzantine court to undertake the 
recovery of the capital of Egypt. I11 the fpace 
of four years, the harbour and fortifications of 
Alexandria were twice occupied by a fleet and 
army of Romans. They were twice expelled * 
by the valour of Amrou, who was recalled by 
the domeftic peril from the diftant wars of Tri- 
poli and Nubia. But the facility of theattempt, the 
repetition of the infitlt, and the obftinacy of the 
refiftance provoked him to fwear, that if a third time 
he drove the' infidels, into the fea, he would render 
Alexandria as acceflible on all fides as the houfe 
of a proftitute. Faithful to his promife, he dif* 
mantled feveral parts of the walls and towers , 
but the ’people was fpared in the challifement of 
the city, and the mofeh of Mercy was erected, on 
the fpot where the victorious genera] had flopped 
the fury of his troops. 

1 fhould deceive the expectation of .the reader, Tiii Aiexm- 
VOL. IX, . • T 'Irian liln.tr J. 
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if I paffed in filence the fate of the Alexandrian 
library, as it is defcribed by the learned Abul- 
pharagius. The fpirit of Amrou was more curi- 
ous and liberal than that of his bretlyen, and in 
his leifure hours, the Arabian chief was pleafed 
with the converfation of John, the laft difciple. 
of Ammonius , and who derived the furname of 
Philoponus , from his laborious fludies of grammar 
and philofophy Emboldened by this familiar 
intercourfe, Philoponus prefumed to folicit a gift, 
ineftimable in his opinion , contemptible in that 
of the Barbarians; the royal library, which 
alone, among the fpoils of Alexandria, had not 
been appropriated by the vifit and the teal of the 
conqueror. Amrou was inclined to gratify’the wifli 
of the grammarian , but his rigid integrity refuted 
to alienate the minuteff objedt without the content 
of the Caliph; and the well-known anfwer of 
Omar was infpired by the ignorance of a fanatic. 
“ If thefe writings of the Greeks agree with 
« the book, of God, they are ufelefs and need 
w not be preferved : if they difagree, they are 
“ pernicious and ought to be dellroyed. ” The 
fentencc was executed with blind obedience: the 
volumes of paper or parchment were diflributcd 
to the four thoufand baths of the city; and fuch 
was their incredible multitude, that fix months 
were barely fufficient for the confumption of 
this precious fuel. Since the Dynafties of Abul- 
pharagius "* have been given to the world in a 
Latin verfion , the tale has been repeatedly trail* 
feribed; and every fcholar, with pious indignation, 
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has deplored the irreparable fhipwrcck of the , 
learning, the arts, and the genius , of anti- 
quity. For my own part, I am llrongly tempted 
to deny both the fadt and the confequences. The 
fact is indeed marvellous; “ Read and wonder! ” 
fays the hiftorian himfelf: and the folitary report 
ofaftranger who wrote at the end of fix hundred 
years on the confines of Media, is overbalanced by 
the fdence of two annalifts of a more early date, 
both Chriftians, both natives of Egypt, and the 
muft ancient of whom, the patriarch Eutychius, 
has amply deferibed the conquelt of Alexan- 
dria " 7 . The /rigid fentence of Omar is repugn 
nant to the found and orthodox precept of the 
Mahometan cafuifts: they exprtfdy declare, that 
the religious books of the Jews and Chriftians, 
which are acquired by the right of war, fhnuld 
riever be committed to the flames; and that the 
works of profane feience , lnftorians or poets, 
phyficians or philofophers , may be lawfully ap- 
plied to the ufe of the faithful ,I *. A more 
deftru&ive zeal may perhaps be attributed to the 
firfl fuccelTofs of Mahomet; yet in this in fiance , 
the conflagration would have fpeedily expired in 
the deficiency of materials. I fhall not recapi- 
tulate the difafters of the Alexandrian library, 
the involuntary flame that was kindled by Cscfar 
in his own defence or the mifehievous bigotry 
of the Chriftians who ftudied to deftroy the 
monuments of idolatry But if we gradually 
defeend from the age of the Antoriines to that 
of Theodoiius, yft fhall learn from a chaiu ©f 

T * 
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P- contemporary witneffes , that the royal palace 
and the temple of Serapis, no longer contained 
the four, or the feven, hundred thoufand volumes, 
which had been alTembled by the curiofity and 
magnificence of the Ptolemies Perhaps the 
church and feat of the patriarchs might be en- 
riched with a repofitoi'y of boohs; but if the 
ponderous mafs of Arian and Monophyfite con- 
troverfy were indeed coiifumed in the public 
baths a philofopher may allow, with a fmile , 
that it was ultimately devoted to the benefit of 
mankind. I fincerely regret the more valuable 
libraries which have been involved in the ruin 
of the Roman empire ; but when I ferioufly com- 
pute the lapfe of ages, the wade of ignorance, 
and the calamities of war, our treafures, rather 
than our Ioffes., are the objedl of my furprife. 
IVIany curious and inte.reding fads are buried in 
oblivion; the three great hidorian* of Rome have 
been tranfmittcd. to our hands in a mutilated (late, 
and wc arc deprived of many pleafing compofi- 
tions of the lyric, iambic, and dramatic poetry 
of the Greeks. Yet we fhould gratefully re- 
member, that the mifchances of time and acci- 
dent have fpared the claffic works to which the 
fuffrage of antiquity had adjudged the firfk 
place of genius and glory: the teachers of ancient 
knowledge, who are dill extant, had perufed 
and compared the writings of their predecef- 
fors nor can it fairly be prefumed that any 
important .truth , any ufeful difcovery in art or 
nature, has been fnatched away from the cu- 
riofity of modern ages. 
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In the adminiflration of, Egypt Amrou chap. 
balanced the demands of juftice and policy ; the ti, 
intereft of the people of the law , who were de- Adminiiira. 
fended by God; and of the people of the alii- L Kypt . 
ance, who were protected by man. In the 
recent tumult of coiiqucft and deliverance, the 
tongue of the Copts and the fword of the Arabs 
were mod adverfe to the tranquillity of the pro- 
vince. To the former, Amrou declared, that 
fadion and falfehood would be doubly chaflifcd; 
by the punilhment of the accufers, whom he 
fhould detefl as his perfonal enemies, and by the 
promotion of their innocent brethren , whom 
their envy had laboured to injure and fupplant. 

He excited the latter by the motives of religion 
and honour to fuftain the dignity of their cha- 
racter, to endear themfelves by a modeft and 
temperate conduct to God and the caliph, to 
fpare and protect a people who had trufled to 
their faith, and to content themfelves with the 
legitimate and fplendid rewards of their vidory. 

In the management of the revenue he difap- 
proved the fimple but oppreflive mode of a 
capitation, and preferred with reafon a propor- 
tion of taxes, deduded on every branch from 
the clear profits of agriculture and commerce. 

A third part of the tribute was appropriated to 
the annual repairs of the dykes and canals, fo 
effential to the public welfare. Under his ad- 
miniflration the fertility of Egypt fupplied the 
dearth of Arabia; and a firing of camels, laden 
corn and provifions, covered almoft -with' 
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p. out an interval the long road from Memphis to 
Medina But' the genius of Amrou foon re- 
newed he maritime communication which had 
been attempted or atchievcd by the Pharaohs, the 
Ptolemies or the Ctefars; and a canal, at lead 
eighty miles in length , was opened from the 
Nile to the Red. Sea. This inland navigation, 
which would have joined the Mediterranean and 
the Indian ocean, was foon difcontinued as ufe- 
lefs . and dangerous : the throne was removed 

from Medina to D.amafcus ; and the Grecian 
fleets might have^ explored a paffage to the holy 
cities of Arabia " 7 . 

3- Of his iiew conqueft, the caliph Omar had an 
imp; riecf knowledge from the voice of fame and 
the legends of the Koran. He requelled that his 
lieutenant would place before his eyes the realm 
of Pharaoh and the Amalekites ; and the anfwer 
of Amrou exhibits a lively and not unfaithful 
picture of that Angular country “ O com- 
“ mander of the faithful, Egypt is a compound 
“ of black earth and green plants , between a 
“ pulverifed mountain and a red fand. The dif- 
ct tance from Syene to the fea is a month’s 
journey for an horfeman. Along the valley 
defeends a river, on which the bleflino; of 
“.the lYloft High lepofes both in the evening 
‘‘ and morning , and which rifes and falls with 
** the revolutions of the fun and moon. When 
the annual difpenfation of providence unlocks 
tbs fp rings and fountains that nourilh the earth, 
j the Nile rolls liis (welling and founding waters 
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K through the realm of Egypt : the fields are c 
, “ overfpread by the falutary tiood; and the vil- 
“ lages communicate with eacli other in their 
tl painted barks. The retreat of the inundation 
w dcpofits a fertilizing mud for the reception of 
■“ the various feeds : the crowds of hufbandmen 
0 who blacken the land may be compared to a 
“ fwarm of indnftrious ants; aqd their native in- 
cc dolence is quickened by the lafh of the.talk- 
c ‘ mailer , and the promife of the flowers and 
cc fruits of a plentiful encreafe. Their hope is 
cc feldom deceived ; but the riches which they 
K extraCt from the wheat, the barley, and the 
“ rice, the legumes, the fruit-trees, and the 
“ cattle, are unequally fhared between thofe who 
“ labour aird thofe who poflefs. According to 
“ the viciflitndes of the feafons, the face of the 
“ country is adorned with nJUver wave, a verdant 
“ emerald , and the deep yellow of a golden 
“ harveft Yet this beneficial order is fome- 

times interrupted ; and the long delay and fud- 
den fwcll of the river in the firft year of the con- 
qucfl might afford fomc colour to an edifying 
fable. It is laid , that the annual facrifice of a 
virgin had been interdicted by the piety of 
Omar; and that the Nile lay fallen and inactive 
in his fhallow bed, till the mandate of the caliph 
was caft into the obedient llream, which rofe in 
a Angle night to the height of fixteen cubits. 
The admiration of. the Arabs for their new coil- 
queft encouraged the licence of their romantic 
fpirit. We may read, in the graved authors, 
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that Egypt was crowded with twenty thoufand 
cities or villages' 11 : that-, exclufive of the Greeks 
and Arabs, the Copts alone were found, on the 
affefiment, fix millions of tributary fubjedts 
or twenty millions of either fex and of every 
age : that three hundred millions of gold or 
filver were annually paid to the treafury of the 
caliph ,i! . Our reafon mull be ftartled by thefe 
extravagant affertions ; and they will become 
more palpable, if we affiimc the compafs and 
meafure the extent of habitable ground : a valley 
from the trepic to Memphis , feldom broader 
than twelve miles, and the triangle of the Delta, 
a flat furface of two thoufand one hundred fquare 
leagues, compofe a twelfth part of the magnitude 
of France ,st . A more accurate refearch will 
juftify a more reafonable eftimate. The three 
hundred millions, created by the error of a feribe, 
are reduced to the decent revenue of four mil* 
lions three hundred thoufand pieces of gold, of 
which nine hundred thoufand were confirmed 
by the pay of the foldiers' 11 . Two authentic 
Jills, of the prefent and of the twelfth century, 
are circumfc.cibed within the refpedable number 
of two thoufand feven hundred villages and 
towns IJ ‘. After a long refidence at Cairo , a 
French conful has ventured to affign about four 
millions of Mahometans, Chriftians, and Jews, 
for the ample, though not incredible, foope, of 
the population of Egypt 
IV. The conquefl of Africa, from the Nile to 
the Atlantic ocean was firfl attempted by the 
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arms of the caliph Othman. The pious defign c 11 a p. 
was approved by the companions of Mahomet li. 



and the chiefs of the tribes; and twenty thoufand b v Abdallah, 
Arabs marched from Medina, with the gifts and A ' U ‘ c47 ‘ 



the blefling of the commander of the faithful. 
They were joined in the camp of Memphis by 
twenty thoufand of their countrymen; and the 
conduct of the war was entruded to Abdallah 



the foil of Said and the foder-brothcr of the ca- 



liph , who had lately fupplanted the conqueror 
and lieutenant of Egypt. Yet the favour of the 
prince, and the merit of his favourite , could not 
obliterate the guilt of his apoflacy. The early 
converfion of Abdallah, and his fltilful pen, had 
recommended him to the important office of 
tranferibing the fheets of the Koran : he betrayed 
his trud, corrupted the text, derided the errors 
which he had made , and fled to Mecca to efcape 
the juflice , and expofe the ignorance , of the 
apoftle. After the conqueft of Mecca, he fell 
proftrate at the feet of Mahomet: his tears, and 
t lie entreaties of Othman, extorted a relucdant 
pardon; but the prophet declared that he had fo 
long hefitated , to allow time for fome zealous 
difciple to avenge his injury in the blood of the 
apellate. With apparent fidelity and elfedive 
merit, he ferved the religion which it. was no 
longer his intereft to defert: his birth and talents 
gave him an honourable rank among the Koreifli ; , 

and , in a nation of cavalry, Abdallah was re- 
nowned as the bolded and mod dextrous horfe- 
man of Arabia. At the head of forty thoufand 
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Modems , he advanced from Egypt into the 
unknown countries of the Weft. The fands of 
Barca might be impervious to a Roman legion ; 
but the Arabs were attended by their faithful 
camels $ and the natives of the defert beheld 
without terror the familiar afped of the foil and 
climate; After a painful march, they, pitched 
their tents before the walls of Tripoli ,4 °, a ma- 
ritime .city , in which the name, the wealth, and 
the inhabitants , of the province had gradually- 
centered , and which now maintains the third 
rank among the ftates .of Barbary. A reinforce- 
ment of Greeks was furprifed and cut in pieces 
on the fea-ftiore; but the fortifications of Tripoli 
refilled the firft aflaults ; and the Saracens were 
tempted by the approach of the pnefed Gre- 
gory 1,1 to relinquilh the labours of the fiege for 
the perils and the hopes of a decifive action. If 
his ftandard was followed by one hundred and 
twenty thoufand men , the regular bands of the 
empire mull have been loft in the naked and 
diforderly crowd of Africans and Moors , who 
formed the ftrength, or rather the numbers, of 
liis holt. He rejeded with indignation the option 
of the Koran or the tribute » and during feveral 
days, the two armies were fiercely engaged from 
the dawn of light to the hour of noon, when 
their fatigue and the exceffive heat compelled 
them to feek fhelter and refrelhment in their 
refpedive camps. 1 he daughter of Gregory, a 
maid of incomparable beauty and fpirit, is faid 
to have fought by his fide : from her earlieft 
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youth file was trained to mount on horfeback, chap. 
to draw the bow, and to wield the fcymetar; IX. 
and the richnefs of her arms and apparel were 
confpicuous in the foremoll ranks of the battle. 

Her hand , with an hundred thoufand pieces of 
gold , was offered for the head yof the Arabian 
general, and the youths of Africa were excited 
by the profpedl of the glorious prize. At the 
prelTing folicitation of his brethren , Abdallah 
withdrew his perfon from the held ; but the 
Saracens were difcou raged by the retreat of their 
leader, and the repetition of thefe equal or un- 
fuccefsful conflicts. , ... 

A noble Arabian , who afterwards became the vnory of 
adverfary of Ali and the father of a caliph , had a * e ArJb> 
fignalized his valour in Egypt , and Zobeir 
was the firft who planted a fcating-ladder againft 
the walls of Babylon. In the African war he was 
detached from the flaiidard of Abdallah. On the 
news of the battle, Zobeir, with twelve com- 
panions, cut his way through the camp of the 
Greeks, and prefled forwards, without tailing 
either food or repofe , to partake of the dangers 
of his brethen. He call his eyes round the field: 

Where,” faid he , “ is our general ? ” “ In his 
cc tent.” “ Is the tent a llation for the general 
“ of the Modems?” Abdallah reprefented with 
a blufh the importance of his own life, and the 
temptation that was held forth by the Roman 
prxfed. “ Retort,” faid Zobeir, “on the infidels 
?c their ungenerous attempt. Proclaim through 
* the ranks * that the head of Gregory fhall bo 
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chap, “ repaid with his captive daughter, and the 
Li. “ equal film of one hundred thoufand pieces of 
“ gold.” To the courage and diferetion of Zobeir 
the lieutenant of the caliph entrufted the execu- 
tion of his own ftratagem, which inclined the 
long-difputed balance in favour of the Saracens. 
Supplying by a&ivity and artifice the deficiency 
of numbers, a part, of their forces lay concealed 
in their tents , while the remainder prolonged an 
irregular fkirmilh with the enemy, till the fun 
was high in the heavens. On both fides they 
■retired with fainting fteps : their horfes were un- 
bridled , their armour was laid afide , and the 
hoflile nations prepared , or feemed to prepare, 
for the refrefhment of the evening, and the en- 
counter of the enfuing day. On a fuddgn , the 
charge was founded; the Arabian camp poured 
forth a fwarm of frelh and intrepid warriors; and 
the long line of the Greeks and Africans was 
furprifed, affaulted, overturned, by new fquadrons 
of the faithful, who, to the eye of fanaticifm , 
might appear as a band of angels defeending 
from the fky. The prxfecd himfelf was flain by 
the hand of Zobeir : his daughter , who fought 
revenge and death , was furrounded and made 
. . prifoner : and the fugitives involved in their 
difafler the town of Sufetula , to which they 
efcaped from the fables and lances of the Arabs. 
Sufetula was built one hundred and fifty miles 
to the fouth of Carthage : a gentle declivity is 
watered by a running ftream, and lhaded ’by a 
grove of juniper-trees; and, in the ruins of a 
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triumphal arch, a portico, and three temples of chap. 
the Corinthian order, curiofity may yet admire u. 
the magnificence of the Romans M '. After the 
fall of this opulent city, the provincials and Bar- 
barians implored on ail Tides the mercy of the 
conqueror. His vanity or his zeal might be flat-* 
tered by offers of tribute or profeflions of faith : 
but his Ioffes, his fatigues, and the progrefs of 
an epidemical difeafe, prevented a folid effablifh. 
ment ; and the Saracens , after a campaign of 
fifteen months , retreated to the coniines of 
Egypt , with the captives and the wealth of 
their African expedition. The caliph’s fifth was 
granted to a favourite, on the nominal payjjient 
of five hundred thoufand pieces of gold ; 
but the (late was doubly injured by this falla- 
cious tranfadioa, if each foot-foldier had (hared 
one thoufand , and each horfeman three thou- 
fand, pieces, in the real divifion of the plunder. - 
The author of the death of Gregory was ex- 
peded to have claimed the rnofl precious reward 
of the victory: from his filence it might be pre- 
fumed that he had fallen in the battle, till the 
tears and exclamations of the pnefed’s daughter 
at the fight of Zobeir revealed the valour and 
modefty of that gallant foldier. The unfortunate 
virgin was offered, and almoft rejeded as a flave, 
by her father’s murderer, who coolly 'declared 
that his fword was confecrated to the fervice of 
religion; and that he laboured for a recompenfe 
far above the charms of mortal beauty , or the 
riches of this tranfitory life. A reward congenial 
to his temper, \yas the honourable commiflion 
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of announcing to the caliph Othman the fuccefs 
of his arms. The companions, the chiefs, and 
the people, were affembled in the mofeh of Me- 
dina, to hear the intereftmg narrative of Zobeir; 
and, as the orator forgot nothing except the 
merit of his own counfels and actions, the name 
of Abdallah was joined by the Arabians with 
the heroic names of Calcd and Arnrou 14 \ 

The weftern conquelts of the Saracens were 
fufpended near twenty years, till their difTenfions 
were compofed by the eftablifhment of the houfe 
of Ommiyah: and the caliph Moawiyah was in- 
vited by the cries of the Africans themfelves. 
The^fucceffors of Heraclius had been informed 
of the tribute which they had been compelled 
to ftipulate with the Arabs; but inftead of being 
moved to pity and relieve their diftrefs , they 
impofed , as an equivalent or a fine , a fecond 
tribute of a fimilar amount. The ears of the 
Byzantine minifters were fhut againft the com- 
plaints of their poverty and ruin: their defpair 
was reduced to prefer the dominion of a fingle 
mailer ; and the extortions of the patriarch of 
Carthage, who was inverted with civil and mili- 
tary power, provoked the feclaries, and even 
the Catholics, of the Roman province to abjure 
the religion as well as the authority of their ty- 
rants. The fir ft lieutenant of Moawiyah acquired 
a juft renown, fubdued an important city, de- 
feated an army of thirty thoufand Greeks, fwept 
away fourfeore thoufand captives , and enriched 
with their fpoils the bold adventurers of Syria- 
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and Egypt '**. But the title of conqueror of c H a p. 
Africa is more jufUy due to hi« fuccefTor Akbah. u. 
He marched from Damafcus at the head of ten 
thoufand of the braveft Arabs; and the genuine 
force of the Moflems was enlarged by the doubt- 
ful aid and converfion of many thoufand Bar- 
barians. It would be difficult, nor is it necef- 
fary, to trace the accurate line of the progrefs 
of Akbah. The interior regions have been peopled 
by the Orientals with fictitious armies and imagin- 
ary citadels. In the warlike province of Zab 
or Nu midin , fourfcore thoufand of the natives 
might afiemble in arms; but the number of three 
hundred and fixty towns is incompatible -with 
the ignorance or decay of hufbandry 1,7 ; and a 
circumference of three leagues will not be jufti- 
fied by the ruins of Erbe orLambefa, the ancient; 
metropolis of that inland country.' As we ap- 
proach the fca-coafi: , the well-known cities of 
Bugia 141 and Tangier 144 define the more certain 
limits of the Saracen victories. A remnant of 
trade ftill adheres to the commodious harbour of 
Bugia, which, in a more profperous age, is faid 
to have contained about twenty thoufand houfes; 
and the plenty of iron which is dug from the 
adjacent mountains might have fupplied a braver 
people with the inftruments of defence. The 
remote polition and venerable antiquity of Tingi, 
or Tangier, have been decorated by the Greek 
and Arabian fables; but the figurative expreffions 
of the latter, that the walls were conftru&ed of 
brafs, and that the roofs were covered with gold 
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c H A P. and fdver, may be interpreted as the emblems 
li. of- ftrength and opulence. The province of 
Mauritania Tingitana which a {Turned the 
name of the capital, had been imperfectly dif- 
covered and fettled by the Romans ; the five 
colonics were confined to a narrow pale , and 
the more fouthern parts were feldom explored 
except by the agents of luxury, who fearched the 
forefts for ivory and the citron wood" 1 , and the 
fhores of the Ocean for the purple fhell-fifli. 1 be 
fearlefs Akbah plunged into the heart of the 
country, traverfed the wildernefs in which his fuc- 
cefiors erected the fplendid capitals of Fez and 
Morocco and at length penetrated to the verge 
of the Atlantic and the great defert. The river 
Sus defeends from the weftern Tides of mounr 
Atlas, fertilifes, like the Nile, the adjacent foil, 
and falls into the fea at a moderate diltance from 
the Canary^, or Fortunate , iflands. Its banks 
were inhabited by the lalt of the Moors, a race 
of lavages, without laws, or diferpline, or reli- 
gion ; they were aftonilhed by the flrange and 
irrefiftiblc terrors of the Oriental arms; and as 
they po(Te(Ted neither gold nor fdver, the richeft 
fpoil was the beauty of the female captives. Tome 
of whom were afterwards Told for’ a thonfand 
pieces of gold. The career, though not the zeal, 
of Akbah was checked by the profpetft of a 
boundlefs ocean. He fpurred his horlc into the 
waves, and raifing his eyes to heaven, exclaimed 
with the tone of a fanatic: “Great God! if my 
“ courfe >yerc not ftopped by this fea, I would 

ft;il 
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“ Hill go on, to the unknown kingdoms of the chap. 
“ Weft, preaching the unity of thy holy name, LI. 

“ and putting to the fword the rebellious nations 
“ who worfhip any other gods than thee ,n . v 
Yet this MahometaiCAlexander, who fighed for 
new Worlds, was -unable to preferve his recent 
conquefts. By the univerfal defedion of the Greeks 
and Africans, he was recalled from the (horesof the 
Atlantic, and the furrounding multitudes left hirm 
only the refource of an honourable death. The lad 
fcene was dignified by an example of national • 
virtue. An ambitions chief, who had difputed the 
command and failed in the attempt, was led about 
as a prifoner in the camp of the Arabian general. 

The infurgents had trufted to his difcontent and 
revenge ; he difdained their offers and revealed 
their defigns. In the hour of danger, the grate- 
ful Akbah unlocked his fetters, and advifed him. 
to retire ; he chofe to die under the banner of 
his rival. Embracing as friends and martyrs , 
they unfheathed their fcymetars , broke their 
fcabbards , and maintained an obftinate combat, 
till they fell by each others fide on the laft of 
their llaughtered countrymen. The third general 
or governor of Africa , Zuheir , avenged and 
encountered the fate of his predeceffor. He 
vanquifhed the natives in many battles; he was . 
overthrown by a powerful army, which Conftan- 
tinople had fent to the relief of Carthage. 

It had been the frequent pradliceof the Moorifh Foundation 
* tribes to join the invaders, to fhnrc the plunder , * fC ^ ri jj n ’ 
to profefs the faith , and to revolt to their favage 6-0 — 57?. 
Vol. IX. V 
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g h a p. date of independence and idolatry, on the firfl 
r.h retreat or misfortune of the Mollems. The prudence 
of Akbah had propefed to found an Arabian colony 
in the heart of Africa; a citgde] that might curb 
the- levity of the Barbarians, a place of refuge to 
fecure, again ft the accidents of War, the wealth 
and the families of the Saracens. With this view , 
and under the modeft title of the ftation of a 
caravan, he planted this colony in the fiftieth year 
of the Hegira. In its prefent decay, Cairoan 154 
•ftill holds the fecond rank in the kingdom of 
Tunis i from which it is diftant about fifty miles 
to the fouth its inland fituation, twelve miles 
weftward of the fea, has protected the city from 
the Greek and Sicilian fleets. When the wild 
beads and ferperits were extirpated J when the 
foreft , or rather wilderncfs , was cleared , the 
veftiges of a Roman town were difeovered in a 
fandy plain : the vegetable food of Cairoan is 
brought from afar; and the fcarcity of fprings 
conftrains the inhabitants to colled in cifterns and 
refervoirs a precarious fupply of rain-water. Thefe 
obftacles were fubdned by the induftry of Akbah ; 
he traced a circumference of three thoufand and 
fix hundred paces , which he encompaffcd with 
a brick wall ; in the l'pace of five years , the 
‘ governor's palace was furrounded with a fuflicient 
number of private habitations; a fpacious mofeh 
was fuppotted by five hundred columns of granite, 
jrorphyiv , and Numidian marble ; and Cairoan \ 
became the feat of learning as well as of empire. 

Bwt thefe were the glories of a later age; the new 
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colony was fhnkcn by the fucceflive defeats of c d A p. 
Akbah and Zuheir, and the weftern expeditions j.i; 
were again interrupted by the civil difcord of the 
Arabian monarchy. The fon of the valiant Zobeir 
maintained a war of twelve years, a fiege of feven 
months againft the houfe of Ommiyah. Abdallah 
was faid to unite the fierecnefs of the lion with 
the fubtlety of the fox; but if he inherited the 
courage , he was devoid of the generofity , of 
his father 

The return of domeftic peace allowed the caliph Conquerf of 
Abdalmalek to refume the conqueft of Africa ; C ‘ irt ^ B d’ 
the ftandard was delivered to Haflan governor of w — 
Egypt , and the revenue of that kingdom , witli 
an army of forty thoufand men , was confecrated 
to the important fervice. In the vicillitudes of 
war , the interior provinces had been alternately 
won and loft by the Saracens. But the fea-coaft 
ftill remained in the hands of the Greeks; the 
predeceflors of Haflan had refpected the name and 
fortifications of Carthage; and the number of its 
defenders was recruited by the fugitives of Cabes 
and Tripoli. The arms of Haflan were bolder 
and more fortunate : he reduced and pillaged the 
metropolis of Africa; and the mention of l'caling- 
jadders may juftify thefiifpicion that he anticipated, 
bv a fudden aflault, the more tedious operations 
of a regular fiege. But the joy of the conquerors 
was foOn difturbed by the appearance of the 
Chnftian fuccours. The prefect and patrician 
John, a g'-tieral of experience and renown , em- 
barked at Conftantinople the forces of the Eaftcrri 
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e h a v. empire " 7 ; they were joined by the fhips and 
W. foldiers of Siciiy, and a powerful reinforcement 
of Goths was. obtained from the fears and reli- 

gion of the Spanifh monarch. The weight of the 
confederate navy broke the chain that guarded 
the entrance of the harbour ; the Arabs retired to 
Cairoan, or Tripoli; the Chriftians landed ; the 
citizens hailed the enfign of the crofs, and the 
winter was idly wafted in the dream of vitftory 
or deliverancd. But Africa was irrecoverably loft : 
the zeal and refentment of the commander of the 
faithful prepared in the enfuing fpring a more 
numerous armament by fea and land; and the 
patrician in his turn was compelled to evacuate 
the poll and fortifications of Carthage. A fecond 
battle was fought in the neighbourhood of Utica: 
the Greeks and Goths were again defeated; and 
their timely embarkation faved them from the 
fword of Haffan, who had inverted the flight and 
infufficient rampart of their camp. Whatever yet 
remained of Carthage , was delivered to the flames, 
and the colony of Dido ,<! ° and Ctefar lay defolate 
above two hundred years, till a part, perhaps a 
twentieth , of the old circumference was repeopled 
by the firft of the Fatimite caliphs. In the begin- 
ning of the fix teen th century , the fecond capital 
of the Weft was reprefented by a mofeh, a col- 
lege without ftu dents , twenty-five or thirty /hops, 
and the huts of five hundred peafants, who, in 
their abjetft poverty, difplayed the arrogance of 
the Punic fenators. Even that paltry yilTage was 
fwept away by the Spaniards whom Charles the 
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Fifth had ftationed in the fortrefs of the Goletta. chap. 
The ruins of Carthage have pcrilhed ; and the place li. 
might be unknown if fome broken arches of an 
aqueduct did not guide the footfteps of the inqui- 
fitive traveller 

The Greeks were expelled, but the Arabians Final cob- 
■were not yet mailers of the country. In the in- ' 

terior provinces the Moors or Berbers fo feeble a. n. 
under the hr ft Csefars, fo formidable to the Byzan- 698 703 ‘ 
tine princes, maintained a diforderly reliltance to 
the religion and power ofthefuccefiors of Mahomet. 

Under the flandard of their queen Cahina the 
independent tribes acquired fome degree of union 
and difeipline; and as the Moors refpeCted in their 
females the character of a prophetefs , they attacked 
the invaders with an enthufiafm fimilar to their 
own. The veteran bands of Halfan were inadequate 
to the defence of Africa : the conquefts of an age 
were loll in a fingle day; and the Arabian chief, 
overwhelmed by the torrent, retired to the confines 
of Egypt, and expected, five years, the promifed 
fuccours of the caliph. After the retreat of the * 
Saracens, the victorious prophetefs alfembled the 
Moorilh chiefs , and recommended a meafure of 
flrange and favage policy. “ Our cities , ” faid flie , 

“ and the gold and filver whjch they contain, 

“ perpetually attraCt the arms of the Arabs. Thefe 
<c vile metals are not the objeCts of our ambition ; 

<c we content ourfelves with the fimple productions 
tc of the earth. Let us deflroy thefe cities; let us 
“ bury in their ruins thofe peri.icious treafures; 

“ and when the avarice of our foesfhall be dellitutc 

V 3 
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H a t*. C£ of temptation, perhaps they willceafe to difturb 
q. “ the tranquillity of a warlike people.” I he 
propofal was accepted with unanimous applaufe. 
From Tangier to Tripoli the buildings , or at leaft 
the fortifications , were demolilhed , the fruit-trees 
were cut down , the means of fubfiftence were 
extirpated , a fertile and populous garden was 
phanged into a defert , and the hiftorians of a more 
recent period could difcern the frequent traces of 
the profperity and devaluation of their anceflors. 
Such is the tale of the modern Arabians. Yeti 
flrongly fufpect that their ignorance of antiquity, 
phe Jove of the marvellous , and the fafhion of 
pxtollingthc philofophy of Barbarians , has induced 
them to defcribe, as one voluntary ad , the cala- 
mities of three hundred years fince the firft fury 
pf the Donatifls and Vandals. In the progrefs of 
the revolt Cabir.a had mod probably contributed 
her fhare of deltrudion ; and the alarm of tinivcrfaj 
ruin might terrify and alienate the cities that had 
Reluctantly yielded to her unworthy yoke. They 
no longer hoped , perhaps they no longer wifhed , 
the return of their Byzantine fovereigns : their 
prefect fervitude was not alleviated by the bene- 
fits of order and jultice ; and the molt zealous 
Catholic muft prefer the impeded truths of the 
Koran to the blind and rude idolatry of the Moors. 
The general of the Saracens was again received as 
the faviour of the province : the friends of civil 
Joqety confpircd againft the favages of the land ; 
and the royal prophetefs was flain in thefirll battle 
\yjuclr overturned the bafelcfs fabric of her fuperltr- 
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tion and empire. The fame fpirit revived under the 
j'ucccffor of HafTan : it was finally quelled by 
the a&ivity of Mufa and his two fons; but the 
number of the rebels may be prefumed from that 
of three hundred thoufand captives; fixty thoufand 
of whom , the caliph’s fifth , were fold for the 
profit of the public treafury. Thirty thoufand of 
the Barbarian 1 youth weie enlifted in the troops; 
and the pious labours of Mufa, to inculcate the 
knowledge and practice of the Koran, accuftomed 
the Africans to obey the apofile of God and the 
commander of the faithful. In their climate andL 
government, their diet and habitation, the wan- 
dering Moors refemblcd the Bedoweens of the 
defert. With the religion , they were proud to 
adopt the language , name, and origin, of Arabs: 
the blood of the ftraogers and natives was infen- 
fibly mingled; and from the Euphrates to the 
Atlantic the fame nation might feem to be diffufed 
over the fandy plains of Alia and Africa. Yet I 
will not deny that fifty thoufand tents of pure 
Arabians might be transported over the* Nile , 
and fcattered through the Libyan defect; and I 
am not ignorant that five of the Moorifh tribes 
flill retain their barbarous idiom, with the appel- 
lation and character of vrhitc Africans ,M . 

V. In the progrefs of conquefl from the north 
and fouth , the Goths and the Saracens encountered 
each other on the confines of Europe and Africa. 
In the opinion of the latter, the difference of reli- 
gion isareafonablegroundofenmity and warfare 1 ”*. 
As early as the time of Othman 14 5 their piratical 
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fquadrons had ravaged the coafl: of Andalufia ’**• 
nor had they forgotten the relief of Carthage by 
the Gothic fuccours. In that age, as well as in 
the prefent, the kings of Spain were poffefTcd of 
the fortrefs of Ceuta ; one of the columns of 
Hercules, which is divided by a narrow ftreight 
from the oppofite pillar or point of Europe. A 
fmall portion of Mauritania was ftill wanting to 
the African conqueft; but Mufa, in the pride of 
vidory, was repulfed from the walls of Ceuta, 
by the vigilance and courage of count Julian , the 
general of the Goths. From his difappointment 
and perplexity, Mufa was relieved by an unexpected 
meffage of the Chriftian chief, who offered his 
place, his perfon, and hisfword, to the fucceffors 
of Mahomet, and folicited the difgraceful honour 
of introducing their arms into the heart of Spain ltT . • 
If we enquire into the caufe of his treachery, the 
Spaniards will repeat the popular ftory of his 
daughter Cava of a virgin who was feduced, 
or ravifhed , by her fovereign ; of a father who 
i'acrifTced his religion and country to the thirft of 
revenge. The paffions of princes have often been 
licentious and deftruCtive; but this well-known 
tale, romantic in itfelf, is indifferently fupported 
by external evidence; and the hiftory of Spain 
will fuggeft fome motives of intereft and policy 
paore congenial to the breaft of a veteran ftates- 
man 1,7 . After the deceafe or depofition of Witiza , 
his two fons were fupplanted by the ambition of 
Roderic, a noble Goth, whofe father, the duke 
or governor of a province, had fallen 9 viClim tq 
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the preceding tyranny. The monarchy was Hill chap. 
ele&ive; but the fons of Witiza, educated on the u. 
fteps of the throne, were impatient of a private 
Ration. Their refentment was the more dangerous, 
as it was varniflhed with the diflimulation of courts: 
their followers were excited by fhe remembrance of 
favours and the promife of a revolution; and their 
uncle Oppas, archbilhop of Toledo and Seville, 
was the firft perfon in the church , and the fecond 
in the ftate. It is probable that Julian was involved 
in the difgrace of the unfuccefsful fadtion, that he 
had little to hope and much to fear from the new 
reign; and that the imprudent king could not 
forget or forgive the injuries which Roderic and 
his family had fuftained. The merit and influence 
of the count rendered him an ufeful or formidable 
fubjedt: his eftates were ample, his followers bold 
and numerous, and it was too fatally fhewn that, 
by his Andalufian and Mauritanian commands , 
he held in his hand the keys of the Spanilh 
monarchy. Too feeble, however, to meet his 
fovereign in arms , he fought the aid of a foreign 
power; and his rafli invitation of the Moors and 
Arabs produced the calamities of eight hundred 
years. In his epiftles, or in a perfonal interview, 
he revealed the wealth and nakednefs of his 
country; the 'weaknefs of an unpopular prince; 
the degeneracy of an effeminate people. The 
Goths were no longer the victorious Barbarians, 
who had humbled the pride of Rome, defpoiled 
the queen of nations, and penetrated from the 
Panube to the Atlantic ocean. Secluded from the 
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world by the Pyrenuean mountains, tbe fuccclTors 
of Alaric had (lumbered in a long peace: the wa!f> 
of the cities \Vere mouldered into dud: the youth 
had abandoned the exercife of arms; and the 
prefumption of their ancient renown would expofe 
them i\i a field of battle to the fird affault of the 
invaders. The ambitious Saracen was fired by 
the eafe and importance of the attempt; but the 
execution was delayed till he had confulted the 
commander of the faithful; and his mclTenger 
returned with the permiffion of Walid to annex 
the unknown kingdoms of the wed to the reli- 
gion and throne of the caliphs. In his refidence 
of Tangier, Mufa, with fecrccy and caution, 
continued his correfpondence and hadened his pre- 
parations. But>the remorfe of the confpirators was 
foothed by the fallacious aflurance that he dioukl 
content himfelf with the glory and fpoil , without 
afpiring to edablilh the Modems beyond the 
fea that feparates Africa from Europe 

Before Mufa would trud an army of the faithful 
to the traitors and infidels of a foreign land, he 
made a lefs dangerous trial of their drength and 
veracity. One hundred Arabs, and four hundred 
Africans , paded over , in four veffels , from 
Tangier or Ceuta; the place of their defeent on 
the oppofite fliore of the Freight, is marked by 
the name of Tarif their chief ; and the date of this 
memorable event 1,1 is fixed to the month of 
Ramadan, of the ninety-fird year of the Hegira, 
to the month of July, feven hundred and forty- 
eight years from the Spanifli acra of Cxfar feven 
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hundred and ten after the birth of Chrift. From c it a p. 
their firft ftation, they marched eighteen miles 11. 
through an hilly country to the caftle and town 
of Julian 171 ; on which ( h is ftill called Algezire) 
they beftowed the name of the Green ifland, from 
a verdant cape that advances into the fea. Their 
hofpitable entertainment , the Chriftians who 
joifted their itandard, their inroad into a fertile 
and unguarded province , the richncfs of their 
fpoil, and the fafety of their return , announced 
to their brethren the mod favourable omens of 
vidtory. In theenfuingfpring, five thoufand veterans 
and volunteers were embarked under the command 
ofTarik, a dauntlefs and fkilful foidier, whofurpaf- 
fed the expectation of his chief; and the neccflary 
tranfports were provided by the induftry of their 
too faithful ally. The Saracens landed 177 at the Their f«coi-.i 
pillar or point of Europe; the corrupt and familiar A ' D " ' ril _ 
appellation of Gibraltar [G'bd al Turtle) deferibes April 4 
the mountain ofTarik; and the intrcnchments of 
his camp were the firft outline of thofe fortifications, 
which , in the hands of our countrymen , have 
refifted the art and power of the houfe of Bourbon. 

The adjacent governors informed the court of 
Toledo of the defeent and progrefs of the Arabs; 
and the defeat of his lieutenant Kdeco, who had 
been commanded to feizeand bind the prefumptuous 
ft rangers , admoniflied Roderic of the magnitude 
of the danger. At the royal fummons, the dukes 
and counts, the bilhops and nobles of the Gothic 
monarchy, aflemblcd at the head of their followers; 
and the title of king of the Romans, which is 
employed by an Arabic hiltorian , may be excufcd 
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chap, by the clofe affinity of language, religion, and 
li. manners , between the nations of Spain. His army 
confifted of ninety or an hundred thoufand men; 
a formidable power , if their fidelity and difci- 
pline had been adequate to their numbers. The 
troops of Tarik had been augmented to twelve 
thoufand Saracens ; but the Chriftian malecon- 
tents were attracted by the influence of Julian, 
and a crowd of Africans mod greedily tailed 
the temporal bleflings of the Koran. In the 
ami victory, neighbourhood of Cadiz, the town of Xeres >ri has 
July is . 6 . been illuflrated by the encounter which determined 
the fate of the kingdom; the ftream of the Gua- 
dalete; which falls into the bay , divided the two 
camps, and marked the advancing and retreating 
fkirmilhes of three fucceflive and bloody days, 
On the fourth day , the two armies joined a more 
ferious and decifive iflue ; but Alaric would have 
blufhed at the fight of his unworthy fuccelfor , 
fullaining on his head a diadem of pearls, incum- 
bered with a flowing robe of gold and filken 
embroidery, and reclining on a litter or car of 
ivory drawn by two white mules. Notwith (landing 
the valour of the Saracens , they fainted under 
the weight of multitudes, and the plain of Xeres 
. ~ was overfpread with fixteen thoufand of thrir 
dead bodies. “ My brethren,” faid Tarik to his 
furviving companions , “ the enemy is before you, 
“ the fea is behind ; whither would ye fly ? Follow 
“ your general: I am refolved either to lofe my 
“ life , or to trample on the proflrate king of the 
“ Romans. ” Befides the refource of defpair , he 
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confided in the fecret correfpondence and nocturnal chap. 
interviews of count Julian , with the fons and the n. 
brother of Witiza. The two princes and the 
archbifhop of Toledo , occupied the moft im- 
portant port; : their well-timed defection broke the 
ranks of the Chriftians ; each warrior was prompted 
by fear or fufpicion to confult his perfonal fafety; 
and the remains of the Gothic army were fcattered 
or deftroyed in the flight and purfuit of the three 
following days. Amidft the general diforder, 

Roderic ftarted from his car, and mounted Orelia , 
tlie fleeteft of his horfes ; but he efcaped from a 
# foldier’s death to perilh more ignobly in~the wa- 
ters of the Bcetis or Guadalquivir. His diadem , 
his robes, and his courier, were found on the 
bank; but as the body of the Gothic prince wa9 
loft in the waves , the pride and ignorance of the 
caliph muft haye been gratified with fome meaner 
head, which was expofed in triumph before the 
palace of Damafcus. “ And fuch , ” continues a 
valiant hiftorian of the Arabs, “ is the fate of 
“ thofe kings who withdraw themfelves from a 
“ field of battle ,7 ‘.” 

Count Julian had plunged fo deep, into guilt Ruin of the 
and infamy, that his only hope was in the ruin °“ r t ( !} 1 1 * 
of his country. After the battle of Xeres he A. d. 711. 
recommended the moft effectual meafures to the 
victorious Saracen. “ The king of the Goths is 
“ flain ; their princes have fled before you , the 
“ army is routed , the nation is aftonifhed. Secure 
“ with fuflicicnt detachments the cities ofBoetica; 

“ but in perfon, and without delay , march to the 
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c ii a p. “ royal city of Toledo, ahd allow not the diffracted 
U; “ Chriftians either time or tranquillity for the 
“ election of a new monarch.” Tarik liftened to 
his advice. A Roman captive and profelyte , who 
had been enfianchifed by the caliph himfelf, 
atfaulted Cordova with feven hundred horfe: he 
fwam the river, furprifed the town, and drove 
the Chriilians into the great church, where they 
defended themfelves above three months. Another 
detachment reduced the fea-coafl of Bcetica ; which 
in the Lift period of the IVloorifh power has com- 
prifed iii a narrow fpace the populous kingdom 
• of Grenada. T he march of Tank from the Bcetis • 
to the Tagus 177 , was diiedted through the Sierra 
Morenaj that feparates Andalufia and Caftille, till 
he appeared in arms under the walls ofToledo ,7 \ 
The molt zealous of the Catholics had efcaped 
with the ielics of their faints; and if the gates 
were fhut, it was only till the vidtor had fubfcribecl 
a fair and feafonable capitulation. The voluntary 
exiles were allowed to depart with their effedts ; 
feven churches were appropriated to the Chri'liaii 
worfhip; the archbifhop and his clergy were at 
liberty to exercife their functions, the monks to 
pradtife or negledt their penance; and the Goths 
and Romans were left in all civil and criminal 
cafes to the fuboi'dinate jurifdidtion of their own 
laws and magiftrates. But if the juftice of Tarik 
protedled the Chriilians J his gratitude and policy 
rewarded the Jews , to whofe fecret or open aid 
he was indebted for his moll important acquifitions. 
fgrfecuted by the kings and fynods of Spain , who 
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had often prefTed the alternative ofbaniQiment or c h a p. 
baptifm , that outcaft nation embraced the moment 11. 
of revenge: the companion of their pad and 

prefent ftate was the pledge of their fidelity; and 
the alliance between the difciples ofMofes and of 
Mahomet, was maintained till the final ara of 
their common expulfion. From the royal feat of 
Toledo, the Arabian leader fpread his conquefts 
to the north, over the modern realms of Caftille 
and Leon ; but it is needlefs to enumerate the 
cities that yielded on his approach , or again to 
dcfcribe the table of emerald ,7t , tranfported from 
the Eaft by the Romans , acquired by the Goths 
among the fpoils of Rome, and prefented by the 
Arabs to the throne of Damafcus. Beyond the 
Afturian mountains , the maritime town of Gijon 
was the term 1,0 of the lieutenant of Mufa, who 
had performed , with the fpeed of a traveller, his 
victorious march , of feven hundred miles, from 
the rock of Gibraltar to the bay of Bifcay. The 
failure of land compelled him to retreat; and he 
was recalled to Toledo , to excufe his prefumption 
of fubduing a kingdom in the abfence of his 
general. Spain, which, in a more favage and 
disorderly ftate, had refifted , two hundred years, 
the arms of the Romans, was overrun in a few 
months by thofe of the Saracens ; and fuch was 
the eagernefs of fubmiflion and treaty , that the 
governor of Cordova is fecorded as the only chief 
who fell, without conditions, a prifoner into their 
hands. The caufe of the Goths had been irrevo- 
«ab!y judged in the field ef Xeres ; and, in th* 
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national difmay , each part of the monarchy- 
declined a conteft with the antagonift who had 
vanquished the united ftrengtfi' of the whole ISI . 
That Strength had been wafted by two fucceffive 
feafons of famine and peftilence; and the govern-* 
ors, who were impatient to Surrender, might 
exaggerate the difficulty of colle&ing the provi- 
fions of a fiege. To difarm the Chriftians , Su- 
perftition likewife contributed her terrors; and 
tire Subtle Arab encouraged the report of dreams 
omens, and prophecies, and of the portraits of 
the deftined conquerors of Spain, that; Were dis- 
covered on breaking open an apartment of the 
royal palace. Yet a Spark of the vital flame was- 
dill alive : fome invincible fugitives preferred a 
life of poverty and freedom in the Afturian 
vallies; the hardy mountaineers repulfed the 
Slaves of the caliph; and the Sword of Pelagius 
has been transformed into the Sceptre of the 
Catholic kings "\ ' ^ 

On the intelligence of this rapid fuccefs, the 
applaufe of Mufa degenerated into envy; and he 
began, not to complain, but to fear, thatTarik 
would leave him nothing tq Subdue. At the 
head of ten thoufand Arabs and eight thoufand 
Africans , he pafled over in perfon from Mauritania 
to Spain: the firft of*his companions were the 
nobleft of the Koreifh ; his eldeft Son was left in 
the command of Africa; the three younger bre- 
thren were of an age and Spirit to Second the 
boldeft enterprises of their father. At his landing 
in Algezire, he was refpedfnlly entertained by 
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count Julian, who ftified his inward remorfe, and chap, 
teflified, both in words and actions, that the u. 
viillory of the Arabs had not impaired his attach- 
ment to their caufe. Some enemies yet remained 
for the fword of Mufa. The tardy repentance 
- of the Goths had compared their own numbers 
and thofe of the invaders; the cities from which 
the march of Tarik had declined, .confidered 
themfelves as impregnable; and the brayeft pa- 
triots defended the fortifications of Seville and 
Merida. They were fucceffively befieged and 
reduced by the labour of Mufa , who tranfported 
his camp from the Bcetis to the Anas , from the 
Guadalquivir to the Guadiana. When he beheld 
the works of Roman magnificence, the bridge, 
the aqueducts , the triumphal arches , and the 
theatre, of the ancient metropolis of Lufitania , 

“ I Ihould imagine,'’ faid he to his four compa- 
nions , “ that the human race muft have united 
“ their art and power in the foundation of this 
“ city : happy is the man who fhall become its 
“ mailer ! ” He afpired to that happinefs , but 
the Emeritans fullained on this oecafion the honour 
of their defeent from the veteran legionaries of 
Augu{lus ,, \ Difdaining the confinement of their 
walls, they gave battle to the Arabs on the plain ; 
but an ambufeade rifing from the fiielter of a 
quarry , or a ruin , chaflifed their indiferetion and 
intercepted their return. The wooden turrets of 
afTault were rolled forwards to the foot of the 
rampart; but the defence of Merida was obllinate 
and long; and the cajiic of the martyrs was q. 

Vol. IX. ’ X 
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hap. perpetual teftimony of the Ioffes of the Modems. 
li. The conftancy ot the befieged was at length 
fubducd by famine and defpair; and the prudent 
vidor difguifed his impatience under the names of 
clemency and efteem. The alternative of exile or 
tribute was allowed ; the churches were divided • 
between the two religions; and the wealth of 
thofe who had fallen in the fiege , or retired to 
Gallicia, was confifcated as the reward of the 
faithful. In the midway between Merida and 
Toledo , the lieutenant of Mufa fainted the vice- 
gerent of the caliph , and conducted him to the 
palace of the Gothic kings. Their firfl interview 
was cold and formal : a rigid account was exaded 
of the treafures of Spain: the charader of Tarik 
was expofed to fufpicion and obloquy; and the 
hero was imprifoned , reviled, and ignominioufly 
fconrged by the hand, or the command , of Mufa. 

Yet fo ftrid was the difeipline, fo pure the zeal, 
or fo tame the fpirit, of the primitive Moflems , 
that ,, after this public indignity, Tarik could ferve ' 
and be trufted in the reduction- of the Tarragonefe 
province. A mol’ch was erected atSaragoffa, by 
the liberality of the Koreifh : the port of Barcelona 
was opened to the velfels of Sygia ; and the Goths 
were purfued beyond the Pyrenean mountains 
into their Gallic province of Septimania or Lan- 
guedoc " 4 . In the church of St. Mary at Carcalfone, 
Mufa found, but it is improbable that he left, 
feven cqueftrian ftatues, of mafltf filver; and from 
his term or column ofNarbonne, he returned on 
his/ootfteps to the Gallician and Lufitanian fliorcs 
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of the ocean. During the abfence of the father, his 
fon Abdclaziz chaftifed the infurgents of Seville, 
and reduced, from Malaga to Valencia, the fea- 
coaft of the Mediterranean : his original treaty 
with the difcrfcet and valiant Theodemir I,f will 
reprefent the manners and policy of the times. 
“ The conditions of peace agreed and J worn between 
“ Abdclaziz ; the Jon of Mufa, the fon ofNaJftr,and 
“ Theodemir , prince of the Goths. In the name of 
“ thg moft merciful God, Abdelaziz makes peace 
“ on thefe conditions: that Theodemir fhall not 
“ be difturbed in his principality ; nor any injury 
“ be offered to -the life or property , the wives 
“ and children, the religion and temples, of the 
“ Chriftians : that Theodemir fhall freely deliver 
“ his feven cities , Orihuela , Valentola, Alicant, 
“ Mola , Vacafora, Bigerra ( now Bejar ) , Ora 
“ (orOpta), and Lorca: that he fhall not a (Tift or 
“ entertain the enemies of the caliph , but fhall 
“ faithfully communicate his knowledge of their 
“ holtile defigns : that himfelf, and each of the 
“ Gothic nobles , fhall annually pay one piece of 
c ‘ gold, four mcafures of wheat, as many of 
“ barley, with a certain proportion of honey, 
“ oil , and vinegar; and that each of their vaffals 
“ fhall be taxed at one moiety of the laid impo- 
“ fition. Given the fourth of Regeb , in the year 
“ of the Hegira ninety-four, and fubferibed with 
“ the names of four Mufulman witneffes ,s ‘. u 
Theodemir and his fubjeds were treated with 
uncommon lenity ; but the rate of tribute appears 
to have fluctuated from a tenth to a fifth , accord- 
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3 C8 the decline and fall 

ing to the fubmiffion or obftinacy of theChrif- 
tians In this revolution , many partial cala- 
mities were inflicted by the carnal or religious 
pallions of the enthufiafts: fome churches were 
profaned by the new worfhip : fome relies or 
images were confounded with idols: the rebels 
were put to the fword ; and one town (an obfeure 
place between Cordova and Seville) was razed 
to its foundations. Yet if we compare the inva- 
flon of Spain by the Goths, or its recovery by 
the kings of Caflille and Arragon , we mult 
applaud the moderation and difcipline of the 
Arabian conquerors. 

The exploits of Mufa were’ performed in the 
evening of life, though he affe&ed to difguife his 
age by colouring with a red powder the white’nefs 
of his beard. But in the love of a&ion and glory, 
his breaft was Hill fired with the ardour of youth ; 
and the pofleflion of Spain was confidered only 
as the firft ftep to the monarchy of Europe. With 
a powerful armament by fea and land, he was 
preparing to repafs the Pyrenees , to extinguilli 
in Gaul and Italy the declining kingdoms of the 
Franks and Lombards , and to preach the unity ’ 
of God on the altar of the Vatican. From thence, 
fubduing the Barbarians of Germany, he propofed 
to follow the courfe of the Danube from itsfource 
to the Euxine fea , to overthrow the Greek or 
Roman empire of Conllantinople, and returning 
from Europe to Alia, to unite his new acquifitions 
with Antioch and the provinces of Syria But 
his vaft cnterpnfe , perhaps of eafy execution , 
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mnft have feemed extravagant to vulgar minds’; c 11 a p. 
and the virtonary conqueror was foon reminded u. 
of his dependence and fervitude. The friends of 
Tarik had effectually Hated his fer vices and 
wrongs: at the court of Damafcus, the proceedings 
ofMufa were blamed, his intentions were fufpe&ed, 
and his delay in complying with the firft invitation 
was chaftifed by an harfher and more peremptory 
fummons. An intrepid melfenger of the caliph 
entered his camp at Lugo in Gallicia, and in the 
prefence of the Saracens and Chriftians arrefted 
the bridle of his horfe. His own loyalty, or that 
of his troops , inculcated the duty of obedience : 
and his difgrace was alleviated by the recal of his 
rival , and the permiflion of inverting with his 
two governments his two fons , Abdallah and 
Abdelaziz. His long triumph from Ceuta to 
Damafcus difplayed the fpoils of Africa and the 
treafures of Spain : four hundred Gothic nobles , 
with gold coronets and girdles , were diftinguifhed 
in his train ; and the number of male and female 
captives , feledted for their birth or beauty , was 
computed at eighteen, or even at thirty , thoufand 
perfons. As foon as he reached Tiberias in 
Paleftine , he was apprifed of the fickncfs and 
danger of the caliph , by a private mefiage from 
Soliman, his brother and prefumptive heir; who 
wifhed to referve for his own reign , the fpedacle 
of vidtory. Had Walid recovered , the delay of 
Mufa would have been criminal : he purfucd his 
march , and found an enemy on the throne. In 
his trial before a partial judge , againft a popular 
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ii a p. antagonift, he was convicted of vanity and falfe- 
ll. hood; and a fine of two hundred thoufand pieces 
of gold either exhatifled his poverty or proved 
his rapacioufnefs. The unworthy treatment of 
Tarik was revenged by a fimilar indignity ; and 
the veteran commander, after a public whipping, 
flood a whole day in the fun before the palaco 
gate , till he obtained a decent exile , under the 
pious name of a pilgrimage to Mecca. The refent- 
ment of the caliph might have been fatiated with 
the ruin of Mufa ; but his fears demanded the 
extirpation of a potent and injured family. A 
fentence of death was intimated with fecrecy and 
fpeed to the trufty fervants of the throne both in 
Africa and Spain; and the forms, if not the fub- 
ftance , of juftice were fuperfeded in this bloody 
execution. In the mofeh or palace of Cordova , 
Abdelaziz was fiain by the fwords of the con- 
fpirators; they accufed their governor of claiming 
the honours of royalty ; and his fcsfndalous marriage 
with Kgilona, the widow ofRoderic, offended the 
prejudices both of the Chriffians andMoflems. By 
a refinement of cruelty, the head of the fon was 
prefented to the father with an infulting queftion, 
whether he acknowledged the features of the rebel ? 
<c I know his features,” he exclaimed with indig- 
nation : “ I affert his innocence; and I imprecate 
“ the fame, a jufter, fate, againft the authors of 
tc his death. ” The age and defpair of Mufa raifed 
him above the power of kings; and he expired 
at Mecca of the anguifli of a broken heart. His 
rival was more favourably treated : his fervices 
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were forgiven ; and Tarik was permitted to mingle c H a p. 
with the crowd of flaves '**. I am ignorant whe- li. 
ther count Julian was .rewarded with the death 
which he deferved indeed, though not from the 
hands of the Saracens; but the tale of their ingra- 
titude to the fons of Witiza is difproved by the 
mod unqueftionable evidence. The two royal 
youths were reinllated in the private patrimony 
of their father; but on the deceafe of Eba the 
elder, his daughter was unjuftly defpoiled of her 
portion by the violence of her uncle Sigebut. 

The Gothic maid pleaded her caufe before the 
caliph Hafhem , and obtained the reftitution of 
her inheritance ; but Hie was given in marriage 
to a noble Arabian , and their two fons ,• Ifaac 
and Ibrahim , were received in Spain with the 
confideration that was due to their origin and 
riches. 

A province is aflimilated to the victorious ftate Profyerity of 
by the introduction of ftrangers and the-imitative ^e'/nab* 1 " 
fpirit of the natives; and Spain, which had been 
fuccefiively tinctured with Punic, and Roman* 
and Gothic blood , imbibed, in a few generations, 
the name and manners of the Arabs. The firft 
conquerors, and the twenty' fucceflive lieutenants 
of the caliphs, were attended by a numerous train 
of civil and military followers , who preferred 
a diftant fortune to a narrow home: the private 
and public intereft was promoted by the-eftablifh- 
ment of faithful colonies; and the cities of Spain 
were proud to commemorate the tribe or country 
of their Eaffern progenitors. The victorious 
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H a p. though motley bands of Tank and Mofa afTerted, 
'Ll: by the name of Spaniards , their original claim of 

conqueft ; yet they allowed their brethren of 
Egypt to fhare their eftablilhments of Murcia and 
Lifbon. The royal legion of Damafcus was 
planted at Cordova ; that of Emcfa at Seville; 
that of Kinnifrin or Chalcis at Jaen ; that of 
Paleftine at Algezire and Medina Sidonia. 1 he 
The natives of Yemen and Perfia were fcattered 
round Toledo and the inland country; and the 
fertile feats of Grenada were bellowed on ten 
thoufand horfemen of Syria and Irak, the children 
. of the pureft and moft noble of the Arabian tribes '**. 
A fpirit of emulation, fometimes beneficial, more 
frequently dangerous , was nourifhed by thefe 
hereditary factions. Ten years' after the conqin-ft, 
a map - of the province was prefented to the caliph: 
the feas , the rivers , arid the harbours , the 
inhabitants and cities, the climate, the foil, and 
the mineral productions of the earth , ’ 1 . In the 
fpace of two centuries , the gifts of nature were 
<• improved by the agriculture 1,1 , the manufactures » 
and the commerce of an irduflrious people,- and 
the effects of their diligence have been magnified 
by the idlencfs of their fancy. The firfi: of the 
Ommiades who reigned in Spain folicited the 
fupport of the Chriftians ; and , in his edict of 
peace land protection, he contents himfelf with a 
modeft impofition of ten thoufand ounces of gold, 
ten thoufand pounds of filver , ten thoufand 
horfes , as many mules , one thoufand cuiralfes , 
■with an equal number of helmets and lances ,,, .~ 



Digitized by Googl 




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 313 



The mofl powerful of his fucceffors derived from chap. 
the fame ‘kingdom the annual tribute of twelve > M. 
millions and forty-five thoufand dinars or pieces 
of gold, about fix millions of fterling money 154 ; 
a fum which, in the tenth century, moll probably 
furpalTed the united revenues of the Chridian 
monarchs. His royal feat of Cordova contained 
fix hundred mofehs, nine hundred baths, and two 
hundred thoufand houfes: he gave laws to eighty 
cities of the iirft, to three hundred of the fecond 
and third order ; and the fertile banks of the 
Guadalquivir were adorned with twelve thoufand 
villages and hamlets. The Arabs might exaggerate 
the truth, but they created and they deferibe the 
mod profperous cera of the riches , ^he cultivation, 
and the populoufnefs of Spain ,M . 

The wars of the Moflems were fandified by the Religion* 
prophet , but , among the various precepts and tul * r » t10 *- 
examples of his life , the caliphs feleded the 
leflons of toleration that might tend to difarm the 
rcfiftance of the unbelievers. Arabia was the temple 
and patrimony of the God of Mahomet; but he 
beheld with lefs jealoufy and affedion the nations 
of the earth. The polytjieifts and idolaters who 
were ignorant of his name , might be lawfully 
extirpated by his votaries ,M ; but a wife policy 
fupplied the obligation of juftice ; and after fome 
ads of intolerant zeal , the Mahometan conquerors 
of Hindoftan have fpared the pagods of that 
devout and populous country. The difciples of 
Abraham, ofMofcs, and of Jcfus, were folemnly 
invited to accept the more pcrfcil revelation of 

’ • ' / . ' •- ' ' 



Digitized by GoogI 



CHAP. 

II. 



Propagation 
of Mahomet, 
ifm. 



/ 

z 



314 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

Mahomet; but if they preferred the payment of 
a moderate tribute , they were entitled to the 
freedom of confcience and religious worlhip '* 7 . 

In a field of battle, the forfeit lives of the prifoners 
were redeemed by the profedion of Islam ,• the 
females were bound to embrace the religion of 
their matters, and a race of fincere profelytes was 
gradually multiplied by the education of the infant 
captives. But the millions of African and Afiatic 
converts , who fwelled the native band of the 
faithful Arabs , mull have been allured , rather 
than conftrained , to declare their belief in one ' 
God and the apoftle of God. By the repeti- 
tion of a fentence and the lofs of a forefkin, 
the fubjcd o^ the Have , the captive or the 
criminal , arofe in a moment the free and 
equal companion of the vidorious Modems. 
Every fin was expiated , every engagement was 
diflolved : the vow of celibacy was fuperfeded 
by the indulgence of nature ; the adive fpirits , 
■\vho flept in the cloifter were awakened by the 
trumpet of the Saracens ; and in the convulfion 
of the world , every member of a new fociety 
attended to the natural .level of his capacity and 
courage. The minds of the multitude were tempted 
by the invifible as well as temporal bledings of 
the Arabian prophet; and charity will hope that 
many of his profelytes entertained a ferious 
conviction of the truth and fandity of his revelation. 

In the eyes of an inquifitive polytheift , it mud 
appear worthy of the human and the divine nature. 
More pure than the fyftcm of Zoroafter , more 
liberal than the law of Mofcs , the religion of '. 
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Mahomet might feem lefs inconfiRent with reafon, chap. 
than the creed of myRery and fuperRition, which, Li. 
in the feventh century , difgraced the fimplicuy 
of the gofpel. 

In the extenfive provinces ofPerfia and Africa, Fail of the . 
the national religion has been eradicated by the p' e ^ nt 0 
Mahometan faith. The ambiguous theology of 
the Magi Rood alone among th^ feds of the 
PiaR : but the profane writings .of ZoroaRcr 
might , under the reverend name of Abraham , 
be dextropfly cqnnedcd with the chain of divitfe 
revelation. Their evil principle , the daemon 
Ahriman , might be reprefented as the rival or 1 
as the creature of the God of light. The temples 
of Pcrfia were devoid of images; but the worfhip 
of the fun and of fire might be Rigmatized as a 
grofs and criminal idolatry "j The milder 
fentiment was confecrated by the pradice of 
Mahomet and the prudence of the caliphs ; the 
Magians or Ghebers were ranked with the Jews 
and ChriRians among the people of the written 
law 1,1 ; and as late as the third centpry of 
the Hegira , the city of Herat will afford a lively 
contraR of private zeal and public toleration i,J . 

Under the payment of an annual tribute , the 
Mahometan law fccured to the Ghebers of Herat*, 
their civil and religious liberties : but the recent 
and humble mofeh was overfhadowed by the 
antique fplendour of the adjoining temple of 
fire. A fanatic Imam deplored , in his fermons, 
the fcandalous neighbourhood , and accufed the 
weaknefs or indifference of the faithful. Excited 
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CHAP, by his voice , the people alfemblcd in tumult 
LX. the two houfes of prayer were confumed by the 
flames , but the vacant ground was immediately 
occupied by the foundations of a new mofeh. 
The injured Magi appealed to die fovereign 
of Chorafan ; he promifed juftice and relief; 
when, behold! four thoufand citizens of Herat, 
of a grave charader and mature age , unani- 
moufiy fwore^hat the idolatrous fane had nener 
exifted; the in'quifition was filenced , and their 
confcience was fatisfied ( fays the hiftorian 
Mirchond } *** with this holy and meritorious 
perjury **\ But the greateft part of the temples 
of Perfia were ruined by the infenfible and 
general defertion of their votaries. It was in - 
J'enjible , fince it is not accompanied with any 
memorial of time or place, of perfecution or re- 
finance. It was general, fince the whole realm, 
from Shiraz to Samarcand, imbibed the faith of 
the Koran ; and the prefervation of the native 
tongue reveals the defeent of the Mahometans 
of Perfia In the mountains and deferts, an 
obflinate race of unbelievers adhered to the fu- 
perftition of their fathers ; and a faint tradition 
of the Magian theology is kept alive in the 
province of Kirman , along the banks of the 
Indus, among the exiles of Surat, and in the 
colony which, in the laft century, was planted 
by Shaw Abbas at the gates of Ifpahan. The 
chief ’ pontiff has retired to mount Elbourz 
eighteen leagues from the city of Yezd : the 
perpetual fire (if it continue to burn) is inaccef- 
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fible to the profane ; but bis refidence is the 
fchool, the oracle, and doe pilgrimage, of the 
Ghebers, whofe hard and uniform features attefb 
the unmingled purity of their blood. Under the 
jurifdidion of their elders , eighty thoufand fa- 
milies maintain an innocent and induftrious life; 
their fubfiftencc is derived from fome curious 
manufactures and mechanic trades; and they cul- 
tivate the earth with the fervour of a religious 
duty. Their ignorance withflood the defpotifm 
of Shaw Abbas , who demanded with threats 
and tortures the prophetic books of Zoroafter; 
and this obfeure remnant of the Magians is 
fpared by the moderation or contempt of their 
prefent fovereigns ’**. 

The northern coaft of Africa is the only land 
in which the light of the Gofpel , after a long 
and perfed eftabiifhment , has been totally ex- 
tinguilhed. The arts, which had been taught 
by Carthage and Rome , were involved in a 
cloud of ignorance ; the doCtrine of Cyprian and 
Auguftin was no longer ftudied. Five hundred 
epifcopal churches were overturned by the holtile 
fury of the Donatifts , the Vandals, and the 
Moors. The zeal and numbers of the clergy 
declined ; and the people , without difcipline , or 
knowledge, or hope, fubmiflively funk under 
the yoke of the Arabian prophet. Within fifty 
years after the expulfion of the Greeks , a 
lieutenant, of Africa informed the caliph that 
the tribute of the infidels was abolifhed by 
their ccffiVerfiQn ’* 7 ; and, though he fought to 
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difguife his fraud and rebellion , his fpecious pre- 
tence was drawn from the rapid and cxtenfive 
progrefs of the Mahometan faith. In the next 
age , an extraordinary million of five billiops 
was detached from Alexandria to Cairoan. They 
were ordained by the Jacobite patriarch to cherilh 
and revive the dying embers of Chriftianity “* : 
but the interpolation of a foreign prelate , a 
ftranger to the Latins , an enemy to the Catho- 
lics , fuppofes the decay and difToIution of the 
African hierarchy. It was no longer the time 
when the fucceflor of St. Cyprian, at the head 
of a numerous fynod, could maintain an equal 
conteft with the ambition of the Roman pontiff. 
In the eleventh century, the unfortunate prieft 
who was feated on the ruins of Carthage , im- 
plored the alms and the protedion of the Vatican ; 
and he bitterly complains that his naked body 
had been fcourged by the Saracens , and that 
his authority was difputed by the four fuffragans, 
the tottering pillars of his throne. Two epiftles 
of Gregory the feventh are deftined to loothe 
the diftrefs of the Catholics and the pride of a 
Moorilh prince. The pope affures the fultan that 
they both worlhip the fame God, and may hope 
to meet in the bofom of Abraham; but the com- 
plaint, that three bilhops could no longer be 
found to confecrate a brother , announces the 
fpeedy and inevitable ruin of the epifcopal order. 
The Chriftians of Africa and Spain had long 
fince fubmitted to the pradice of circumcifion 
and the legal abllinenee from wine and pork; 
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and the name of Mozarabcs (adoptive Arabs) chap. 
was applied to their civil or religious conformi- li. 
ty About the middle of the twelfth century 
the worfliip of Chrid and the fuccellion of pallors 
were abolilhed along the coad of Barbary, and 
in the kingdoms of Cordova and Seville , of Va- 
lencia and Grenada a, \. The throne of the AI- 
mohades , or Unitarians, was founded on the 
blinded fanaticifm, and their extraordinary rigour 
might be provoked or judified by the recent 
victories and intolerant zeal of the princes of 
Sicily and Cadille , of Arragon and Portugal. 

The faith of the Mozarabes was occalionally re- 
vived by the papal midionaries ; and , on the 
landing of Charles the fifth, fome families of A. d. 153*. 
Latin Chriftians were encouraged to rear their 
heads at Tunis and Algiers. But the feed of the 
gofpel was quickly eradicated , and the long 
province from Tripoli to the Atlantic has lod 
all memory of the language and religion of 
Rome 1 ". 

After the revolution of eleven centuries, the Toleration of 
Jews and Chridians of the Turkifli empire enjoy Chrifti * 
the liberty of confcience which was granted by 
the Arabian caliphs. During the fird age of the 
conqued, they fufpected the loyalty of the Ca- 
tholics, whofe name of Melchites betrayed their 
fccret attachment to the Greek emperor, while 
the Nedorians and Jacobites, his inveterate ene- 
mies, approved themfelves the fincere and vo- 
luntary friends of the Mahometan government 11 *. 

Yet this partial jealoufy was healed by time and 
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fubmifllon : the churches of Egypt were lhared 
with the Catholics 2,1 ; and all the Oriental feels 
were included in the common benefits of tolera- 
tion. The rank, the immunities-, the domeftic 
jurifdidlion , of the patriarchs, the bilhops, and 
the clergy, were protedled by the civil magif- 
trate : the learning of individuals recommended 
them to the employments of fecretaries and phy- 
ficians : they were enriched by the lucrative col- 
lection of the revenue ; and their merit was 
fometimes railed to the command of cities and 
provinces. A caliph of the houfe of Abbas was 
heard to declare that the Chriftians were mofl 
worthy of trull in the adminiffration of Perfia. 
“ The Modems ,” faid he , “ will abufe their 
tc prefent fortune; the Magians regret their fallen 
t£ greatnefs; and the Jews arc impatient for their 
“ approaching deliverance 2, \” But the Haves 
of defpotifm are expofed to the alternatives of 
favour and difgrace. The captive churches of 
the Eaft have been afflicled in every age by the 
avarice or bigotry of their rulers; and the or- 
dinary and legal reflraints mull be offenfive to 
the pride or the zeal of the Chriftians 2I L About 
two hundred years after Mahomet, they were 
feparated from tBeir icllow-fubjccls by a turban 
or girdle of a let's honourable colour; inllead of 
liorfes or mules, they were condemned to ride 
on alfes, in the attitude of women. Their public’ 
and private buildings were meafured by a dimi- 
nutive ftandard ; in the ftreets or the baths it is 
their duty to give way or bow down before the 
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tneaneft of the people ; and their teftimoriy is c j| A 
rejected , if il may tend to the prejudice of a LJ# 
true believer. The pomp of proceffions , the 
found of bells or of pfalmody, is interdicted in 
their worlhip: a decent reverence for the national 
faith is impofed on their fermons and conven- 
tions ; and the facrilegious attempt to enter a 
mofch , or to feduce a Mufulman, will not be 
fuffered to efcape with impunity. In a time 
however of tranquillity and juftice the Chriftians 
have never been compelled to renounce the 
. Gofpel or to embrace the Koran; but the pu- 
nillnnent of death is Inflicted for the apoflates 
who have profefled and deferted the law of 
Mahomet. The martyrs of Cordova provoked 
the fentence of the cadhi , by the public confcf- 
fion of their inconftancy , or their paflionatt 
inveCtives againft the perfon and religion of the 
prophet 

At the end of the firft century of the Hegira, The empire 
the caliphs were the moft potent and abfolute " ip h$! '** 
monarchs of the globe. Their prerogative was A. O. 7i«» 
not circumfcribed , either in right or in faCt, by 
the power of the nobles , the freedom of the 
commons, the privileges of the church, the votes 
of a fenate , or the memory of a free conftitution. 

The authority of the companions of Mahomet 
expired with their lives; and the chiefs or emirs 
of the Arabian tribes left behind , in the defert, 
the fpirit of equality and independence. The 
regal and facerdotal characters were united in 
the fucceffors of Mahomet ; and if the Koran 
Vol. IX, Y 
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p, was the rule of their adions , they were the 
fupreme judges and interpreters of that divine 
book. They reigned by the right of conqueft 
over the nations of the Eaft, to whom the name 
of liberty was unknown , and who were ac- 
cuftomed to applaud in their tyrants the acts of 
violence and feverity that were exercifed at their 
own expence. Under the laffc of the Ommiades, 
the Arabian empire extended two hundred days 
journey from eaft to weft, from the confines of 
Tartary and India to the fhores of the Atlantic 
ocean. And if we retrench the lleeve of the robe, 
as it is ftyled by their writers, the long and 
narrow province of Africa, the foJid and corn- 
pad dominion from Fargana to Aden , from 
Tarfus to Surat, will fpread on every fide to 
the meafure of four or five months of the march 
of a caravan We fliould vainly feek the in- • 
difl'oluble union and eafy obedience that pervaded 
the government of Auguftus and the Antonines; 
but the progrefs of the Mahometan religion dif- 
fufed over this ample fpace a general refemblance 
of manners and opinions. The language and laws 
of the Koran were ftudied with equal devotion 
at Samarcand and Seville : the Moor and the 
Indian embraced as countrymen and brothers in 
the pilgrimage of Mecca ; and the Arabian 
language was adopted as the popular idiom in 
all the provinces to the weftward of the 
Tigris 
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CHAP. LII. 

The Two Sieges of Conjiantinople by the Arabs. — 

Their Invafon of Trance , and Defeat by Charles 
Martel. — Civil War of the Ommiades and Ab- 
baffides. — Learning of the Arabs. — Luxury of . 
the Caliphs. — Naval Enterprifes on Crete, S icily, 
and Rome. - — Decay and Divif.on of the Empire 
of the Caliphs. — > Dtfcats and Victories of the 
Gieeh E nperors. 

9 • 

When . the Arabs firft i(Tued from the defert, c h A P 
they muft have been furprifed at the eafe and 
rapidity of their own fuccefs. But when they T he limit* 
advanced in the career of vidtory to the banks th « Arabian 
of the Indus and the fummit of the Pyrenees ; con< iu‘fts. 
when they had repeatedly tried the edge of their 
feymetars and the energy of their faith , they 
might be equally aftonifhed that any nation could 
refill their invincible arms , that any boundary 
fhould confine the dominion of the fucceffor of 
the prophet. The confidence of foldiers and 
fanatics may indeed be excufed , fince the calm 
hillorian of the prefent hour, who ftrives to fol- 
low the rapid courfe of the Saracens, muft ftudy 
to explain by what means the church and ftate 
were faved from this impending , and , as it 
fhould feem, from this inevitable danger. The 
deferts of Scythia and Sarmatia might be guarded 
by their extent, their climate , their poverty, 
and the Gourage of the. northern fhepherds ; China 
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was remote and inacceflible ; but the greateft 
part of the temperate zone was fubjedl to the 
Mahometan conquerors , the Greeks were ex- 
ha lifted by the calamities of war and the lofs of 
their faireft provinces , and the Barbarians of 
Europe might juftly tremble at the precipitate 
fall of the Gothic monarchy. In this enquiry 
I fliall unfold the events that refcucd our ancef- 
tors of Britain, and our neighbours of Gaul from 
the civil and religious y*>ke of the Koran ; that 
protected the majefty of Rome, and delayed the 
fervitude of Conftantinople ; that invigorated 
the defence of the Chriftians , and fcattered 
among their enemies the feeds of divifion and . 
decay. 

Forty- fix years after the flight of Mahomet 
fiom Mecca, his difciples appeared in arms un- 
der the walls of Conftantinople 1 . They were 
animated by a genuine or fictitious faying of the 
prophet, that, to the firfl army which befiegid 
the city of the Caefars , their fins were forgiven : 
the long feries of Roman triumphs would be 
meritorioiifly transferred to the conquerors of 
New Rome, and the wealth of nations was de- 
pofitcd in this well-chofen feat of royalty and 
commerce. No fooner had the caliph Moawiyah 
fupprefied his rivals and eftablifhed his throne, 
than he afpired to expiate the ^uilt of civil blood, 
by the fuccefs anil glory of this holy expedition 
his preparations by fea and land were adequate 
to the importance of the objed ; his ftandard 
was entrufted to Sophian, a veteran warrior, but 



Digitized by Google 




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 325 



the troops were encouraged by the example and chap. 
prefence of Yezid the Ion and prefumptive heir 111. 
of the commander of the faithful. The Greeks 
had little to hope, nor had their enemies any 
reafons of fear, from the courage and vigilance 
of the reigning emperor, who difgraced the name 
of Conftantine, and imitated only the inglorious 
years of his grandfather Heraclius. Without 
delay or oppofition, the naval forces of the Sara- 
cens palled through the unguarded channel of the 
Hellefpont, which even now, under the feeble 
and diforderly government of the Turks, is 
maintained as the natural bulwark of the capital 1 . 

The Arabian fleet call anchor, and the troops 
were difembarked near the palace of Hebdomon, 
feven miles from the city. During many days , 
from the dawn of light to the evening, the line 
of alfault was extended from' the golden gate to 
the eaftern promontory , and. the foremofl: war- 
riors were impelled by the weight and effort of 
the fucceeding columns. But the befiegers had 
formed an infufficient eftimate of the ftrength 
and refources of Conftantinople. The folid and 
lofty walls were guarded by numbers and difei- 
pline: the fpirit of the Romans was rekindled 
by the laft danger of their religion and empire: 
the fugitives from the conquered provinces more 
fuccefsfully renewed the defence of Damafcus 
and Alexandria; and the Saracens were difmay- 
ed by the ftrange and prodigious effeds of arti- 
ficial fire. • Th is firm and effedual refiflancc di- 
verted their arms to the more eafy attempts of 
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chap, plundering the European and Afiatic coafts of 
ill. the Propontis; and, after keeping the fea from the 
month of April to that of September, on the 
approach of winter they retreated fourfcore miles 
from the capital, to the ifle of Cyzicus , in which 
they had eftablifhed their magazine of fpoil and 
provifions. So patient was their perfeverance , 
or fo languid were their operations, that they 
repeated in the fix following fummers the fame 
attack and retreat, with a gradual abatement of 
hope and vigour , till the mifchances of fliip 
wreck and difeafe , of the fword and of fire , 
compell edthem to relinquilh the fruitlefs enter- 
prife. They might bewail the Iofs or comme- 
morate the martyrdom of thirty thoufand Mof- 
lems, who felt in the fiege of Conflantinoplc; 
and the folemn funeral of Abu Ayub, or Job, 
excited the curiofity of the Chriftians themfelves. 
That venerable Arab, one of the laft of the 
companions of Mahomet , was numbered among 
the anfars , or auxiliaries, of Medina, who fhel- 
tercd the head of the flying prophet.. In his 
youth he fought, at Beder and Ohud, under 
the holy ftandard : in his mature age he was the 
friend and follower of Ali; and the laft remnant 
of his ftrength and. life was confumed in a diftant 
and dangerous war againft the enemies of the 
Koran. His memory was revered ; but the place 
of his burial was negle&ed and unknown, 
during a period of feven hundred and eighty 
years, till the conqueft of Conftantinople by 
Mahomet the fecond. A feafonable vifion ( for 



Digitized by Google 




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 327 



fuch are the manufa&ure of every religion) chap. 
revealed the holy fpot at the foot of the walls in. 
and the bottom of the harbour; and the mofch 
of Ayub has been defervedly chofen for the 
fimple and martial inauguration of the Turkifli 
fultans *. 

The event of the fiege revived , both in the Peace and 
Eaft and Weft, the reputation of the Roman ” ib " te ' 
arms, and caft a momentary lhade over the glo- 
ries of the Saracens. The Greek ambaflador was 
favourably feceiv^d at Damafcus , in a general 
council of the emirs or Koreifh: a peace, or 
truce , of thirty years was ratified between the 
two empires; and the ftipulation of an annual 
tribute , fifty horfes of a noble breed, fifty Haves, 
and three thoufand pieces of gold , degraded the 
majefty of the commander of the faithful ’. The 
aged caliph was defirous of poflefling his domi- 
nions, and ending his days in tranquillity and 
repofe : while the Moors and Indians trembled at 
his name, his palace and city of Darpafcus was in- 
fulted by the Mardaites, or Maronites, of mount 
Libanus, the firmeft barrier of the empire, till they 
were difarmed and tranfplanted by the fufpicious 
policy of the Greeks *. After the revolt of Ara- 
bia and Perfia, the houfe of Ommiyah 7 was re- 
duced to the kingdoms of Syria and Egypt: their 
diftrefs and fear enforced their- compliance with 
the prefling demands of the Chriftians; and the 
tribute was encreafed to a Have, an horfe, and 
a thoufand pieces of gold , for each of the three 
hundred and ftxty-five days of the folar year. 
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But as foon as the empire was again united by 
the arms and policy of Abdalmalek , he declaimed 
a badge of fervitude not lefs injurious to his 
confidence than to his pride : he difcontinued the 
payment of the tribute; and the refentment of 
the Greeks was difabled from aCtion by the mad 
tyranny of the fecond Juftinian , the juft rebel- 
lion of his fubjeCts , and the frequent change of 
his antagonifts and fuccelfors. Till the reign 
of Abdalmalek , the Saracens had. been content 
with the free pofTeflion of the Perfian and Roman 
treafures, in the coin of Cbofroes and Caefar. 
By the command of that Caliph, a national mint 
was eftablilhed , both for filver and gold, and 
the infcription of the Dinar, though it might be 
cenfured by fome timorous cafuifts, proclaimed 
the unity of the God of Mahomet '. Under the 
reign of the caliph Waled, the Greek language 
and characters were excluded from the accounts 
of the public revenue *. If this change was pro- 
ductive of the invention or familiar ufe of our 
prcfent numerals, the Arabic or Indian cyphers, 
as they are commonly ftyled , a regulation of 
office has promoted the moft important difco- 
veries of arithmetic, algebra, and the mathemati- 
cal fciences ", 

Whilft the caliph Waled fat idle on the throne 
of Damafcus , while his lieutenants atchieved 
the conqueft of 1 ranfoxiana and Spain , a third 
army of Saracens overfpread the provinces of Alia 
Minor , and approached the borders of the By- 
zantine capital. But the attempt and difgrace of 
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the fecond fiege was referveed for his brother 
Soliman, whofe ambition appears to have been 
quickened by a more adtive and martial fpirit. 
In the revolutions of the Gree ! t empire, after the 
tyrant Juftinian had been punifbed and avenged, 
an humble fecretary, Anaftafius or Artemius, 
was promoted by chance or merit to the vacant 
purple. He was alarmed by the found of war; 
and his ambaflador returned from Damafcus with 
the tremendous news, that the Saracens were 
preparing an armament by fea and land, fuch as 
would tranfcend the experience of the pall, or the 
belief of the prefent, age. The precautions of Ana- 
ftafius were not unworthy of his ftation, or of the 
impending danger. He iffued a peremptory man- 
date, that all perfons who were not provided 
with the means of fubfiftence for a three years 
fiege, fhould evacuate the city: the public gra- 
naries and arfenals were abundantly replenifhed; 
the walls were reftored and ftrengthened; and 
the engines for calling ftones , or darts, or fire, 
were ftationed along the ramparts, or in the bri- 
gantines of war, of which an additional number 
was hallily conftrudted. To prevent, is fafer, as 
well as more henourable , than to repel , an at- 
tack; and a defign was meditated, above the 
ufual fpirit of the Greeks, of burning the naval 
{lores of the enemy, the cyprefs timber that had 
been hewn on mount Libanus , and was piled 
along the fea-fhore of Phoenicia, for the fervice 
of the Egyptian fleet This generous enterprife 
was defeated by the cowardice or treachery of 
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chap, the troops, who , in the new language of the em- 
III. pire, were ftyled of the Obfequian Theme They 
murdered their chief, deferted their ftandard in the 
ifle of Rhodes , difperfed themfelves over the ad- 
jacent continent, and deferved pardon or reward by 
inverting with the purple a Ample officer of the 
revenue. The name of Theodofius might recom- 
mend him to the fenate and people; but, after 
fome months, he funk into a cloyfter, and re- 
figned, to the firmer band of Leo the Ifaurian, 
the urgent defence of the capital and empire. 
The moft formidable of the Saracens , Moflemah 
the brother of the caliph, was advancing at the 
head of one hundred and twenty thoufand Arabs 
and Perfians, the greater part mounted on horfes 
or camels; and the fuccefsful fieges of Tyana, 
Amorium, and Pergamus, were of fufficient du- 
ration to exercife their fkill and to elevate their 
hopes. At the well-known paflage of Abydus, 

, on the Hellefpont, the Mahometan arms were 
tranfported, for the firft time, from Afia to Eu- 
rope. From thence , wheeling round the Thra- 
cian cities of the Propontis, Moflemah inverted 
Conftantinople on the land fide, furrounded his 
camp with a ditch and rampart, prepared and 
planted his engines of alfault, and declared, by 
i words and actions , a patient refolution of expedt- 
ing the return of feed -time and harveft , fhould 
the obftinacy of the befieged prove equal to his 
own. The Greeks would gladly have ranfomed 
their religion and empire , by a fine or afleflment 
of a piece of gold on the head of each inhabitant 
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of the city; but the liberal offer was reje&ed 
with difdain , and the preemption of Mofiemah 
was exalted by the fpeedy approach and invin- 
cible force of the navies "of Egypt and Syria. 
They are faid to have amounted to eighteen 
hundred Ihips: the number betrays their incon- 
fiderable fize ; and of the twenty (lout and capa- 
cious vcflels , whofc magnitude impeded their 
progrefs , each was manned with no more than 
one hundred heavy armed foldiers. This huge 
Armada proceeded on a fmooth fea and with a 
gentle gale, towards the mouth of the Bofphorus; 
the furface of the {height was overlhadowed , in 
the language of the Greeks, with a moving 
foreft, and the fame fatal night had been fixed by 
the Saraten chief for a general aflault by 
fea and land. To allure the confidence of the 
enemy, the emperor had thrown afidc the chain 
that ufually guarded the entrance of the harbour; 
but while they hefitated whether they fhould 
feize the opportunity, or apprehend the fnare , 
the minillers of deftrudtion were at hand. The 
firelhips of the Greeks were launched againfl; 
them, the Arabs, their arms, and veffels, were 
involve^ in the fame flames, the diforderly fugi- 
tives were dafhed againfl; each other or over- 
whelmed in the waves; and I no longer find a 
veftige of the fleet , that had threatened to ex- 
tirpate the Roman name., A Hill more fatal 
and irreparable lofs was that of, the caliph Soli- 
man , who died of an indigeftion 11 in his camp 
near Kinnifrin or Chalcis in Syria, > as he was 
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chap, preparing to lead againft Conflantinople the re- 
i.ii. maining forces of the F.aft. The brother of 
Moflemah was fucceeded by a kinfman and an 
enemy; and the throne of an adlive and able 
prince was degraded by the ufelefs and perni- 
cious virtues of a bigot. While he darted and 
fatisfied the fcruples of a ' blind confcience, the 
fiege was continued through the winter by the 
negledt rather than by the refolution of the caliph 
Omar'*. The winter proved uncommonly ri- 
gorous: above an hundred days the ground was 
covered with deep fnow , and the natives of the 
fultry climes of Egypt and Arabia lay torpid 
and almoll lifelefs in their frozen camp. They 
revived on the return of fpring; a fecond effort • 
had been made in their favour ; and their diftrefs . 
was relieved by the arrival of two numerous 
fleets, laden with corn, and arms, and foldiers , 
the firfl from Alexandria, of four hundred tranf- 
ports and gallies; the fecond of three hundred 
and fixty veffels from the ports of Africa. But 
the Greek fires were again kindled , and if the 
deftrudlion was lefs complete, it was owing to 
the experience which had taught the Modems to 
remain at a fafe diftance, or to the perfidy of the 
Egyptian mariners , who deferted with their {hips 
to the emperor of the Chriftians. The trade and 
navigation of the capital were reftored; and the 
produce of the filheries fupplied the wants, and 
even the luxury i of the inhabitants. But the 
calamities of famine and difeafe were foon felt by 
the troops of Moflemah , and as the former was 
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mifcrably affuaged , fo the latter was dreadfully c hap. 
propagated , by the pernicious nutriment which mi. 
hunger compelled them to extrad from the moll 
unclean or unnatural food. The fpirit of corv 
queft, and even of enthufiafm , was extind: the 
Saracens could no longer ftraggle beyond their 
lines, either fingle or in fmall parties, without 
expofing themfelves to the mercilefs retaliation of 
the Thracian peafants. An army of Bulgarians 
was attraded from the Danube by the gifts and 
promifes of Leo ; and thefe favage auxiliaries 
made fome atonement for the evils which they 
had inflided on the empire, by the defeat and 
flaughter of twenty -two thoufand Afiatics. A 
report was dextroufly fcattered, that the Franks, 
the unknown nations of the Latin world , were 
arming by fea and land in the defence of the 
Chriftian caufe, and their formidable aid was ex- 
peded with far different fenfations in the camp 
and city. At length, after a fiege of thirteen Failure and 
months ,+ , the hopelefs Moflemah received from r **«at of ‘ he 
the caliph the welcome permiflion of retreat. The Sirac '" s * 
march of the Arabian cavalry over the Hellefpont 
and through the provinces of Afia, was executed 
without delay or moleftation ; but an army of 
their brethren had been cut in pieces on the fide 
of Bithynia, and the remains of the fleet were 
fo repeatedly damaged by tempeft and fire , 
that only five gallies entered the port of Alex- 
andria to relate the tale of their various and al- * 
moft incredible difafters **. 

Li the two fieges , the deliverance of Conflan- 
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Chip, tinople may be chiefly aferibed to the novelty, 
mi. the terrors, and the real efficacy of the Greek 
Greek fire The important fecret of compounding and 
dire&ing this artificial flame was imparted by 
Callinicus, a native of Heliopolis in Syria, who 
delated from the fervice of the caliph to that of 
the emperor 17 . The flail of a chymifl and engineer 
was equivalent to the fuccour of fleets and armies; 
and this difeovery or improvement of the military 
art was fortunately referved for the diftrefsful 
period , when the degenerate Romans of the Eaft 
were incapable of contending with the warlike 
enthufiafm and youthful vigour of the Saracens. 
The hiflorian who prefumes to analize this ex- 
traordinary compofition fhould fufpedt his own 
ignorance and that of his Byzantine guides, fo 
prone to the marvellous, fo carelefs, and, in this 
inftance , fo jealous ot the truth. From their ob- 
feure, and perhaps, fallacious hints, it fliould feem 
that the principal ingredient of the Greek fire was 
the naptha or liquid bitumen, a light, tenacious, 
and inflammable oil ”, which fprings from the 
earth , and catches fire as loon as it comes in 
contact with the air. The naptha was mingled, 
I know not by what methods or in what 
proportions , with fulphur and with the pitch 
that is extraded from evergreen firs From this 
mixture, which produced a thick fmoke and a 
loud explofion , proceeded a fierce and obflinate 
• flame , which not only' rofe in perpendicular 
afeent, but likewife burnt with equal vehemence 
in defeent or lateral progrcfs; inftead of being 
extinguilhed , it was nouriflied and quickened, 
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by the element of water; and land, urine, or 
vinegar, were the only remedies that could damp 
the fury of this powerful agent, which was juftly 
denominated by the Greeks, the liquid, or the 
maritime, fire. For the annoyance of the enemy, 
it was employed with equal efl'ecl , by fea and 
land, in battles or in fieges. It was either poured 
from the rampart in large boilers , or launched 
in red-hot balls of Hone and iron, or darted in 
arrowy and javelins, twilled round with flax and 
tow, which had deeply imbibed the inflammable 
oil : fometimes it was depofited in fire-lhips, the 
vidims and inllruments of a more ample revenge, 
and was moll commonly blown through long 
tubes of copper , which were planted on the 
prow of a galley, and fancifully fliaped into the 
mouths of favage monfters, that feemed to vomit 
a flream of liquid and confuming fire. This 
important art was preferved at Conllantinople , 
as the palladium of the Hate : the gallies and 
artillery might occafionally be lent to the allies of 
Rome ; but the compofition of the Greek fire 
was concealed with the mod jealous fcruple, and 
the terror of the enemies was encreafed and 
prolonged by their ignorance and furprife. In the 
treatife of the adminiflration of the empire, the 
royal author 11 fuggefls the anfwers and exetifes 
that might bed elude the indifereet curiofity and 
importunate demands of the Barbarians. They 
fliould be told that the myllery of the Greek 
fire had been revealed by an angel to the firft 
and greatefl. of the Conllantines, with a facred 
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chap, injunction, that this gift of heaven, this peculiar 
lib ble fling of the Romans, fhould never be commu- 
nicated to any foreign nation : that the prince 
and fnbject were alike bound to religious filence 
under the temporal and fpiritual penalties of 
treafon and facrilege ; and that the impious 
attempt would provoke the fudden and fuper- 
natural vengeance of the God of the Chriflians. 

By thefe precautions , the fecret was confined , 
above four hundred years, to the Romans of the 
Baft; and, at the end of the eleventh century, 
the Pifans , to whom every fea and every art • 
were familiar , fullered the eft'eds , without 
underftanding the' compofition , of the Greek 
fire. It was at length either difeovered or ftolen 
by the Mahometans ; and , in the holy wars of 
Syria and Egypt, they retorted an invention, 
contrived againft themfelves, on the heads of the 
Chriftians. A knight, who defpifed the fwords 
and lances of the Saracens, relates, with heart- 
felt fincerity, his own fears, and thole of his 
companions , at the fight and found of the 
mifehievous engine that difeharged a torrent of 
the Greek fire, the feu Grcgeoii , as it is ftyled 
by the more early of the French writers. It came 
flying through the air, fays Joinville **, like a 
winged long-tailed dragon, about the thicknefs 
of an hogfhead, with the report of thunder and 
the velocity of lightning; and the darknefs of the 
night was difpelled by this deadly illumination. 
The ufe of the Greek, or, as it might now 
be called, of the Saracen, fire, was continued 

to 
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to the middle of the fourteenth century ”, when C1UP. 
the fcientific or cafual compound of nitre, fulphur, hi. 
and charcoal, effeded a new revolution in the 
art of war and the hiflory of mankind *\ 

Conftantinople and the Greek fire might ex- invafidn of 
elude the Arabs from the eaflern entrance of Franceh y 
Europe; but in the Weft, on the fide of the 
Pyrenees, the provinces of Gaul were threatened &<=• 
and invaded by' the conquerors of Spain lS . The 
decline of the French monarchy invited the attack 
of thefe infatiate fanatics. The defendants of 
Clovis had loft the inheritance of his martial and 
ferocious fpirit; and their misfortune or demerit 
has affixed the epithet of Imy to the laft kings 
of the Merovingian race . They afeended ‘the 
throne without power, and funk into the grave 
without a "name. A country palace, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Compiegne ”, was allotted for their 
refidence or prifan; but each year, in the month 
of March or May, they were conduded in a 
waggon drawn by oxen to the affembly of the 
Franks, to give audience to foreign ambalfadors, 
and to ratify the ads of the mayor of the palace. • 

That domeftic officer was become the minifter 
of the nation and the mailer of the prince. A 
public employment was converted into the 
patrimony of a private family: the elder Pepin 
left a king of mature years under the guardian- 
fliip of his own widow and her child; and thefe 
feeble regents were forcibly difpolfelfed by the 
moft adive of his baftards. A government, half 
lavage and half corrupt, was almoft dilfolved; 

Vol. IX. ' - z 
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chap, and the tributary dukes, the provincial counts. 
Hi. and the territorial lords, were tempted to defpife 
the weaknefs of the monarch , and to imitate 
the ambition of the mayor. Among thefe inde- 
pendent chiefs’, one- of the boldeft and moffc 
fuccefsful was Eudes ,. duke of Aquitain, who, 
in the fouthern provinces of Gaul, ufurped the 
authority and even the title of king. The Goths, 
the Gafcons , and the Franks , allembled under 
the fhndard of this Chriftian hero: he repelled 
the firft invafion of the Saracens; and Zama, 
lieutenant of the caliph, loft his army and his 
life under the walls of Thouloule. The ambition 
of his fucceffors was flimulated by revenge;, they 
repaffed the Pyrenees with the means and the 
refolution of conquelt. The advantageous fitua- 
tion which had recommended Narbonne J * as 
the firlt Roman colony; was again chofen by 
the IVIbflems : they claimed the province of 
Septimania or Languedoc as a juft dependence 
of the Spanish monarchy : the vineyards of 

Gnfcony and the city of flourdeaux were 
pofTefted by the fovereign of Damafcus and 
Samarcand ; and the fouth of France , from the 
mouth of the Garonne to that of the Rhone, 
affumed the manners and religion of Arabia, 
r- But thefe narrow limits were fcorned by the 

and viaotics fpirit of Abdalrahman , or Abderame , who had 
a been rcftored by the caliph Halhcm -to the 

willies of the foldiers and people of Spain. That 
veteran- and daring commander adjudged to the 
obedience of the prophet whatever yet remained 



Digitized by Google 



OF TH^ ROMAN EMPIRE. 339 

of France or of Europfc; and prepared to execute i 
the fentence, at the head of a formidable lioft, 
in the fall confidence of furmountirig all oppofi- 
tion -either .of nature or of mall. His'firft care 
was to fupprefs a domeftic rebel, who commanded 
the in, oft important pafles of die Pyrenees: I\Ii)- 
nuza, a Moorilh chief, had accepted the alliance 
of the duke of Aquitaiiv; and Elides, from a 
motive of private or public intereft, devoted hr$ 
beauteous daughter to the embraces of the Africa it 
mifbeliever. But the ftrongeft fortrelTes of Cer- 
dagne were invefted by a fupej'ior force; ' the 
rebel was overtaken, and, (lain in the mountains} 
and his widow was fent a captive to Damafcus, 
to gratify the defires , or more probably the 
vanity , of the commander of the faithful. Front 
the Pyrenees, Abderame proceeded without delay 
to' the palfage of the Rhone and the fiege of 
Arles. An army of Chriftians attempted the relief' 
of the- city: the tombs' of their leaders Were yet. 
vifible in the thirteenth century ; and many 
thoufands of their dead bodies were carried dowrf 
the rapid ftream into the .Mediterranean fea. .Thai 
arms of Abderame were not lefs fuccefsful oil 
the fide of the ocean. He pafled without oppolx- i 
tjon the GarOnne and- Dordogne, which unite 
their waters in the gulf of Bourdcaux ; but he 
found , beyond thole rivets , the camp of the 
intrepid Eudes, who had formed a fecond army, 
and luftained a fecond defeat, fo fatal to the Chrif- 
tians , that, according to their fad confeffion * 
God alone could reckon the number of the ft^iu. 
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chap. The vi&orious Saracen overran the provinces 
ill. of Aquitain, whofe Gallic names are difguifed, 
rather than loft,, in the modern appellations of 
Perigord , Saintonge, and Poitou: his ftandards 
were planted on the walls , or at leafl before 
the gates, of Tours and of Sens; and his detach* 
-ments' overfpread the kingdom of Burgundy as 
far as the well-known cities of Lyons and Befan- 
^on. The memory of thefe devaluations , for 
Abderame did not fpare the country or the 
people, was long preferved by tradition; and 
the invafxon of France by the Moors or Maho- 
metans, affords the groupd-work of thofe fables, 

. which have been fo wildly disfigured in the 
romances of chivalry, and fo elegantly adorned 
by the Italian mufe. In the decline of fociety and 
art, the deferted cities could fupply a flender 
booty to the Saracens ; their richell fpoil was 
‘found ia the churches and monafteries , which 
they ftripped of their ornaments and delivered 
to the flames : and the tutelar faints, both Hilary 
•of Poitiers and Martin of Tours, forgot their 
miraculous pow'ers in the defence of their own 
fepulchres **. A victorious line of march had 
been prolonged above a thoufand miles from 
the rock of Gibraltar to the banks of the Loire; 
the repetition of an equal fpace would have 
. carried the Saracens to the confines of Poland 
and the Highlands of Scotland: the Rhine is not 
more impalfable than the Nile or Euphrates , and 
the Arabian fleet might have failed without a 
naval combat into the mouth of the Thames. 
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Perhaps the interpretation of the Koran would chi p.‘ 
now be taught in the fchools of Oxford, and UI. 
her pulpits might demonftrate to a circumcifed 
people the fan&ity and truth of the revelation of 
Mahomet ", J . 

From fucli calamities was Chriftendom deli- Defeat of the 
vered by the genius and fortune of one man. 

Charles, the illegitimate fon of the elder Pepin, tel, 
was content with the titles of mayor or duke of D 73s ‘ 
the Franks, but he deferved to become the father 
of a line of kings. In a laborious adminillration 
of twenty-four years , he reftored and fupported 
the dignity of the throne , and the . rebels of 
Germany and Gaul were fucceflively crufhed by 
the adlivity of a warrior, who, in the fame cam- 
paign, could difplay his banner on the Elbe, the 
Rhone, and thefhores of the ocean. In the public 
danger, he was fummoned by the voice of his 
country; and his rival, the duke of Aquitain, 
was reduced to appear among the fugitives and 
fuppliants. “ Alas!” exclaimed the Franks , “what 
“ a misfortune! what an indignity,! We have 
“ long heard of the name" and conquefts of the 
“ Arabs: we were apprehenfive of their attack 
“ from the.Eaft; they have now conquered Spain, 

“ and invade our country on the fide of the Weft. 

“ Yet their numbers, and (fince they have no 
“ buckler) their arms, are inferior to our own. ” 

“ If you follow my advice,” replied the prudent 
mayor of the palace , “ you will not interrupt 
“ their march, nor precipitate your attack. They 
“ are like a torrent, which it is dangerous to 
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( li a r. “ Item in its career. The third of riches, and the 
j4j. *• confcioufnefs of fuccefs, redouble their valour, 
“ and valour is of more avail than arms or nura- 
bers. Be patient till they have loaded themfelves 
with the incumbrance of wealth. The polfeffion 
“ of wealth will divide their counfels and allure 
your victory.” This fubtle policy is perhaps 
refinement , of the Arabian writers ; axid the 
fituation of Charles will fugged a more narrow 
and felfilh motive of procradination; the fecret 
defire of humbling the pride , and wading the 
y provinces , of the rebel duke of Aquitain. It is 

yet more probable, that the delays of Charles 
were inevitable and reludant. A danding army 
was unknown under the fird and fecond , race : 
. more than half the kingdom was now in the hands 
of the Saracens: according to. their refpedive 
fituation , the. Franks of Neudria and Auftrafia 
- were too confcious or too carelefs of the impend- 
ing danger; and the voluntary aids of the Gepidic 
and Germans were feparated by a long interval 
from the dandard of the Chridian general. No 
fooner had he collected his forces , than he fought 
and found the enemy in* the centre of France, 
between Tours and Poitiers. His well-conduded 
march was covered by a range of hills , and 
Abderame appears to have been furprifed by his 
imexpeded presence. The nations of Afia, Africa, 
and Europe, advanced with eqyal ardour to an 
encounter which would change the hidory of the 
world.. In the fix fird days*of defultory combat , 
the horfemen and archers of the Eaft maintained 
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their advantage; but in the clofer onfet . of the c h a p. 
feventh day , the Orientals were opprefled by the lik 
ftrength and ftature of the Germans, who, with 
flout hearts and iron hands 51 , afferted the civil 
and religious freedom of their pofterity. The 
epithet of Martel , the Hammer , which has been 
added to the name of Charles , is expreflive of 
his weighty and irfefiftible ftrokes : the valour of 
Eudes was excited, by refentment and emulation ; 
and their companions , in the eye of hiftory, are 
the true Peers and Paladins of French chivalry. 

After a bloody field , in which Abderame was 
flain , the Saracens, in the clofe of the evening, 
retired to their camp. In the diforder and defpair 
of the night, the various tribes of Yemen and 
Damafcus, of Africa and Spain, were provoked 
to turn their arms againft each. other: the remains 
of their hoft^vere fuddenly diffolved, and feach 
emir eonfulted his fafety hy an hafty and feparate 
retreat. At the dawn of day, the -ftilln. fs of an 
hoflile camp was fufpected by- the victorious ' 
Chriftians : on the report of their fpies , they 
ven'tured to explore the riches of the vacant tents.; 
but , if we except fome celebrated relics , a fmall 
portion of the fpoil was reftored to the innocent 
and lawful owners. The joyful tidings were foon 
diffufed over the Catholic world, andthe monks 
of Italy could affirm and believe that three hun- 
dred and'fifty, or three hundred and feventy-five 
thoufand of the Mahometans had been crulhed by 
the hammer of . Charles- ” ; while no more than 
fifteen hundred 'Chriftians were flain in the. field 
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of Tours. But this incredible tale is fufficiently 
difproved by the caution of the French general , 
■who apprehended the fnares and accidents of a 
purfuit, and difmiffed his German allies to their 
native forells. The inadivity ' of a conqueror 
betrays the lofs of (Length and blood , and the 
mod cruel execution is inflided , not in the ranks 
of battle, but on the backs of a flying enemy. 
Yef die vidory of the Franks-was complete and 
final; Aquitain was recovered by the arms of 
Eudes; the Arabs never refumed the conquell of 
GaUl, and they were foon driven beyond the 
Pyrenees by Charles Martel and his valiant race n . 
It might have been expeded that the faviour of 
Chriftendom would have. been canonized, or at 
leaft applauded , by the gratitude of the clergy , 
who are indebted to his fword for their prefent 
exigence. But in the public diftrefs , the mayor 
of the palace had been compelled to apply the 
riches, or at leaft the revenues, of the bifhops 
and abbots , to the relief of the ftate and the 
reward of the foldiers. His merits were forgotten , 
his facrilege alone was remepibered , and, in an 
epiftle to a Carlovingian prince, a Gallic fynod 
prefumes to declare that his anccftor was damned ; 
that on the opening of his tomb, the fpedators 
were affrighted by a fmell of fire and the afped 
of an horrid dragon ; and that a faint of the. times 
was indulged with a pleafant vifion of the foul 
and body of Charles Martel , burning, to all eter- 
nity , in the abyfs of hell ”. • ^ 

1 he lofs of an army , or a province , in the 
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Wellcrn world, was lefs painful to the court of chap. 
Damafcus than the rife and progrefs of a domeftic lii. 
competitor. Except among the Syrians, the caliphs { i h (l * s Abl,1,C ' 
of the houf? of Ommiyah had never been the a. D. 
obje&s of the public favour. The life of Mahomet 744 — 
recorded their perfeverance in idolatry and rebel- 
lion : their converfion had been reludlant, their 
elevation irregular and factious , and their throne 
was cemented with the moll holy and noble blood 
of Arabia. The bell of their race, the pious 
Omar , was dillatisfied with his own title : their 
pcrfonal virtues were infujficient to juflify a 
departure from the order of fuccelTion ; and the * 
eyes and withes of the faithful were turned to- 
wards the line ofHafhem and the kindred of the 
apoftle of God. Of thefe the Fatimites were 
either rafh or pufillanimousj.but the defeepdants 
of Abbas cherilhed , with courage and tliferetion, 
the hopes of their rifing fortunes. From an obfeure 
refidence in Syria, they fecretly difpatched their 
Agents and mifiionaries , who preached in the 
Eaftern provinces their hereditary indefeafible 
right y and Mohammed, the fon of Ali , the fon 
of Abdallah , the fon of Abbas, the uncle of the 
prophet, gave audience to the deputies ofChora- 
fan , and accepted their free gift of four hundred 
thoufapd pieces of gold. After the deaths of 
Mohammed , the oath of allegiance was adminif- 
tered in the name of his fon Ibrahim to a numerous 
band of votaries, who expelled [only a fignal ' _ , 
and a leader : and the governor of Chorafan 
continued to depjore his fruidefs admonitions and 
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the deadly {lumber of the caliphs of Damafcus, 
till he himfelf with all his adherents was driven 
from the city and palace of Meru , by the rebellious 
arms of Abu Modem That maker of kings , 
the author , as he is named , of the . call of the 
Abbaffides , was at length rewarded for his 
prefumption of merit with the ufuai gratitude of 
courts. A mean , perhaps a foreign, extraction 
could not reprefs the afpiring energy of Abu 
Moflem. Jealous of his wives , liberal of his 
wealth, prodigal of his own blood and of that 
of others, he could boaft with pleafure, and 
poflibly with truth, that he had deftroyed fix 
hundred thoufand of his enemies ; and fuch was 
the intrepid gravity of his mind and countenance , 
that he was never feen to fmile except on a day 
of battle. In the vifible reparation of parties the 
green was confecrated to the Fatimites; the Om- 
miades were didinguidiCd by the white, and the 
black, ns the mod adverfe , was naturally adopted 
by the Abbaflides. Their turbans and garments 
were daifled with that gloomy colour: two black 
ftandards, on pike-daves nine cubits long, were 
borne aloft in the van of Abu Moflem; and their 
allegorical names of the night and the shadow 
obfeurely reprefented the indiffoluble union and 
perpetual fucceflion of the line of Hafhem. From 
the Indus to the Euphrates the Ead was convulfed 
bythequarrel of the white and- the black factions: 
the vVbballides were mod frequently victorious; 
but their public fuccefs was clouded by the 
perfonal misfortune of their chief. The court of 
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Damafcus , awakening, from a long flumber , 1 
refolved to. prevent the pilgrimage of Mecca’, 
which Ibrahim had undertaken with a fplcndid 
retinue, to recommend himfelf at once to the 
favour" of the prophet and of the people. A 
detachment of cavalry intercepted his inarch and 
arrefted hisperfon; and the unhappy Ibrahim, 
fnatched away from thepromifeof untalled royalty, 
expired in iron fetters in the dungeons ofHaran. 
His two younger brothers, Saffah and Almanfor , 
eluded the fearch of the tyrant , and lay concealed 
at Cufa , till the zeal of the people and the ap- 
proach of his eaftern friends allowed them to 1 
expofe their perfons to the impatient public. On 
Friday , in the drefs of a caliph , in the colours of 
the fedt, -Saffah proceeded with religious and mili- 
tary pomp to the mofeh : afeending the pulpit , 
he prayed and preached as the lawful fucCeffor of 
Mahomet; and, after his departure, his kinfmeq 
bound a willing people by an oath of fidelity. 
But it was on the brinks of the Zab, and not in 
the mofeh of Cufa, that this important con troverfy 
was determined. Every advantage appeared to 
be on the .fide of the white fa&ion : the authority 
of eflabliflicd government; an. army of an hundred 
and twenty tfioufand foldiers, againfl a fixrh part 
of that number; and the prefence and meiit. of 
the caliph Mervan , the fourteenth and laft of the 
houfe'of Ommiyah. Before his accefifion to 'the 
throne , he had deferved , by his Georgian warfare, 
the honourable epithet of the afs of Mefopota- 
mia J *; and he might have been ranked among 
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C u a P. the greatefl princes, had not, fays Abulfeda, the eter* 
Hi, nal order 'decreed that moment for the ruin of his 
family; a decree againft which all human prudence 
and fortitude mull ftruggle in vain. The orders 
ofMervan were miflaken or difobeyed: the return 
of his horfe , from which he had demounted on 
a neceffary occasion , imprelfed the belief of his 
death ; and the enthufiafm of the black fquadrons 
was ably conducted by Abdallah , the uncle- of 
t his competitor. After an irretrievable defeat, the 

caliph efcaped to Moful; but the colours of the 
Abbaflides were difplayed from the rampart; he 
fuddenly repalfed the Tigris , call a melancholy 
look on his palace of Haran , croffed the Euphrates, 
abandoned the fortifications of Damafcus, and, 
without halting inPaleftine, pitched his laft and 
fatal camp at Bufir on the banks of the Nile ,f . 
Fail 0 r the His fpeed was urged by the inceflant diligence of 
Ommiades, Abdallah, who in every ftep of the purfu it acquired 
Febr#at|° *o. and reputation: the remains of the white 

fadtion were finally vanquished in Egypt ; and the 
lance, which terminated the life anti anxiety of 
Mervan , was not lefs welcome perhaps t(> the 
unfortunate than to the victorious chief. The 
mercilefs inquifition of the conqueror eradicated 
, . the molt diftant branches of the hoftile race : their 
bones were feattered , their memory was accurfed, 
and the martyrdom of Hoffein was abundantly 
revenged on the pofterity of his tyrants. Fdurfcore 
of the Ommiades , who had yielded to the faith 
or clemency of their foes , were invited to a 
banquet at Damafcus. The laws of hofpitality 
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tverei violated by a promifcuous mafiacre : the chap 
board was fpread over" their fallen bodies; and lii. 
the feftivity of the guefts was enlivened by the 
mufic of their dying groans. By the event of the 
civil war the dynafty of the Abbaffides was firmly 
eftablifhed-; but the Chriftians only could triumph 
in the mutual hatred and common lofs of the 
difciple? of Mahomet 

Yet the thoufands who were fwept away by the Revolt of 
fword of war might have been fpecdily retrieved 
in the fucceeding generation, if the confequences 
of the revolution had not tended to diffolve the 
power and unity of the empire of tb'e Saracens. 

In the profeription of the Ommiades , a royal 
youth of the name of Abdalrahman alone efcaped' 
the rage of his enemies , who hunted the wandering 
exile from the banks of the Euphrates to the vallies 
ofmount Atlas. His prefence in the neighbourhood 
of Spain, revived the zeal of the white fa&ion, . 

The name and caufcof the Abbaffides had been firft 
vindicated by the Perfians : the W eft had been 
pure from civil arms ; and the fervants of the 
abdicated family ftill held , by a precarious tenure, 
the inheritance- of their lands and the offices of 
government. Strongly prompted by gratitude , . 
indignation, arid fear, they invited the grandfon 
of the caliph Hafhem to afeend the throne of his 
anceftors ; and in his defperatc condition - , the 
extremes of rafhncfs and prudence were almoft the 
fame. The acclamations of the people faluted his 
landing on the coaft of Andalufia; and , after a 
fuccefsful ftruggle, Abdalrahman eftablifhed the 



Digitized by Google 



CHAP. 

HI. 



Triple ditfi. 
lion of the 
talipliate. • 



* 



?1 a pii li- 
cence of the 
caliphs , 

A. D. 
750 960 



3*o THE DECLINE AND.F ALL 

throne of Cordova., and was the father of the 
Qmmiades of Spain , who reigned above two 
hundred and fifty .years from .the Atlantic to the 
Pyrenees He flew in battle a lieutenant of the 
Abhaffides, who had invaded his dominions with 
a fleet, and army: the bead of' Ala, in fait and 
camphire, was fufpended by a daring meffenger 
before the palace of Mecca; arid the caliph Al- 
m a nf or rejoiced in his fafety , that he was removed 
by feas and lands from fu'ch a formidable adverfary. 
Their mutual defigns or declarations of oftenfive 
War evaporated without eft'edt; but inftead of 
opening a’cjodr to the conqueft of Europe, Spain 
was dilfevered from the trunk of the monarchy, 
engaged in perpetual hoftility with the Eaft, and 
inclined to peace and friendflrip with the Chriftian* 
fovvreigns of Conftantinople and France. The 
example of the Ommiades was. imitated by the 
Teal or fictitious progeny of Ali, the Edriffites of 
Mauritania, and the more powerful Fatimites of 
Africa and Egypt. In the tenth century, the 
chair of Mahomet was difputed by three caliphs 
or commanders of the faithful, who reigned at 
Bagdad', Cairoan, and Cordova, excommunicated 
each other, and agreed 'only, in a principle of 
difeord , that a fectary is more odious and criminal 
than aii unbeliever 4 \ i •* 

Mecca was the patrimony of the line of Haflie'm, 
yet the Abbaflidcs were never tempted to relide. 
either ift the birth-place or the city of die ptophet. 
Damafcus wasdifgraced by the choice, and polluted 
with the blqpd, of the Onmiiad?s; aud after foiine 

4 



Digitized by C 




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 351 

hefitation, Almanfor, the brother and fucceffor of 
Saffah, laid the foundations of Bagdad 4I , the 
Imperial feat of his pofterity during a reign of 
five hundred years 4 *. The chofen fpot is oti the 
eaftern bank of the,Tig r * s about fifteen miles above 
the ruins of Modain: the double wall was of a 
circular form ; and fuch was the rapid encreafe of 
•a capital, now dwindled to a provincial town , that 
the funeral of a popular faint might be attended 
by eight hundred thoufand men and fixty thoufand 
women of Bagdad and the adjacent villages. In 
this city of peace 4i , amidft the riches of the Eaft, 
the Abbaflides foon difdained the abftinence and 
frugality of the firfi caliphs, and afpired to emulate 
the magnificence of the Perfian kings. After his 
wars and buildings, Almanfor left behind him in 
gold and filver about thirty millions fieri ing 44 ; 
and this treafure was exhaufied in a few years by 
the vices or virtues of his children. Jdis fon 
Mahadi , in afingle pilgri-mage to Mecca, expended 
fix millions ofyJinars of gold. A pious and charitable 
motive may fa notify the foundation of citterns and 
caravanl'eras , which he diftributed along a meafured 
road of feven hundred miles ; but his train of 
camels , laden with fuoW , could ferve only to 
aftonifh the natives of Arabia, and to refrefh the 
fruits and .liquors of the royal banquet 4 ’. The 
courtiers would furely praife the liberality of his 
grandfon Almamon,' who gave away four fifths 
of the income of a province , a fum of two millions 
four. hundred thoufand gold dinars, before he drew 
his foot from the -ftirrup.. At the nuptials of the- 



* I * ■ ■ r . * . 

352 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap, fame prince , a thoufand pearls of the largefl fize 
III. were fhowered on the head of the bride 4 ‘, and a 
lottery of lands and houfes difplayed the capricious 
’ bounty of fortune. The glories of the court were 
brightened rather than impaired in the decline of 
the empire; and a Greek ambaffador might admire 
or pity the magnificence of the feeble IVIo&ader. 
“The caliph’s whole army,” fays the hiflorian 
Abulfeda , “ both horfe and foot j was under arms , 
“ which together made a body of one hundred 
tc and fixty thoufand men.. His (late- officers', 
cc the favourite Haves,, flood near him in fpleridid 
te apparel., their- belts glittering with gold and 
<£ gems. Near them wer’efeven thoufand eunuchs, 
“ four thoufand of them white , the remainder 
“ black. The porters or door- keepers were in 
“ number feven hundred. Barges and boats, with 
c< the moflfuperb decorations, were feen fwimming 
“ upon, the Tigris. Nor was the palace itfelf lefs 
“ fpJendid, in which were hung up thirty -eight 
ct thoufand pieces of tapeflry, twelv£ thoufand 
“ five hundred of which were of filk -embroidered 
“ with gold. The carpets on the floor were 
“ twenty -two thoufand. An hundred lions wei'e 
“ brought out' with .a keeper to each lion * 7 . 
<c Among the other fpeclacles of rare and flupendous 
“ luxury , was a tree of gold and filver fpreading 
“ into eighteen large branches , on which , and 

• ( l on the Iefler boughs, fit a variety of birds 
“ made of the fame precious metals, as well as 

the leaves of the tree. While the machinery 
ft affedted fpontaneous inotions, the feveral birds 

■ , “ warbled 
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* warbled their natural harmony. Through this c h a pj, 
“ fcene of magnificence, the Greek ambaflador Lit. 

“ was led by the vifir to the foot of the caliph’s 
w throne ” In the Weft , the Ommiades of 
Spain ftipported, with equal pomp, the title of 
commander of the faithful. Three miles from 
Cordova, in honour of his favourite fultana, the 
third and greateft of the Abdalrahmans conftrutfted 
the city, palace, and gardens of Zehra. Twenty- 
five years , and above three millions fterling , 
were employed by the founder: his liberal tafte 
invited the artifts of Conftantinoplc , the moft 
fkilful lculptors and architects of the age; and the 
buildings were fuftained or adorned by twelve 
hundred columns of Spanifh and African , of Greek 
and Italian marble. The hall of audience was 
encrufted with gold and pearls, and a great bafon 
in the centre, was furrounded with the curious 
and coftly figures of birds and quadrupeds. In a 
lofty pavilion of the gardens , one of thefe bafons 
and fountains, fo delightful in a fultry climate 
was replenilhed not with water , . bifl with the 
pureft quickfilver. The feraglio of Abdalrahman, 
his wives , concubines , and black eunuchs , 
amounted to fix thoufand three hundred perfons ; 
and he was attended to the field by a guard of 
twelve thoufand horfe , wliofe belts and fcymetars 
were ftuddcd with gold 4 *. 

In a private condition , our defires are perpetually its confe- 
repreffed by poverty and fubordination ; but the 
lives and labours of millions are devoted to the public htppi. 
fervice of a dTpotic prince, whofc laws are nefl- 
Yol. IX. A a 
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chap, blindly obeyed , and vvhofe wifhes are inftantly 
in. gratified. Our imagination is dazzled by the 
fplendid pi&ure ; and whatever may be the cool 
didates of reafon , there are few among us who 
would obitina e!y refufe a trial of the comforts 
and the cares of royalty. It may therefore be of 
fome ufe to borrow the experience of the fame 
Abdalrahman, whofe magnificence has perhaps 
excited our admiration and envy, and to tranferibe 
an authentic memorial which was found in the 
clofet of the deceafed caliph. “ 1 have now reigned 
“ above fifty years in vidory or peace; beloved 
. by my fubjeds, dreaded by my enemies, and 
“ refpeded by my allies. Riches and honours , 
“ power and pleafure, have waited on my call, 
“ nor does any earthly blelfing appear to have 
“ been wanting to my felicity. In this fituation, 
“ I have diligently numbered the days of pure 
“ and genuine happinefs which have fallen to my 
“ lot: they amount to Fourteen: — O man! 
cc place not thy confidence in this prefent world **.” 
2 he luxurjr of the caliphs , fo ufelefs to their 
private happinefs, relaxed the nerves, and termi- 
nated the progrefs, of the Arabian empire. Tem- 
poral and fpiricual conqneil had been the foie 
occupation of the firlt fucceflors of Mahomet; 
and after fupplying themfelves with the neceffaries 
of life, the whole revenue wasforupuloufly devoted 
to that falutary work. The Abbaflides were 
impoverifhed by the multitude of their wants and 
their contempt of (Economy. Inllead ofpurfuing 
the great objed of ambition , their leifure , their 
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affections, the powers of their mind , were diverted chap. 
by pomp and pleafure: the rewards of valour tu. 
•were embezzled by women and eunuchs, and the 
royal camp was encumbered by the luxury of the 
palace. A fimilar temper was diffufed among the 
fubjects of the caliph. Their (lern enthufiafm 
was foftened by time and profperity: they fought 
riches in the occupations of induftry , fame in . 
the purfuits of literature, and happinefs. in the 
tranquillity of domeftic life. War was no longer 
the palfion of the Saracens; and the encreafe of 
pay , the repetition of donatives, were infuffic.ienC 
to allure the pofterity of tliofe voluntary champions 
who had crowded to the ftandard of Abubekef 
and Omar for the hopes of fpoil and of paradife. 

Under the reign of the Ommiades, the fludies I " trodu!,5<7n 

, . .of learning 

of the Moflems were confined to the interpretation among the 
of the Koran, and the eloquence and poetry of Arabian *» 
their native tongue. A people continually expofed & c . 313 ? ei# 
to the dangers of the field , muft efleem the healing 
powers of medicine or rather of furgery : but the 
flarving phyficians of Arabia murmured a com- 
plaint , that exercife and temperance deprived 
them of the greatcft part of their pra&ice After 
their civil and domellic wars, the fubjedts of the 
Abbaffides, awakening from this mental lethargy, 
found leifure and felt curiofity for the acquifition 
of profane fcience. This fpirit was firft encouraged 
by the caliph Almanfor , who befides his knowledge 
of the Mahometan law, had applied himfelf with 
fuccefs to the ftudy of aftronomy. But when th 
fceptre devolved to Almamon, thefeventh of the 
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chap. AbbafTides , he completed the defigns of his 
HI. grandfather, and invited the mnfes from their' 
ancient feats. His ambaffadors at Conftantinople, 
his agents in Armenia, Syria, and Egypt, col- 
lected the volumes of Grecian fcience : at his 
command they were tranllated by the molt fkilfuf 
interpreters into the Arabic language: his fubjetfts 
. were exhorted aftiduoufiy to perufe thefe inftrudtivc 
writings; and the fucceffor of Mahomet affifted 
with pleafure and modelly at the affemblies and 
difputations of the learned. “ He was not ignorant ,” 
fays Abulpharagius , “that they are the eled of 
* God, his belt and rr.oft ufeful fervants, whofe 
“ lives are devoted to the improvement of their 
“ rational faculties. The mean ambition of the 
“ Chinefe or the Turks may glory in the induftry 
“ of their hands or the indulgence of their brutal 
“ appetites. Yet thefe dextrous artifls muftview, 

“ with hopelefs emulation , the hexagons and 
“ pyramids of the cells of a bee -hive 51 : thefe 
“ fortitudinous heroes are awed by the fuperior 
“ fiercenefs of the lions and tigers; and in their 
“ amorous enjoyments, they are much inferior to 
“ the vigour of the grofleft and moft fordid 
“ quadrupeds. The teachers of wifdom are the 
cc true luminaries and legiftators of a world, which, 

“ without their aid, would again fink in ignorance 
“ and barbarifm ” The zeal and curiofity of 
Alraamon were imitated by fucceeding princes of 
the line of Abbas : their rivals, the Fatimites of 
Africa and the Ommiades of Spain, were the 
patrons of the learned , as well as the commanders 
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©f the faithful ; the fame royal prerogative was chap. 
claimed by their independent emirs of the pro- Lir. 
vinces; and their emulation diffufed the tafle and 
the rewards of fcience from Samarcand and Bochara 
to Fez and Cordova. The vifir of a fultan 
confecrated a fum of two hundred thoufand pieces 
of gold to the foundation of a college at Bagdad, 
which he endowed with an annual revenue of 
fifteen thoufand dinars. The fruits of inftrudlion 
•were communicated , perhaps at different times, 
to fix thoufand difciples of every degree, from 
the fon of the noble to that of the mechanic: -a 
fufficient allowance was provided for the indigent 
fcholars, and the merit or indullry of the profeffors 
was repaid with adequate ftipends. In every city 
the produ&ions of Arabic literature were copied 
and collected by the curiofity of the ftudious and 
the vanity of the rich. A private do&or refufed 
the invitation of the fultan of Bochara, becaufe 
the carriage of his books would have required 
four hundred camels. The royal library of the 
Fatimites confifted of one hundred thoufand 
manufcripts , elegantly tranfcribed and fplendidly 
bound , which were lent, without jealoufy or 
avarice , to the ftudents of Cairo. Yet this 
colledtion mull appear moderate, if we can believe 
that the Ommiades of Spain had formed a library 
of fix hundred thoufand volumes, forty -four of 
which were employed in the mere catalogue. 

Their capital, Cordova, with the adjacent towns 
of Malaga, Almeria, and Murcia, had given 
birth to more than three hundred writers , and 
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e H a p above feventy public libraries were opened in the 
Ml. cities of the Andalufian kingdom. The age of 

. Arabian learning continued about five hundred 

years, till the great eruption of the Moguls , and 
was coteval with the darkeft and moll flothful 
period of European annals; but fince the fun of 
i’cience has arifen in the Weft, it fhould feem 
that the Oriental ftudies have languiflied and 
declined ,4 . 

Th<rir real In the libraries of the Arabians, as in thofe of * 

thl^itkVcet Europe, the far greater part of the innumerable 
volumes were poffelfed only of local value or 
imaginary merit The {helves were crowded 
with orators and poets, whofe ftyle was adapted 
to the tafte and manners of their countrymen; 
with general and partial hiftories, which each 
revolving generation fupplied with a new harveft 
of perfons and events ; with codes and com- 
mentaries of jurifprudence , which derived their 
. authority from the law of the prophet; with the 
interpreters of the Koran, and orthodox tradition, 
and with the whole theological tribe, polemics, 
myftics , fcholaftics, and. moralifts , the firft or 
the laft of writers , according to the different 
eftimate of fceptics or believers. The works of 
fpeculation or fcience may be reduced to the four 
claftes of philofophy , mathematics , aftronomy , 
and phyfic. The fages of Greece wcr« tranflated 
and illuftrated in the Arabic language , and fome 
treatifes , now loft in the original, have been 
recovered in the verfions of the Eaft '* , which 
polTefled and ftudied the writings of Ariflotic 
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and Plato, of Euclid and Apollonius, of Ptolemy, 
Hippocrates , and Galen ’\ Among the ideal 
fyftems, which have varied with the fafhion of 
the times, the Arabians adopted the philofophy 
of the Stagirite, alike intelligible or alike obfcure 
for the readers of every age. Plato wrote for 
the Athenians , and his allegorical genius is too 
clofely" blended with the language and religion 
of Greece. After the fall of that religion, the 
Peripatetics, emerging from their obfeurity, 
prevailed in *the controverfies of the Oriental 
feds , and their founder was long afterwards 
redored by the Mahometans of Spain to the 
Latin fchools The phyfics, both of the 
Academy and the Lycaeum , as they are built, 
not on obfervation, but on argument,' have 
retarded the progrefs of real knowledge. The 
metaphyfics of infinite, or finite, fpirit , have 
too often been enlided in the fervice of fuperdi- 
tion. But the human faculties are fortified by the 
art and pradice of dialedics; the ten predica- 
ments of Ariflotle colled and methodife our 
ideas '* , and his fyllogifm is the keened weapon 
of difpute. It was dextroudy wielded in the 
fchools of the Saracens, but as it is more effedual 
for the detedion of error than for the invediga- 
tion of truth , it is not furprifmg that new 
generations of maders and difciples fliould dill 
revolve in the fame circle of logical argument. 
The mathematics are didinguilhed by a peculiar 
privilege, that, in the courfe of ages, they may 
always advance, and can never recede. But ther 
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ciiat. ancient geometry, if I am not mifinformed, was 
HI, refamed in the fame ftate by the Italians of the 
fifteenth century ; and whatever may be the 
origin of the name , the fcience of algebra is 
afcribed to the Grecian Diophantus by the modeft 
teRimony of the Arabs themfelves They cul- 
tivated with-more fucccfs the fublime fcience of 
aRronomy, which elevates the mind of man to 
difdain his diminutive planet and momentary 
exiftence. The coftly inftruments of obfervatiou 
were fupplied by the caliph Almamon, and the 
land of the Chaldacans. Hill afforded the fame 
f[)acioiis level , the fame unclouded horizon. In 
the plains of Sinaar, and a fecond time in 'thofe 
of Cufa, his mathematicians accurately meafured 
a degree of the great circle of the earth, and 
determined at twenty-four thoufand miles the 
entire circumference of our globe From the 
reign of the Abbaffides to that of the grandchil- 
dren of Tamerlane, the flars, without the aid of 
glaffes, were diligently obferved ; and the aftrono- 
mical tables of Bagdad, Spain, and Samarcand 
correct fome minute errors , without daring to 
renounce the hypothefis of Ptolemy , without 
advancing a Rep towards the difeovery of the 
folar fyffem. In the eaftern courts , the truths of 
fcience could be recommended only by ignorance 
and folly, and the aRronomer would have been 
difregarded , had he not debafed his wifdom or 
honeRy by the- vain predictions of aRrology **. 
But in the fcience of medicine , the Arabians 
jiave "been defervedly applauded- The name of 
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Mefua ^nd Geber, of Razis and Avicenna, are chap. 
ranked with the Grecian matters; in the city of in. 
Bagdad , eight hundred and fixty phyficians were 
licenfed to exercife their lucrative profeflion “ : 
jn Spain , the life of the Catholic princes was 
entrufted to the (kill of the Saracens **, and the 
fchool of Salerno , their legitimate offspring, 
revived in Italy and Europe the precepts of the 
healing art *\ The fueccfs of each profelfor mutt 
have been influenced by perfonal and accidental 
caufes; but we may form a lefs fanciful efiimate 
of the general knowledge of anatomy * 7 , bo- 
tany ,s , and chemittry *’ , the threefold bafis of 
their theory and practice. A fuperttitious rever- 
ence for- the dead confined both the Greeks 
and the Arabians to the diffedion of apes and 
quadrupeds ; the more folid and vifible parts 
were known in the time of Galen, and the finer 
ferutiny of the human frame was referved for 
the microfcope and the injedions of modem 
artitts. Botany is an adive fcience , and the 
difeoveries of the torrid zone might enrich the 
herbal of Diofcorides with two thoufand plants. 

Some traditionary knowledge might be fecreted 
in the temples and monafteries of Egypt; much 
ufeful experience had been acquired in the 
pradice of arts and manufadures; but the fcience 
of chemittry owes its origin and improvement to 
the induftry of the Saracens. They firft invented 
and named the alembic for the purpofes of diftil- 
lation , analyfed the fubftances of the three 
Jvingdom9 of nature, tried the diftindion ^nd 
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chap, affinities of alcalis and acids , and converted the 
III. poifonous minerals into foft and falutary medi- 
cines. Rut the moll eager fearch of Arabian 
chemiftry was the tranfmutation of metals , and 
the elixir of immortal health': the reafon and the 
fortunes of thoufands were evaporated in the 
crucibles of alchytny, and the confummation of 
the great work was promoted by the worthy aid 
of myftery, fable, and fuperflition. * 
want ofern- But the Moflems deprived themfelves of the 
aud°&teddm P r ^ llc 'P n ^ benefits of a familiar intercourfe with 
Greece and Rome , the knowledge of antiquity, 
the purity of talle, and the freedom of thought. 
Confident in the riches of their native tongue , 
the Arabians difdained the ftudy of any foreign 
idiom. The Greek interpreters were chofcn 
among their Chriftian fubje&s; they formed their 
tranfiations , fometimes on the original text, 
more frequently perhaps on a Syriac verfion: 
and in the crowd of allronomers and phyficians, 
there is no example of a'poet^an orator, or 
even an hillorian , being taught to fpeak the 
language of the Saracens 7 \ The mythology of 
Homer would have provoked the abhorrence of 
thofe Hern fanatics: they polTelfed in lazy ignor- 
ance the colonies of the Macedonians, and the 
provinces of Carthage and Rome: the heroes of 
Plutarch and Livy were buried in oblivion ; and 
the hiftory of the world before Mahomet was 
reduced to a Abort legend of the patriarchs, the 
prophets , and the Perfian kings. Our education 
in die Greek and Latin fchools may have fixed 
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111 our mind a ftandard of exclufive tafte; and I 
am not forward to condemn the literature and 
judgment of nations , of whofe language I am 
ignorant. Yet I know that the dallies have much 
to teach , and I believe . that the Orientals have 
much to learn : the temperate dignity of ftyle , 
the graceful proportions of art , the forms of 
vifible and intellectual beauty, the juft delineation 
of chara&er and paflion, the rhetoric of narrative 
and argument, the regular fabric of epic and 
dramatic poetry 7l . The influence of truth and 
reafon is of a lefs ambiguous complexion. The 
philofophers of Athens and Rome enjoyed the 
bleflings, and afferted the rights, of civil and 
religious freedom. Their moral and political 
\yritings might have gradually unlocked the 
fetters^of Eaftern defpotifm , diffufed a liberal 
fpirit of enquiry and toleration , and encouraged 
the Arabian fages to fufpeCl that their caliph 
was a tyrant and their prophet an impoftor 7 *. 
The inftinCt of fuperftition was alarmed by the 
introduction even of the abftraCt fciences ; and 
the more rigid dodtors of the law condemned 
the rafh and pernicious curiofity of Almamon 7 \ 
To the third of martyrdom, thevifion of paradife, 
and the belief of predeftination , we mull aferibe 
the invincible enthufiafm of the prince and people. 
And the fword of the Saracens became lefs 
formidable , when their youth was drawn away 
from the camp to the college, when the armies 
of the faithful prefumed to read and to reflect. 
Yet the foolilh vanity of the Greeks was jealous 



HAP. 
LI I. 



Digitized by Google 




364 the decline and fall 



CHAP. 

III. 

Wars of Ha. 
run al Riishii 
aixainft the 
Romans, 

A I) 

781 SOS. 



of their {Indies , and relucflantly imparted the 
facred fire to the Barbarians of the Eaft 7 \ 

In the bloody conflict of the Ommiades and 
Abbaflides, the Greeks had Bolen the opportunity 
of avenging their wrongs and enlarging their 
limits. But a fevere retribution was exadted by 
Mohadi , the third caliph of the new dynafly, 
who feized in his turn the favourable opportunity, 
while a woman and a child, Irene and Tlonftan- 
tine , were feated on the Byzantine throne. An 
army of ninety-five thoufand Perfians and Arabs 
was fent from the Tigris to the Thracian Bofpho- 
rus, under the command of Harun ”, or Aaron, 
the fecond fon of the commander of the faithful. 
His encampment on the oppofite heights of 
Chryfopolis or Scutari, informed Irene, in her 
palace of Conftantinople , of the lofs of her 
troops and provinces. With the confent or 
connivance of their fovereign her minifters fub. 
fcribed an ignominious peace ; and the exchange 
of fome royal gifts could not difguife the annual 
tribute of feventy thoufand dinars of gold, which 
was impofed on the Roman empire. The Sara* 
cens had too rafhly advanced into the midft of a 
diftant and hoftile land : their retreat was folicited 
by the promife of faithful guides and plentiful 
markets ; and not a Greek had courage to 
whifper, that their weary forces might be fur. 
rounded and deftroyed in their necedary padag® 
between a flippery mountain and the river 
Sangarius. Five years after this expedition, Harun 
afeended the throne of his father and his elder 
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brother; the moft powerful and vigorous monarch chap. 
of his race, illuftrious in the Weft, as the ally ui. 
of Charlemagne, and familiar to the moft chiJdilh * 
readers, as the perpetual hero of the Arabian 
tales. His title to the naipe of Al Rashid (the Juft) 
is fullied by the extirpation of the generous , 
perhaps the innocent, Barmecides; yet he could 
liften to the complaint of a poor widow who 
had been pillaged by hi? troops, and who dared, 
in a paifagc of the Koran •, to threaten the inat- 
tentive defpot with the judgment of God and 
poftcrity. His court was adorned with luxury 
and fcience; but, in a reign of three-and-twenty 
years, Harun repeatedly vifited his provinces 
from Chorafan to Egypt; nine times he performed 
the pilgrimage of Mecca ; eight times he invaded 
the territories of the Romans; and as often as 
they declined the payment of the tribute, they 
were taught to feel that a month -of depredation 
was more coftly than a year of fubmiflion. But 
when the unnatural mother of Conftantine was 
depofed and banifhed , her fucceftor Nicephorus 
refolved to obliterate this badge of fervitude 
and difgrace. The epiftle of the emperor to the 
caliph was pointed with an allufion to the game 
of chefs , which had already fpread from PeiTia 
to Greece. “ The queen (he fpoke of Irene) 

“ confidered you as a rook, and herfelf as a pawn. 

“ That pufdlanimous female fubmitted to pay a < 

“ tribute, the double of which fhe ought to 
cc have exacted from the Barbarians. Reftore 
therefore the fryits of your injuftice, or abide 
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chap. ct the determination of the fword. ” At thefe 
Hi. words the ambaffadors call a bundle of fwords 
before the foot of the throne. The caliph 
fmiled at the menace , and drawing his feyme- 
tar , famfamak , a weapon of hiftoric. or fabu- 
lous renown, he cut afunder the feeble arms of 
the’ Greeks , without turning the edge , oY 
endangering the temper, of his blade. He then 
di&ated an epiftle of tremendous brevity: cc In 
“ the name of the moft merciful God , Harun 
“ al Rafhid , commander of the faithful , to 
“ Nicephorus , the Roman dog. I have read thy 
<l letter, O thou fon of an unbelieving mother. 
“ Thou flialt not hear, thou flialt behold my 
“ reply. ” It was written in characters of blood 
and fire on the plains of Phrygia ; and the 
warlike celerity of the Arabs could only be 
checked By the arts of deceit and the fhew of 
repentance. The triumphant caliph retired , after 
the fatigues of the campaign , to his favourite 
palace of Racca on the Euphrates. ’* ; but the 
diftance of five hundred miles , and the incle- 
mency of the feafon, encouraged his adverfary 
to violate the peace. Nicephorus was aftonilhed 
by the bold and rapid march of the commander 
of the faithful, who repaired , in the depth of 
winter, the fnows of mount Taurus: his ftrata* 
gems of policy ancl war were exhaufted ; and the 
perfidious Greek elcaped with three wounds from 
a field of battle overfpread with forty thoufand 
of his fubjeds. Yet the emperor was afhamed of 
fubmifiion, and tf\c caliph was refolyed on victory. 
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One hundred and thirty*- five thoufand regular 
foldiers received pay, and were inferibed in the 
military roll; and above three hundred thoufand 
perfons of every denomination marched under the 
black ftandard of the Abbaflides. They fwept 
the furface of Afia Minor far beyond Tyana and 
Ancyra, and inverted the Pontic Heraclea 77 , 
once a flourifhing (late, -now a paltry town; at 
that time capable of Curtaining in her antique 
walls a month’s fiege againft the forces of the 
Eaft. The ruin was complete , the fpoil was 
ample; but if Harun had been converfant with 
Grecian ftory , he would have regretted the 
ftatue of Hercules, whofe attributes, the club, 
the bow, the quiver, and the lion’s hide, were 
fculptured in marty gold. The progrefs of defla- 
tion by fea and land, from the Euxine to the ifle 
of Cyprus , compelled the emperor Nicephorus 
to retrad his haughty defiance. In the new 
treaty, the ruins of Heraclea were left for ever 
as a lertbn and a trophy; and the coin of the 
tribute was marked with the image and fuper- 
feription of Harun and his three Cons r *. Yet 
this plurality of lords might contribute to remove 
the diflionour of the Roman name. After the 
death of their father, the heirs of the caliph 
Were involved in civil difeord, and the conqueror, 
the liberal Almamon, was fufficiently engaged in 
the reftoration of domeftic peace and the intro- 
duction of foreign fcience. 

Under the reign of Almamon at Bagdad, of 
Michael the Stammerer at Conftantinople , the 
iflands of Crete 7 ‘ and Sicily were fubdued by 
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chap, the Arabs. The former of thefe conquefts is 
LH. difdained by their own writers, who were ignorant 
of the fame of Jupiter and Minos , but it has not 
been overlooked by the Byzantine hiftorians , 
who now begin to call a clearer light on the 
affairs of their own times **. A band of Anda- 
lufian volunteers , difcontented with the climate 
or government of Spain 4 explored the adventures 
of the fea ; but as they failed in no more than 
ten or twenty gallies , their warfare mufi be 
branded with the name of piracy. As the fubjedts 
and fedlaries of the white party , they might law- 
fully invade the dominions of the black caliphs. 
A rebellious fadtion introduced them into Alex- 
andria *' ; they cut in pieces both friends and 
foes, pillaged the churches and the mofch , fold 
above fix thoufand Chriftian captives, and main- 
tained their Ration in the capital of Egypt , till 
they were oppreffed by the forces and the prefence 
of Almamon himfelf. From the mouth of the 
Nile to the Hellefpont , the iflands and feacoafts 
both of the Greeks and Moflems were expofed to 
their depredations; they faw, they envied , they 
tailed, the fertilityof Crete, and foon returned with 
forty gallies to a more ferious attack. The Andalu- 
fians wandered over the land fearlefs and unmoleft- 
ed ; but when they defeended with their plunder to 
the feafhore, their veffels were in flames, and their 
chief, Abu Caab, confelfed himfelf the author of 
themifehief. Their clamours accufed his madnefs or 
treachery. <c Of what do you complain? ’’replied 
the crafty emir, “ 1 have brought you to a land 

“ flowing 
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** flowing with milk and honey. Here is youp c :i, a p. 

“ true country; repofe from your toils, aird forget 1.11. 
rt the barren place of your nativity.” . “ And 
“ our wives and chjldren?” “ Your beauteous 
t{ captives will, fupply the place of your wives’, 

* and in their embraces you will foon. become 
te the fathers of a new progeny. ” The firft 
habitation was their camp , with a ditch and 
rampart , in the bay of Suda ; but an apoflate 
monk led them to a more defirable poutiou 
in the eaftern parts; and ‘the name of Candax , 
their fortrefs and coloifcr , ha? been extended to 
the whole ifland, under the corrupt and modern 
appellation of Candia. The hundred cities of the 
age of Minos were diminilhed to thirty; and of 
thefe', only one , moll probably Cydonia , had' 
courage to retain the fubftance of freedom and 
the profeilion of Chriftianity. The Saracens of ' 

Crete foon repaired the lofs of their navy; and 
the timbers of mount Ida were launched into 
the main. During an hoftile period , of one 
hundred and thirty-eight years, the princes of 
Conftantinople attacked thefe licentious corfairs 
with fruitlefs courfes and ineffectual arm$. 

The lofs of Sicily 11 was occafioned by an ad and of Sicily, 
of fuperftitious rigour. An amorous youth who ^ A - 
had ftolea.a nun from her cloyfter, was fentenced 
by the emperor to the amputation of his tongue. 

• Euphemius appealed to the reafon and policy of 
the Saracens of Africa ; and foon returned with 
the Imperial purple , a fleet of one hundred 
fliips , and an army of feven hundred horfe and 

Vol. IX. 1 B b 
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p. ten thoufand foot. They landed at Mazara near 
the ruins of the ancient Selinus; but after fome 
partial victories , Syracufe ** was delivered by 
the Greeks , the a po ft ate was ffain before her 
walls , and his African friends were reduced to 
the neceffity of feeding on the flefb of their own 
liorfes. In their turn they were relieved b.y a 
powerful reinforcement of their brethren of An- 
dalufia; the largcll and wcflern part of the-ifland 
was gradually reduced , and the commodious 
harbour of Palermo was chofen-for the feat of 
the naval and military power of the Saracens. 
Syracufe preferved about fifty years the faith 
which fhc had fworn to Chrift and to Csefar. 

. In the lad and fatal fiege , her citizens difplayed 
fome remnant of the fpirit which had formerly 
refilled the powers of Athens and Carthage. 
They flood above twenty days againfi: the bat- 
tering-rams and catapult ct , the mines and tortoifes 
of the befiegers , and the place might have been 
relieved , if the mariners of the Imperial fleet 
had not been detained at Conftantinople in build- 
ing a church to the Virgin Mary. .The deacon 
Theodofius , with the bifliop and clergy , was 
dragged in chains from the altar to Palermo, 
call into a fubtcrraneous dungeon, and expofed 
to the hourly peril of death or apoflacy. His 
pathetic , and not inelegant complaint , may be 
read as the epitaph of his country *\ From the 
Roman conqtieft to this final’ calamity, Syracufe, 
now dwindled to the primitive ifie of Ortygea, 
had "infenfibly declined. Yet the relies were dill 
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precious; the plate of the cathedral weighed five chap 
thoufand pounds of Giver; the entire fpoil was U i 
computed at one million of pieces of gold (about 
four hundred thoufand pounds fterling), and the 
captives mud out number the feventeen’ thoufand 
Chriftians, who were tranfported from the fack 
of Tauromenium into African fervittfde. In Sicily 
the religion and language of the Greeks were 
eradicated ; and fuch was the docility of the; 
rifmg generation , that fifteen thoufand boys were 
circumcifed and clothed on the fame day with 
the fon of the Fatimite caliph. The Arabian 
fquadrons iflued from the harbours of Palermo, 

Bifcrta, and Tunis; an hundred and fifty towns 
of Calabria and Campania were attacked and 
pillaged ; nor could the fuburbs of Rome be de- 
fended by the name of the Caefars and apoflles. 

Had the Mahometans been united, Italy mud 
have fallen an eafy and glorious acceflion to the 
• empire of the prophet. But the caliphs of Bagdad 
had loft their authority in the Weft; the Aglab- 
ites and Fatimites ufurped the provinces of 
Africa; their emirs of Sicily afpired to inde- 
pendence; and the defign of cooqueft and do- 
minion was degraded to a repetition of predatory 
inroads 7 

In the fufferings of nroftrate Italy, the name 
of Rome awakens a folemn.and mournful recol- Rome h y the 
ledion. A fleet of Saracens from the African 
coaft prefumed to enter the mouth of the Tyber, 
and to approach a city which even yet, in her 
fallen ftate, was revered as the metropolis of the 
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Chriftian world. The gates apd ramparts were 
guarded by a trembling people; but the tombs 
and temples of St. Peter and St. Paul were left 
expofed in the fuburbs of the Vatican and of' 
the Oftian way. Their invifible fandity had 
proteded them againft the Goths, the Vandals, 
and the Lombards; but the Arabs difdained both 
the gofpel and the legend ; and their rapacious 
fpirit was approved and animated by the precepts 
of the Koran. The Chriftian idols were 'ftripped 
of their coftly offerings, a filver altar was torn 
away from the fhnne of St. Peter ; and if the 
bodies or the buildings, were left entire, their 
deliverance muft be imputed to the hafte , rather 
than the fcruples , of the Saracens. In their 
courfe along the Appian way , they pillaged 
Fun.di and befieged Gayeta; but they had turned 
aftde from the walls of Rome, and, by their 
divifions, the Capitol was faved from the yoke 
of the prophet of Mecca. The fame danger ftill 
impended on the heads of the Roman people; 
and their domeftic force was unequal to the 
affault of an African emir. They claimed the 
prote&ion of their Latin fovereign ; but the 
Carlovingian ftandard was overthrown by a 
detachment of the Barbarians : they meditated 
the reftoration of the Greek emperors; but the 
attempt was treafonable, and the fuccour remote 
and precarious **. Their diftrefs appeared to 
receive fome aggravation from the death of their 
fpiritual and temporal chief ; but the prefling 
emergency fuperfeded the forms and intrigues of 
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an ele&fon ; and the unanimous choice of pope chap. 
Leo the Ifcurth 17 was the fafety of the church in. 
and city. This pontiff was born a Roman ; the 
courage of the firft ages of the republic glowed 
in his breaft; and, amidft the ruins of his coun- 
try , he flood eredl , like one of the firm and 
lofty columns that, rear their heads above the 
fragments of the Roman forum. The firft days 
of his reign were confecrated to the purification 
and removal of relics, to prayers and procedions, 
and to. all the folenan offices of religion, which 
ferved at leafl to heal the imagination , and 
reflore the hopes, of the multitude. The public 
defence had been long negledled, not from the 
prefumption of peace, but from the diflrefs and 
poverty of the times. As far as the fcantincfs 
of his means , and the fhortnefs of his leifure 
would allow, the ancient walls were repaired by 
the command of Leo; fifteen towers, in the moft 
acceffible flations , were built or renewed ; two 
of thefe commanded on either fide the Tyber; 
and an iron chain was drawn acrofs.the flreqm 
to impede the afcent of ah holtile’ navy. The 
Romans were affured of a fhort refpite by the 
welcome news , that the fiege of Gayeta had 
been railed, and that a part of the enemy, with 
their facrilegious plunder , had perifhed in the 
waves. 

But the llorm, which had been delayed, foon viftory mil 
burll upon them with redoubled violence. The 
Aglabite who reigned in Africa, -had inherited a. d. S4>, 
from his father a trcafure and an army : a fleet 
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chap, of Arabs and Moors, after a fhort re/refhment 
III. in the harbours of Sardinia, caft anchor before 
the mouth of the Tyber, fixtcen miles from the 
city; and their difeipline and numbers appeared 
to threaten, not a tranfient inroad, but a ferious 
defign of conqueft and dominion. But the vigi- 
lance of Leo had formed aq alliance with the 
vaflals of the Greek empire, the free and mari- 
time ftates of Gayeta, Naples, and Amalfi; and 
in the hour of danger, their gallies appeared in 
the port of Oflia under the command of Gsefarius 
the fon of the Neapolitan duke , a noble and 
valiant youth , who had already vanquifhed the 
fleets of the Saracens. With his principal com- 
panions , Caefarius was invited to the Lateran 
palace , and the dextrous pontiff affetfled to en- 
quire their errand , and to accept with joy and 
furprife their providential fuccour. The city bands, 
in arms, attended their father to Oflia, where he 
reviewed and blefled his generous deliverers. 
They kitted his feet, received the communion 
with martial devotion , and lillened to the prayer 
of Leo, that the faiiie God who had fupported 
St. Peter and St, Paul on the waves of the fea, 
would flrengthen the hands of his champions 
againfl the adverfaries of his holy name.. After 
a fimilar prayer, and with equal refolution , the 
Modems advanced to the attack of the Chriftian 
. gallics, which preferved their advantageous fta- 
tion along the coafl. The vidlory inclined to the 
fide of the allies , when it was lefs glorioufly 
decided in their favour by a fudden tempeft, 
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which confounded the flcfll and courage of the chap, 
flouted: mariners. The Chriflians were flickered ur. 
in a friendly harboor, while the Africans were 
fcattered and dafhed in pieces among the rocks 
and illands of an hoftile ftiore. Thofe who 
efcaped from fliipwreck and hunger , neither 
found nor deferved mercy at the hands of their 
implacable purfuers. The fword and the gibbet 
reduced the dangerous multitude of captives ; and 
the remainder was more ufefully employed , to 
reftore the facred edifices which they had at- 
tempted to fubvert.' The pontiff, at the head 
of the citizens and allies , paid his grateful de- 
votion at the fhrines of the apoftlcs; and, among 
the fpoils of this naval victory, thirteen Arabian 
bows of pure and maffy filver were fufpended 
round the altar of the fifherman of Galilee. The 
reign of Leo the fourth was employed in the 
defence and ornament of the Roman ftate. The y 
churches were renewed and embelliftied : near 
four thoufand pounds of filver were confecrated 
to repair the Ioffes of St. Peter; and his fandtuary 
was decorated with a plate of gold of the weight 
of two hundred and fixteen pounds ; emboffed 
with the portraits of the pope and emperor, and 
encircled with a firing of pearls. Yet this vain 
magnificence refle&s lefs glory on the charader 
of Leo, than the paternal care with which he 
rebuilt the walls of Horta and Amelia ; and 
tranfported the wandering inhabitants of Cen- 
tumcellx to his new foundation of Leopolis* 
twelve miles from the fea-Ihore By his liberal- 
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ity , a colony of Corficans , with their wive* 
and children , was planted in the ftation of Porto 
at the mouth of the Tyber: "the falling city was 
reftored for their ufe, the fields and vineyards 
were divided among the new fettlers: th«ir firft 
efforts were aflifted by a gift of horfes and 
catile ; and the hardy exiles, who breathed 
revenge againft the Saracens, fwore to live and 
die under the ftandard of St. Peter. 1 he nations 
of the weft and north who vifited the threfhold 
of the apoftles had gradually formed the large * 
and populous fuburb of the Vatican, and their 
various habitations were diftinguifhed in the 
language of the times , as the fchools of the 
Greeks and Goths , of the Lombards and $axons. 
But this venerable fpot was ftill open to facrile- 
gious irifult: the defign of inclofing it with walls 
and towers exhaufted all that authority could 
command , or charity would fuppfy : and the 
pious labour of four years was animated in every 
feafon, and at every hour, by the prefence of 
the indefatigable pontiff. The love of fame, a 
generous but worldly paflion , may be detected 
in the name of the Leonine city,- which he be- 
llowed on the Vatican, yet the pride of the de- 
dication was tempered with Chriftian penance 
and humility. The boundary was trod by the 
bifhop and. his clergy, barefoot, in fackcloth, 
and afhes ; the fongs of triumph were modulated 
to pfalms and litanies;, the walls were befprinkled 
with holy water; and the ceremony was Con- 
cluded with a prayer, that under the guardian 



Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 3 77 



oare of the apoftles and the angelic hoft, both chap. 
the old and the new Rome might ever be pre- LiL 
ferved pure, profperous, and impregnable *\ 

The emperor Theopliilus, fon of Michael the The AmorUu 
Stammerer, was one of the mod adtive and high-*” b * t *' e *“ 
fpirited- princes who reigned at Conftantinople and Mouf- 
during the middle age. In offenfive or defenfive ^ m D * 
war, he marched in perfon five times againft 
the Saracens, formidable in- his attack, efteemed 
by the enemy in his Ioffes and defeats. In the* 
laft of thefe expeditions he penetrated into Syria, 
and befieged the obfcure town of Sozopetra; the 
cafual birth-place of the caliph Motaffem , whofe 
father Harun was attended in peace or war by 
the mod favoured of his wives and concubines. 

The revolt of a Perfian impoftor employed at 
that moment the arms of the Saracen, and he 
could only intercede in favour of a place for 
which he felt and acknowledged fome degree 
of filial affe&ion. Thefe folicitations determined 
the emperor to wound his pride in fo fenfible a 
part Sozopetra was levelled with the ground, 
the Syrian prifoners were marked or mutilated 
with ignominious cruelty, and a thoufand female 
captives were forced away from the adjacent 
territory. Among thefe a matron of the houfe 
of Abbas invoked ,* in an agony of defpair, the 
name of Motaffem ; and the infults of the Greeks 
engaged the honour of Her kinfman to avenge 
his indignity, and to anfwer her appeak Under 
the reign of the two elder brothers , the in- 
heritance of the youngeft had been confined to 



Digitized by Google 




C R A F. 
III. 



j 



378 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

Anatolia, Armenia, Georgia, and Circaflia; this 
frontier ftation had exercifed his military talents; 
and among his accidental claims to the name of 
Ottonary the moft meritorious are the eight 
battles which he gained or fought againft the 
enemies of the Koran. In this perfonal quarrel , 
the troops of Irak, Syria, and Egypt, were 
recruited, from the tribes of Arabia and the 
Turkilh hords : his cavalry might be numerous, 
though we fhould deduct fome myriads from the 
hundred and thirty thoufand horfes of the royal 
ftables, and the expence of the armament was 
competed at four millions fterling, or one hun- 
dred thoufand pounds of gold. From Tarfus, 
the place of aflembly, the Saracens advanced in 
three divifions along the high road of Conftan- 
tinople: MotafTem himfelf commanded the centre, 
and the vanguard was given to his fon Abbas, 
who, in the trial of the firft adventures, might 
fucceed with the more glory, or fail with the 
leaft reproach. In the revenge of his injury , 
the caliph prepared to retaliate a fimilar affront. 
The father of Thepphilus was a native of Amo- 
rium *’ in Phrygia: the original feat of the Im- 
perial houfe had been adorned with privileges 
and monuments; and, whatever might be the 
indifference of the people, Conftantinople itfelf 
was fcarcely of more value in the eyes of the 
fovereign and his court. The name of A.MORIUM 
was inferibed on the fhields of the Saracens; and 
their three armies were again united under the 
walls of the devoted city. It had been propofed 

i 
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by the wifeft councilors, to evacuate Amorium, 
to remove the inhabitants , and to abandon the 
empty ftrudures to the vain refentment of the 
Barbarians. The emperor embraced the more 
generous refolution of defending, in a liege and 
battle, the country of his anceftors. When the 
armies drew near, the front of the Mahometan 
line appeared to a Roman eye more clofely 
planted with fpears and javelins; but the event 
of the adion was not glorious on either fide to 
the national troops. The Arabs were broken * 
but it was by the fwords of thirty thoufand 
Perfians, who had obtained fervice and fettle* 
ment in the Byzantine empire. The Greeks 
■were repulfed and vanquifhed, but it was by 
the arrows of the Turkilh cavalry; and had not 
their bow-ftrings been damped and relaxed by 
the evening rain , very few of the Chriftians 
could have efcaped with the emperor from the 
field of battle. They- breathed at Dorylaeum , 
at the diftance of three days; and Theophilus, 
reviewing his trembling fquadrons,' forgave the 
commdfc flight both of the prince and people. 
After this difeovery of his weaknefs, he vainly 
hoped to deprecate the fate of Amorium : the 
inexorable caliph rejeded with contempt his, 
prayers and promifes; and detained the Roman 
ambalfadors to be the witnefles of his great re- . 
venge. They had nearly been the witnefles of 
his lhame. The vigorous aflaults of fifty -five 
days were encountered by a faithful governor, 
a veteran garrifon, and a defperate people; and 
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e h a 7. the Saracens mud have raifed the fiege , if a 
-III.' domefdc traitor had not pointed to the weakeft 
part of the wall , a place which was decorated 
with the ftatues of a lion and a bull. The vow 
of Motalfera was accomplifhed with unrelenting 
rigour: tired* rather than fatiated, with deftruc- 
tion, he returned to his new palace of Samara, 
in the neighbourhood of Bagdad, while the un- 
fortunate ,J Theophilus implored the tardy and 
' doubtful aid of his Weftern rival the emperor 
of the Franks. Yet in the fiege of Amorium 
above feventy thoufand Moflems had perifhed : 
their lofs had been revenged by the fiaughter 
of thirty thoufand Chriftians, and the fmTerings 
of an equal number of captives , who wer® 
treated as the mod atrocious criminals. Mutual 
neceffity could fomedmes extort the exchange or 
ranfom of prifoners ; but in the national and 
religious conflidt of the two empires, peace was 
without confidence , and war without mercy. 
Quarter was feldom given in the field ; thofe 
who efcaped the edge of the fword were con- 
demned to hopelefs fervitude , or exquMIte tor- 
ture ; and a Catholic emperor relates , with 
| vifible fadsfadtion , the execution of the Saracens 
of Crete , who were flayed alive , or plunged 
into chaldrons of boiling oil * \ To a point of 
honour MotafTem had facrificed a flourifhing city, 
two hundred thoufand fives, and the property 
of millions. The fame caliph defcended from 
his horfe , and dirtied his robe to relieve the 
diftrefs of a decrepit old man, who, with his 
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laden afs, had tumbled into a ditch. On which chap. 
of thefe actions did he reflect with the moft hi. 
phafure, when he was l'u.nmoned by the angel 
of death , 

W^ich Motaffem, the eighth of the Afcbaflides, Difordm of 
the glory of his family and nation expired. j^ ar j“ rkl,k 
When the Arabian conquerors had fpread them- ,a. d. 
felves over the Eaft; and were mingled with the 84 8ro » 
fervile crowds of Perfia, Syria, and Egypt, they 
infenflbly loft the freeborn and martial virtues 
of the defert. The courage of the fouth is the 
artificial fruit of difcipline and prejudice ; the 
adtive power of enthufiafm had decayed , and 
the mercenary forces of the caliphs were recruited 
in thofe climates of the north , of which valour 
is the hardy and fpontaneous production. Of 
the /Turks who dwelt beyond the Oxus and 
Jaxartes, the robuft youth*, either taken in war, 
or purchafed in trade , were educated in the 
exercifes of the . field , and the profeffion of the 
Mahometan faith. The Turkifh guards ftood in 
arms round the throne of their benefaCtor, and 
their chiefs ufurped the dominion of the palace 
and the provinces. Motaffem , the firft author 
of this dangerous example, introduced into the 
capital above fifty thoufand Turks: their licen- 
tious conduCl provoked the public indignation, 
and the quarrels of the foldiers and people in- 
duced the caliph to retire from Bagdad , and 
eftablifti his own refidence and the camp of his 
Barbarian favourites at Samara on the Tigris, 

’ about twelve leagues above the city of Peace **. ‘ 
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chap. His fon Motawakkcl was a jealous and cruel 
lii. tyrant: odious to his fubjetfts, he call hitnfelf on 
the fidelity of the ftrangers, and thefe ftrangers, 
ambitious and apprehenfive , were tempted by 
the rich promife of a revolution. At the inftiga- 
tion, or at leaft in the caufe of his fon, they 
burft into his apartment at the hour of fupper, 
and the caliph was cut into feven pieces by the 
fame fwords which he had recently diftributed 
among the guards of his life and throne. To 
this throne, yet ftreaming with a father’s blood, 
Montafier was triumphantly led; but in. a reign 
of fix months, he found only the pangs of a ■ 
guilty confcience. If he wept at the fight of 
an old tapeftry which reprefented the crime and 
punilhment of the fon of Chofrocs; if his days 
were abridged by grief and remorfe , we may 
allow fome pity to a* parricide ; y who exclaimed 
in the bitternefs of death , that he had loft both 
this world , and the world to come. After this ' 
atft of treafen, the enfigns of royalty, the garment 
and walking-ftaff of Mahomet , were .given and 
torn away by the foreign mercenaries, who in 
four years created, depofed, and murdered three 
commanders of the faithful. As often as the 
Turks were inflamed by fear, or rage, or avarice, 
thefe caliphs were dragged by the feet, expofed 
naked to the fcorching fun , beaten with iron 
clubs, and compelled to purchafe, by the abdi- 
cation of their dignity, a ftiort reprieve of in- 
evitable fate”. At length, however, the fury 
of the tempeft was fpent or diverted : the Ab- 
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baffides returned to the lefs turbulent refidence chap. 
of Bagdad; the infolence of the Turks was lii. 
curbed with a firmer and more fkilful hand, and 
their numbers were divided and dedroyed in 
foreign warfare. But the nations of the Eaft 
had been taught to trample on the fucceflors of 
the prophet, and the bleflings of domedic peace 
were obtained by the relaxation of drength and 
difcipline. So uniform are the mifehiefs of mili- 
tary defpotifm , that I feern to repeat the dory 
of the praetorians of Rome *'*. 

While the flame of enthufiafm was damped R,r e and 
by the bufinefs , the pl^afure , and the knowledge , P r °if rers of 
of the age, it burnt with concentrated heat m thians> 
the breads of the chofen few , the congenial a. d. 
fpirits , who were ambitious of reigning either in f -9Si 
this world or in the next. How carefully foever 
the book of prophecyc. had been fealed by the 
apoftle of Mecca , the wifhes, and ( if' we may 
profane the word) even the rtafon , of fanaticifm, 
might believe that, after the *fucceflive millions 
of Adam , Noah, Abraham, Molts , Jefus, and 
Mahomet, the fame God, in the fulnefs of time, 
would reveal a dill more perfect and permanent 
law. In the two hundred and feventy-feventh year 
of the Hegira, and in the neighbourhood of Cufa, 
an Arabian preacher, of the name of Carmath t . 
aflumed the lofty and incomprehenfible dyle of 
the Guide, the Director, the Demonflration , the 
Word, the Holy Ghod, the Camel, the Herald of 
the Melliah, who had converfed with him in a 
human lhape ,and the reprefentative cf Mohammed 
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chap, the fon of Ali, of St. John theBaptift, and of the 
Hi. angel Gabriel. In his myftic volume , the precepts 
of the Koran were refined to a more fpiritual 
fenfe ; he relaxed the duties of ablution , faffing , 
and pilgrimage; allowed the indifcriminate ufe of 
wine and forbidden food ; and nourilhed the fervour 
of his difciples by the daily repetition of fifty 
1 prayers. The idlenefs and ferment of the ruftic 
crowd awakened the attention of the magiftrates 
of Cufa; a timid perfecution aflifted the progrefs 
of the new fedl ; and the name of the prophet 
became more .revered after his perfon had been 
withdrawn from the world. His twelve apoftles 
difperfed themfelves among the Bedoweens , “ a 
tl race of men ,” fays Abulfeda, “ equally devoid 
<c of reafon and of religion and the fuccefs of 
their preaching feemed to threaten Arabia with a 
new revolution. The Carmathians were ripe for 
rebellion , fince they difclaimed the title of the 
houfe of Abbas, and abhorred the worldly pomp 
of the caliphs of Bagdad. They were fufceptible 

* of difeipline , fince they vowed a blind and abfolute 
fubmiffion to their Imam , who was called to the 
prophetic office by the voice of God and the 
people. Inflead. of the legal tithes , he claimed 
the fifth of their fubftance and fpod ; the mod 
flagitious fins were no more than the type of 
difobedience ; and the brethren were united and 
concealed by an oath of fecrefy. After a bloody 
conflict , they prevailed in the province of Bahrein, 

Th-ir miii- along the Perfian Gulf: far and wide, the tribes 
tary exploits, q£ th e defert yrexe fubjedt to the feeptre, or 
*• D - S' 09 * 
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rather to the fword , of Abu Said and his fon Abu c 
Taher; and thefe rebellious imams could muRer in 
the held an hundred and feven thoufand fanatics. 
The mercenaries of the caliph vrere difmayed at 
the approach of an enemy who neither alkcd nor 
accepted quarter; and the difference between 
them, in fortitude and patience, is expreflive of 
the change which three centuries of prolperity 
hid effeded in the charader of the Arabians. 
Such troops were difcomtited in every adion ; 
the cities of Racca and Baalbec , of Cufa and 
Baffora, were taken and pillaged; Bagdad was 
filled with condensation ; and the caliph trembled 
behind the veils of his palace. In a daring inroad 
beyond the Tigris, Abu Taher advanced to the: 
gates of the capital with no more than five 
hundred horfe. Bv the fpecial order of Modader, 
the bridges had been broken down, and the 
perfon or head of the rebel was expeded every 
hour by the commander of the faithful. His 
lieutenant, from a motive of fear or pity , apprifed 
Abu Taher of his danger , and recommended a , 
fpeedy efcape. “ Your mailer,” laid the intrepid 
Carmathiaq to the meffenger, ■“ is at the head of 
“ thirty thoufand foldiers : three fuch men as 
,ic thefe are wanting in his hoR: at the fame 

inRant, turning, to three of his companions, he 
commanded the firft to plunge a dagger into his 
breaR, the fecond to leap into the Tigris, and 
the third to ca,R htrnfelf headlong down a precipice. 
They obeyed without a murmur Relate, 
Continued the imam , “ what you have feen . bcloifc 
- JOL. IX. ' C c 
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“ the evening your general (hall be chained among 
#<r nfiy dogs.” Before the evening, the camp was 
furprifed and the menace was executed. The 
rapine of the Carmathians was fandified by their 
averfion to the worfiiip of Mecca : they robbed a 
caravan of pilgrims, and twenty thoufand devout 
Moflems were abandoned on the burning fands 
to a death of hunger and third. Another year 
they differed the pilgrims to proceed without 
interruption ; but, in the fedival of devotion, Abu 
Taber flormed the holy city, and trampled on 
the mod venerable relics of the Mahometan faith. 
Thirty thoufand citizens and drangerS were put 
to the fword , the facred precincts were polluted 
by the burial of three thoufand dead bodies; the 
well of Zemzem overflowed with blood ; the 
golden fpout was forced from its place; the veil 
of the Caaba was divided among thefe impious 
fedtaries ; and the black done, the firff monument 
of the nation , was borne away in triumph to their* 
capital. After this deed of facrilege and cruelty , 
they continued to infed the confines of Irak , Syria, 
and Egypt ; but the vital principle of enthufiafm 
had withered at the root. Their fcruples or their 
avarice again opened the pilgrimage of Mecca, 
and redored the black done^of the Caaba , and it 
is necdlcfs to enquire into what factions they were 
broken, or by whofe fwords they were finally 
extirpated. The fed; of the Carmathians may be 
confidered'as the fecond vifiblecanfe of the decline 
and .fall of the empire of the caliphs/". . , • 

The third and mod obvious c a ufe was the 

• • • ' S 
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weight and magnitude of the empire itfelf. The chap. 
caliph Almamon might proudly affert, -that it was lii. 
eafier for him to rule the Ealt and the Weft , than i ,rovmccs • 

to manage a theft-board of two feet fquare 8jc ’ 

yeti fufpedt, that in both thofe games, he was 
guilty of many fatal miftakes ; and I perceive, 
that in the diftant provinces, the authority of 
the fir ft and moft powerful of the Abbaftides was 
already impaired. T he analogy of defpotifm 

inverts -the reprefentative with the full - majefty of 
the prince; the divilian and balance of powers 
might relax the. habits of obedience, might en- 
courage the 'pa dive fubject to enquire into the 
origin and adminiftration of civil government. 

He who is born in the purple is feldom worthy 
to reign; but the elevatidn of a private man, of 
a peafant perhaps, or. a flave , affords a ftrong 
prefumption of his courage and capacity. The 
Viceroy of a remote kingdom afpires to fecUre 
the property and inheritance jof his precarious truft; 
the nations mull rejoice in the prefence of their 
fovereign; and the command of armies and trea- 
fures are at once the objedl and the inftrument of 
his ambition. A change was fcarcely vifrble as 
long as the lieutenants of the caliph were content 
with their vicarious title; while they folicited for 
themfelves or their Tons a renewal of the Imperial 
grant, and ftill maintained on the coin, and in 
the public prayers , the ' name and prerogative of 
the commander of the faithful. But in the long 
and hereditary, exercife of power, they affumed, 
the pride and attributes of royalty ; the alternative * 

C c 3 
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of peace or war , of reward or punilhment ; de- 
pended foJely on their will; and the revenues of 
their government were referved for local fervices 
or private magnificence. Inftead of a regular 
fupply of men and money , the fucceffors of the 
prophet were flattered with the oftentatious gift 
of an elephant, or a caft of hawks, a fuit of 
filk hangings, or forne pounds of muQc and 
amber 1 *'. 

After the revolt of Spain , from the temporal 
and fpiritual fupremacy of the Abballides, the 
firft fymptoms of difobedience broke forth in the 
province of Africa. Ibrahim, the fen of Aglab , 
the lieutenant of the vigilant and rigid Harun, 
bequeathed to the dynaliy of the Aglahitcs the 
inheritance of his name and po\ver. The indolence 
or policy of the caliphs difiembled the injury and 
lofs, and purfued only with poifon the founder 
of the Edrijhcs '!*, who eredted the kingdom and 
city of Fez on the Ihores of the weftern ocean ’* 5 . 
In the Eaft, the firft dynafty was that of the 
Ta/nritcs l °‘ ; the pofferity of the valiant Taher , 
who, in the civil wars of the fons of Harun, had 
ferved with too much zeal and fuccefs the caufe 
of Almamori the younger brother. He was lent 
into honourable exile’ to command on the banks 
of the Oxus ; and the independence of his fuccef- 
fers , who reigned in Chorafan till the fourth 
generation, was palliated by their modeft and 
refpedtful demeanour , the happinefs of their fub- 
jedts, and the fecurity of their frontier. They were 
Supplanted by one of thofe adventurers fo frequent 
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in the annals of the Eaft, who left his trade of a c h a p. 
brazier t from whence the name of. Soffaridcs) for i.it. 
the profeffion of a robber. In a nodturnal vifit The Soffa- 
to the treafnre of the prince of Siftau, Jacob, the n e, ft ’ n 
fon of Leith , {tumbled over a lump of fait, which — 901. 
he unwarily tailed with his tongue. Salt, among 
the Orientals, is the fymbol of hofpitality, and 
the pious robber immediately retired without fpoil 
or damage. " The difeovery of this honourable 
behaviour recommended Jacob to pardon and 
truft;he led an army at firft for his benefadlor, at 
lad for himfelf, fubdued Perfia, and threatened 
the refidence of the Abbaffides. On his march 
towards Bagdad , the conqueror was arrefted by 
a fever. He gave audience in bed to the ambaffador 
of the caliph; and bcfide him. on a table were 
expofed a naked fcymetar,a cruft of brown bread, 
and a bunch of onions. “ If I die.,” faid he , 

“ your mafter is delivered from his fears. If I live, 

“ this muft determine between us. If I am van- 
“ quifhed, I can return without reluctance to the 
<c homely fare of my youth.” From the height 
where he ftood , the defeent would not have been 
fo foft or harmlefs : a timely death fecured his own 
repofe and that of the caliph , who paid with the 
molt lavifh conceflions the retreat of his brother 
Amrou to the palaces of Shiraz and lfpaban. The 
Abbaftides were too feeble to contend, too proud . 
to forgive ; they invited the powerful dynafty of 
the Somanidcs , who patted the Oxus with ten The Sama. 
thoufand horfe, fo poor, that their ftirrups were n “ 1 “* 
of wood; fo brave, that they vanquifhed . the 874-^59% 
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Soffarian army, eight times more numerous than 
their own. The captive Amrou was fent in chains, 
a grateful offering to the court of Bagdad; and 
as the vidlor was content with the inheritance of 
Tranfoxiana and Chorafan, the realms of Perfia 
returned, for a while to the allegiance of the caliphs. 
The provinces of Syria and Egypt were twice 
difmembered by their Ttirkilh flaves, of the race 
of Toulun and lkshid'" 7 . Thefe Barbarians, in 
religion and manners the countrymen of Mahomet, 
emerged from the bloody factions pf the palace 
to a provincial command and an independent 
throne : their names became famous and formidable 
in their time ; but the founders of thefe two po- 
tent dynafties confeffed , either in words or actions, 
the vanity of ambition. The fit ft on his death-bed 
implored the mercy of God to a finner, ignorant 
of the limits. of his own power:, the fecond , in 
the midft of four hundred thoufand foldiers and 
eight thoufand flaves, concealed from every 
human eve the chamber where he attempted to 
fleep. Their fons were educated in the vices of 
kings; and both Egypt and Syria were recovered 
and pofleffed by the Abbaflides during an interval 
of thirty years. In the decline of their empire, 
Mefopotamia, with the important cities of Moful 
and Aleppo , was occupied by the Arabian princes 
of the tribe of Humadun. The poets of their court 
could repeat without a blnfh , that nature had 
formed their countenances for beauty, their ton- 
gues for eloquence , and their hands for Jiberality 
and valour: but the genuine tale of the elevation 
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and reign of the Hamadanitrs , exhibits a fcene of chap. 
treachery, murder, and parricide. At the fame lii. 
fatal period , the Perfian kingdom was again 
ufurped .bv the dvnafty of the Bowides , by the TheBowi.iej, 
fword of three brothers who, under various A ‘ D ' , 

r 933 loss. 

names, were flyled the fupport and columns of 
the ftate, and who, from the Cafpian fea to the 
ocean , would fuffer no tyrants but themfelves. 

Under their reign, the language and genius of 
Perfia revived, and the Arabs, three hundred 
and four years after the death of Mahomet , were 
deprived of the feeptre of the Eaft. 

Rahdi, the twentieth of the Abbaflides, and F “' ■***" 
the thirty -ninth of the fucceffors of Mahomet , 0 f Ba R dad , 
was the laft who deferved the title of commander A> D - 
of the faithful ,0 *: the laft (fays Abulfeda) who &C 
fpoke to the people , or con verfed with the learned : 
the laft who, in the expence of his houfehold , 
reprefented the wealth and magnificence of the 
ancient caliphs. After him , the lords of the 
Eaftern world were reduced to the moft abjedl 
mifery, and expofed to the blows and infults- of 
a fervile condition. The revolt of the provinces 
circumfcribed their dominions within the walls of 
Bagdad; but that capital ftill contained an innu- 
merable multitude, vain of their paft fortune, 
difeontented with their prefent ftate, and opprefied 
by the demands of a treafury which had forme^y 
been replenifhed-by the fpoil and tribute of nations. 

Their idlenefs was exercifed by faction and con- 
. troverfy. Under the malic of piety, the rigid * 

followers of Hanbal invaded the pleafures of 
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c ft. r. domeflic life, buFiT into the houfes of plebeians 
and princes, fpilt the wine , broke the inlbuments , 
''beat the muficians, anddilhonoured, with infamous 
fufpicions , the affociates of every handfome youth. 
In each profefTian , which allowed room for two 
perfons , the one was a votary , the other an 
antagonift , of Ali \ and the Abbaffides were 
awakened by the clamorous grief of the fedaries, 
■who denied their title and curfed their progenitors. 
A turbulent people could only be repreffed by a 
military force; but who could fatisfy the avarice 
or afTert the difcipline of the mercenaries them- 
selves ? The African and the Turkifh guards 
drew their fwords againft each other, and the 
chief commanders, the emirs at Omra M \ impri- 
foiled or depofed their fovereigns, and violated 
/ *he fanduary of the mofeh and haram. If the 

caliphs efcaped to t£ie camp or court of any neigh- 
bouring prince, their deliverance was a change of 
Servitude v till they were prompted by defpair to 
invite the Bowides, the fultans of Perfia, who 
fileuced the fadions of Bagdad by their irrefiftible 
arms. The civil and military powers were affumed 
by IVloezaldowlat, the fecondof the three brothers , 
an d a ftipend of fixty thoufand pounds fterling 
^as affigned by his generality for the private 
ex pence of the commander of the faithful. But 
0x1 the fortieth day , at the audience of the ambaf- 
Tadors of Chorafan , and in the prefence of g 
tr cmblmg multitude, the caliph was dragged from 
throne to a dungeon, by the command of the 
Granger } and the rude hands of hi$ Dilemites. 
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His palace was pillaged, his eyes were put out, chap. 
and the mean ambition of the Abbaflides afpired lil 
to the vacant flation of danger and difgrace. In 
the fchool of adverfity , the luxRrious caliphs 
refumed the grave and abflemious virtues of the 
primitive times. Defpoiled of their armour and 
filken robes , they failed , they prayed , they 
fllidied the Koran and the tradition of the Sonnites ; 
they performed, with zeal and knowledge, the 
functions of their ecclefiaftical character. The 
rtfped of nations Hill waited on the fucccITors of 
the apoflle, the oracles of the law and confcience 
of the faithful; and the weaknefs or divifion of 
their tyrants fometimes rellored the Abbaflides to 
the fovereignty of Bagdad. But their misfortunes 
had been embittered by the triumph of the Fatimites, 
the real or fpurious progeny of Ali. Arifing from 
the extremity of* Africa , thefe fuccefsful rivals 
exnnguilhed, in Egypt and Syria, both the fpiritual 
and temporal authority of the AbbalTides; ami 
the monarch of the Nile infulted the humble pontiff 
on the banks of the Tigris. 

In the declining age of the caliphs , in the Fn*erpri!>s 
century which elapfed after the war of Theophilus " f re ‘ t '* s 
and Motaffem , the hoflile tranfadions of the two a. n »cd. 
nations were confined to fome inroads by fea and 
land , the fruits of their clofe vicinity and indelible 
hatred. But when the Eaflern world was convulfed 
and broken, the Greeks were roufed from their 
lethargy by the hopes of conquefl and revenge. 

The Byzantine empire, fince the acceflion of the " 
Bafilian race, had repofed in peace and dignity; 
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char and they might encounter with their entire ftrength 
lit . the front of fome petty emir , whofe rear was 
affaulted and threatened by his national foes of 
the Mahomefim faith-. The lofty titles of the 
morning ftar, and the death of the Saracens ,,f , 
were applied in tli£ public / acclamations to Nice- 
phorus Phocas , a prince as renowned in the camp 
as he was unpopular in the city. In the fubordinate 
Ration of great domeftic, or general of the Eaft, 

KeduSion of fog reduced the ifland of Crete, and extirpated 
the neft of pirates who had fo long defied, with 
impunity , the majefty of the empire His 

military genius was difplayed in the condudt and 
fuccefs of the enterprife , which had fo often failed 
with lofs and difhonour. The Saracens were 
confounded by the landing of his troops on fafe 
and level bridges, which he call from the veffels 
to the fhore. Seven months Were confumed in 
the fiege of Candia ; the defpair of the native 
Cretans was ftimulated by the frequent aid of 
their brethren of Africa and Spain ; and , after the 
mafiy wall and double ditch had been (formed 
by the Greeks, an hopelefs conflict was (fill 
maintained in the ftreets and houfes of the city. 
The whole ifland was fubclued in the capital , 
and afubmiffive people accepted, without refiftance, 
the baptifm of the conqueror Conftantinople 
applauded the long - forgotten pomp of a triumph ; 
but the Imperial diadem was the foie reward that 
could repay the fervices, or fatisfy the ambition, 
of Nicephorus. 

The Faiiem After the death of the younger Romanus , the 
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fourth in lineal defcent of the Bafilian race, his chap. 
widow Theophania fucceffively married Nice- m. 
phorus Phocas and his aifalTm John Zimifces, the conquefts of 
two heroes of the age. They reigned as the ^ocaT^na 
guardians and , colleagues of her infant fons, and John Zi. 
the twelve years of their military command form mifc "’ n 
the mod fplendid period of the Byzantine annals. 96} _ i7 *. 
The fubjeds and confederates, whom they led to 
war, appeared, at lead in the eyes of an enemy, 
two hundred thoufand flrong; and of thefe about 
thirty thoufand were armed with cuirafles 114 : a 
train of four thoufand mules attended their march; 
and their evening camp was regularly fortified 
with an enclofure of iron fpikes. A feries of 
bloody and undecifive combats is nothing more 
than an anticipation of what would have been 
effeded in a few years by the courfe of nature; 
but I fhall briefly profecute the conquefts of the 
two emperors from the hills of Cappadocia to the 
defert of Bagdad. The fieges of Mopfqeftia and cnnqueft of 
Taifus in Cilicia firfl exercifed the fkill and per- Clluu ‘ 
feverance of their troops, on whom , at this 
moment, I fliali not hefitate to beftow the name 
of Romans. In the double city of Mopfueflia , 
which is divided by the river Sarus , two hundred 
thoufand Modems were predefined to death or 
flavery' 15 , a furpriling degree of population , which 
mull at leaf include the inhabitants of the dependent 
diftrids. They were furrounded and taken by 
affault; but Tarfus was reduced by the flow pro- 
grefs of famine; and no fooner had the Saracens 
yielded qn honourable terms than they were 
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mortified by the diflant and unprofitable view of 
the naval fuccours of Egypt. They were difmiffed 
with a fafe-condud to the confines of Syria; a 
part of the old Chriftians had quietly lived under 
their dominion; and the vacant habitations were 
replenifhed by a new colony. But the mofeh 
was converted into a liable ; the pulpit was 
delivered to the flames; many rich croffes of gold 
and gems , the fpoil of Afiatic churches , were 
made a grateful offering to the piety or avarice 
of the emperor; and he tranfported the gates of 
Mopfucffia and Tarfus, which were fixed in the 
wall of Conllantinople , an eternal monument of 
his vidory. After they had forced and fecured 
the narrow palfes of mount Amanus , the two 
Roman princes repeatedly carried their arms into 
the heart of Syria. Yet, inftead of affaulting the 
wails of Antioch, the humanity or fuperftitiomof 
Nicephorus appeared to refped the ancient metro- 
polis of the Eall: he contented himfelf with drawing 
round the city a line of circumvallation; left a 
flationary army; and inftruded his lieutenant to 
exped, without impatience, the return of fpring. 
Butin the depth of winter, in a dark and rainy 
right , an adventurous fubaltern , with three 
hundred foldiers, approached the rampart, applied 
his fcaling-Iadders , occupied two adjacent towers, 
flood firm againfl; the prelfure of multitudes, and 
bravely maintained his poll till he was relieved 
by the tardy, though elfedual , fupport of his 
reludant chief. The firft tumult of Daughter and 
rapine fubfided; the reign of Caefar and of Chrift 



- Diqitiz 



■d by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 3 97 

■was reftored; and the efforts of an hundred thoufand c 
Saracens , of the armies of Syria and the fleets of 
Africa, were confumed without eflcd before the 
walls of Antioch. The royal city of Aleppo was 
fubjedt to Seifeddowlat, of the dynafty ofHamadan, 
who clouded his pad glory by the precipitate 
retreat which abandoned his kingdom anil capital 
to the Roman invaders. In his dately palace that 
flood without the walls of Aleppo, they joyfully 
feized a weil-furnilhed magazine of arms, a liable 
of fourteen hundred mules , and three hundred 
bags of filver and gold. But the walls of the 
city withllood the ftrokes of their battering-rams; 
and the befiegers pitched their tents on the 
neighbouring mountain of Jaulhan. Their retreat 
exafperated the quarrel of the townfmen and 
mercenaries ; the guard of the gates and ramparts 
was deferted; and, while they furioufly charged 
each other in the market - place , they were 
furprifed and deftroyed by the fword of a Common 
enemy. The male fex was exterminated by the 
fword; ten thoufand youths were led into captivity; 
the weight of the precious fpoil exceeded the 
flrength and number of the beads of burthen ; the 
fuperfluous remainder was burnt; and, after a 
licentious polfeflion of ten days , the Romans 
marc hed away from the naked and bleeding city. 
In heir Syrian inroads they commanded the 
liufbr.odm'en to cultivate their lands, that they 
th r.fcives, in the enfuing feafon , might reap 
t benefit: more than an hundred cities were 
fee. .d to obedience; and eighteen pulpits of 



s 



II A P. 
til. 



Digitized by Google 



398 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap, the principal mofchs were committed to the flames 
ur. to expiate the facrilegc of the difciples of Mahomet. 
The claflic names of Hierapolis, Apamea, and 
Emefa, revive for a moment in the lift of conqueft : 
the emperor Zimifces encamped in the paradife 
of Damafcus , and accepted the ranfom of a 
fubmifliye people ; and the torrent was only Hopped 
by the impregnable fortrefs of Tripoli , on the 
fea-coaft of Phoenicia. Since the days of Heraclius , 
PafTape of the Euphrates , below the paflage of mount Taurus, 
the Euphra- } iac j b een impervious, and almoft invifible, to the 
Greeks. The river yielded a free paflage to the 
victorious Zimifces; and the hiftorian may imitate 
the fpeed with which he overran the once famous 
cities ofSamofata, EdefTa, Martiropolis, Amida 
and Nifibis, tile ancient limit of the empire in 
the neighbourhood of the Tigris. His ardour was 
quickened by the defire of grafping the virgin 
treafures of Ecbatana ” 7 . a well-known name, 
under which the Byzantine writer has concealed 
the capital of the Abbaflides. The confternation 
. of the fugitives had already diffufed the terror of 

his name; but the fancied riches of Bagdad had 
already been diftipated by the avarice and pro- 
ii^ngcr of digality of domeftic tyrants. The prayers of the* 
Bjgdad. people, and the ftern demands of the lieutenant 
of the Bowides , required the caliph to provide 
for the defence of the city. The helplefs Mothi 
replied , that his arms , his revenues , and his 
provinces, had been torn from his hands, and 
that he was ready to abdicate a dignity which 
he \yas unable to fupport. The emir was inexorable ; 
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the furniture of the palace was fold; and the paltry 
price of forty thoufand pieces of gold was inftantly 
contained in private luxury. But the appreheniions 
of Bagdad were relieved by the retreat of the 
Greeks: third and hunger guarded the defert of 
Mefopotamia ; and the emperor , fatiated with 
glory , and laden with Oriental fpoils , returned 
to Condantinople, and difplayed, in his triumph, 
thefilk, the aromatics, and three hundred myriads 
of gold and filver. Yet the powers of the Eaft 
had been bent, not broken, by this tranfient 
hurricane. After the departure of the Greeks , 
the fugitive princes returned to their capitals ; 
the fubje&s difclaimed their involuntary oaths of 
allegiance ; the Modems again purified their 
temples, and overturned the idols of the faints 
and martyrs; the Neftorians and Jacobites preferred 
a Saracen to an orthodox mafter; and the numbers 
and fpirit of the Alelchites were inadequate to the 
fupport of the church and date. Of thefe extendve 
conqueds , Antioch, with the cities of Cilicia 
and the ide of Cyprus, was alone redored, a 
permanent and ufeful accedion to the Roman 
empire 
• . 

END OF THE NINTH VOLUME. 
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